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Henry Wallace, F.R.C.O.  plays the Walker organ of St. Mungo’s Church, Simonburn.

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750):
[1] Prelude from Prelude and Fugue in C minor, BWV546 [6:49]

Jan Pieterszoon Sweelinck (1562-1621):
[2] Variations on “Mein junges Leben hat ein End” [6:42]

Johann Kaspar Ferdinand Fischer (c.1660-1746):
[3] Prelude and Fugue no. 8 in E major (from Ariadne Musica) [2:10]

Johann Jacob Froberger (1616-1667):
[4] Ricercar no.7 in C major (from The Book of Capricci) [3:26]

Johann Sebastian Bach: Chorale Preludes:
[5] Nun komm der Heiden Heiland, BWV599 (from Orgel-Büchlein) [1:25]
[6] Ich ruf zu dir, Herr Jesu Christ, BWV639  (from Orgel-Büchlein) [2:07]
[7] O Mensch, bewein’ dein’ Sünde gross, BWV622 (from Orgel-Büchlein) [5:36]
[8] Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme, BWV645 (from Schübler Chorales) [4:27]

Jakob Ludwig Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy (1809-1847):
Organ Sonata in D minor, op. 65 no. 6
[9] Chorale and Variations [7:53]
[10] Fugue [2:16]
[11] Andante [2:15]

Johann Baptist Joseph Maximilian Reger (1873-1916):
[12] Canzone in E flat, op. 65 no. 9 [4:28]

Joseph Gabriel Rheinberger (1839-1901):
[13] Prelude from Organ Sonata no. 6 in E flat minor, op.119 [6:23]

César Auguste Jean Guillaume Hubert Franck (1822-1890):
[14] Cantabile in B major (no. 2 of Trois Pièces pour Orgue) [5:23]

Théodore François Clement Dubois (1837-1924):
[15] Toccata  in C major (from 12 Pièces Nouvelles) [6:36]

Total CD duration : [67:59]

Historical information on Simonburn taken from “The Great Parish of Simonburn” by Rev’d Canon C.D.
Ward Davis, published by St Mungo’s Church.
Recorded at St. Mungo’s Church, Simonburn, Northumberland on 25 May 1992
Engineer: Arthur Smelt (East Allen Recording)
Producer: Stephen Sutton
Booklet design and notes: Stephen Sutton © 2005
Print preparation: Blakes Printers, Ltd, Haltwhistle
Original sound recording made by Divine Art Limited  1992, © 2005

Other organ music from Divine Art:

divine art CD25031 “The Everlasting Habitations” - Organ Symphony and other works by James Cook
played by Myles Hartley at the organ of Harris Manchester College Chapel, Oxford

Full catalogue, track details, reviews, artist profiles and secure on-line store at

www.divine-art.com
or ask us for a printed catalogue.

Divine Art Ltd., 8 The Beeches, East Harlsey, Northallerton, DL6 2DJ, UK
Tel: (+44)(0) 1609 882062  email: sales@divine-art.com

WARNING:  Copyright subsists in all recordings issued under this label. Any unauthorised broadcasting, public
performance, copying or re-recording thereof in any manner whatsoever will constitute an infringement of
such copyright. In the United Kingdom, licences for the use of recordings for public performance may be
obtained from Phonographic Performance Ltd, 1, Upper James Street, London W1R 3HG.
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The Simonburn Walker Organ

There can be few more idyllic spots in Britain than the beautiful and completely unspoilt village of
Simonburn. Nestling in the Northumberland hills, on a quiet side road, the village has seen practically
no development for nearly a century. Largely still estate-owned, its charm and peacefulness are
delightful, and no wonder that it has been chosen as the location for several “period” TV dramas.

The history of the village emerges in the eleventh century, as no written records of this area exist
prior to that time, but had its foundations much earlier. The name probably derives, not from a
“burn” meaning stream, but from “Simonde’s Burgh” (Simon’s Castle), after the small castle (now
ruined) built by Simon, Earl of Northumberland, in 1136.

This area of North Tynedale was held by the kings of Scotland for 150 years and the parish was
transferred on more than one occasion from England to Scotland and back again, in a time when
the two countries were constantly at war and the border area was renowned as a rough and barbaric
area. It is believed that the first Christian community was founded here personally by Saint Kentigern
(commonly called “Mungo”) who was dismissed as Bishop of Glasgow and travelled through the
border regions in the mid sixth century. There are several fragmentary remains of stonework from
the seventh or eighth centuries, though the existing superb church was built in the thirteenth century
and enlarged and restored in 1877.

For several centuries, Simonburn was the largest parish in England, following the re-organisation
by Bishop Walcher in 1072, encompassing the whole area between Carter Bar on the present Scottish
border in the north, to the Roman Wall to the south – a distance north to south of over 25 miles.
This vast parish was not divided until 1811 when five new parishes were formed from it. In the
extensive survey of 1522, we read “All the countye of Tynedale is in the parish of Symondburne, and
there standeth the Parish Church thereof”.

The famous parish enjoyed the patronage of the Admiralty, which commissioned the building of a
new front section of the great Rectory. The original medieval house had been replaced in 1666, and
the house was later extended in 1700 and 1725 (the last addition designed by Nicholas Hawksmoor).
The last of the Simonburn rectors retired and the parish was merged with nearby Humshaugh in
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The Organist

Henry Wallace was born and educated in Scotland. Briefly Assistant Organist at St.Giles’ Cathedral,
Edinburgh, after leaving school, he won the Organ Scholarship to St.Catharine’s College, Cambridge
University, where he studied Music. During his time directing them, the St.Catharine’s College Choir
did their first tour abroad, to Italy, and made their first recording. While at Cambridge he studied
organ with both Peter Hurford and David Sanger, and piano with Hilda Bor.

After graduating, Henry Wallace moved to Northumberland, initially working as a school music
teacher, and as assistant organist at Hexham Abbey. He gained the Fellowship of the Royal College
of Organists and won the 1985 Dunfermline Abbey Festival Organ Competition. Following this he
published his first two solo organ recordings. The recording made on Hexham Abbey’s fine Phelps
organ is devoted entirely to 19th and 20th Century French organ music. Over the years he conducted
several local choirs in the north east of England, including the Hexham Abbey Festival Chorus, the
Tynedale Elizabethan Singers, and the North Tyne and Redewater Choral Society. After a few years
in teaching he embarked on a postgraduate degree in Computing Science at Newcastle University,
during which time he was also the University Organ Scholar. Since then he has pursued a successful
full-time career in the computer software industry, progressing from programmer to head of the
Research and Development department at a Newcastle based business software development
company. Meanwhile he has continued his work in musical fields as both conductor and organist.

After more than sixteen years as assistant organist at Hexham Abbey, the one post he held continually
throughout his time in Northumberland, Henry Wallace moved back to Scotland. He is now living
in Dunfermline, working as leader of the software engineering team for a small high-tech engineering
company based in Alloa.

He was appointed Organist and Choirmaster at Greyfriars Kirk at the beginning of 2001.
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1982. The rectory, which had been sadly neglected by the church authorities, was left vacant and
became derelict. In 1984 my wife and I bought the house and over 11 years restored and rebuilt it
before moving to Yorkshire in 1995. It remains a fine and imposing building described in architectural
guide books as “the finest small country house in Northumberland” (Pevsner).

The church community in those days was incredibly active for such a tiny place. Full sung matins
every other week, half of the village in the pews: - the church was the centre of the community in
many ways. I was lucky enough to be able to help out as assistant organist (and as the licensed
Reader). The organist at that time was John (Arthur) Lagerberg, then in his late 70s. John was a real
character who spoke his mind, not to everyone’s liking. In the 1930s he had been a professional
musician playing cinema organs (including the fine Compton of the Regal, Sunderland which is no
more). His dedication to the Simonburn church and the organ was immense, matched only by that
of his long-time companion Amy Wade, who tirelessly provided flower arrangements and daily opened
the church until her ninetieth birthday. This disc is dedicated to the memory of these two departed
friends.

Stephen Sutton

The Instrument
In around 1860, James Walker, the renowned London organ builder, created a two manual organ
for a private house. After a short spell of duty in York Minster, it was installed in the beautiful
mediaeval church of St. Mungo at Simonburn. The organ is of superb musical quality for a relatively
small instrument (and was described as “a gem” by Organist’s Review), with delightful flutes and a
wonderfully distinctive Horn.

Whilst an electric blower was fitted many years ago, the original bellows hand lever is still in place,
enabling the organ to be powered by hand in the event of power cuts.

After almost ninety years of service at St. Mungo’s, the organ was overhauled and cleaned in 1991 by
Harrison and Harrison of Durham. The work included the fitting of tuning slides, and an extra notch
on the ratchet swell pedal, but otherwise the organ was kept in its original specification, with the manual
trackers and action whose effect can be heard during strenuous musical passages. The substantial cost
of renovation was raised entirely by the small congregation with the aid of appeals in the local area.

Organ Specification

Great Swell

Open Diapason 8’ Open Diapason 8’

Stopped Diapason (bass) 8’ Stopped Diapason 8’

Waldflute (treble) 8’ Echo Gamba 8’

Gamba 8’ Principal 4’

Dulciana 8’ Horn 8’

Principal 4’ Couplers

Flute 4’ Swell to Great

Fifteenth 2’ Great to Pedal

Pedal Swell to Pedal

Bourdon 16’

Action: mechanical throughout


