


With the dawn of 2019 Cory Band was, for the 12th consecutive year, 
pronounced to be the number one ranked brass band in the world – 
reason enough on its own for the title of this, the band’s latest album, to 
evoke images of conquering stars on the global stage. 

The title track, Summon the Heroes, was written by one of the biggest living icons in the 
world of composing, American John Williams, now well into his ninth decade and still 
creating music which delights audiences everywhere. Cory Band’s leader and Principal 
Cornet Tom Hutchinson sparkles in the opening cornet solo, transcribed brilliantly by 
Philip Sparke from the original trumpet solo created for Tim Morrison and the Boston Pops 
Orchestra. The music was composed in 1996 for the opening ceremony of the Olympic 
Games in Atlanta and is a fitting curtain-raiser for Cory’s programme.

Cory picks out three musical heroes from 
the orchestral world for the first part of the 
programme. Franz von Suppé excelled in the 
field of light opera in the mid-19th century 
with his natural gift for melody enhancing 
all of his scores. Morning, Noon and Night in 
Vienna opened in the eponymous city on 26 
February 1844, and promptly closed again 
three days later. Fortunately, the music has 
had a longer lifespan and this arrangement 
by James Ord Hume from the early 20th 
century features an extended euphonium 
solo played here with consummate style by 
Glyn Williams. Principal Horn Ailsa Russell 
features in the Finale from Cello Concerto 
of Joseph Haydn. Ailsa demonstrates her 
pinpoint accuracy in delivery in this solo 
which has become a real favourite at Cory 
concerts. Following this is British composer 
Vaughan Williams’ English Folk Songs 

Suite. Composed in 1923, this suite has 
always retained its popularity in the world 
of bands, and has three movements all 
consisting of various English folk music: 
March – Seventeen Come Sunday; Intermezzo 
– My Bonny Boy; and March – Folk Songs 
from Somerset. There are other folk songs 
intertwined: Pretty Caroline and Dives and 
Lazarus in the first movement; Green Bushes 
in the second; and Blow Away the Morning 
Dew, High Germany, Whistle Daughter 
Whistle and John Barleycorn in the third.
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For the central part of the album, Cory 
Band turns to a hero of literature, William 
Shakespeare, and a retelling of his famous 
tale, the tragedy of Romeo and Juliet, 
with all music composed or arranged by 
Musical Director Philip Harper. O Verona 
sets the scene of the feuding families 
the Montagues and Capulets, and is 
taken from the 1996 movie Romeo + Juliet 
directed by Baz Luhrmann. Lord Capulet 
decides to hold a masquerade ball which is 
portrayed in Caribe by Domincan Republic 
composer/pianist Michel Camilo. Romeo 
(a Montague and definitely not invited) 
gatecrashes the party where he meets 
Lord Capulet’s daughter Juliet for the first 
time, creeping back to try and catch a 
final glimpse of her at her balcony. This 
scene is depicted by the Love Theme from 

Tchaikovsky’s Fantasy Overture Romeo and 
Juliet, where the star-crossed lovers are 
played by real life husband and wife Glyn 
(euphonium) and Helen Williams (flugel 
horn). Although Juliet is betrothed to marry 
Paris, Friar Lawrence marries Romeo and 
Juliet secretly the following morning, hoping 
it might encourage less enmity between the 
two warring families.

Romeo meets Tybalt on the street, and 
Tybalt wants to fight. Romeo is reluctant, 
but Tybalt kills Romeo’s best friend Mercutio 
inciting Romeo to attack and kill Tybalt. 
Clans Collide by Philip Harper illustrates this 
bloodthirsty scene, with the role of Tybalt 
played by soprano cornetist Steve Stewart, 
and Mercutio played by trombone Chris 
Thomas. After the death of Tybalt, Romeo 

is banished from Verona whilst Juliet’s 
wedding to Paris is brought forward. Friar 
Lawrence concocts his famous plan, telling 
Juliet to fake her own death on her wedding 
day. This she does, and her family grieves. 
Romeo returns to see if news of Juliet’s 
death is true, killing Paris on the way. Upon 
arrival at her tomb he sees Juliet lying ‘dead’ 
and, grief-stricken, he poisons himself. 
Philip Harper’s Lament demonstrates 
the outpouring of sadness, first for Juliet 
(Helen Williams, flugel) then Paris (Tom 
Hutchinson, cornet) and finally for Romeo 
(Glyn Williams, euphonium).

Juliet’s potion wears off and she finds Romeo 
dead beside her. She realises that her life 
cannot go on without him, so she stabs 
herself to death with a dagger. Cory plays 

Richard Wagner’s Liebestod (Love Death) 
from the opera Tristan and Isolde, another 
tragic couple who are united in death born 
from love, and the music transfigures this 
terrible tragedy into something at peace. 
For Romeo and Juliet we can only hope 
that there is a place somewhere where 
they can finally be together, and the band 
ends its retelling of the story with Leonard 
Bernstein’s Somewhere from West Side Story 
with the touching trombone solo played 
exquisitely by Chris Thomas.
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GLOBETROTTING 
HEROES
The album finishes with several pieces 
from around the world – reflecting the 21st 
century Cory Band and its globetrotting 
schedule. Night Flight to Madrid was made 
famous by the Leslie Brothers in the 1950s 
and 60s whilst The Spirit of St Louis tells 
the story of Charles Lindbergh’s record-
breaking solo flight across the Atlantic 
Ocean in 1927. This piece was the winner 
of the Cory Band RWCMD Composition 
Prize in 2018 and the composer is Andrew 
Wainwright. Huapango is colourful music 
by the Mexican composer José Pablo 
Moncayo, but the album ends where 
it began with the heroic music of John 
Williams, this time with his 1984 film theme 
Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom in 
the famous brass band arrangement by 
Ray Farr.

Cory Band made history in 2016 by winning a Grand Slam, as well 
as becoming the first band in history to be Quadruple Champions – 
simultaneously holding the National, British Open, European and Brass 
in Concert titles. However, it has a long and illustrious history. Formed in 
1884, it originally bore the name ‘Ton Temperance’. In 1895 Sir Clifford 
Cory, the local colliery owner, heard the band and offered to provide 
financial assistance, resulting in the band’s change of name to Cory.

In 1980 the band became European Champion and in 1984, its centenary year, it won the third 
in a hat-trick of National titles at the Royal Albert Hall, London, conducted by the charismatic 
Major Arthur Kenney. In 2000 the band achieved a historic double by winning both the 
Nationals and, for the first time in its history, the British Open, conducted by Dr Robert Childs. 
In 2008-10 the band achieved a hat-trick of European Brass Band Champion titles.
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Since 2012, the band has been conducted 
by Philip Harper, winning another two 
European titles (2013, 2016), three 
Nationals (2013, 2015, 2016) five Brass 
in Concert titles (2012, 2013, 2015, 2016, 
2018) and the British Open (2016, 2018). In 
2014, it became the inaugural winner of TV 
Channel S4C’s Band Cymru programme. 
It toured Australia in 2013 and the USA in 
February 2016, 40 years after its last visit.

Cory Band has also developed musically 
outside of the contest field. In 2001, together 
with the BBC National Orchestra of Wales it 
was appointed as resident ensemble to the 
Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama, 
and in the same year appointed Dr John 
Pickard as its Composer in Residence. 
John Pickard’s tenure with the band ended 
in July 2005 when the band made history 
giving the première performance of his Gaia 

Symphony at the prestigious Cheltenham 
International Festival. The Symphony was 
broadcast live on Radio 3 and lasting over 
an hour in duration, it is currently the largest 
scale original work in the repertory.

The band is dedicated to new music, 
raising the profile of the brass band genre 
and keeping music alive in Wales. It has 
an active commissioning policy and has 
performed works by many of Britain’s 

leading composers; John McCabe, Judith 
Bingham, Elgar Howarth, Edward Gregson, 
Alun Hoddinott, Karl Jenkins, Gareth 
Wood, David Bedford, to name but a few. 
The band’s current Composer in Residence 
is Christopher Bond.

Cory is also passionate about education 
and the Cory Academy was established in 
2013. It is, in effect, Cory Band’s outreach 
programme, and there are now 15 local 

member bands for whom Cory Band 
provides tuition and advice to young players 
on a weekly basis, as well as recruiting in 
local schools.

Cory Band is recognised as one the 
Principality’s finest and most innovative 
music ensembles. Its numerous recordings 
and live concert performances have 
received worldwide acclaim.

www.coryband.com



Philip Harper became Musical Director 
of Cory Band in 2012. Since then he has 
won all the major trophies, including an 
unprecedented Grand Slam of major titles in 
2016; the Europeans, the British Open, the 
Nationals and Brass in Concert, all won in 
a single calendar year. As well as becoming 
the only living conductor to have achieved 
a conventional Grand Slam, he became the 
only ever conductor to achieve what has 
since become known as the ‘Harper Slam’. 
Philip won the coveted  4barsrest Conductor 
of the Year Award in 2013, 2015 and 2016. 
In recent years he was a guest conductor of 
Manger Musikklag in Norway, the National 
Youth Brass Band of Wales and the Royal 
Philharmonic Orchestra Symphonic Brass, 
amongst many others.

A resident of Gloucester, Philip was the 
Editor of Brass Band World magazine 
between 2009 and 2015 and, since 2005 
has been the Music Editor of the historic 
Wright and Round publishing company.

Philip is a prolific composer and his original 
works and arrangements are played all 
over the world. In 2016 he composed A 
Shakespearean Triptych for a 650-strong 
joint ensemble and choir conducting the 
first performance in a packed Royal Albert 
Hall at the Last Night of the Schools Prom. 
You can find out more detail and listen to 
audio excerpts of Philip’s music at
www.philipharper.co.uk.

PHILIP HARPER
MUSICAL DIRECTOR

En route to this point in his life, 
Philip graduated from the University 
of Bristol in 1994 before going 
on to take a Masters Degree in 
Composition and a Post-Graduate 
Certificate in Education. He had a 
successful performing career and 
was the Principal Tenor Horn of the 
National Youth Brass Band of Great 
Britain and the Sun Life Band in 
Bristol, as well as winning through 
to the Brass Final of the BBC Young 
Musician of the Year in 1991. Between 
1996 and 1998 he lived in Japan and 
was a guest soloist with most of the 
‘British-style’ brass bands with whom 
he still keeps a close connection, 
visiting annually.
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Recorded by World of Sound at St Teilo’s Church, Cardiff 
on 21 & 22 November and 12 & 13 December 2018
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1. Summon the Heroes © Anglo Music John Williams trs. Philip Sparke

CLASSICAL HEROES
2. Morning, Noon and Night in Vienna © Boosey & Hawkes Suppé arr. J. Ord Hume

3. Finale from Cello Concerto © Prima Vista Musikk Haydn arr. Owen Farr 
Tenor Horn Soloist Ailsa Russell

4-6. English Folk Songs Suite © Boosey & Hawkes Vaughan Williams arr. Frank Wright
i. March - Seventeen Come Sunday
ii. Intermezzo - My Bonny Boy
iii. March - Folk Songs from Somerset

HERO OF LITERATURE WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
7. O Verona © Wright and Round Craig Armstrong arr. Philip Harper

8. Caribe © Wright and Round Michel Camilo arr. Philip Harper

9. Love Theme from Romeo and Juliet © Wright and Round Tchaikovsky arr. Philip Harper
Featuring Helen Williams (Flugel Horn) and Glyn Williams (Euphonium)

10. Clans Collide © Wright and Round Philip Harper

11. Lament © Wright and Round Philip Harper

12. Liebestod from Tristan and Isolde © Wright and Round Wagner arr. Philip Harper

13. Somewhere from West Side Story © Wright and Round Bernstein arr. Philip Harper

GLOBETROTTING HEROES
14. Night Flight to Madrid © Sarnia Music Leslie arr. Denzil Stephens

15. The Spirit of St Louis © Wright and Round Andrew Wainwright

16. Huapango © Faber Music Moncayo arr. Phillip Littlemore

17. Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom © Studio Music John Williams arr. Ray FarrSU
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