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 1-3.  Suite from Stabat Mater © Prima Vista Musikk  Karl Jenkins arr. Childs & Wainwright
 i. Sancta Mater 3.08
 ii. Cantus Lacrimosus 3.32
 iii. Paradisi Gloria 3.05
 4.  Jubilance © SP&S   William Himes
  Cornet Soloist Iain Culross
 5.  Florentiner March (Fantasy on Brassed Off!!) © Prima Vista Musikk arr. Dan Price after Fuçík
 6.  Bring Him Home M/s   Claude-Michel Schönberg arr. Cook
  Soprano Cornet Soloist Kevin Crockford
 7.  Toccata © Studio Music   Bach arr. Ray Farr 
 8.  He Ain’t Heavy – He’s my Brother  © Kirklees Music  Bobby Scott & Bob Russell arr. Crooks
  Tenor Horn Soloist Miles Davison
 9.  Pel Mel © Paxton Music Ltd.   W. Hogarth Lear 
 10.  Napoli © Prima Vista Musikk   Bellstedt arr. Robert Childs
  Euphonium Soloist Michael Dodd
 11.  Tribute to the King of Swing © Prima Vista Musikk  Miller arr. Dan Price & Barrie Forgie 
 12.  Bolivar © Hawkes & Son   Eric Cook arr. Ashmore
  Trombone Soloist Chris Gomersall
 13.  Abide With Me © Prima Vista Musikk  W. H. Monk arr. Karl Jenkins trs. Peter Graham
 14. An American Tale © Prima Vista Musikk  Dan Price
  Narrator Frank Renton
 15.  The Bass in the Ballroom © Studio Music  Roy Newsome 
  Bass Soloist Shaun Crowther
 16.  1812 Overture © Prima Vista Musikk  Tchaikovsky arr. Robert Childs
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Suite from Stabat Mater Karl Jenkins arr. Robert Childs and Andrew Wainwright
The career of Karl Jenkins (b. 1944) encompasses being a jazz and rock musician, but he is now 
best known as the most performed living composer in the world. His twelve movement  Stabat Mater 
dates from 2008 and is an adaptation of the 13th Century Latin hymn which reflects the suffering 
of Mary, mother of Jesus, at the time of the crucifixion. Robert Childs and Andrew Wainwright have 
transcribed three of the twelve movements for brass band – i. Sancta Mater (Holy Mother), ii. Cantus 
Lacrimosus (Song of Tears) and iii. Paradisi Gloria (The Glory of Paradise).

Jubilance William Himes
Cornet Soloist Iain Culross
The American William Himes (b. 1949) is well known for his compositions and arrangements with 
over 70 publications to his credit. Jubilance was written for Peggy Thomas, the Principal Cornet of 
the Chicago Staff Band of the Salvation Army. The solo, written in the form of a ‘musical argument’ 
between soloist and band, is based around two Salvation Army songs with joy as their central theme, 
Joy Because Of You and If You Want Joy.
 
Florentiner March (Fantasy on Brassed Off!!) arr. Dan Price after Julius Fuçík
Dan Price’s arrangement weaves together some of the memorable tunes from the film Brassed Off! 
with which Grimethorpe Colliery Band is synonymous, including Danny Boy, the Florentiner March 
and the William Tell Overture.
 
Bring Him Home Claude-Michel Schönberg arr. Andrew Cook
Soprano Cornet Soloist Kevin Crockford
Les Misérables is one of the most famous and most performed musicals worldwide. It is based on 
the novel Les Misérables by Victor Hugo, which follows the struggles of a cast of characters as they 
seek redemption and revolution in 19th Century France. Andrew Cook has arranged this beautiful 
melody, which is sung in the musical by the main character, Jean Valjean, as a soprano cornet solo.

Soprano Cornet
Kevin Crockford

Principal Cornet
Iain Culross

Solo Cornets
Alan Hobbins
Matt Gledhill

Victoria Kennedy

Repiano Cornet
Jamie Cooper

Second Cornets
Richard Johnson

Nick Lees

Third Cornets
Adam Rosbottom

Paul Dale

Flugel Horn
David Moore

Solo Horn
Miles Davison

First Horn
Jim Fletcher

Second Horn
Steve Peacock

Solo Baritone
Mike Cavanagh

Second Baritone
Nick Young

Solo Euphonium
Michael Dodd

Second Euphonium
Philippe Schwartz

Solo Trombone
Chris Gomersall

Second Trombone
Richard Windle

Bass Trombone
Gareth Sykes

Eb Basses
Shaun Crowther

Roy Bowater

Bb Basses
Simon Gresswell
John Beaumont

Percussion
Carl Ryan

Pete Matthews
John Watterson

Minesh Patel
Rhianon Harding

BAND PERSONNEL
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Toccata  Bach arr. Ray Farr 
The Toccata and Fugue in D Minor is a piece of organ music attributed to Johann Sebastian Bach. It 
was first published in 1833 and is now one of the most famous works in the organ repertoire. This 
clever arrangement by Ray Farr is based on the pop group Sky’s version. Quite what Bach would have 
made of it we will never know! 

He Ain’t Heavy – He’s my Brother Bobby Scott and Bob Russell arr. Brian Crooks
Tenor Horn Soloist Miles Davison
Formed in1962 The Hollies became one of the leading British rock groups of the 1960s and into the 
mid 1970s. He Ain’t Heavy – He’s my Brother, a music ballad, was originally recorded by Kelly 
Gordon in 1969, but the song became a worldwide hit for The Hollies later that year. It has been 
covered by many artists since. This arrangement is by Brian Crooks, a former euphonium player with 
Leyland Band.

Pel Mel  W. Hogarth Lear 
W. Hogarth Lear was the pseudonym used by Elgar Howarth (b 1935), a fine trumpet player and 
renowned conductor of avant-garde music, when he wrote light music for brass band, and it is an 
anagram of his name. Elgar Howarth became the conductor of Grimethorpe Colliery Band in 1972 
and his first recording a year later included several of his W. Hogarth Lear compositions including Pel 
Mel, a real showpiece for the band.  

Napoli  Herman Bellstedt arr. Robert Childs
Euphonium Soloist Michael Dodd
Herman Bellstedt (1858-1926) was born in Germany but moved to Ohio, USA aged 9. He became 
a well-known American cornet soloist and in 1904 joined the Sousa Band. As a composer he wrote 
for band, orchestra, piano, violin and the cornet. His cornet solos remain popular today and include 
Napoli (Variations on a Neapolitan Song) which conductor Robert Childs has arranged for the euphonium.  
The Neapolitan Song is the popular ‘Funiculi, Funicula’ (composed by Luigi Denza in 1880) that 
celebrated the funicular railway built up the side of Italy’s Mount Vesuvius in 1880.   

at St. Paul’s Cathedral as part of the Lord Mayor of London’s inaugural celebrations. Grimethorpe 
became the first brass band to reach the number one spot in the Classic FM compact disc sales chart.

The band continues to have contest success winning the Brass in Concert Entertainment 
Championships for five years in succession, becoming the English National Brass Band Champion 
in 2007 and 2008, and the National Brass Band Champion of Great Britain in 2006 and 2007. The 
Band was voted Band of the Year for 2006 and 2007 by www.4barsrest.com.

In December 2013 Dr Robert Childs was appointed Principal Conductor and Director of Music.

www.grimethorpeband.com
www.grimethorpeyouthband.com
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Tribute to the King of Swing Glenn Miller arr. Dan Price and Barrie Forgie 
The American band leader Glenn Miller lost his life 70 years ago in1944 when his plane went missing 
over the English Channel. His big band swing music however lives on to this day. Leading ‘big band’ 
arranger Barry Forgie has woven together several of Miller’s best loved numbers which Dan Price has 
skilfully arranged for brass band.

Bolivar Eric Cook arr. Derek Ashmore
Trombone Soloist Chris Gomersall
Eric Cook (1916-1985) was a British conductor and composer of primarily light orchestral music. 
During the Second World War he played piano for the top bands. He wrote this dazzling and difficult 
Latin flavoured solo for trombone in 1954 which Derek Ashmore has arranged for brass band.

Abide With Me W. H. Monk arr. Karl Jenkins, transcribed Peter Graham 
The words to Abide With Me were written as a poem by Henry Francis Lyte in 1847. He set it to 
William Henry Monk’s hymn tune Eventide as he lay dying from tuberculosis. The poem has been 
set with other melodies throughout its existence but it is the original pairing with Monk’s tune that 
remains its most popular setting.  This setting by Karl Jenkins has been transcribed for brass band 
by Peter Graham.

An American Tale  Dan Price
Narrator Frank Renton
This musical tribute to the American civil war was premièred by Cory Band as part of their winning 
programme at the Brass in Concert Championship in 2008. It features The Battle Hymn of the Republic, 
The Girl I Left Behind, Kingdom Come, Yankee Doodle Dandy, The Soldier’s Return, Turkey in the Straw and 
ends with Amazing Grace, a song synonymous with slavery and selected to conclude the work as a 
reflection of the war’s primary goal. Each of the songs is scored in a pseudo-compositional style 
of an American composer including John Philip Sousa, Aaron Copland, Charles Ives and Leonard 
Bernstein.

Also during the 1970s the band achieved notoriety in the ‘pop’ world when it teamed up with Singer/
Songwriter Peter Skellern recording several best selling LPs and appeared at the London Palladium.

The later part of the last century saw the demise of the coal industry and in 1984, as the whole 
country was in the grip of a coal miner’s strike which was crippling the economy of the local 
region, the band won the British Open Brass Band Championships for the third time in its history. 
The mining industry continued to suffer from recession and closure and when the government 
announced on 13 October that Grimethorpe Colliery was to close the future of the band looked 
in doubt once more. Only four days after the closure was announced the band appeared in the 
National Brass Band Championships of Great Britain at the Royal Albert Hall, London and gained 
first place scoring 99 out of a possible 100 marks.

In 1996 the band featured on the soundtrack and also had extras in the movie Brassed Off. The 
band’s struggle through the countrywide pit closure programme and how it became National 
Champions was portrayed under the fictional name of Grimley Colliery Band. Subsequently the 
band has received two gold discs in the United Kingdom and one in Australia for the sales of the 
movie soundtrack.

Since the release of the film the band has travelled extensively throughout the world with tours to 
Australia (three times), Japan (twice), New Zealand, Hong Kong, the United States of America and 
most of Northern Europe.

With the closure of the colliery a new sponsor was sought and this came in the form of RJB Mining 
under its Chief Executive Richard Budge and when the sponsor changed its name in 2001 to UK 
Coal plc the band changed its name to Grimethorpe Colliery (UK Coal) Band. When UK Coal pulled 
the plug on the band’s sponsorship at the end of 2006, once more the financial saviour of the band 
came in the form of Richard Budge and his company Powerfuel from Doncaster.

The early part of the 21st Century saw this fantastic group of musicians continue to break new 
ground for brass bands, appearing at the Proms in the Park Concert held in Hyde Park, London and 
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The Bass in the Ballroom  Roy Newsome 
Bass Soloist Shaun Crowther

Roy Newsome (1930-2011) had over 100 compositions published. He described the The Bass in the 
Ballroom as “my most successful piece that seems to have captured the imagination of tuba players 
throughout the world.” It has been recorded and performed countless times, including at a New 
Year’s Eve concert in 2008 given by the Warsaw Philharmonic Orchestra with tuba virtuoso Øystein 
Baadsvik!  It was actually composed for Peter Wells, an EEb bass player with the Black Dyke Mills Band 
during the composer’s tenure as resident conductor of that band. 

1812 Overture Tchaikovsky arr. Robert Childs

The Year 1812, festival overture in Eb major, Op49, is more popularly known as the 1812 Overture. Written 
in 1880 by the Russian composer Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky to commemorate Russia’s defence of 
the country against Napoleon’s invading army, today it remains one of the most popular finales in 
orchestral concerts, and is also commonly heard accompanying firework displays! Robert Childs has 
skilfully crafted this arrangement which is shorter than the original, but does not fluctuate from the 
composer’s key structures, making this version the most authentic to date.

Tim Mutum

  

As an arranger and composer Ray has over one hundred published works and has written two books; 
one on conducting and the other on the famous Distin Family.

As an adjudicator, Ray is enormously experienced having judged hundreds of competitions, festivals 
and examinations around the world. 

Ray was recently voted “Conductor of the Year” by www.4barsrest.com and described by the specialist 
magazine Brass Band World as a ‘Legend’.

Grimethorpe Colliery Band 

Grimethorpe Colliery Band was formed in 1917 by a group of miners from the members of the 
previously disbanded Cudworth Colliery Band. From these early days comes a story, full of drama and 
success in the face of adversity unmatched by any other brass band in the world.

From the band’s first foray into competitions at Belle Vue Manchester in 1918 the band’s history 
is filled with contest success. The band has also been prolific in the recording studio; having first 
broadcast in 1932 it went on to feature on national radio on a monthly basis between 1941 and 1951.

In the early 1950s George Thompson took up the baton as Musical Director remaining at the helm 
until 1972, a period which saw contest success continue with the band winning the British Open 
contest for the first time. In July 1972 Elgar Howarth was appointed as the band’s first Professional 
Conductor and Musical Advisor. This was a defining moment in the history of the band with 
Howarth’s own unique compositions being featured regularly on the concert platform by the band. 
The band also featured repertoire by other eminent composers such as Sir Harrison Birtwhistle.

During 1974 Grimethorpe Band, along with Black Dyke Mills Band, became the first bands to perform 
at the Sir Henry Wood Promenade Concerts at the Royal Albert Hall, a feat repeated in 2007. 
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Dr Robert Childs is a leading figure in the 
world of brass music. For over thirty years he 
has performed at the highest level giving solo 
performances in many of the world’s most 
prestigious venues.

He has given master-classes throughout Europe’s 
finest conservatoires and is now recognised as 
a leading education specialist within his field. 
In 2000 Robert relinquished his position as 
Principal Euphonium with Black Dyke Band in 
order to become the Musical Director of Cory 
Band. During his tenure with Cory, the band 
won the World Brass Band Championships, 
National Brass Band Championships of Great Britain, Brass in Concert Championships, British Open 
Championships (three times), European Brass Band Championships (three times), Welsh Regional 
Championships (seven times) and led the Band to the number one position in the official World 
Rankings. 

In 2002 Robert was awarded a Doctorate in Musical Arts from the University of Salford and is also an 
Associate of The Royal College of Music and Fellow of The London College of Music. Robert gained 
a Masters Degree with distinction from the University of Leeds, holds a Post Graduate Certificate in 
Education from the Open University and in 2007 his remarkable achievements were recognised by 
the Worshipful Company of Musicians when he was awarded the prestigious Iles Medal.

In 2008 Robert was given Freedom of the City of London and also received the prestigious John 
Edwards Memorial Award by the Welsh Music Guild for outstanding contributions to Welsh Music.
Robert is currently Director of Brass Band Studies at the Royal Welsh College of Music, Chairman 

of the NYBBGB, advisor to the Harry Mortimer Trust and Managing Director of Performing Arts 
Education.

In December 2013 Robert was invited to become Principal Conductor and Director of Music at 
Grimethorpe Colliery Band. This was an offer he couldn’t refuse, stating that “Grimethorpe was the 
first top band I played Solo Euphonium for in the 1970s and is probably the most famous band in the 
world.” He accepted the post and the responsibilities of also being a trustee of the band.
Robert looks forward to many happy days with his new band.

Ray Farr
 
Ray Farr (b. 1948) was educated at Birmingham School 
of Music and at the Royal Academy of Music. After 10 
years as a professional musician with the BBC Radio 
Orchestra he started his career as a conductor. Ray has 
appeared in hundreds of concerts around the world 
and in some of the finest concert halls, including the 
Royal Albert Hall and the Sydney Opera House, and has 
gained a reputation as a stylish conductor and a planner 
of interesting concert programmes ranging from light 
music to ‘avant-garde’. He is equally adept in classical 
and modern music and has conducted opera, ballet and 
oratorio, and works regularly with various orchestras, 
bands and choirs.

In 2003 Ray accepted a position as Conductor in Residence at Durham University where he taught 
conducting and arranging, and combined this work with a busy freelance career.

Dr Robert Childs


