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A Christmas Fantasy

We Wish You a Merry Christmas* 1:41
Trad. arr. Warrell & Newsome

A Christmas Festival Overture* 6:20
Joy to the World • Deck the Hall
God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen
Good King Wenceslas
Hark, the Herald Angels Sing
Silent Night, Holy Night
Jingle Bells • O Come, All Ye Faithful
Anderson arr. Horton
Nativity Carol† 4:07
Rutter

God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen* 2:28
Trad. arr. Willcocks & Newsome

Farandole (Suite L’Arlésienne)* 3:22
Bizet arr. Wright

The Shepherd’s Farewell† 3:11
(L’enfance du Christ)
Berlioz; words: England

Ring Out, Wild Bells* 4:34
Fletcher arr. Newsome

For Unto Us a Child is Born* 4:22
Handel arr. Newsome

Shepherd’s Hey* 1:59
Grainger arr. Wright
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Never more than at Christmas time does
the sound of brass and voices stir the
soul. In this recording we bring together
two of the finest bodies of amateur
musicians in the world in a programme
which encompasses a wide range of
music associated directly or indirectly
with the ‘Festive Season’. The ‘brass’ is
that of the John Foster Black Dyke Mills
Band, founded in 1855 by John Foster,
and named after his mills in
Queensbury, near Bradford. The voices
are those of  The Huddersfield Choral
Society which, since its inception in
1836, has been in the forefront of the
world of choral music.

It seemed a good idea to open by
wishing everyone a Merry Christmas,
with band and choir in Arthur Warrell’s
brilliant arrangement of the well-known
West Country carol. Leroy Anderson’s
fine Christmas Festival Overture gives the
band a good chance to show its paces, as
do the Farandole from Bizet’s

L’Arlésienne and Percy Grainger’s
Shepherd’s Hey. The Farandole is based
on an old Provençal Christmas song,
and whilst the Grainger can hardly be
described as a Christmas piece, it has an
obvious link with the Christmas Story.

John Rutter features in two of the
choir’s four solo items – as composer of
the Nativity Carol and as arranger of the
evergreen Twelve Days of Christmas.
Perhaps the more reflective moments of
the disc come in Berlioz’s Shepherd’s
Farewell (from L’enfance du Christ),
which contrasts well with the sheer joy
of David Willcocks’s arrangement of The
Sussex Carol.

Turning again to the combined items,
a Messiah chorus was a must and For
Unto Us a Child is Born seemed an
appropriate choice. David Willcocks’s
noble version of the carol O Come, All
Ye Faithful gives full reign to the
immense power of the combined forces
of voice, band and organ, as does God
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The Twelve Days of  Christmas† 3:39
Trad. arr. Rutter

O Come, All Ye Faithful* 3:15
Trad. arr. Willcocks

Sussex Carol† 1:53
Trad. arr. Willcocks

A Christmas Fantasy* 7:19
It Came Upon The Midnight Clear
In Dulci Jubilo • Unto Us a Child is Born
Angels from the Realms of Glory
Ding Dong! Merrily on High
The First Nowell
Langford

TT 49:13

Keith Rhodes, Anthony Cooke organ
*Roy Newsome conductor
†Keith Rhodes conductor

The Huddersfield Choral Society
Keith Rhodes conductor

John Foster Black Dyke Mills Band
Roy Newsome conductor
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rest ye merry, Gentlemen. For the finale
we have Gordon Langford’s Christmas
Fantasy, and if so far the listener has
wondered at the scarcity of traditional
carols, the answer lies here in a splendid
essay by one of the most popular writers 
of our time. In this we have a veritable 

feast of carols, tastefully arranged for
band and voices, and linked together
with the utmost skill, to provide a
splendid apotheosis to what should be a
most enjoyable disc.

© Roy Newsome
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The Twelve Days of  Christmas† 3:39
Trad. arr. Rutter
O Come, All Ye Faithful* 3:15
Trad. arr. Willcocks
Sussex Carol† 1:53
Trad. arr. Willcocks
A Christmas Fantasy* 7:19
It Came Upon The Midnight Clear
In Dulci Jubilo • Unto Us a Child is Born
Angels from the Realms of Glory
Ding Dong! Merrily on High • The First Nowell
Langford

TT 49:13
Keith Rhodes, Anthony Cooke organ
*Roy Newsome conductor
†Keith Rhodes conductor

The Huddersfield Choral Society
Keith Rhodes conductor

John Foster Black Dyke Mills Band
Roy Newsome conductor
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A Christmas Fantasy
We Wish You a Merry Christmas* 1:41
Trad. arr. Warrell & Newsome
A Christmas Festival Overture* 6:20
Joy to the World • Deck the Hall
God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen
Good King Wenceslas
Hark, the Herald Angels Sing
Silent Night, Holy Night
Jingle Bells • O Come, All Ye Faithful
Anderson arr. Horton
Nativity Carol† 4:07
Rutter
God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen* 2:28
Trad. arr. Willcocks & Newsome
Farandole (Suite L’Arlésienne)* 3:22
Bizet. arr. Wright
The Shepherd’s Farewell† 3:11
(L’Enfance du Christ)
Berlioz: words: England
Ring Out, Wild Bells* 4:34
Fletcher, arr. Newsome
For Unto Us a Child is Born* 4:22
Handel. arr. Newsome
Shepherd’s Hey* 1:59
Grainger arr. Wright
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