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1 Scarborough Fair  Traditional 2.54

2 Danny Boy  Traditional 3.25

3 À Chloris  To Chloris Reynaldo Hahn 3.11

4 Les chemins de l’amour  The paths of love Francis Poulenc 4.05

5 Vergebliches Ständchen  Serenade in vain Johannes Brahms 2.00

6 Ave Maria  Franz Schubert               6.15

7 Kanpyo White Gourds Fumihiko Fukui 1.37

8 Hana Wa Saku Flowers will bloom  Yoko Kanno 4.59

9 Amazing Grace  Traditional 3.22

10 I wonder as I wander  John Jacob Niles 3.23

11 Skye Boat Song  Traditional 4.23

12 Loch Lomond  Traditional 2.54

13 Mo li hua Jasmine Flower Traditional 3.17

14 Boribat Barley Field Traditional   3.05
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Hana Wa Saku

Kakyoku is the Japanese version of art 
song and dou-you is a kind of 
traditional song.  I know that the 
wonderful orchestration created for 
these songs, which were originally 
written with piano accompaniment, lifts 
them to a whole new level and as such, 
I hope that they will appeal to a much 
wider audience.

Charlotte de Rothschild       

NI6330

…the orchestrations are variously by David Matthews, Stuart Calvert and Yui Kakinuma. These 
orchestrations should help the songs travel. The intended reception for this disc is indicated by the fact 
that the liner-notes are in English and in Japanese characters. The sung words are also given in full, in 
Japanese characters (Kana) and with detailed thoughtful synoptic translations into English by the singer.

The ‘Spring Songs’ are sweetly rocking and sentimental, often slow and very beautiful. Chin chin chidori 
(Little plovers) mines a vein of sweetness discovered in sorrow. Sakura yoko cho hymns the cherry trees 
fully laden with blossom which in turn call to mind memories of lost lovers and friends. Hana wa saku 
(Flowers will bloom) is very recent in origin. It's a song of hope and remembrance written in the wake of 
the March 2011 tsunami: the flowers bloom for those many who died and those yet to be born.

The orchestra is the City of London Sinfonia, graciously directed by the clarinettist Michael Collins. This is 
a project well put together and carried through with polish, taste and freshness.

Rob Barnett, MusicWeb-International
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After performing in Japan for over twenty years, Charlotte recorded a CD of classical Japanese 
songs called "A Japanese Journey". She was the first foreigner to have recorded this music in the 
native tongue and as such was hailed as a pioneer and she has promoted the beauty of these 
songs all over the world, accompanied by the harp, piano or orchestra. She has recorded three 
CDs of these beautiful Japanese songs, two with piano and one with the City of London Sinfonia 
conducted by Michael Collins. During her February tour in Japan, Charlotte had the tremendous 
honour of performing some of these delightful songs for the future Emperor and Empress of Japan.  
Her concert schedule last year included concerts in Montenegro, Thailand, Vietnam, Hong Kong 
and China.

Charlotte is a Director of Exbury Gardens in Hampshire, England, and this year it will be 100 years 
since the creation of these beautiful rhododendron, azalea and camellia gardens, created by her 
grand-father Lionel de Rothschild in 1919.  The cover photograph is of the camellia that was 
named after her: Charlotte de Rothschild.                                  www.charlottederothschild.com

Adrian Farmer

Adrian Farmer trained as an accompanist at the Royal Northern College of Music in Manchester 
from 1977, following a music degree at Birmingham University.  He first encountered Nimbus 
Records in 1979, when he was invited to record for them.  In the mid 1980s he because Nimbus’s 
Music Director, joining the Board of Directors.  He became a co-owner of the company in 1992. 

Through the 1990s Adrian spanned both sides of Nimbus’s business interests; maintaining the 
creative focus for Nimbus Records and coordinating the international marketing activity of the 
company’s optical disc technology division ‘Nimbus Technology & Engineering’. 

Adrian has made several recordings for Nimbus with other artists: Nimbus’s founder the bass Shura 
Gehrman in Vaughan Williams, Butterworth, Fauré and Duparc, tenor Dennis O’Neill in songs by 
Liszt, pianists Nina Walker of Schubert and Martin Jones at one and two pianos in works by Halffter, 
Françaix, Reizenstein, Roger Ducasse and Saint-Saens.  In the 1980s he recorded Ravel’s Ma mere 
l’oye with legendary pianist Vlado Perlemuter, which he describes as a treasured memory.

Adrian has enjoyed his career spent on the control-room side of the microphone: working closely 
with some of today’s finest artists has brought many rewards, the opportunity for continuous 
learning and constant musical refreshment.                                               www.wyastone.co.uk
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15 Auf Flügeln des Gesanges  On wings of song Felix Mendelssohn 3.48

16 Romance  Mathilde de Rothschild 2.48

17 Home, sweet home   Henry Rowley Bishop   2.52

18 Summertime ‘Porgy & Bess’  George Gershwin 3.00

19 Lascia ch’io pianga  Let me weep ‘Rinaldo’  George Frederick Handel  5.00

   Total playing time 66.00

Tracks 1, 2, 9 - 12, 13 arranged for this recording by Stuart Calvert
Track 14 arranged by Ronald Branton

Track 17 & 18 arranged by Adrian Farmer
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This “Romance” CD contains a selection of popular tunes and encores that I am often 
asked to perform in my concerts.  I have been incredibly lucky to perform all over the 
world, hence the inclusion of popular songs in Chinese, Japanese and Korean.  My 
accompanist on this record is my soul-mate - the sensitive and excellent pianist Adrian 
Farmer - with whom I have shared many happy hours of music-making all over the 
world, including those we have experienced in the recording studio together.   

Some composers - Mendelssohn, Poulenc and Hahn - have particular connections to 
my family, as of course does my ancestor Mathilde de Rothschild.  Other songs have 
been with me all my life, I learnt Brahms’s Vergebliches Ständchen long ago while a 
student in Salzburg.  The remainder, particularly Handel’s Lascia ch’io pianga, Schu-
bert’s Ave Maria and JJ Niles’s I wonder as I wander are included simply because of 
their immediate and timeless ability to touch the heart of a listener.  

In her teens Mathilde de Rothschild was a pupil of Frederic Chopin, but after her 
marriage to a senior member of the banking family in Frankfurt any thoughts of a 
performing career had to be dismissed. She turned instead to composition and became 
a successful and published composer of both German Lieder and French Mélodie. The 
legendary soprano Adelina Patti asked her to compose a set of five songs and Romance, 
a setting of “Si vous n’avez rien à me dire” by Victor Hugo, would become one of her 
celebrated encores – and Mathilde’s most recognized song.  I found a letter in the 
Rothschild Archive written by her uncle Anthony de Rothschild in 1866 saying that he 
had been in the Paris Opera for a concert by Mme Patti where she had omitted to sing 
that song and he said ‘the pit in the Paris Opera rose en masse, crying out for the 
Romance of Mathilde!’

Mathilde’s mother Charlotte entertained Felix Mendelssohn at her Frankfurt home in 
1836, the year he wrote Auf Flügeln des Gesanges.  He wrote to his mother that he 

‘admired the Rothschilds for their splendour and luxury because they owe all this to their 
own industry, good fortune and abilities.’  
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Home sweet home
Wherever we go in the world, visiting palaces and seeing splendours, no place is as blessed as 
home, however lowly it may be.   The simple pleasure of feeding the birds by my thatched cottage 
gives me a special peace of mind.  There is no place like home! 

Summertime 
‘Summertime’ is first sung as a soothing lullaby by Clara in the opening of Act 1 of Porgy and Bess 
and then repeated twice more in the opera, most poignantly by Bess to the now-orphaned baby 
after his parents tragically die in a storm.   
 
Lascia ch’io pianga  Let me weep
This aria is sung by Almirena in Act 2 of the opera Rinaldo.  Let me weep and sigh for my cruel fate 
and long for freedom.  Only sorrow, because of pity, may break the ropes of my suffering. 

Charlotte de Rothschild

Charlotte de Rothschild’s career has taken her all over the world. With her wide knowledge of the 
song repertoire, from different eras, countries and genres, she has created some wonderful themed 
programmes; the best-known being “Family Connections” which traces the musical history of her 
forebears with music by, and anecdotes about, the composers who were friends, teachers or 
ancestors of the Rothschild family during the 19th and 20th Centuries. Charlotte has presented this 
programme in the U.S.A., Europe, Japan, India, Singapore, Taiwan, Australia and the U.K. 

Charlotte is a Nimbus recording artist with whom she has released 13 CDs. She started her 
collaboration with the pianist Adrian Farmer recording a double album called “The Songs of 
Mathilde de Rothschild” which showcase the beautiful French and German songs of her talented 
ancestor who was a pupil of Chopin and a well-published composer in the 19th century and they 
have since gone on to record two Schumann albums called “An Intimate Recital” and “The First 
Green”, a Fauré album “Mirages and La Chanson d’Eve” and “The Songs of Roger Quilter”, plus 
three albums for the Lyrita label, “The Songs of Norman Peterkin”, “The Songs of Cyril Scott” and 

“The Songs of Miriam Hyde”, an Australian composer. Among her other CDs are “The Cradle in 
Bethlehem” and “Fairy Songs” with harp accompaniment.
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Skye boat song
This song gives a mythical account of Bonnie Prince Charlie’s escape from the mainland to the Isle 
of Skye after the defeat of the Jacobite rising of 1745.  It highlights the tragedy of the battle of 
Culloden field where many Highlanders were killed, but it also raises the hope that Charlie will 
come again.  

Loch Lomond
Loch Lomond is the largest Scottish loch.  The original lyrics of the song were based on a Jacobite 
lament written after the battle of Culloden.  One interpretation of the refrain “O you will take the 
high road and I’ll take the low road” is that the singer is the lover of an executed  Jacobite rebel 
whose head is paraded on a pike on the “high road”, the main road between London and Scotland, 
while she makes her way sadly back to the shores of the Loch via the “low road”.

Mo li hua  Jasmine flower
What a beautiful jasmine flower, so sweet-smelling and beautiful with stems full of bud.  It is 
fragrant and white.  Let me pick you so I may give you to my love, o jasmine flower!

Boribat  Barley field  
As I am walking on the road in the middle of the barley field I can hear someone calling me and 
this makes me pause.  I am overcome with old memories and thoughts.  I whistle as I walk and a 
lonely song stirs in my ears.  I know that if I turn around there will be no-one there.  It is dusk and 
the empty sky fills my eyes.

Auf Flügeln des Gesanges  On Wings of Song
I'll bear you away on wings of song to see an enchanted garden bathed in moonlight;  with a lake 
surrounded by roses and scented violets and wistful, graceful gazelles.  There we will sit under the 
palm trees and dream that love will never fade.

Romance  
Why do you smile and come up to me if you've nothing to say to me?  Why do you press my hand 
as if in a dream if you've nothing to teach me?  Whenever I see you I tremble with joy and desire.
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Two other composers on this disc had a special connection with my family: Francis 
Poulenc and Reynaldo Hahn.  Francis Poulenc used to attend the musical soirées held 
in the Paris home of Robert de Rothschild on the Avenue Marigny, where artists such as 
Lotte Lehmann, Elizabeth Schumann, and the young Elizabeth Schwarzkopf sang.  My 
cousin Liliane told me of a very poignant memory she had of Reynaldo Hahn, who was 
one of her father-in-law Robert’s closest friends.  There were many power cuts in Paris 
following the end of the Second World War, and Hahn rang Liliane one evening to ask 
if she could bring him one of the many oil lamps they had.  He met her at the door of 
his home in rue Gréffulhe, wearing a large blue beret to cover the fact that he had just 
had an operation for a brain tumour, and he greeted this lamp as if it were the finest 
present in the world.  Sadly he died the following week.

I had a wonderful Scottish nanny and over the years I have often enjoyed holidaying in 
Scotland, visiting the Isle of Skye and other islands off the West coast, walking in the 
heather and the glens and steeping myself in their history and traditions.  I am delighted 
to include Stuart Calvert’s beautiful and haunting new settings of Loch Lomond and the 
Skye Boat Song.

Of the many Japanese songs that I sing, one of the most touching is Hana wa saku, 
the song that was written after the terrible earthquake and tsunami of 2011 in the 
Tohoku region of Japan.  It is a poem of remembrance but also a song of hope; 
‘flowers will bloom again’. 

It is always good to end a programme with an upbeat song, especially if one is about 
to eat a well-earned dinner!  Japanese food is very delicious and I really enjoy singing 
about Kanpyo, the vegetable that is widely used in sushi – especially as it always gets 
a laugh from the audience.  

Charlotte de Rothschild, 2019
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Scarborough Fair
The singer asks for impossible tasks to be completed so as to secure his love, repeating “Parsley, 
sage, rosemary and thyme”, between each request.  These herbs represent virtues – parsley = 
comfort, sage = strength, rosemary = love and thyme = courage.  He says; Are you going to 
Scarborough Fair, if you are, then remember me to my true love and ask her to make me a 
seamless shirt without using needles, tell her to buy me an acre of land between the salt water and 
the beach and plough it with a leather scythe (no blade, so not possible!).

Danny Boy
Oh, Danny boy, the pipes are calling in the glen and on the mountain. The summer’s gone, as are 
the roses.  You must go and I am left alone waiting for your return either when the valley is white 
with snow or full of bloom.  How I love you! I fear that by the time you come back I will be dead, 
but your prayers and love will warm my grave and I shall sleep in peace until you join me.

À Chloris  To Chloris  
If it is true that you love me, Chloris, then I don't believe that Kings could have such a happiness 
as I.  Death would be ill-timed to interrupt this change of fortune.  Everything that anyone says 
about ambrosia doesn't begin to touch my fantasy in comparison with the charm of your eyes.

Les chemins de l’amour  The paths of love
The paths of love are no more, the flowers have lost their petals and there is only the echo beneath 
the trees of our bright laughter and happiness.  I still seek these lost paths with their memories of 
the joys of the first day and wander without finding their trace again in my heart.  I search 
continually for these paths of love and despair, with memories of divine love.  If one day I should 
forget then I hope that the only memory that remains is of the path where, trembling and losing my 
senses, you laid your burning hands upon me.

Vergebliches Ständchen  Serenade in vain
A young lovelorn boy stands outside in the cold trying to persuade his girlfriend to let him into her 
house, saying his heart would freeze in the icy wind if she doesn’t do so.  She wisely refuses on the 
basis that her mother has warned her what might happen if she did let him come in and tells him 
to go home to his own bed.

7

Ave Maria
Hail Mary, hear a maiden’s prayer and save us from despair.  We may be outcast and reviled but 
will sleep safe under your care.  Hail Mary, your protection will make our hard stone beds soft as 
eiderdown and can sweeten a murky cavern’s air.  Hail Mary, any demons will flee from your 
blessed presence, listen to our prayers and be praised.

Kanpyo White gourds
This is the harvest time for the white gourds.  You can see the spiral cut white shapes spread out to 
dry under the sun in long fluffy string-like wobbly strips.  As I ride by on the laden horse-cart, I can 
see children crawling and playing under them once their parents have laid them out.

Hana wa saku Flowers will bloom
Winter snows give way to Spring and I dream of that town where so many of my dear old friends 
have gone missing.  Someone is singing and weeping and I remember their smiles.  Although my 
heart is heavy with sadness, when the dawn lights up the sky, I know our love will never fade but 
will grow stronger over the years.  There is hope in the future, even while there is sadness in the 
past.  But flowers will bloom again in memory for all those who died, and the flowers will bloom 
again for all who are yet to be born.

This is the song of hope and remembrance that was written after the tragic earthquake and tsunami 
that struck the Tohoku area of Japan in March 2011.  The lyrics are a message from those who lost 
their lives to the people they left behind.

Amazing Grace
This poem is an expression of gratitude and was written by John Newton, a sailor who in 1748 had 
an epiphany when saved from being shipwrecked.  He went on to support the fight to abolish 
slavery.  Amazing grace, you have saved me from many dangers and brought me safely home, you 
opened my eyes and taught me to believe.  Let us praise the Lord!  

I wonder as I wander
I wonder as I go walking; what was the reason that Jesus died for us ordinary people?  He was 
born in a stable, but he could have had any kind of riches such as an angel’s choir singing or a 
star from the sky because he was the King.  
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Two other composers on this disc had a special connection with my family: Francis 
Poulenc and Reynaldo Hahn.  Francis Poulenc used to attend the musical soirées held 
in the Paris home of Robert de Rothschild on the Avenue Marigny, where artists such as 
Lotte Lehmann, Elizabeth Schumann, and the young Elizabeth Schwarzkopf sang.  My 
cousin Liliane told me of a very poignant memory she had of Reynaldo Hahn, who was 
one of her father-in-law Robert’s closest friends.  There were many power cuts in Paris 
following the end of the Second World War, and Hahn rang Liliane one evening to ask 
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his home in rue Gréffulhe, wearing a large blue beret to cover the fact that he had just 
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I had a wonderful Scottish nanny and over the years I have often enjoyed holidaying in 
Scotland, visiting the Isle of Skye and other islands off the West coast, walking in the 
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to eat a well-earned dinner!  Japanese food is very delicious and I really enjoy singing 
about Kanpyo, the vegetable that is widely used in sushi – especially as it always gets 
a laugh from the audience.  

Charlotte de Rothschild, 2019
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three albums for the Lyrita label, “The Songs of Norman Peterkin”, “The Songs of Cyril Scott” and 

“The Songs of Miriam Hyde”, an Australian composer. Among her other CDs are “The Cradle in 
Bethlehem” and “Fairy Songs” with harp accompaniment.



10

After performing in Japan for over twenty years, Charlotte recorded a CD of classical Japanese 
songs called "A Japanese Journey". She was the first foreigner to have recorded this music in the 
native tongue and as such was hailed as a pioneer and she has promoted the beauty of these 
songs all over the world, accompanied by the harp, piano or orchestra. She has recorded three 
CDs of these beautiful Japanese songs, two with piano and one with the City of London Sinfonia 
conducted by Michael Collins. During her February tour in Japan, Charlotte had the tremendous 
honour of performing some of these delightful songs for the future Emperor and Empress of Japan.  
Her concert schedule last year included concerts in Montenegro, Thailand, Vietnam, Hong Kong 
and China.

Charlotte is a Director of Exbury Gardens in Hampshire, England, and this year it will be 100 years 
since the creation of these beautiful rhododendron, azalea and camellia gardens, created by her 
grand-father Lionel de Rothschild in 1919.  The cover photograph is of the camellia that was 
named after her: Charlotte de Rothschild.                                  www.charlottederothschild.com

Adrian Farmer

Adrian Farmer trained as an accompanist at the Royal Northern College of Music in Manchester 
from 1977, following a music degree at Birmingham University.  He first encountered Nimbus 
Records in 1979, when he was invited to record for them.  In the mid 1980s he because Nimbus’s 
Music Director, joining the Board of Directors.  He became a co-owner of the company in 1992. 

Through the 1990s Adrian spanned both sides of Nimbus’s business interests; maintaining the 
creative focus for Nimbus Records and coordinating the international marketing activity of the 
company’s optical disc technology division ‘Nimbus Technology & Engineering’. 

Adrian has made several recordings for Nimbus with other artists: Nimbus’s founder the bass Shura 
Gehrman in Vaughan Williams, Butterworth, Fauré and Duparc, tenor Dennis O’Neill in songs by 
Liszt, pianists Nina Walker of Schubert and Martin Jones at one and two pianos in works by Halffter, 
Françaix, Reizenstein, Roger Ducasse and Saint-Saens.  In the 1980s he recorded Ravel’s Ma mere 
l’oye with legendary pianist Vlado Perlemuter, which he describes as a treasured memory.

Adrian has enjoyed his career spent on the control-room side of the microphone: working closely 
with some of today’s finest artists has brought many rewards, the opportunity for continuous 
learning and constant musical refreshment.                                               www.wyastone.co.uk

3

15 Auf Flügeln des Gesanges  On wings of song Felix Mendelssohn 3.48

16 Romance  Mathilde de Rothschild 2.48

17 Home, sweet home   Henry Rowley Bishop   2.52

18 Summertime ‘Porgy & Bess’  George Gershwin 3.00

19 Lascia ch’io pianga  Let me weep ‘Rinaldo’  George Frederick Handel  5.00

   Total playing time 66.00

Tracks 1, 2, 9 - 12, 13 arranged for this recording by Stuart Calvert
Track 14 arranged by Ronald Branton

Track 17 & 18 arranged by Adrian Farmer

Arrangements © 2019 Charlotte de Rothschild 
Cover image : Camellia ‘Charlotte de Rothschild’ photo by Cathryn Baldock

Recording Production & Engineering:  Adrian Farmer & Antony Smith
Recorded by Nimbus Records at Wyastone Leys, Monmouth, UK 5/7 November 2018

c & © 2019 Wyastone Estate Ltd
www.wyastone.co.uk
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1 Scarborough Fair  Traditional 2.54

2 Danny Boy  Traditional 3.25

3 À Chloris  To Chloris Reynaldo Hahn 3.11

4 Les chemins de l’amour  The paths of love Francis Poulenc 4.05

5 Vergebliches Ständchen  Serenade in vain Johannes Brahms 2.00

6 Ave Maria  Franz Schubert               6.15

7 Kanpyo White Gourds Fumihiko Fukui 1.37

8 Hana Wa Saku Flowers will bloom  Yoko Kanno 4.59

9 Amazing Grace  Traditional 3.22

10 I wonder as I wander  John Jacob Niles 3.23

11 Skye Boat Song  Traditional 4.23

12 Loch Lomond  Traditional 2.54

13 Mo li hua Jasmine Flower Traditional 3.17

14 Boribat Barley Field Traditional   3.05

Romance
Charlotte de Rothschild, soprano

Adrian Farmer, piano
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Hana Wa Saku

Kakyoku is the Japanese version of art 
song and dou-you is a kind of 
traditional song.  I know that the 
wonderful orchestration created for 
these songs, which were originally 
written with piano accompaniment, lifts 
them to a whole new level and as such, 
I hope that they will appeal to a much 
wider audience.

Charlotte de Rothschild       

NI6330

…the orchestrations are variously by David Matthews, Stuart Calvert and Yui Kakinuma. These 
orchestrations should help the songs travel. The intended reception for this disc is indicated by the fact 
that the liner-notes are in English and in Japanese characters. The sung words are also given in full, in 
Japanese characters (Kana) and with detailed thoughtful synoptic translations into English by the singer.

The ‘Spring Songs’ are sweetly rocking and sentimental, often slow and very beautiful. Chin chin chidori 
(Little plovers) mines a vein of sweetness discovered in sorrow. Sakura yoko cho hymns the cherry trees 
fully laden with blossom which in turn call to mind memories of lost lovers and friends. Hana wa saku 
(Flowers will bloom) is very recent in origin. It's a song of hope and remembrance written in the wake of 
the March 2011 tsunami: the flowers bloom for those many who died and those yet to be born.

The orchestra is the City of London Sinfonia, graciously directed by the clarinettist Michael Collins. This is 
a project well put together and carried through with polish, taste and freshness.

Rob Barnett, MusicWeb-International
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Charlotte de Rothschild

1

Romance
Charlotte de Rothschild  soprano

Adrian Farmer  piano




