
1. The Liberty Bell © Boosey & Hawkes Sousa arr. J. Ord Hume 3.40

2. Odyssey © SP&S Kevin Norbury 12.11

3. Ave Maria ©Wright & Round J.S. Bach/Gounod arr. J.A. Greenwood 5.05
Cornet Soloist Richard Marshall

4. Intrepid Overture © Prima Vista Musikk William Himes 7.06
Première Recording

5. The Seal Lullaby © Chester Music Eric Whitacre arr. Paul Sharman 4.55
Flugel Soloist Zoe Hancock

6. Thingumybob © Obrasso Verlag Lennon & McCartney arr. Sandy Smith 1.48

7. Ol' Man River © Obrasso Verlag Kern arr. John Howarth 3.30

8. Endearing Young Charms © Prima Vista Musikk  Mantia arr. David Childs 6.24
Euphonium Soloist Daniel Thomas

9. All Through the Night © Chandos Music Gordon Langford 3.57

10-12. Paradise* © Boosey & Hawkes Paul Mealor 16.40
with Sheffield Philharmonic Chorus
Première Recording
i. Darkness Visible 5.58
ii. The Scherzo of Darkness 3.15
iii. Chorale ‘In Paradisum’ 7.26

*Conducted by Darius Battiwalla

Total CD Playing Time 66.06



It seems like only yesterday since the famous 
Black Dyke Band and conductor Professor 
Nicholas Childs first introduced the Gold CD 
series and yet, already, the band has reached 
Gold Volume VII. This opens with what is 
probably John Philip Sousa’s most famous 
march, The Liberty Bell.
 
Kevin Norbury’s Odyssey provides a 
change of mood. Composed for the 1999 
European Championships in Munich, 
it also was chosen as the test-piece for 
this year’s Championship section in the 
Regional Championships. In Yorkshire, 
this contest was won by Black Dyke Band 
which completed a hat-trick, the second 
in the band’s history. The Salvationist 
composer writes that “This piece was 
inspired by the ancient Celtic hymn Be 
Thou My Vision and Dante’s Inferno. Some 
may think this is a strange combination – 
perhaps it is, but these two sources will 
help in understanding the thinking behind 
the work. I have tried to portray the 
imaginary journey of a human soul from 
the ‘darkness’ of the earthbound situation 
to the ‘light’ of spiritual union with God.” 
 
An early taste of Christmas comes with 
the French composer Charles Gounod’s 
much-loved version of Ave Maria, 
described as ‘the most sacred of Christmas 
songs’. Here, the lovely melody is played 

by one of Britain’s finest cornet players, 
Richard Marshall. William Himes’ 
Intrepid Overture received its première 
performance by Black Dyke Band earlier 
in the year at Lincoln Cathedral in the 
presence of the composer. Nicholas Childs 
described the music as ‘very rhythmic in 
character’. Re-emphasising the blessing  
of a good sound is the mellifluous tone of 
Zoe Hancock playing the flugel horn in Eric 
Whitacre’s The Seal Lullaby.
 
Thingumybob is celebrating its 50th 
anniversary of one of the most famous 
recording sessions ever made with Black 
Dyke Mills Band and The Beatles. On the 
famous 45 rpm single this was the only 
instance where The Beatles were on Side B 
and Thingumybob was on Side A.
 
During any Black Dyke concert there 
is normally a section where a big band 
number is featured. No different in this 
recording where Jerome Kern’s Ol’ Man 
River is set to shine with Matt Rigg 
featured on the kit.
 
The Irish poet and songwriter, Thomas 
Moore, composed several very lovely 
songs including The Minstrel Boy and 
Believe me if all those endearing young charms. 
The song obviously attracted the famous 
euphonium player in Sousa’s band, Simone 
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Mantia, who wrote variations for this 
song. Daniel Thomas, the band’s Principal 
Euphonium performs Endearing Young 
Charms, which was arranged by the 
virtuoso euphonium player, David Childs, 
the conductor’s nephew.

Continuing in a lyrical mood the band plays 
Gordon Langford’s simple, yet truly beautiful 
song, All Through the Night. This performance 
is dedicated from Nicholas and the band 
members to the memory of Ian Williams, the 
wonderful principal cornet player of Cory 
Band, who sadly died earlier in 2018.

Finally, the band gives the listener plenty 
to think about with a thought-provoking 
work, Paradise, composed by Paul Mealor. 
In this performance the band is joined 
by Sheffield Philharmonic Chorus, and 
their chorus master Darius Battiwalla also 
conducts this world première recording 
of the work. Paradise was commissioned 
by Nicholas Childs for the Black Dyke 
Band with funds provided by Arts Council 
England.

Alan Jenkins

Located in the Yorkshire village of 
Queensbury, Black Dyke Band holds the 
highest rank in the worldwide brass band 
community. Critics have rightfully declared 
it to ‘stand alone’ in the history of brass 
bands. Starting in 1816 as a brass and 
reed band, the modern brass band sites its 
founding year as 1855, under the title Black 
Dyke Mills Band, named after the firm run 
by John Foster and Sons that sponsored 
the group. The band’s heralded story told 
in 150 Golden Years (1855-2005) by one 
of its former conductors, the late Dr Roy 
Newsome, demonstrates a band that has 
dominated the British contest arena from its 
earliest days.

Not content to rest on past laurels, Black 
Dyke has continued to garner significant 
wins under its current Music Director, Prof. 
Nicholas Childs, who took on musical 
leadership of the band in the autumn of 
2000. In 2015, the band became European 
Champion Band for the 13th time. Although 
they have not entered the contest every 
year, in 2014 the band, for the 30th time, 
was declared British Open Champion at 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham. The band 
has also been National Champion of Great 
Britain on 23 occasions, most recently in 
October 2014, becoming Double Champions 
in 2014. In 2009, and again in 2011, 2012 
and 2013, it became Champion Band at 

the English National Championships. Black 
Dyke Band is the most recorded band in 
the world, with over 350 recordings and 
the number growing every year. Under Prof. 
Childs, it has received multiple CD of the 
Year awards in the brass press. One mark of 
the band’s reputation came in August 2007 
when Black Dyke was invited to take part in 
the BBC Promenade Concerts at the Royal 
Albert Hall, London. The band has appeared 
in major concerts halls around the world 
from New York to Tokyo. Its performing 
and recording schedule can be considered 
among the busiest and most productive of 
any British brass band.

In 2006, as part of its initiative to sponsor 
the work of young people, Black Dyke Band, 
under the guidance of Prof. Nicholas Childs 
assisted by qualified members, formed the 
Yorkshire Youth Brass Band. The purpose 
of the enterprise is to inspire and motivate 
young people aged 11 to 21 in full time 
education to achieve their full potential as 
musicians, composers and citizens.

The band takes its logo of the stag’s head and 
Latin quotation from the armorial bearings 
granted in 1857 to John Foster, founder of the 
band. The quotation translates to...

“ACT JUSTLY AND FEAR NOTHING”
www.blackdykeband.co.uk

Black Dyke Band



Heralded as a leading figure in the worldwide 
brass community, Professor Nicholas 
Childs (DMA – Conducting, University of 
Salford) has rightfully achieved the highest 
international reputation as a performer, 
teacher-clinician, conductor, interpreter 
and advocate of new music, and producer 
of pacesetting recordings. Initial success 
came as a euphonium soloist and partner 
with his talented brother, Dr Robert Childs, 
who together have literally toured the 
world as The Childs Brothers, performing 
in many of the world’s most famous 
concert halls with the most prestigious 
bands and orchestras. Taking up the baton 
as a brass band conductor, Nicholas has 
had phenomenal success with many brass 
bands, including highly acclaimed regional 
and national championships. His current 
tenure as Principal Conductor and Music 
Director of the famous Black Dyke Band 
has been marked with significant contest 
success, as well as a series of innovative 
concerts, world premières and recordings of 
major works for brass band with a variety 
of soloists and musical combinations. He 
continues his advocacy of new music within 
the outstanding catalogue of brass and 
wind band recordings he has recorded and 
produced. Not content with these activities, 
Professor Childs is in great demand as a 

teacher, clinician and consultant throughout 
the academic community.

In the brass band contest scene he has 
reached the pinnacle of success with six wins 
at the National Championships of Great 
Britain; 2001, 2004, 2008, 2009 and 2014 
with Black Dyke Band and 1999 with Foden’s 
Courtois. With Black Dyke he has also won 
the coveted British Open in 2005, 2006 and 
2014, and the European Championship in 

Professor Nicholas J. Childs  
DMA, MA, FLCM, ARCM (Hons)

2005, 2012 and 2015. He won his first English 
National Championship with Black Dyke in 
June 2009, and again in 2011, 2012 and 2013.
In 2006 Professor Childs received an 
honorary doctorate and in 2008 he accepted 
a Professorship from Leeds Metropolitan 
University. 

In 2007 Nicholas Childs received the Iles 
Medal from the Worshipful Company of 
Musicians in recognition of his outstanding 
contribution to the brass band movement. 
A year later, in 2008, he was awarded the 
Freeman of the City of London. Most recently 
Nicholas was awarded a Professorship at the 
Royal Northern College of Music. College 
Principal, Professor Linda Merrick, revealed 
that “We are very proud to be able to honour 
Nicholas Childs’ outstanding contribution to 
the music profession with a professorial title 
and I look forward to working with him as 
we enhance our brass band offer at the Royal 
Northern College of Music under the aegis of 
the new Philip Jones Centre of Brass.”

As one of the world’s most recognized 
masters of the euphonium and brass 
specialist, Nicholas has performed and taught 
throughout the United Kingdom, Europe, 
Australia, Africa, the Far East, Canada, and 
the United States. He has appeared with 
such groups as the BBC Philharmonic, Hallé 
Orchestra, United States Marine Band (“The 
President’s Own”), the London Symphony 
Brass and the Canadian Brass. In addition, he 

has been featured with nearly every major 
brass band throughout the world and many 
wind bands, especially in university settings 
within the United States, where he has been 
equally acclaimed for his teaching and clinic 
work.

With his roots in the British brass band 
tradition, having first been trained in the 
Tredegar (Wales) Youth Band, Professor 
Childs continues to give important 
emphasis to the development of the brass 
band movement. This comes through his 
commitment to the training of outstanding 
young musicians both at the collegiate level 
and within the National Youth Brass Band of 
Great Britain. He has taken his teaching and 
conducting skills to a variety of outstanding 
brass bands outside the UK. 

Nicholas Childs is the current Artistic 
Director and founder of the Yorkshire 
Youth Brass Band and Music Director for 
the National Children’s Brass Band of Great 
Britain. He has served as the Director of The 
National Youth Brass Band of Denmark and 
Associate Conductor of the National Youth 
Brass Band of Great Britain, and has gained 
national championship titles in England, 
Wales, Scotland, France, Sweden and 
Norway.

Heralded as a leading figure in the worldwide 
brass community, Professor Nicholas 
Childs (DMA – Conducting, University of 
Salford) has rightfully achieved the highest 
international reputation as a performer, 
teacher-clinician, conductor, interpreter 
and advocate of new music, and producer 
of pacesetting recordings. Initial success 
came as a euphonium soloist and partner 
with his talented brother, Dr Robert Childs, 
who together have literally toured the 
world as The Childs Brothers, performing 
in many of the world’s most famous 
concert halls with the most prestigious 
bands and orchestras. Taking up the baton 
as a brass band conductor, Nicholas has 
had phenomenal success with many brass 
bands, including highly acclaimed regional 
and national championships. His current 
tenure as Principal Conductor and Music 
Director of the famous Black Dyke Band 
has been marked with significant contest 
success, as well as a series of innovative 
concerts, world premières and recordings of 
major works for brass band with a variety 
of soloists and musical combinations. He 
continues his advocacy of new music within 
the outstanding catalogue of brass and 
wind band recordings he has recorded and 
produced. Not content with these activities, 
Professor Childs is in great demand as a 

teacher, clinician and consultant throughout 
the academic community.

In the brass band contest scene he has 
reached the pinnacle of success with six wins 
at the National Championships of Great 
Britain; 2001, 2004, 2008, 2009 and 2014 
with Black Dyke Band and 1999 with Foden’s 
Courtois. With Black Dyke he has also won 
the coveted British Open in 2005, 2006 and 
2014, and the European Championship in 
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2005, 2012 and 2015. He won his first English 
National Championship with Black Dyke in 
June 2009, and again in 2011, 2012 and 2013.
In 2006 Professor Childs received an 
honorary doctorate and in 2008 he accepted 
a Professorship from Leeds Metropolitan 
University. 

In 2007 Nicholas Childs received the Iles 
Medal from the Worshipful Company of 
Musicians in recognition of his outstanding 
contribution to the brass band movement. 
A year later, in 2008, he was awarded the 
Freeman of the City of London. Most recently 
Nicholas was awarded a Professorship at the 
Royal Northern College of Music. College 
Principal, Professor Linda Merrick, revealed 
that “We are very proud to be able to honour 
Nicholas Childs’ outstanding contribution to 
the music profession with a professorial title 
and I look forward to working with him as 
we enhance our brass band offer at the Royal 
Northern College of Music under the aegis of 
the new Philip Jones Centre of Brass.”

As one of the world’s most recognized 
masters of the euphonium and brass 
specialist, Nicholas has performed and taught 
throughout the United Kingdom, Europe, 
Australia, Africa, the Far East, Canada, and 
the United States. He has appeared with 
such groups as the BBC Philharmonic, Hallé 
Orchestra, United States Marine Band (“The 
President’s Own”), the London Symphony 
Brass and the Canadian Brass. In addition, he 

has been featured with nearly every major 
brass band throughout the world and many 
wind bands, especially in university settings 
within the United States, where he has been 
equally acclaimed for his teaching and clinic 
work.

With his roots in the British brass band 
tradition, having first been trained in the 
Tredegar (Wales) Youth Band, Professor 
Childs continues to give important 
emphasis to the development of the brass 
band movement. This comes through his 
commitment to the training of outstanding 
young musicians both at the collegiate level 
and within the National Youth Brass Band of 
Great Britain. He has taken his teaching and 
conducting skills to a variety of outstanding 
brass bands outside the UK. 

Nicholas Childs is the current Artistic 
Director and founder of the Yorkshire 
Youth Brass Band and Music Director for 
the National Children’s Brass Band of Great 
Britain. He has served as the Director of The 
National Youth Brass Band of Denmark and 
Associate Conductor of the National Youth 
Brass Band of Great Britain, and has gained 
national championship titles in England, 
Wales, Scotland, France, Sweden and 
Norway.



Mantia, who wrote variations for this 
song. Daniel Thomas, the band’s Principal 
Euphonium performs Endearing Young 
Charms, which was arranged by the 
virtuoso euphonium player, David Childs, 
the conductor’s nephew.

Continuing in a lyrical mood the band plays 
Gordon Langford’s simple, yet truly beautiful 
song, All Through the Night. This performance 
is dedicated from Nicholas and the band 
members to the memory of Ian Williams, the 
wonderful principal cornet player of Cory 
Band, who sadly died earlier in 2018.

Finally, the band gives the listener plenty 
to think about with a thought-provoking 
work, Paradise, composed by Paul Mealor. 
In this performance the band is joined 
by Sheffield Philharmonic Chorus, and 
their chorus master Darius Battiwalla also 
conducts this world première recording 
of the work. Paradise was commissioned 
by Nicholas Childs for the Black Dyke 
Band with funds provided by Arts Council 
England.

Alan Jenkins

Located in the Yorkshire village of 
Queensbury, Black Dyke Band holds the 
highest rank in the worldwide brass band 
community. Critics have rightfully declared 
it to ‘stand alone’ in the history of brass 
bands. Starting in 1816 as a brass and 
reed band, the modern brass band sites its 
founding year as 1855, under the title Black 
Dyke Mills Band, named after the firm run 
by John Foster and Sons that sponsored 
the group. The band’s heralded story told 
in 150 Golden Years (1855-2005) by one 
of its former conductors, the late Dr Roy 
Newsome, demonstrates a band that has 
dominated the British contest arena from its 
earliest days.

Not content to rest on past laurels, Black 
Dyke has continued to garner significant 
wins under its current Music Director, Prof. 
Nicholas Childs, who took on musical 
leadership of the band in the autumn of 
2000. In 2015, the band became European 
Champion Band for the 13th time. Although 
they have not entered the contest every 
year, in 2014 the band, for the 30th time, 
was declared British Open Champion at 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham. The band 
has also been National Champion of Great 
Britain on 23 occasions, most recently in 
October 2014, becoming Double Champions 
in 2014. In 2009, and again in 2011, 2012 
and 2013, it became Champion Band at 

the English National Championships. Black 
Dyke Band is the most recorded band in 
the world, with over 350 recordings and 
the number growing every year. Under Prof. 
Childs, it has received multiple CD of the 
Year awards in the brass press. One mark of 
the band’s reputation came in August 2007 
when Black Dyke was invited to take part in 
the BBC Promenade Concerts at the Royal 
Albert Hall, London. The band has appeared 
in major concerts halls around the world 
from New York to Tokyo. Its performing 
and recording schedule can be considered 
among the busiest and most productive of 
any British brass band.

In 2006, as part of its initiative to sponsor 
the work of young people, Black Dyke Band, 
under the guidance of Prof. Nicholas Childs 
assisted by qualified members, formed the 
Yorkshire Youth Brass Band. The purpose 
of the enterprise is to inspire and motivate 
young people aged 11 to 21 in full time 
education to achieve their full potential as 
musicians, composers and citizens.

The band takes its logo of the stag’s head and 
Latin quotation from the armorial bearings 
granted in 1857 to John Foster, founder of the 
band. The quotation translates to...

“ACT JUSTLY AND FEAR NOTHING”
www.blackdykeband.co.uk

Black Dyke Band
It seems like only yesterday since the famous 
Black Dyke Band and conductor Professor 
Nicholas Childs first introduced the Gold CD 
series and yet, already, the band has reached 
Gold Volume VII. This opens with what is 
probably John Philip Sousa’s most famous 
march, The Liberty Bell.
 
Kevin Norbury’s Odyssey provides a 
change of mood. Composed for the 1999 
European Championships in Munich, 
it also was chosen as the test-piece for 
this year’s Championship section in the 
Regional Championships. In Yorkshire, 
this contest was won by Black Dyke Band 
which completed a hat-trick, the second 
in the band’s history. The Salvationist 
composer writes that “This piece was 
inspired by the ancient Celtic hymn Be 
Thou My Vision and Dante’s Inferno. Some 
may think this is a strange combination – 
perhaps it is, but these two sources will 
help in understanding the thinking behind 
the work. I have tried to portray the 
imaginary journey of a human soul from 
the ‘darkness’ of the earthbound situation 
to the ‘light’ of spiritual union with God.” 
 
An early taste of Christmas comes with 
the French composer Charles Gounod’s 
much-loved version of Ave Maria, 
described as ‘the most sacred of Christmas 
songs’. Here, the lovely melody is played 

by one of Britain’s finest cornet players, 
Richard Marshall. William Himes’ 
Intrepid Overture received its première 
performance by Black Dyke Band earlier 
in the year at Lincoln Cathedral in the 
presence of the composer. Nicholas Childs 
described the music as ‘very rhythmic in 
character’. Re-emphasising the blessing  
of a good sound is the mellifluous tone of 
Zoe Hancock playing the flugel horn in Eric 
Whitacre’s The Seal Lullaby.
 
Thingumybob is celebrating its 50th 
anniversary of one of the most famous 
recording sessions ever made with Black 
Dyke Mills Band and The Beatles. On the 
famous 45 rpm single this was the only 
instance where The Beatles were on Side B 
and Thingumybob was on Side A.
 
During any Black Dyke concert there 
is normally a section where a big band 
number is featured. No different in this 
recording where Jerome Kern’s Ol’ Man 
River is set to shine with Matt Rigg 
featured on the kit.
 
The Irish poet and songwriter, Thomas 
Moore, composed several very lovely 
songs including The Minstrel Boy and 
Believe me if all those endearing young charms. 
The song obviously attracted the famous 
euphonium player in Sousa’s band, Simone 
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 1. The Liberty Bell © Boosey & Hawkes  Sousa arr. J. Ord Hume 3.40 

 2. Odyssey © SP&S   Kevin Norbury 12.11

 3. Ave Maria  ©Wright & Round  J.S. Bach/Gounod arr. J.A. Greenwood 5.05
  Cornet Soloist Richard Marshall   

 4. Intrepid Overture  © Prima Vista Musikk William Himes 7.06
  Première Recording

 5. The Seal Lullaby  © Chester Music  Eric Whitacre arr. Paul Sharman 4.55
  Flugel Soloist Zoe Hancock  

 6. Thingumybob  © Obrasso Verlag  Lennon & McCartney arr. Sandy Smith 1.48

 7. Ol' Man River  © Obrasso Verlag  Kern arr. John Howarth 3.30

 8. Endearing Young Charms © Prima Vista Musikk  Mantia arr. David Childs 6.24
  Euphonium Soloist Daniel Thomas  

 9. All Through the Night  © Chandos Music Gordon Langford 3.57

 10-12. Paradise*  © Boosey & Hawkes  Paul Mealor 16.40 
  with Sheffield Philharmonic Chorus
  Première Recording
  i. Darkness Visible  5.58
  ii. The Scherzo of Darkness 3.15
  iii. Chorale ‘In Paradisum’ 7.26

  *Conducted by Darius Battiwalla
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