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Welcome to the second album of my music, 
Only for You, recorded by the fabulous Black 
Dyke Band and directed wonderfully by Dr 
Nicholas Childs. It has been three years since 
the release of my first album Walking with 
Heroes and I have been bowled over by its 
success. The album and the pieces on there 
have been best sellers and the album has 
enjoyed wide critical acclaim.

Since its release and success I have been really 
looking forward to working with Dr Nicholas 
Childs and Black Dyke on my second album. 
When it came to planning this album, I wanted to 
include pieces that concert-goers have already 
enjoyed in performances given worldwide by 
Black Dyke and pieces that have just been 
penned recently. The music on this album 
encompasses various styles including concert 
‘openers’ and ‘finales’, a traditional brass band 
march, various solos, programmatic music, jazz, 
pop and rock styles to provide the listener with a 
wide and varied programme to enjoy.
 

The idea behind the album title was simple 
really. I have had many requests from fans of 
my music around the world to include certain 
pieces on this album all of which they have 
heard and enjoyed in various concerts. As this 
album does include many of the requested 
pieces, it has turned the album into a private 
concert of my music that you can enjoy at your 
leisure. Therefore the album is quite simply 
‘Only for You’ to enjoy.
 
I have thoroughly enjoyed working with Dr 
Nicholas Childs on this album and I am enjoying 
my composing career more than ever. I would 
like to thank Nicholas and the Black Dyke Band 
for their hard work and support. Many thanks 
go to the featured soloists: Richard, Zoe, Paul 
and Joe for their sublime playing. I hope this 
album provides you with many hours of musical 
enjoyment.

THANk YOU
 
Putting an album together is by no means a simple task. 
It involves a lot of hard work, inspiration and determination 
from a number of various people....
 
To Nick, thank you for all your support and encouragement 
with my compositional endeavours. I wouldn’t be where I am 
today if it weren’t for your inspiration and vision.
 
To ‘Dyke’, thank you for working so hard on my compositions 
and for turning the dots into music.
 
To Richard, Zoe, Paul and Joe, thank you for performing my 
solos brilliantly and for all your hard work on them.
 
To ‘Mrs Childs’, thank you for all your hard work with the 
administration of this album, and for being my second mum.
 
To Richard, thank you for your patience, time and dedication 
to producing this album.
 
To Animal, thank you for your high spirits and creativity with 
the design of the album.
 
To my family, thank you for your continuous support and 
encouragement with my music making.
 
And finally...
To Jenny and Luca, thank you for your love, patience, 
support and encouragement - this album is dedicated to you.

FOREwORd
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As I mentioned in my foreword, due to 
the choice of the music on this album all 
the pieces fit nicely together as a concert 
programme in their own right. So, inevitably, 
you have your own private PLC concert to enjoy. 
 
The opening piece Horizons has been 
performed the world over. With fanfare 
antiphonal cornet and trombone entries the 
piece takes the listener on an exciting musical 
journey. There is a moment of reflection in 
the slow middle section played superbly by 
Richard Marshall before leading us into the 
final theme when the entire band goes into 
overdrive with a glorious ending that sets 
the mood for the rest of the tracks to come. 
 
Wall of Sound was commissioned by Dr 
Nicholas Childs and Philip Biggs for the National 
Children’s Brass Band of Great Britain in the 
summer of 2010. The driving force behind the 
whole piece is the percussion section and, 
in particular, the drum kit, which is constant 
throughout. From the start the music is rhythmic 
and repetitive, similar to many modern day 
dance tracks. The music uses various styles 
within the score: rock, pop, Latin, funk and 

dance and has a real fun factor about it. 
Wall of Sound is a real showcase for Black 
Dyke’s superb soloists and you will hear solo 
passages from Richard Marshall, Principal 
Cornet; Gary Curtain, Principal Euphonium; 
Zoe Hancock, Flugel Horn; Paul Woodward, 
Co-Principal Trombone and myself on drum kit. 
In Black Dyke’s concert programmes the first 
solo in any concert is always the Principal Cornet 
and this album keeps to that tradition. Richard 
Marshall is one of the finest cornet players 
around and he is in great demand all over the 
world as a soloist of international standing. His 
technical ability and range are second to none 
but the thing I love about Richard’s playing is 
his beautiful sound. Emerald Skies shows 
off Richard’s fabulous tone quality and lyrical 
playing to the full. This piece was commissioned 
by Ross Johnson and the Camberwell Citadel 
Band in Australia and has a simple yet evocative 
melody line that you can just sit back and enjoy. 
 
Island Whirl was commissioned for Ian Milligan 
for his 70th birthday by his wife Margaret. Ian 
is the musical director of Callendar Brass 
near Stirling, Scotland. The brief was simple: 
Compose a lively Scottish-style piece that 

ONLY FOR YOU

Principal Cornet
Richard Marshall
Asst. Principal Cornet
Alexandra Kerwin
Solo Cornets
Tim Hammond
Craig Kilgour
Joe Murtagh
Soprano
Paul Duffy
Repiano
Lee Rigg
2nd Cornets
John O’Brien
Alexander Gibson
3rd Cornets
Keith Britcliffe
David Smith
Flugel Horn 
Zoe Hancock  
 

Solo Horn  
Sheona White   
1st Horn  
Jonathan Bates
2nd Horn  
Alison Childs
Solo Euphonium 
Gary Curtin   
2nd Euphonium 
Ian Yates
Solo Baritone  
Gareth Brindle
2nd Baritone  
Katie Raisbeck
Solo Trombone 
Brett Baker
Co-Principal Trombone
Paul Woodward
2nd Trombone 
Garry Reed

Bass Trombone 
Adrian Hirst
Solo Eb Tuba  
Joseph Cook
Eb Tuba  
Philip Goodwin
Solo Bb Tuba  
Matthew Routley
Bb Tuba  
Daniel Sinclair
Percussion  
Paul Lovatt-Cooper
Andrea Price
Ashley Clegg
Ben Matthews
Secretary
Mike Shenton

BANd PERSONNEL



Code No. Booklet-Pgs4&13

CYAN     MAGENTA     YELLOW     BLACK

makes use of the traditional Scottish folk tune 
An Eriskay Love Lilt. This piece starts and ends 
with thunderous Celtic drums and features 
the band’s Assistant Principal Cornet Alex 
Kerwin playing the romantic lilt in the middle. 
 
One Day was commissioned by Celia Barnes in 
the memory of her late partner Dave Dumolo. 
When Dave died suddenly aged 57 Celia wanted 
a living memory of Dave who was a big brass 
band fan. Celia wanted a concert piece that 
featured the flugel horn and contacted me about 
composing the piece for her. Black Dyke Band’s 
flugel horn Zoe Hancock is making a great name 
for herself as a fabulous soloist. Here she is 
performing the première recording of One Day 
and as I’m sure you’ll agree it is a fitting tribute 
to Dave who loved life, music and Black Dyke.  
 
The annual RNCM Festival of Brass features 
a number of the country’s top bands and is a 
platform for modern compositions. Starburst 
and Canyons was composed for Nicholas 
Childs and the Black Dyke Band to perform at 
the festival in January 2011. This piece takes 
its inspiration from John Adams’s marvellous 
orchestral work Short Ride in a Fast Machine. 
Starburst and Canyons follows a minimalistic 
blueprint with repetitive rhythmic passages 
from the cornets and percussion. The idea 
behind the piece is to imagine going on a 
flight through and around the Grand Canyon 

in Arizona in the dead of night in a super 
charged jet plane. It is full of energy and 
momentum and keeps on building in tension 
and colour to a tub thumping dramatic ending. 
 
Just as if you were approaching the end of the 
first half of a concert Enchanted Kingdom 
brings the first half of this album to a fitting close. 
I don’t need to give you a synopsis of this piece 
other than to let you read the following poem that 
introduces this work:

Imagine a place full of magic and light, 
With each day starts an adventure, 

Illuminating sunrises with colours so bright, 
Sparkle in the kingdom’s splendour, 

The whispering forest, the bustling town, 
All bubbling with magical features, 

The days are a celebration, the nights ecstatic, 
All enjoyed by fairytale creatures, 

So sit back and enjoy this musical fairytale, 
A place of adventure and fun, 

The mystery, the magic, of a far away place, 
Paul Lovatt-Cooper’s ‘Enchanted Kingdom’. 

  
To start the second half of your private concert is 
a piece that has become a ‘regular’ in the Black 
Dyke repertoire. Home of Legends is a tribute 
to the many legends that have played with 
this illustrious band. It opens with an offstage 
cornet, purposeful percussion and is lead by a 
hymn-like figure in the middle of the band. The 
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In October 1993, Black Dyke Band created 
history as the first British brass band to appear 
at Carnegie Hall, New York, and a year later they 
became the first brass band ever to perform at 
the Royal College of Music. In 2004, the band 
was proud to be appointed the first ever ‘Band 
in Residence’ at the Royal Northern College of 
Music, Manchester.

Many ‘legends’ of the brass world have been 
associated with Black Dyke Band over the years, 
together with a significant number who have gone 
on to enjoy successful careers in the orchestral 
world, including Jack Pinches (who was solo 
trombone player in the band at the tender age 
of 16), William Lang, Maurice Murphy and Rod 
Franks. Today the band is proud to be associated 
with a modern day ‘giant’ of the composing world, 
Philip Wilby, as Musical Associate.

Black Dyke Band has, throughout its history, 
enjoyed unparalleled success in the contesting 
world, being awarded the title ‘Champion Band of 
Great Britain’ no less than 22 times, most recently 
in October 2009.  In 2005, its 150th anniversary 
year, it also became European and British Open 
Champions and retained the British Open title in 
2006. In 2009 the band became English National 
Brass Band Champions in Preston thereby 
securing its participation in the 2010 European 
Championships in Linz, Austria.

The band is relentless in its quest to perform 
music of the highest possible standard and to 
uphold its long and fine tradition. This desire is 
summed up perfectly in its motto, taken from the 
armorial bearings granted in 1857 to John Foster: 
‘Justum Perficito nihil timeto’:

piece grows in dynamic and stature and closes 
in glorious fashion, ideal for this superb band. 
 
Song for the Skies was commissioned 
by tuba virtuoso Les Neish who wanted an 
addition to the tuba repertoire that showed 
off the tuba’s lyrical side. I love the sound 
of the tuba, particularly in its upper register 
and this piece gave me the opportunity to 
compose a haunting melody and explore the 
range and colour of this amazing instrument. 
Here it is performed by Joseph Cook, who is 
one of the finest exponents of this instrument. 
I’m sure you’ll agree he plays it beautifully. 
 
Since brass bands were introduced to the 
musical world, one of the things synonymous 
with this movement is the good old British march. 
On the Castle Green was commissioned by 
my good friend Desmond Graham to celebrate 
the Golden Jubilee of his band, the Third 
Carrickfergus Band. The march itself is split into 
two halves, the first in a minor key and the second 
in a major key. This is a stereotypical march that 
includes a cornet solo and a robust bass solo led 
by the basses and trombones. As for the title? 
In Carrickfergus lies an old castle that faces 
the town, which is situated on a small plot of 
luscious green grass – On the Castle Green.
 
One of my favourite composers is the 
incredible Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. Rondo 

Alla Turca  is an arrangement I have done 
for xylophone, which is a virtuoso piece 
that gives the performer something to get 
their teeth stuck into. This performance 
features myself as the xylophone soloist. 
 
Pound the Streets is an upbeat funky piece 
that was composed originally for the National 
Youth Brass Band of Scotland and given its 
world première at the famous Scottish pop 
and rock festival ‘The Tartan Heart Festival 
2010’. It explodes at the opening with Black 
Dyke in full flow. The piece is driven by a 
pumping bass riff and drum kit and is a 
concert piece that offers something ‘different’ 
for both the players and audience members. 
 
The final soloist on this album is the fantastic 
Paul Duffy on soprano cornet. The title track 
Only for You was commissioned by Nicholas 
Childs and Black Dyke for Paul to perform 
as a flamboyant solo to show off his amazing 
versatility on the instrument. Having performed 
with James Morrison in the past and thoroughly 
enjoying his super jazz trumpet solos I wanted 
to compose something along the same lines for 
Paul Duffy. Only for You is an easy listening 
jazz ballad that starts with muted soprano 
cornet and as the piece unfolds it grows in 
dynamic and range and Paul plays it superbly. 

 

‘ACT JUSTLY ANd FEAR NOTHING’
For further information please visit

www.blackdykeband.co.uk



Code No. Booklet-Pgs6&11

CYAN     MAGENTA     YELLOW     BLACK

Immortal is dedicated to my mum and is one 
of the most requested pieces at Black Dyke’s 
concerts; it is a fitting finale for this album. It has 
been written exclusively for the use of Black Dyke 
and the piece has been composed to show off 
all aspects of what has made Black Dyke Band 
‘Immortal’ to their many fans. It features many 
soloists within the band including a beautiful 
melodic solo for Richard Marshall. Immortal 
is full of technical fireworks, atmosphere and 
emotive melodic lines and showcases the 

wonderful attributes of what makes this band 
the most famous brass band in the world. 
 
In Black Dyke’s band room, amongst the many 
historical artefacts is the following short poem 
that sits above the band in their rehearsal room: 

“Where rafters breathe with music, 
where spirits of the past live on, tradition 

stirs the heart and pride is to belong – 
This is Black Dyke.”

In 1816, in the Yorkshire village of Queenshead, 
later to become Queensbury, Mr Peter Wharton 
founded a brass and reed band. Amongst the 
players, on French horn, was John Foster, owner 
of the John Foster & Son mill in that small village. 
The life of this band, however, was short-lived 
through declining numbers of players. In 1837, 
a new band was formed, the Queenshead 
Band, and in September 1855 John Foster & 
Son ‘adopted’ the band, acquiring for it a new 
set of instruments and attracting new members. 
In addition to this, a room was provided for 
practising; Black Dyke Mills Band had been 
formed. Most of the band’s musicians lived in 
Queensbury and worked in the mill, ensuring a 
close link to the community that remains to this 
day. 

The band has been at the forefront of banding 
development throughout its history, making one 
of the earliest brass band recordings in 1904 
and embarking on a five-month tour of Canada 
and the USA in 1906 during which it played more 
than 200 concerts and travelled over 13,000 
miles. Since then, it has featured on more than 
300 recordings and has toured widely throughout 
Europe and the rest of the world, including Sierra 

Leone, Japan, Australia and several visits to 
Canada and the USA. Amongst its recordings, 
the band is proud to have been recognised in 
wider musical spheres; in 1996 winning the 
Music Industries Association Award for the best 
CD in the Orchestral category with its recording 
of music by Sir William Walton.

In February 1999 the band was nominated for 
a ‘Grammy Award’ in the ‘Crossover Classical 
Section’ and this was followed a month later 
by an Oscar nomination when it provided the 
backing for the song That’ll Do by Peter Gabriel 
in the film Babe 2. The band has been proud 
to enjoy success with other recording artists 
including Paul McCartney and Wings, Tori 
Amos, The Beautiful South, Evelyn Glennie and, 
decades earlier, The Beatles on their hit record, 
Yellow Submarine. Television shows, broadcasts, 
concerts at music festivals, The BBC Proms and 
other high profile events have also seen the band 
featured with household names such as Lesley 
Garrett, Elton John, Evelyn Glennie, James 
Morrison, Rod Franks, Ian Bousfield, Philip Smith 
and many more. 

BLACk dYkE BANd
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Dr Nicholas Childs has achieved the highest 
international reputation as a performer, teacher/
clinician, conductor, interpreter and advocate 
of new music and producer of pacesetting 
recordings. Initial success came as a euphonium 
soloist and partner with his talented brother, Dr 
Robert Childs.  Together they have toured the 
world as The Childs Brothers, performing in 
many of the world’s most famous concert halls 
with the most prestigious bands and orchestras. 
Taking up the baton as a conductor, Nicholas 
has had phenomenal success with many bands, 
including highly acclaimed national championship 
successes.

His current tenure as Principal Conductor and 
Director of Music of the famous Black Dyke 
Band has been marked not only with continued 
contest success, but with a series of innovative 
concerts and world premières of major works for 
brass band with a variety of soloists and musical 
combinations. He serves as Senior Tutor in Brass 
Band Studies at the Royal Northern College of 
Music, where he has taught for more than 12 
years.

Further honours have come with his appointment 
as Associate Conductor of the National Youth 
Brass Band of Great Britain and as Trustee of 
the Brass Band Heritage Trust.  Nicholas is also 
the Founder and Artistic Director of the Yorkshire 
Youth Brass Band.

With his roots in the British brass band tradition, 
having first been trained in the Tredegar (Wales) 
Youth Band, Nicholas continues to give important 
emphasis to the development of the brass band 
movement. This comes through his commitment 
to the training of outstanding young musicians 
both at the collegiate level and within the 
National Youth Brass Band of Great Britain. He 
has reached the pinnacle of success with five 
National Championships of Great Britain, with 
Black Dyke in 2001, 2004, 2008 and 2009.

In April 2005 he guided Black Dyke to first place 
at the European Brass Band Contest in Holland. 
In September 2005 he was victorious with Black 
Dyke in winning the British Open Championship 
and again in 2006.

Paul Lovatt-Cooper is an accomplished musician 
and one of the most sought after young 
composing talents of his generation. Paul works 
as a professional composer, conductor, arranger 
and soloist. He is the Director of Factory Music, 
which is part of the Factory Transmedia Group 
Ltd. In addition to his role as Composer in 
Association with the world famous Black Dyke 
Band, he also is the Associate Conductor with 
the National Youth Brass Band of Scotland, the 
Percussion Tutor with the National Children’s 
Brass Band of Great Britain and Percussion and 
Composition Tutor at the Brass Band Summer 
School. Paul is the Managing Director of his own 
music company, PLC Music Ltd.

Performances of his works have included world 
premières in the UK and in countries worldwide 
including France, Italy, Denmark, Holland, 
Belgium, Switzerland, Norway, New Zealand, 
Japan, Australia and The United States. His 
pieces have been performed in some of the 
world’s finest concert halls including Birmingham’s 
Symphony Hall, Cardiff’s St David’s Hall, The 
Sage Gateshead, Holland’s De Lawei Concert 
Hall, Bergen’s Grieg Hall, London’s Royal Albert 
Hall and Sydney Opera House.

His composing skills have earned him 
commissions from various brass ensembles 
including Black Dyke Band, Cory Band, 
Brighouse and Rastrick Band, The National 
Youth Brass Band of Great Britain and The 
National Children’s Brass Band of Great Britain 
among many others. Paul has had commissions 
from international soloists such as Brett Baker, 
Les Neish, Perry Hoogendijk, David Childs and 
Owen Farr and his music has been featured on 
television and broadcast on many radio stations 
worldwide including BBC Radio 2 and Radio 3.

An accomplished percussionist, Paul has 
performed as a soloist with Black Dyke and as a 
guest soloist in various European countries, the 
United States of America and Japan.

He is also a celebrated conductor, winning the 
coveted Roy Newsome Conductors Award at 
the University of Salford and also the Welsh 
Regional Championships with the Royal Buckley 
Band in 2009. He has conducted various other 
ensembles including the Black Dyke Band, the 
Brighouse and Rastrick Band, The Co-operative 
Funeralcare Band, The National Children’s Band 
of Great Britain, The National Youth Brass Band 

PAUL LOVATT-COOPERdR NICHOLAS J. CHILdS
Music Director - Black Dyke Band
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of Scotland and the Salford University Brass 
Ensemble at a private concert for HRH Prince 
Charles.

Paul’s compositional talents have attracted 
attention from various musical circles including 
the world famous composer Karl Jenkins. Karl’s 
EMI Classics album entitled This Land of Ours, 

featuring music by Karl, included one other track 
that Karl enjoyed immensely which was Paul 
Lovatt-Cooper’s Where Eagles Sing. This piece 
also was performed by the Coldstream Guards 
on BBC Radio 2’s ‘Friday Night is Music Night’ 
programme and is the title track for the latest 
album by the band of The Army Air Corps.

The gala concerts of the National Championships 
of Great Britain have featured Paul’s music 
and so too have The National Championships 
of Switzerland and The European Brass Band 
Championships. His The Dark Side of the Moon 
was selected as a test piece for the National 
Brass Band Championships 2008 and received 
performances all over the world. It also was 
selected as the test piece for the Dutch National 
Championships 2008.

Paul has enjoyed writing various works for youth 
bands; his first Solar Eclipse was commissioned 
by Colin Duxbury and the Stockport Schools 
Band who performed it as part of their winning 
programme at the National Youth Championships 
of Great Britain in 2000. The Big Top was 
composed for the Wardle High School Band 
as part of their award winning performance at 
the National Festival of Music for Youth Final at 
Birmingham’s Symphony Hall in 2006. Dream 
Catchers was commissioned by the National 
Children’s Band of Great Britain in 2007 and 
has since been performed at York Minster in the 
summer of 2008 by the Yorkshire Youth Band. 
Paul was commissioned by the British Federation 
of Brass Bands to compose the test piece entitled 
Skylines for the National Youth Championships of 
Great Britain 2009. 

His major works, Within Blue Empires, Equilibrium 
and Sleepless Cities were used as the set works 

for the English National Championships, the 
World Brass Band Championships and the Butlins 
Mineworkers Entertainment Championships 
respectively. Within Blue Empires also was 
selected as the test piece for the Championship 
section at the Dutch National Championships 
2010.

Paul’s talents have led to many invitations to 
conduct masterclasses and rehearsals with 
various ensembles worldwide. His masterclasses 
have been with various wind, brass and percussion 
ensembles as well as many youth associations 
and organisations. The masterclasses and 
clinics have focussed on a variety of musical 
elements including composition, excellence in 
performance, arranging, conducting, rehearsal 
and practice techniques along with self esteem 
and team building sessions.

He is in high demand as a soloist, conductor and 
composer with a number of commissioned works 
in the pipeline over the next three years.

For further information visit 

www.plcmusic.com 

Paul and Nick

Paul Duffy, Joe Cook, Paul, 
Richard Marshall and Zoe Hancock


