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Sinfonietta Shorts are bite-sized pieces of new music from today's leading composers, commissioned 
and premiered by principal players of the London Sinfonietta. The series started in 2008 to celebrate the 
ensemble's 40th birthday, and the works created for it have enduring relevance as introductions to the 
best new music of our time.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Richard Baker Risveglio for harp 
The latest work in this series is Risveglio, meaning 'awakening' in Italian, by composer Richard Baker. It’s a piece for the modern pedal-harp, 
played by the London Sinfonietta’s Principal Harp Helen Tunstall, in which all of the strings act like muscles, relaxing and tautening as the piece 
progresses, symbolising its own awakening from sleep into movement.   
 
Richard Baker 
Richard Baker is a leading figure on the British contemporary music scene as one of the foremost composer-conductors of his generation. He 
studied composition in the Netherlands with Louis Andriessen and in London with John Woolrich, and first drew significant attention with two 
early works – a trio, Los Rábanos (1998), performed and broadcast widely by the Composers Ensemble, and the remarkable Learning to Fly 
(1999), a basset clarinet concerto premiered by the London Sinfonietta and Timothy Lines. 
 
The position of New Music Fellow at Kettle's Yard, Cambridge (2001-3) inaugurated an important strand of work as a concert curator and 
programme adviser as well as supporting Richard's progress as a composer. Subsequent years yielded chamber music, a brace of short choral 
pieces and a number of songs and song cycles – notably Slow passage, low prospect (2004), commissioned by the Aldeburgh Festival for 
Christopher Purves and Andrew West, and Written on a train (2006) for Christianne Stotijn and a small ensemble led by Christian Tetzlaff. 
Born in the West Midlands, a chorister at Lichfield Cathedral and an undergraduate at Oxford University, Richard has also been a professor of 
composition at the Guildhall School of Music & Drama. 
 
THE ARTISTS 
 
HELEN TUNSTALL harp 
Born in London, Helen Tunstall studied at the Royal College of Music with Marisa Robles and Fiona Hibbert. She is principle harpist of the 
London Sinfonietta, Endymion and the Orchestra of St. John's Smith Square and leads a busy freelance career playing solo, chamber and 
orchestral music with all the major London orchestras and ensembles. 

She has worked on films such as Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, Lord of the Rings, Batman as well as music for Guy Barker and pop artists 
Robbie Williams, Annie Lennox, Joni Mitchell, Bjork, Il Divo, Leona Lewis, Amy Winehouse, Katie Melua, and Tom Odell. 
 
Her work for film scores include Mr Turner, Spectre, Fantastic Beasts, Alice through the looking glass, Julieta, and TV music for Downton 
Abbey and recordings for Patrick Hawes, Craig Armstrong and Paul Mottram. 

She is a professor at the Royal Academy of Music and the Guildhall School of Music. 

 



LONDON SINFONIETTA 

The London Sinfonietta’s mission is to place the best contemporary classical music at the heart of today’s culture; engaging and challenging 
the public through inspiring performances of the highest standard, and taking risks to develop new work and talent. Founded in 1968, the 
ensemble’s commitment to making new music has seen it commission over 300 works, and premiere many hundreds more. 

Resident at Southbank Centre with a busy touring schedule across the UK and abroad, its core is 18 Principal Players, representing some of 
the best solo and ensemble musicians in the world. The group also works with talented Emerging Artists, to ensure the unique expertise of its 
Principals is passed on to the next generation of performers. Having held a world-leading position in education and participation work for many 
years, the London Sinfonietta continues this with a belief that arts participation is transformational to individuals and communities, and new 
music is relevant to people’s lives. 

The ensemble has an extensive back catalogue of recordings, which have been released on numerous prestigious labels as well as its own 
London Sinfonietta Label. The London Sinfonietta won the RPS Music Award for Ensemble in 2010. 

www.londonsinfonietta.org.uk 

 
  
  

 

Anna Meredith Axeman  John Orford bassoon ● Sound Intermedia 
Harrison Birtwistle Duet 3   Gareth Hulse cor anglais ● John Orford bassoon 
Dai Fujikura es    Enno Senft double bass 
Jonathan Harvey Little Duo   Clio Gould violin ● Tim Gill cello 
Mark Bowden Parable   Simon Haram alto saxophone 
Jordan Hunt Siren   Alistair Mackie trumpet 
Samantha Fernando Kinesphere Michael Cox flute 
Francisco Coll Hyperlude IV  Jonathan Morton violin 
Matt Rogers Orac   Mark van de Wiel clarinet 
Harrison Birtwistle Duet 1  Alistair Mackie trumpet ● Mark van de Wiel clarinet ● David Hockings percussion 
Harrison Birtwistle Duet 4  Alexandra Wood violin ● Michael Cox flute 
Harrison Birtwistle Duet 5  Michael Thompson horn ● Byron Fulcher trombone 
Harrison Birtwistle Duet 2  Paul Silverthorne viola ● Jonathan Morton violin 
Deborah Pritchard Inside Colour Jonathan Morton violin 
Elspeth Brooke Green Spring  Ian Watson accordion 



 
 
 
Risveglio was recorded on 13 June 2016 at All Saints East Finchley, London. 
Producer/engineer DAVID LEFEBER 
  
 
 
 
NMC Recordings is a charitable company (reg. no. 328052) established for the recording of contemporary music by the Holst Foundation; it is grateful for the 
support of Arts Council England, Britten-Pears Foundation and the Delius Trust. 
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