
 

Brian Irvine & Jennifer Walshe 

 
13 Vices 
 

A collaboration between two of the UK and Ireland’s most dynamic compositional voices, 
Brian Irvine and Jennifer Walshe, this piece explores the weird, humorous, dark and 
exotic world of contemporary vices. Written for ensemble, improvisers, conductor and 
voice it melts the boundaries between various disciplines including theatre, opera, poetry 
and contemporary music. 
 

 

Brian Irvine said, 

“13 Vices has, and continues to be, a wonderfully messy, chopped up, beautiful, bewitching cocktail of the best people making 
the best sounds and is a project that myself, collaborator Jennifer (Walshe) and all the gang and very proud of!” 

 
Artists:  Paul Dunmall saxophone | Paul Rogers double bass | Mark Sanders percussion | Jennifer Walshe voice | Brian Irvine 
conductor | Red Note Ensemble string players 
 

Red Note Ensemble string players are: 

 
Jacqueline Shave violin 
Tom Hankey viola 
Robert Irvine cello 

 
 
 
 
 
Timing:  15’17 



About Brian Irvine 
 
Brian Irvine’s music is a highly personal concoction of contemporary classical, punk, cartoon, jazz, 
thrash and trash. His music has been commissioned and performed by many international artists and 
organisations including, London Symphony Orchestra, Welsh National Opera, Scottish Chamber 
Orchestra, Northern Sinfonia, 4-Mality, Red Note Ensemble and has involved collaborations with 
many diverse artists including: Seamus Heaney (poet), Eduard Bersudsky (sculptor), Cy Twombly 
(painter), John McIlduff (writer/filmmaker/director), Joanna Macgregor (piano), Paul Dunmall 
(improviser), LAU (BBC Folk Award Winners), Ivor Cutler (poet/ singer), Keiji Haino (guitar), David 
Holmes (producer/composer/DJ) and Darragh Morgan (violin). 

About Jennifer Walshe 

“The most original compositional voice to emerge from Ireland in the past 20 years” (The Irish Times) 
and “Wild girl of Darmstadt” (Frankfurter Rundschau), composer and performer Jennifer Walshe was 
born in Dublin, Ireland. Her music has been commissioned, broadcast and performed all over the world. 
She has been the recipient of fellowships and prizes from the Foundation for Contemporary Arts, New 
York; the DAAD Berliner Künstlerprogramm, the Internationales Musikinstitut, Darmstadt and Akademie 
Schloss Solitude among others. Recent projects include Aisteach, a fictional history of avant-garde 
music in Ireland, and EVERYTHING IS IMPORTANT, a work for voice, string quartet and film 
commissioned by the Arditti Quartet, which has been touring to critical acclaim. 

About Moving on Music 

Since their establishment in 1995, Moving On Music has grown to become one of the leading promoters 
of jazz, folk, roots, traditional, classical and “other” music in Northern Ireland. They are an independent, 
not for profit organisation and registered charity and endeavour to provide an eclectic array of 
entertainment and education services to the entire community. They are dedicated to ideals of 
innovation and originality, championing new developments in music, inspiring and nurturing musical 
talents and providing opportunities for everyone to get involved in music. 

 
13 Vices was commissioned by Moving on Music. 

 

The performance of 13 Vices was recorded live by the BBC at The Guildhall, Hull on 2 July 2017 and broadcast on BBC Radio 3 on 15 July 2017.  
 

For details of all New Music Biennial commissions, visit http://www.nmcrec.co.uk/new-music-biennial-2017 

http://www.nmcrec.co.uk/new-music-biennial-2017


New Music Biennial is generously supported by the following committed patrons, funders and partners: 

 
 
 
NMC Recordings is a charitable company (reg. no. 328052) established for the recording of contemporary music by the Holst Foundation; it is grateful for 
the support of Arts Council England, Britten-Pears Foundation and the Delius Trust. 
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