
 CD 1   
1 Destination Moon ©De Haske Paul Raphael 19.02 
 Cory Band conducted by Philip Harper

2 Jubilance ©SP&S William Himes 8.34 
 Thomas Fountain with Youth Brass 2000 conducted by Chris Jeans

3 Fanfare for a New Age ©Obrasso Goff Richards 1.42 
 Elland Silver Youth Band conducted by Samantha Harrison

4 Nordic Polska ©Wright & Round Anders Edenroth & Matti Kallio arr. Philip Harper 3.54 
 Cory Band conducted by Philip Harper

5 Rhapsody in Blue M/S Gershwin arr. Steven Verhaert 13.11 
 Jeroen Berwaerts with European Youth Brass Band conducted by Raf van Looveren

6 Flashlight ©De Haske Jan Van der Roost 2.04 
 European Youth Brass Band conducted by Raf van Looveren

7 Where Angels Fly ©Scherzando Music Publishing Kevin Houben 17.34 
 Valaisia Brass Band conducted by Arsène Duc

8 The Four Seasons ©Wright & Round Vivaldi arr. Philip Harper 3.16 
 Cory Band conducted by Philip Harper

    
 CD 2   
1 Insomnia ©Minor Scale Music Bart Picqueur 13.24 
 Italian Brass Band conducted by Filippo Cangiamila

2 Visions of Kolkhis ©Studio Music Tom Davoren 6.17 
 European Youth Brass Band conducted by Raf van Looveren

3 Crimond ©Studio Music Irvine arr. Goff Richards 3.30 
 European Youth Brass Band conducted by Raf van Looveren

4 Carnival of Venice ©Famous Music Publishing James arr. Mark Freeh 3.03 
 Tom Hutchinson with Cory Band conducted by Philip Harper

5 Dimensions ©Boosey & Hawkes Peter Graham 8.08 
 Young Brass Band Willebroek conducted by Frans Violet

6 Abide with Me ©Boosey & Hawkes Monk arr. Karl Jenkins 3.19 
 Cory Band conducted by Philip Harper

7 Fraternity ©De Haske Thierry Deleruyelle 18.43 
 Eikanger-Bjørsvik Musikklag conducted by Ingar H. Bergby



The standard of performance at the European 
Brass Band Championships has grown 
exponentially year on year and the 2017 event 
held at Oostende’s Kursaal was no exception. 
The art/sport of contesting is at the very core 
of the banding movement’s DNA and this week-
long festival culminating in a weekend of the 
very highest level of music making is our very 
own Olympics – the chance for enthusiasts of 
brass playing to witness the dizzying heights 
of what is achievable on our chosen family of 
instruments. Over the course of these two 
CDs you’ll hear music from both elements of 
the championship contest as well as from the 
now very well established Challenge Section, 
fledgling Youth Contest and the Gala Concert.

CD1 kicks off with probably the most talked 
about piece of the weekend; in fact people 
were talking about it long before the event 
even started. Apparently composed by Belgian 
Paul Raphael, Destination Moon was the one 
piece on the list of own choice pieces published 
by EBBA that people didn’t know anything 
about. Aside from a relatively new and rarely 
used twitter account, no information could be 
found about this unknown composer! We have 
since learned what many already expected; 
Paul Raphael was indeed Cory’s MD Philip 
Harper! Philip has since published his reasons 
for doing this, but either way it provided a 
bit of fun for everybody! The piece itself was 

wonderfully enjoyable and showed off Cory to 
their absolute best, most notably in the a niente 
ending – there was such control over this you 
couldn’t tell when the sound actually finished, 
you genuinely could have heard a pin drop in the 
hall. This Tintin inspired piece, based around an 
adventure of the same name that culminates in 
the launch of a Moon Rocket, is split into three 
continuous movements – i. Science, ii. Humanity 
and iii. The Launch. That aforementioned quiet 
ending representing the ground crew repeating 
the phrase “Earth calling Moon Rocket... Are you 
receiving me?” and contemplating the vastness 
of space.

The EBBC Youth Contest which runs on Sunday 
is now in its fourth year and gives some very 
talented young people a chance to perform 
alongside their heroes at this prestigious 
event. EBBA really should be applauded for 
their continued support of all things ‘youth’ – 
our future depends on it! 

That future appears safe when you witness 
musicians such as Thomas Fountain, well 
known to many of us as Principal Cornet 
of Virtuosi GUS Band and internationally 
acclaimed soloist. With Thomas in his role as 
Principal Cornet of Youth Brass 2000, in the 
premier section of the Youth Contest, we hear a 
knockout performance of Jubilance by William 
Himes which won him the Best Soloist prize.

The winners of the Youth Contest Premier 
Section were Young Brass Band Willebroek. 
Their performance on Sunday showed 
so much musical maturity, a wonderful 
homogenous sound and such technical ability 
in those so young. Dimensions by Peter 
Graham was composed in 1983, when Peter 
had just graduated from University, it was 
subsequently used in the second Section 
regional qualifiers in the UK and remains a 
really good test of a band, it’s just amazing 
to think that it’s youth bands which are being 
tested with it now!

Back to the Gala Concert and a really 
poignant moment that was created in the 
midst of all the musical fireworks when Cory 
Band performed Abide with Me, the second 
hymn tune arrangement on this CD set. It’s 
interesting to note brass bands still placing 
real value on these arrangements and that 
they clearly still resonate with an audience. 
This one was simply sublime.

There was very little disagreement when it was 
announced that Eikanger-BjØrsvik Musikklag 
had won the 2017 contest; there was a feeling 
around the hall that this was their year having 
had so many second, third and fourth places 
since their last win back in 1989. A lot of the 
talk amongst the audience and pundits alike 
was the brave move to employ the services 

of professional symphonic and wind band 
conductor Ingar H. Bergby. It turned out to be 
an inspired move, the maestro finding some 
extra intangible magic in both the set-test and 
own-choice disciplines and bringing out great 
musicality from his wards with big sweeping 
gestures.

Eikanger’s recent interpretation of Fraternity 
by Thierry Deleruyelle at the Norwegian 
National Championships had already gathered 
something of a mythical status due to 
Bergby’s involvement and their performance 
at the ‘Euros’ was hailed by those who heard 
both as even more engrossing.  Fraternity 
was commissioned for last year’s event and 
reflects rather beautifully on the mining 
disaster which occurred in Courrières in 
1906. It is a sweeping, dramatic piece in seven 
episodes in which the composer “didn’t want 
to write a difficult piece just for the sake of it”. 
Bergby and Eikanger produced a rendition that 
was engaging, exciting and had a real sense of 
cohesion to the narrative element. Make no 
mistake, as a potential modern classic of the 
repertoire, this piece will be heard many more 
times in the future, but this performance will 
last long in the memory.

The Development Section of the youth event 
was won by the wonderful Elland Silver Youth 
Band, there’s such obvious commitment 
to excellence from this young band and 
their conductor Samantha Harrison. They 
performed an entertaining and musically 
diverse programme from which you will hear 
the short and snappy opener Fanfare for a 
New Age by Goff Richards.

Saturday evening’s Gala Concert provides our 
next three pieces, this year the Gala featured 
reigning champion Cory and as always, the 
European Youth Brass Band. At the very start 
of the Concert Cory gave us Nordic Polska 
arranged by Philip Harper for their Brass in 
Concert 2016 winning set. After a suitably 
Welsh narration (from EBBC 2017 Best Soloist 
prize winner Glyn Williams) comes some 
almost unbelievable live playing, at breakneck 
speed – it certainly put a smile on the faces of 
the capacity Kursaal audience.

The EYBB brings so much youthful joy and 
enthusiasm to the Gala Concert each year, there 
are multiple other performance opportunities 
for them throughout this festival but this must 
be the one they look forward to the most! 
Their guest soloist this year was Belgian star 
trumpeter, Jeroen Berwaerts. Being the guest 
brass soloist at this event must be intimidating 
even for the most hardened of professionals. 

We hope you’ll enjoy hearing Berwaerts’ rock 
solid technique and unflappable musicality 
during Steven Verhaert’s epic arrangement of 
Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue.  This is followed 
by more excitement from the EYBB in the form 
of Flashlight by well-known Belgian composer 
Jan Van der Roost.

On Friday afternoon, at the very start of the 
contest, 12 of the best brass bands in the world 
gathered to do battle in the set-test element of 
the competition. It is now an accepted part of 
the ‘Euros’ experience that a new commission 
will be made for the test-piece and usually 
from a composer of the country hosting 
the event. This year, Belgian Kevin Houben 
delivered Where Angels Fly, a piece dedicated 
to the memory of Jesse Lefebvre, the young 
son of the composer’s best friend who died 
very suddenly whilst the piece was being 
composed. Obviously then, an emotive piece 
and as we’ve come to expect from the ‘Euros’ 
set-test, full of virtuosity, pressure-inducing 
solo moments and huge dynamic range; it was 
a popular choice with the knowledgeable EBBC 
audience. The Europeans were previously held 
in this venue in 2009 when the set-test was 
From Ancient Times by Jan Van der Roost, 
Kevin Houben’s composition teacher whilst he 
studied at the renowned Lemmensinstituut. 
The influence of Houben’s mentor and indeed 
the 2009 test piece is displayed proudly – this 

is a continuation of his teacher’s work and of 
the Belgian hosting of this event which ran like 
absolute clockwork!

Where Angels Fly is constructed around two 
themes, the first is extracted from Houben’s 
own name in a similar way to that used by one 
of his favourite composers – Shostakovich, 
using the notes B (H in the German notation 
system), Bb (B), E. Secondly the composer 
uses a chorale entitled La Prière by influential 
wind-band composer Paul Gilson. This chorale 
is only heard in full in the final Section of the 
piece which serves very much as the emotional 
climax of the work, bringing together ideas 
that up to this point have only been heard in 
fragments or as accompaniment figures. We 
hear the highest placed performance in this 
element of the competition by Valaisia Brass 
Band under Arsène Duc.

CD1 is brought to a close with Cory’s encore 
from the Gala Concert, Philip Harper’s 
scintillating arrangement of Vivaldi’s The Four 
Seasons. What stunning playing, bristling with 
energy from a band who had given everything 
they had during the preceding two days.

CD2 opens with Challenge Section winners, 
Italian Brass Band. The Challenge Section 
similarly grows in stature year on year and 
again congratulations to EBBA for continuing 
to support the Development of the ‘younger’ 

brass band countries. Italian Brass Band 
played with security and a real breadth of 
sound. Insomnia by Belgian Bart Picqueur was 
the set-test for the Challenge Section and is 
based on the poem by Italian-British  Dante 
Gabriel Rossetti (1828-1882). We hear the 
poem read by the band sotto voce during the 
piece to great effect and the musical imagery 
really brings the subject matter vividly to life. 
The piece opens with a musical representation 
of the restlessness of insomnia with repeating 
rhythmic ostinati and the listener is taken 
through myriad feelings and emotions by  
varying compositional techniques and 
influences. There is always though, a cohesion 
to the music, the composer says the piece is 
“intended to both Challenge and entertain, so 
enjoy!”

More youth music follows with EYBB’s Gala 
Concert performance of Visions of Kolkhis 
by Tom Davoren and the classic arrangement 
of the hymn tune Crimond by Goff Richards – 
what a great display of the variety of music this 
year’s band was exposed to.

And so on to our final soloist – Cory Band’s 
Tom Hutchinson, surely now one of the very 
best cornet players out there. His Gala Concert 
performance of the much-loved Harry James 
version of Carnival of Venice was outstanding 
and this fiendishly difficult solo was made to 
look effortless by Tom!
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