T

As a consultant, Brett has worked with Michael Rath
Professor Nicholas J. Childs
Musical Instruments for over 10 years on instrument
DMA, MA, FLCM, ARCM (Hons)
design and has assisted in production of a signature
a leading
mouthpiece.
This piece was commissioned by Brett Baker, and givesHeralded
scope forasvirtuosic
as figure in the worldwide
brass
Prof. Nicholas Childs (DMA well as lyrical playing. It is in one continuous movement,
butcommunity,
falls neatly into
As
a conductor,
Brett
hastwo
many
associations
with
Conducting,
three
sections. The
outer
are lively
and occasionally
light-hearted,University
requiring of Salford) has rightfully
bands
the North
of and
England,
and has
achieved
achieved
thethe
highest
a wideinrange
of notes
dynamics.
A singing
style is called
for in
middleinternational reputation as a
contest
successes
with and
Northop,
Ratby
and
performer,
teacher-clinician,
conductor, interpreter
section, where
the warmth
breath of
the instrument
are exploited.
There is
Longridge
He material
has been
guest
and
of new
a reprise ofbands.
the earlier
in the
finalconductor
section, before
the advocate
music reaches
an music, and producer of
ofenergetic
the University
of Salford Brass Band, the brass
pacesetting recordings.
conclusion.
band at the Royal Northern College of Music,
Kenneth Downie
bornMain
in Glasgow
educated
Greenock
High came
School,as a euphonium soloist and
success
Thoresby
Colliery, was
Carlton
Frickley and
Colliery
and at Initial
the Royal
Manchester
College
of Music
and Durham
University.
then brother, Dr Robert Childs,
partner
with hisHetalented
Leyland
Band.
In 2014 Brett
conducted
Tongwynlais
became a specialist
music teacher
before leaving
position
as Head
of Music
at Poole
Grammar
who his
together
have
toured
the world
as The
Childs
Temperance
at the National
Finals inofschools
Great Britain
to goAlbert
into the
jewellery
business
1976. In July 2001
Kenneth
was appointed
as of
‘creative
consultant’
most
Brothers,
performing
in many
the world’s
inSchool
the Royal
Hall,
London.
Brett isincurrently
to The Salvation
Music
department in famous
London with
special
responsibility
for theprestigious
nurture of
concert
halls
with the most
conductor
of theArmy’s
University
of Ministries
Salford Symphonic
promising
bands and orchestras. Taking up the baton as a brass
Wind
Band.young composers.
band conductor, Nicholas has had phenomenal
His
published
compositions,
now
numbering
over
50,
span
a period of 30 years and are mainly for brass band
As an adjudicator, Brett has judged the International
success with many brass bands, including highly
or choir. InAssociation
1998 and 2000
hisUSA,
Purcell
and Music for the Common Man were chosen as First Section
Trombone
in the
theVariations
National Solo
acclaimed regional and national championships.
regional test pieces
for the National
Brass
Band Championships.
Championships
in Switzerland,
many
Association
His of
current
tenure asArmy
Principal
Conductor
contests,
the aNational
Finals
Netherlands,
In April 2006,
tribute CD
fromin
Thethe
International
Staff Band
The Salvation
was released
onand
theMusic
SP&S
Director
of the
famous
Black
Band
hasforbeen
New
and mostthe
Area
Qualifiers
label.Zealand
The CD,and
St Australia,
Magnus, includes
first
studio recording
of that
music
which
was Dyke
the test
piece
the
marked
with
significant
contest
success,
as
well
as
for
the
National
Championships
of
Great
Britain.
Championship Section of the 2004 European Brass Band Championships.
a series of innovative concerts, world premieres,
In May 2007, it was announced that Kenneth Downie hadand
been
commissioned
andworks
had written
the band
test piece
recordings
of major
for brass
with
for the 2007 British Open Brass Band Championship. Visions
of Gerontius
is based
the hymn
tune Gerontius
a variety
of soloists
and on
musical
combinations.
Not
of John Bacchus Dykes.
content with these activities, Prof. Childs is in great
demand as a teacher, clinician, and consultant
throughout the academic community.

rombone Time - Kenneth Downie

R

hapsody
for Trombone - Gordon Langford
Black
Dyke Band

Located in the Yorkshire village of Queensbury, Black Dyke Band holds the highest rank in the worldwide
Langford’s Rhapsody for Trombone is one of the most popular and accessible
brass band community. Critics have rightfully declared it to ‘stand alone’ in the history of brass bands.
pieces written for solo trombone and brass band, though this in no way makes
Starting in 1816 as a brass and reed band, the modern brass band sites its founding year as 1855, under the
it an easy piece to play. Dating from 1975 the Rhapsody was the result of a
title Black Dyke Mills Band, named after the firm run by John Foster and Sons that sponsored the group. The
commission by Geoffrey Brand for a new work for trombone to be performed
band’s heralded story told in 150 Golden Years (1855-2005) by one of its former conductors, the late Dr Roy
by Don Lusher at the National Brass Band Finals Gala Concert at the Royal
Newsome, demonstrates a band that has dominated the British contest arena from its earliest days.
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In 2006, as part of its initiative to sponsor the work of young people, Black Dyke Band, under the guidance
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Friday Night is Music Night, Langford’s imaginative and
of the enterprise is to inspire and motivate young people aged 11 to 21 in full time education to achieve their
ingenious technique is familiar to millions.
full potential as musicians, composers and citizens.
The band takes its logo of the stag’s head and Latin quotation from the armorial bearings granted in 1857 to
John Foster, founder of the band. The quotation translates to... “ACT JUSTLY AND FEAR NOTHING”
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“The name Brett Baker has become an established, household name in the world of brass, not least for
John Golland was born in Ashton-under-Lyne on 14th September 1942. He was
the level of commitment and focus that this outstanding musician has given to his craft.”
an only child, who suffered problems with his sight until the age of 26. Golland
Professor David King
was educated at St Mary’s Catholic Primary School, Dukinfield, moving to De
La Salle College,
a scholarship
11. At de laasSalle
he was
taught
Englishman
Brett Salford,
Baker (b.on
1973),
is viewed aged
internationally
a leading
brass
performer and educator. He is
piano by the
school
music-master
and began
to learn
the violin
recorder;
passionate
about
encouraging
composers
to write
pioneering
newand
repertoire
and one of the most recorded
he
also
began
to
compose
and
to
arrange
hymns
for
the
annual
speech
days.
brass soloists. Brett is Programme Leader for Musical Arts at the University of Salford (Manchester). He
In 1960 hetoattended
teacher training
college
Oldham
(also Deand
LaisSalle),
continues
be an ambassador
for Michael
RathinBrass
Instruments
Principal Trombone of the world
beginning
his Dyke
first job
as He
a music
teacher
at StofAnselm’s
School, Oldham
in
famous
Black
Band.
is Festival
Director
both the Singapore
and Thailand
Low Brass Festivals and
He President
also studied
part-time
the RoyalSociety
Manchester
of Music,
with with singers such as Alison
is1964.
a past
of the
BritishatTrombone
(BTS).College
Brett has
performed
Thomas
Pitfield
(for
composition)
and
Marjorie
Clementi
(for
piano).
Goldfrapp and Hayley Westenra, trumpet soloist Alison Balsom and other world class trombone soloists
including Ian Bousfield, Wycliffe Gordon, Christian Lindberg and Joseph Alessi.
In his 20s Golland joined the Stalybridge Band, learning the euphonium; thereafter he regularly wrote and
Originally
thebrass
Forestand
of Dean,
Gloucestershire,
Brettthe
studied
at theBand
University
of Salford,
simultaneously
arranged from
for both
wind band.
He conducted
Boarshurst
and was
later the
Music Master
Fairey
Band
in (Mossley
1992, conducted
Major
Peter Parkes,
whom Band,
he hadFoden’s,
many contest
of the Westjoining
Hill Band
and
Choir
Brow). Hebyalso
directed
the Citywith
of Chester
James
successes
including Band
an historic
treble
1993/4.Transport
At SalfordRockingham
he was taught
by Professor
David
Shepherd Versatile
Brass, Dobcross
and the
W. in
Harrison
Band.
He conducted
King, whilst
also onwards,
studying many
for a degree
in Business
from 1975
of his works
havingEconomics.
been written for bands as a result.
frequently in Switzerland
In schools
2000 hefullwas
invited
to join
Dyke Band
by Professorand
Nicholas
Childs,
Initially Golland taught in
time,
but from
1970Black
concentrated
on composition
his work
with
achieving
contest
successes.
Now, as Fives
well as
performance
schedule
brass bands. His best-known
band enviable
works include
Sounds,
Atmospheres,
anda Threes,
Rêves d’Enfants,
specialising
in solo
of 60 and
concerts
a year,
enjoys presenting
workshops,
and Concertos for euphonium
for flugel
horn.Brett
In addition,
he wrote and
arranged incidental
music
for
performance
and band
training.
His research
includes
trombone
television (Dear Ladies), and
for young people,
including
a children’s
opera,
The Selfish
Giant. Insolo
the repertoire,
late 1980s
instrument
design
through
modular
assembly
and the psychology
of
he resumed teaching, intrombone
the department
of Media
Studies
at Salford
College
of Technology.
Golland died
performance.
Brett has produced over 30 solo albums, eight under his own label of
14th April 1993, after a long
illness.
White River Evocations, which produces and distributes CDs. He has performed
as guest soloist on a further 46 CDs. He has produced four sheet music
trombone solo albums and many arrangements for trombone and
piano. He regularly tours in the USA, Europe, Australia and New
Zealand as a soloist.

D

ance Sequence – Gareth Wood

Gareth Wood was born in Cilfynydd, Wales in 1950. He studied composition and
the double bass at The Royal Academy of Music, joining the Royal Philharmonic
Orchestra in 1972. Since then Gareth has toured extensively with the orchestra,
appearing at all the world’s major music festivals. He has also played for many
of the world’s greatest conductors, such as Stokowski, Kempe, Karl Bohm,
Haitink, Solti and has performed the “Ring” cycle at English National Opera with
Reginald Goodall. He became Chairman of the Royal Philharmonic in 1991, a
post he held for three years.

As a composer, he first came to the attention of the public in 1975 when his overture Tombstone, Arizona was
performed at the Royal Albert Hall during the National Brass Band Festival. Many works for band followed
and included test-pieces for the 1977 Butlins Youth Band Contest, the 1980 New Zealand Brass Band
Championships and the 1992 European Championships.
In 1981, his overture Suffolk Punch, a commission by the Royal Philharmonic, was premièred in Ipswich where
the work was encored. 1982 was the centenary of the famous Gunfight at the O.K. Corral and Gareth rearranged his overture Tombstone for the University of Arizona Symphonic Wind Band and it was actually
played in the O.K. Corral the very day of the anniversary!
His work Dance Sequence was written for the great Don Lusher in 1980 and due to difficult band
accompaniments has rarely been heard on the concert platform.

T

rombango – Stephen Roberts

Trombango was written for Brett Baker in 2015 and draws on the dance form
of the Argentine tango. It was premièred in Norway in 2016. It is rhapsodic in
nature, with the soloist having the option of stamping his feet in the trade-mark
tango rhythm, as well as exploring the wide expressive range of the trombone.
Stephen Roberts was born in London and studied at the Royal College of Music
with Alan Civil and composition at Birmingham University.
He is a founder member of the Fine Arts Brass and has been responsible for
many of the ensemble’s musical arrangements.
As well as playing the horn, he is also known as
a composer and conductor and has written works
for a variety of artists and orchestras, including
recent symphonic works for the BBC Symphony
Orchestra and English Symphony Orchestra and
two test pieces for the British Open Brass Band
Championships.
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Located in the Yorkshire village of Queensbury, Black Dyke Band holds the highest rank in the worldwide
Langford’s Rhapsody for Trombone is one of the most popular and accessible
brass band community. Critics have rightfully declared it to ‘stand alone’ in the history of brass bands.
pieces written for solo trombone and brass band, though this in no way makes
Starting in 1816 as a brass and reed band, the modern brass band sites its founding year as 1855, under the
it an easy piece to play. Dating from 1975 the Rhapsody was the result of a
title Black Dyke Mills Band, named after the firm run by John Foster and Sons that sponsored the group. The
commission by Geoffrey Brand for a new work for trombone to be performed
band’s heralded story told in 150 Golden Years (1855-2005) by one of its former conductors, the late Dr Roy
by Don Lusher at the National Brass Band Finals Gala Concert at the Royal
Newsome, demonstrates a band that has dominated the British contest arena from its earliest days.
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ingenious technique is familiar to millions.
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The band takes its logo of the stag’s head and Latin quotation from the armorial bearings granted in 1857 to
John Foster, founder of the band. The quotation translates to... “ACT JUSTLY AND FEAR NOTHING”
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