


German composer Richard Strauss completed 

Festmusik Der Stadt Wien at his Vienna home 

in the January of 1942. He spent the winters 

there during the war. The score is dedicated to 

the Vienna City Council as a gesture of thanks 

for the Beethoven prize awarded to him the 

previous year. The version you hear in this 

recording is only a very short extract from the 

much larger work, but I hope it will inspire you 

to venture forward and seek out the full piece. 

It’s well worth it, I promise. 

Friedrich Kuhlau was a German born 

composer who spent most of his professional 

life working in Copenhagen. He was embraced 

by the Danish nation and regarded as the 

father of Danish Nationalist music. The 

Elverhøj Ouverture comes from his 1828 

opera Elverhøj (Fairy Hill) and was Kuhlau’s 

greatest success. In fact, he made such an 

impression on the Danish King with this Opera, 

that the final section of the Overture, a setting 

of the anthemic King Christian Stood by the 

Towering Mast became the Royal Danish 

Anthem! 

Miss Blue Bonnet is a delightfully flirtatious 

solo from the golden age of banding, written 

by the brilliant cornet player Frank Simon. In 

1914 Herman Bellstedt recommended Simon, 

an American cornet soloist from Ohio, to 

John Philip Sousa, and without an audition he 

became stand partner to the great Herbert 

L. Clarke. Surrounded by these giants of the 

time Frank Simon started composing solos of 

his own. This is one of his finest, performed 

by Brighouse and Rastrick’s equally brilliant 

principal cornet Tom Smith. 

The Programme When you hear of Pat Metheny, a brass band 

isn’t the first thing that springs to mind. Pat 

is an American jazz guitarist leading his own 

group. Over the decades, he has picked up 

many awards including 20 Grammys. His 

connection to brass might come through his 

brother Mike who is a flugelhornist. Here Letter 
from Home is expertly arranged for band by 

Svein Henrik Giske.

A jazz standard from the 1920s by American 

composer Ben Bernie, Sweet Georgia Brown 
is presented here in an upbeat arrangement 

by the late great Goff Richards. If you’ve been 

lucky enough to see the exhibition basketball 

team the Harlem Globetrotters, you’ll have 

heard a whistled version of this tune as they 

run circles around whoever is unfortunate 

enough to be playing them at the time. They 

adopted it as their signature tune in the 1950s.

In 1973, the eighth film in the successful 

James Bond movie franchise hit the big screen. 

Roger Moore took on the role vacated by Sean 

Connery. This was a very different take on

the hero and the soundtrack title song 

reflected the change. Paul and Linda 

McCartney were asked to write it and recorded 

Live and Let Die with their group Wings. Here 

Brighouse and Rastrick band’s soprano cornet 

player Martin Irwin takes the lead role.

During the 1970s and 80s Gordon Langford 

gave the brass banding world many wonderful 

arrangements and compositions including this 

Fantasy on British Sea Songs. The sea shanty

was used by the British Navy in the 18th and 

19th centuries as a useful way of coordinating 

teams of sailors to work together. If they had 

a beat or a melody to sing to, they could pull 

together, making the running of the ship much 

more efficient. Here is a collection of just some 

of them.



Think of Hollywood, Fred Astaire, black and 

white movies of the 30s and 40s and you 

will love Taps in Tempo, a bright and breezy 

xylophone solo written by Jan Berenska, the 

big band leader from Leamington. Out of the 

percussion section comes forward Tom Hall 

wearing his shiny shoes, top hat and tails. Enjoy!

Malcolm Arnold was a master at capturing a 

national spirit in his music. His suite of Scottish 
Dances are full of the flavours of Scotland, 

from the drone of the bagpipes and the swirl of 

the reel, to the famous Scottish snap rhythms 

and gently lapping waters on the banks of a 

loch. We perform the Vivace ‘reel’. The party 

is in full swing, kilts are flying, look out for the 

‘tipsy’ bass trombone player Steve Lomas as 

you get your next whiskey! 

Tchaikovsky was just recovering from his 

disastrous marriage when he wrote his epic 

Symphony No. 4 in 1877-88. Unbelievably he 

always struggled in his mind to feel confident 

about his ability to compose good music. This 

symphony didn’t do anything at the time to 

change that, as reviews were not kind. However, 

today it is staple diet for any orchestral 

concert season. The Finale is a tour de force 

of virtuosic playing punctured in the heart by 

the opening themes from the symphony often 

referred to as that of ‘Fate’. This is a shortened 

arrangement of the whole movement, but 

one I am sure you will enjoy and admire the 

virtuosity of the band.

No concert is complete without an encore!  

We have chosen a brisk tarantella napoletana 

from the pen of Gioachino Rossini. From his 

Les soirées musicales it’s the eighth song La 
Danza. 

The Brighouse & Rastrick Band is regarded 

by many as the best and most consistent 

‘public subscription band’ in the world. The 

band was formed over 130 years ago through 

public donations given by the townsfolk of the 

adjacent villages of Brighouse and Rastrick 

that face each other across the River Calder 

in West Yorkshire. Today, it still continues to be 

supported through public subscriptions and its 

own fundraising efforts. 

The band has a formidable reputation for 

highly entertaining concerts for both the 

general public and brass band connoisseur 

and on the contesting scene, was the 2019 

Champion Band of Yorkshire.  In its time the 

majority of premier band championships have 

been held by ‘Briggus’, most recently becoming 

the National Champion Band of Great Britain 

for the tenth time in 2017.
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Festmusik Der Stadt Wien
Elverhøj Ouverture
Miss Blue Bonnet
Cornet Soloist Tom Smith
Letter From Home
Sweet Georgia Brown
Live and Let Die
Soprano Cornet Soloist Martin Irwin
Fantasy on British Sea Songs
Taps in Tempo
Xylophone Soloist Tom Hall
Four Scottish Dances ii. Vivace
Finale from Symphony No. 4
La Danza

Richard Strauss arr. Johnson
Kuhlau arr. Daniel Drage
Frank Simon arr. Sandy Smith

Pat Metheny arr. Svein Henrik Giske
Pinkard, Casey & Bernie arr. Richards
Paul & Linda McCartney arr. Ray Farr

Gordon Langford
Jan Berenska arr. Rodney Newton

Malcolm Arnold arr. Ray Farr
Tchaikovsky arr. Derek Ashmore 
Rossini arr. Gordon Langford
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