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‘Don’t be afraid because being blind isn’t going to hurt you…!’ Quite a
remarkable statement on its own, but, hearing it live on national television
from the lips of Rachael, a little eight-year-old girl, who had only just lost
her sight on a holiday in Disneyland, deeply moving.

I had the privilege of teaching music to some of the children at
St Vincent’s for five years. The childrens’ courage and determination to
succeed has never failed to astonish me and consequently bring a sense of
perspective to other areas of my life. The additional needs of many of the
children gave me the impetus to work for United Trusts, a charity which
encourages support for local charities and help for those people (who we all
know) who need that little bit of extra care and support.

My thanks to everyone who has helped with making this CD happen,
especially Rachael, Daniel and J.J.: everyone at Chandos Records, Yorkshire
Building Society, the band, the choir and all the artists involved; Phillip
McCann, Dave King, Margaret and Mervyn Cousins, Fred Freeman and staff
at United Trusts, Ted and Veronica, Angie Aitken, Kenny Duggan and all the
lads at Merseybus, Suzanne Harper, Marion Hesketh, Angela Heslop, Dennis
Hussey, Alan Lewis at Keogh Ritson, Lisa and Donald, Linda McDermott,
Jill Palmer, Mike, Rob and Joe, Joan Reddin, Milne Robinson, Ann Ruscillo,
Steve Thomas and finally, Ruth and Jamie – for not moaning too much.

Ian Brownbill
United Trusts

Alan Titchmarsh, Jean Alexander,
Rachael Prest and Daniel McGrath
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Who is He?

Benjamin R. Hanby (arr. Edward Watson)
1 Who is He?* 4:27

Edward Watson
2 The Decorations† 11:14

(words by Alan Titchmarsh after E.V. Lucas)

3 The Stable‡ 0:53

(words by E. Margaret Buckle)

Traditional (arr. Goff Richards)
4 Away in a Manger§ 3:31

5 Who is He? (reprise)* 1:34
TT 21:46
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Rachael Prest*

Daniel McGrath*

Ian Partridge tenor*

Jean Alexander†

Barbara Leigh Hunt†

John Nettles†

David Suchet†‡

Alan Titchmarsh†

Susannah York†

John Lees cornet*

Phillip McCann cornet§

Liverpool Metropolitan
Cathedral Choir*§

Mervyn Cousins director of music

Yorkshire Building
Society Brass Band*†§

David King conductor*†§

Who is He?
Benjamin Rusell Hanby played many roles in
his life: student, abolitionist, father, teacher,
minister. The one that gained him lasting
fame, however, was that of composer. During
his short lifetime, Hanby wrote about eighty
songs, including a Christmas classic and one
of America’s most famous pre-Civil War
songs.

The oldest of eight children, Hanby was
born in 1833, in Rushville, a small town
near Lancaster, Ohio. His father, William
Hanby was one of the founders of Otterbein
College and he moved his family to
Westerville in 1853 so he could serve as a
trustee and the college’s financial agent, as
well as offer his children an Otterbein
education.

Outgoing, fun-loving, and purposeful,
young Benjamin Hanby entered Otterbein to
study for the ministry. He had reached the
sophomore level in 1856 when he wrote the
words and music to ‘Darling Nelly Gray.’
After graduating in June 1858, He spent a
year travelling to neighbouring states as an
agent for Otterbein, and then was appointed

principal of a small private academy near
Hamilton, Ohio.

Hanby then became pastor of the United
Brethren Church in Lewisburg, Ohio.
Although he was popular with his
parishioners, he later transferred to a church
in New Paris, Ohio. There the strict
church elders objected to his introduction
of musical instruments to the services, and so
he resigned the pastorate.

To support his wife and two children,
Hanby organized a singing school in an
empty storeroom on the edge of New Paris.
In December 1864, he was invited by the
Quakers of nearby Richmond, Indiana, to
entertain the city’s poor children on
Christmas Day. For the occasion, he sang a
new composition for the first time – the
immortal children’s Christmas song, ‘Up On
the Housetop’.

In 1865, Hanby founded a quarterly music
publication for children, Our Song Birds,
which he produced with George F. Root, the
head of the firm who also was a prolific
composer. This song was first published in
the fourth quarterly in October 1866 as

Who is He?
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Daniel McGrath,
aged eleven, loves
classical music,
especially Beethoven
and Vivaldi. He also
loves feeling pictures.
He likes to read
science fiction books
and often writes his
own stories. He is
currently considering
the possibility of

becoming an author when he grows up! 

John (J.J.) Lees is an eleven-year-old boy
who has played repiano cornet with
Dobcross Youth Band since he was eight. He
attends Manchester Grammar School where
besides music he enjoys playing rugby. His
father is a professional musician and
songwriter and is a founder member of the
rock band Barclay James Harvest. J.J. loves
playing with the Youth Band under the
direction of Ted Grifiths, both in contests
and socially.

Phillip McCann is a world renowned brass
clinician and cornet soloist. He has toured
extensively throughout Europe, the USA,
Japan, Australia and New Zealand, and

has appeared in
radio and television
broadcasts across
the world.

For Chandos
Phillip has recorded
five volumes of
The World’s Most
Beautiful Melodies
which are
universally
acclaimed and can
be heard regularly
on BBC radio and Classic FM.

Phillip’s distinctive sounds have also been
featured prominently in film and TV music,
such as Anna of the Five Towns, A Woman of
Substance and Hetty Wainthrop Investigates.

The Liverpool Metropolitan Cathedral
Choir plays an important part in the
Cathedral’s role as a centre for the
community, by singing at civic, ecumenical
and academic services, and events for
disabled and old people. Many people have
been inspired by the beauty of the Choir’s
singing, and comforted by the message it
sings. In past years the Choir has been proud
to have a national role in this way, when it
sang at the Hillsborough Requiem, and when

‘Santa Claus’. The same issue contained
Hanby’s song, ‘Who is He in Yonder Stall?,’
which recounts the life of Christ in a hymn of
six two-line stanzas. Many of Hanby’s other
compositions appeared for the first time in
these quarterlies.

The Decorations
Alan Titchmarsh was asked to perform The
Decorations by E.V. Lucas several years ago
in a Christmas orchestral concert. Thinking
that the piece would get more laughs if it
was updated, he decided to completely re-
write it, drawing on his experiences as a
choirboy in a Yorkshire parish church.
It will be noticed that none of the characters,

except Lionel
Lulham, the
organist, has a
Yorkshire
accent. There
are two
reasons for
this: the first
is to avoid
legal action by
those
parishioners
who might
recognize

themselves, and the second is that Alan
Titchmarsh, who plays Lionel Lulham, finds
it difficult to perform with any accent
except his own!

The Stable
This touching poem by blind poet
E. Margaret Buckle is read by David Suchet.

Away in a Manger
The arrangement by Goff Richards of the
ever-popular Away in a Manger is
unashamedly sentimental, and features
Phillip McCann as the solo cornet player.

Rachael Prest,
aged eight, loves
music, especially
her idol Celine
Dion. She has
a little sister
Emily, aged two,
whom she loves
to bits. After
a very difficult
start in life she
now takes
everything in
her stride and, according to her mum Wendy,
shines through life.
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Phillip McCann

Alan Titchmarsh

Rachael Prest

Daniel McGrath
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it led the special BBC television Songs of
Praise during the Gulf War. More recently
two of the choristers won through major
public auditions to sing solo parts in a BBC
Songs of Praise special event broadcast on
Pentecost Sunday this year, involving 5,000
children from the region and filmed in
Everton Football Club’s Goodison Park!

Each year the Choir sings carols around the
City, and it is always happy to accept
invitations to participate in local celebrations
outside the Cathedral. On its trips and tours
at home and abroad the members of the
Choir are proud to act as ambassadors for the
Archdiocese and City of Liverpool, and the
unique choral tradition of Great Britain. 

In 1933 Yorkshire Building Society took over
the sponsorship of this band following the
withdrawal of Hammonds Sauce Company.
The origins of the Yorkshire Building
Society Brass Band date back to the turn
of the century in Saltaire, near Bradford.
In July 1993 David King was appointed
Musical Director and in effect a new band
was born.

David’s appointment has led to a meteoric
rise as the band has gained an enviable
record on the contest stage in the UK.

In May 1996 they appeared at the European
Championships for the first time and
emerged as European Champions, a title they
have retained in 1997. This remarkable band
and its charismatic conductor are now
justifiably recognized as amongst the best in
the world.

Edward Watson studied composition and
clarinet at the Royal College of Music, where
he won the Eve Kische Memorial Prize for
woodwind performance. His compositions
and arrangements have been performed by
the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra
amongst others and he works closely with the
Midland Chamber Players and the English
Serenata.

Edward’s arrangements feature
prominently on Black Dyke Mills Band’s CD 
A Muse of Fire which won the Music Service
Industry Award for the best CD in its class.
Other CDs include Summer’s End with the
English Serenata and Dick Whittington with
Benjamin Luxon.

Edward’s arrangements can be heard
regularly on national radio. He is a member
of The Royal Shakespeare Company and a
teacher of the clarinet at the Birmingham
Conservatoire.
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Susannah York

Ian Partridge

Barbara Leigh Hunt

David Suchet

Jean Alexander

John Nettles
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decorating of the church. I think we’ve got it
sorted out now, but one or two of the ladies are
so lacking in daring when it comes to colour
schemes that I thought I’d take things in hand.
You see, with the organist having flame-coloured
hair it does rather limit the range of chrysan-
themums one can use, but I have got over the
problem by going big on greenery. So much so
that we’ve managed to obliterate him altogether
in a cascade of dark green ivy. My Niagara Mrs
Johnson calls it. I hope you’ll like it.
As ever,
Sybil Clibborn (read by Jean Alexander)

Miss Lockie to Rev. Lawrence Lidbetter
Dear Rector,
It’s a great shame you’re not here to witness the
scenes of desecration that are going on the kirk.
I really can see no reason why we need to go to
all this trouble of parading pagan fertility rites in
front of the congregation. In my father’s day, it
was all you could do to get him to light another
candle. And now we have sconces in every nook
and cranny, decorated with holly, ivy and
sequinned ribbon. I was also under the
impression that I was to take charge of the
Macallister Memorial window. Yet when I
arrived this morning with my Christingle orange
it was already covered in a welter of cotton wool.
If anyone asks, I am in bed with ’flu.
Yours faithfully,
Moira Lockie (Miss) (read by Susannah York)

Miss Pitt to Rev. Lawrence Lidbetter
Dear Rector,
So sorry yer orf. Bit of bother here at the old church.
Yer see as I recall you gave me sole and total charge of
the whole kit and caboodle – no names, no pack drill.
Well, the old biddies are turning it into a right old tea
party. The organist has disappeared behind a forest of
foliage, cotton wool sprouts from every orifice, and I
even bumped into Miss Lockie leavin’ the scene of
the crime with an orange covered in cocktail sticks
and dolly mixtures. What the Dickens is going on?
Has the Curate gone orf his chump?
As ever,
Virginia Pitt (Lieutenant Commander, Wrens,
Retired) (read by Barbara Leigh Hunt)

Mrs Bone to Rev. Lawrence Lidbetter
Dear Rector,
A word. Do you want this church to look like a
cross between Santa’s grotto and a funeral parlour?
Personally I find that a sprig or two of holly is
usually enough. I’d have thought that a Christmas
tree with bells that play ‘Silent Night’ was really
better left at home.

The pulpit will interest you. Miss Graves’s evening
class in embalming has obviously paid off. She’s
covered it in a black shroud. Oh! and I know it’s the
year of European Christian Unity, but did you want
Mrs Millstone to decorate the font with a scene from
‘Eldorado’?

The old biddy from the Navy came and went, but
I can’t say I blame her.
Yours,
Sheila Bone (read by Susannah York)

Who is He?

Who is he in yonder stall
At whose feet the shepherds fall?

Tis the Lord, O wondrous story,
Tis the Lord the King of Glory.
At his feet we humbly fall
Crown him, Crown him Lord of all.

Who is he in deep distress
Fasting in the wilderness?

Tis the Lord, O wondrous story,
Tis the Lord the King of Glory.
At his feet we humbly fall
Crown him, Crown him Lord of all.

Who is he to whom they bring
All the sick and sorrowing?

Tis the Lord, O wondrous story,
Tis the Lord the King of Glory.
At his feet we humbly fall
Crown him, Crown him Lord of all.

Who is he on yonder tree
Dies in grief and agony?

Tis the Lord, O wondrous story,
Tis the Lord the King of Glory.
At his feet we humbly fall
Crown him, Crown him Lord of all.

Who is he who from the grave
Comes to succour, help and save?

Who is he who from his throne
Rules through all the world alone?

1

Tis the Lord, O wondrous story,
Tis the Lord the king of Glory.
At his feet we humbly fall
Crown him, Crown him Lord of all.

Benjamin Rusell Hanby

The Decorations
Christmas has arrived once again at the church
of St Michael and All Angels. The Reverend
Lawrence Lidbetter, in anticipation of the
problems arising out of the church decorations,
has left for Australia to visit friends.

A letter of explanation has been left for his long-
suffering curate, the Reverend Arthur Starling.

(read by David Suchet)

The Rev. Lawrence Lidbetter
My Dear Starling,
I am sorry to appear to be running away at
this busy season but my departure for Australia
is quite imperative. The Reverend Doctor
Flint should be with you on Christmas Eve,
but if you could take charge of the Christmas
decorations which, by then, should be adorning
‘the altar, font and arch and pew’ (ha-ha,
Betjeman) I should be most grateful. The ladies
of the congregation usually sort it out amongst
themselves, but a little diplomacy is sometimes
needed. I’m sure you will cope.
Sincerely,
Lawrence Lidbetter (read by John Nettles)

Mrs. Clibborn to the Rev. Lawrence Lidbetter
My Dear Mr Lidbetter,
I’m so sorry you couldn’t be here to oversee the

2

10 11
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The Rev. Lawrence Lidbetter
My dear Wife,
It seems we have a little trouble with the
church decorations. Please pass on the
following instructions: A hole is to be hacked
in the greenery at the back of the organ, and
Miss Lockie’s Christingle is to be given to
Mr Lulham whom, I gather, is rather partial to
a satsuma. Pull the plug on the bells that play
‘Silent Night’, and suggest to Miss Graves that
her midnight silk would look suitably funereal
if she moved it to the tomb of the unknown
warrior. Send a bottle of Scotch to the head of
the Wrens, and inform Mrs Hobbs that she is
to have a Christmas bonus. As far as the scene
from ‘Eldorado’ is concerned, I distinctly
remember asking Mrs Millstone for a scene
from ‘Neighbours’, much more fitting, bearing
in mind my location.

Seasons greetings to you all from sunny climes.
Lawrence Lidbetter (read by John Nettles)

Alan Titchmarsh after E.V. Lucas

The Stable
It must have seemed peaceful there,
After that weary way.
Walls, and a roof to shelter the head
And a bale of straw that would serve for a bed,
And the scent of hay.

It must have been peaceful there,
After the child was born,
With the oxen stirring, gentle and slow,
And the lamp flame flickering to and fro,
Till it died at dawn.

3

Miss Graves to Rev. Lawrence Lidbetter
Dear Rector,
My pulpit is complete. I have restrained myself
from using too much in the way of colour;
instead I have relied on the austere beauty of
midnight silk, with just a hint of purple ribbon at
the corners. Simple gravity, that is my message.
This is after all a serious and solemn time of year
when man is most aware of his mortality.

I remain, your obedient, if finite servant,
Euphemia Graves (read by Barbara Leigh Hunt)

Mrs Millstone to Rev. Lawrence Lidbetter
Dear Rector,
Just a line to let you know it’s going awfully well.
You simply won’t recognize the church when you
get back. We’ve really gone to town, in fact when
you open the church door, it’s almost as if there’s
been a snow storm… It’s ever so pretty. I’ve
discovered a really good way of making leaves
look frosty. All you have to do is wet them and
sprinkle flour on them. It’s ever so effective. I do
hope you like it; my Jack says it’s a credit to me.
But mummy always said I had a knack when it
came to brightening things up a bit.
See you ever so soon,
Lots of love,
Mandy Millstone (read by Susannah York)

Mrs Hobbs, the char, to Rev. Lawrence Lidbetter
Respected Sir,
I’m writing to you because Mr ’Obbs and me
despair of gettin’ any justice from the so-called
ladies who ’ave been turning the church of

St Michael and All Angels into Kew Gardens.
Sweepin’ up ’olly I don’t mind. I always ’old that
charity and kindness are more than rubies, but
when it comes to self-raisin’ flour I draw the
line. It’s alright for that Mrs Millstone sprinklin’
her flour around to make it look like hoar frost,
but when Mrs Clibborn started waterin’, it
turned the place into a bakery. I draw the line at
sweeping up dough, and ’Obbs said I ought to
make my position clear. I mean, just where do I
stand?
Your ’umble servant,
Martha ’Obbs (read by Jean Alexander)

Mr Lulham, organist, to Rev. Lawrence Lidbetter
Dear Rector,
I’m sorry. I just can’t play me organ under these
conditions. First, me swell to great is enveloped
in ivy, and then poinsettias spring out of my
pipes. I can’t see me bellows for crimson tulle,
and with me colouring it’s just not on. I’ve got
chrysanthemums tumbling over me trombone
stops and you know I’m a martyr to hay fever.
Quite frankly I wouldn’t be surprised to see a
tribe of pygmies emerging from the organ loft,
there’s so much vegetation about. Anyway, if
someone doesn’t tackle it with a machete before
Christmas Eve I take no responsibility for the
choir and organ being out of time.

If you want me I’ll be at the chemist. I’ve got
one of me heads coming on.
Yours sincerely,
Lionel Lulham (read by Alan Titchmarsh)

12

Deepest of all, the peace of travail done.
The dawning joy of a miracle willed,
A mission ended, a promise fulfilled,
And a world begun. (read by David Suchet)

E. Margaret Buckle

Away in a Manger
Away in a manger,
No crib for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus
Laid down his sweet head.

The stars in bright sky
Looked down where he lay,
The little Lord Jesus
Asleep on the hay.

Bless all the dear children
In thy tender care,
And fit us for heaven,
To live with thee there.

Who is He? (Postlude)
Who is He in yonder stall
At whose feet the shepherds fall?

Tis the Lord, O wondrous story
Tis the Lord, the King of Glory,
At his feet we humbly fall,
Crown him, crown him Lord of all.

5
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The Royal School for the Blind, Liverpool
has been teaching the visually impaired for
over 200 years. It is the oldest blind
organization in the UK and entirely
independent of other charities and local
authorities. Their present role is the
education of visually and multi-sensory
impaired children, aged between two and
nineteen years who have additional
disabilities and learning problems.

Pupils who attend the school may come
from all over the country, but are mainly
from the North West, and North Wales.

The School is a registered charity and is
largely dependent on voluntary contributions
and support in order to carry out their work.
Contact: Mr Donald J. Jardine, Mrs Lisa Agar
Tel: 0151 734 2029

United Trusts Charity No. 327579
The Association of Workplace Trusts
A Workplace Trust is a workplace charity
fund account with United Trusts.
It can receive tax-free payroll and/or corporate
gifts, plus gifts from any other sources, and
has its own charity cheque book.

Gifts can be distributed by Workplace

Trusts for ANY charitable purposes chosen
by the donors at the workplace.

Examples of Workplace Trusts can already
be found at universities, major industries, a
county police force, branches of a national
bank and small local firms, all helping to
make a difference in their local communities.
Contact us on 0151 709 8252.

St Vincent’s non-maintained special school is
the centre of excellence in the North West of
England for the education of visually
impaired children of all faiths from six to
seventeen years of age.

The aim of the school is to provide an
academic and social education which will
equip blind and partially sighted children
with the skills to function as independent,
well-adjusted, caring people in the adult
world. We hope to give each child a sense of
his/her own worth; an awareness of the
contribution (s)he can make to the
community and the necessary qualifications
which will lead to a happy and fulfilled adult
life.
A. MacQuarrie
Head teacher
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You can now purchase Chandos CDs directly from us. For further details please
telephone +44 (0) 1206 225225 for Chandos Direct. Fax: +44 (0) 1206 225201.
E-mail: sales@chandos.u-net.com
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AND PARTIALLY
SIGHTED

CHILDREN

All profits from the
sale of this disc will
be divided equally
between the three
charities.

1 Who is He? 4:27
2 The Decorations 11:14
3 The Stable 0:53
4 Away in a Manger 3:31
5 Who is He? (reprise) 1:34

TT 21:46

John Lees cornet

Liverpool Metropolitan Cathedral Choir
Yorkshire Building Society Brass Band
David King conductor

Featuring:

Rachael Prest

cornet

tenor
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