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John Bradbury 

Born in 1967, John Bradbury read Natural Sciences at St John’s College, Cambridge, and went
on to the Royal Academy of Music where he won the Hawkes Clarinet Prize and the
Principal’s Prize. His orchestral career began in the Chamber Orchestra of Europe, followed by
appointment to the London Symphony Orchestra. In 1997 he was invited to become Principal
Clarinet with the BBC Philharmonic with which he has recorded over 120 CDs, made over 500
broadcasts, given fifty Proms and over twenty international tours. He has appeared as a soloist
with the orchestra many times, notably performing Mozart’s Clarinet Concerto under Günther
Herbig, and Busoni’s Concertino under Neemi Järvi. His recording of Malcolm Arnold’s
Scherzetto was Editor’s Choice in The Gramophone. He has often appeared as Guest Principal
with the Philharmonia, Royal Philharmonic Orchestra and the London Symphony Orchestra.
As a chamber musician John Bradbury has shared platforms with the Quatuor Danel, the Sorrel

Quartet and the English Chamber Orchestra Soloists. He teaches at the Royal Northern College of Music, Chetham’s
School of Music and coaches the clarinet section of the National Youth Orchestra.

James Cryer 

James Cryer was educated at St Paul’s School where he was a music scholar. He was taught
the organ by Richard Popplewell at the Chapel Royal, and won the Dixon prize for
improvisation at F.R.C.O. He went on to become organ scholar at Westminster Abbey under
Simon Preston, and then at St John’s College, Cambridge, under George Guest. He has
appeared as soloist with the English Chamber Orchestra and The London Soloists playing
Handel Organ Concertos. He has been assistant organist at The Queen’s Chapel of the Savoy
under Philip Berg and has also played at St James’s Palace, Hampton Court Palace, and at 
St George’s Chapel, Windsor. He combines piano and organ playing. He has studied the piano
with Patricia Carroll, and has a long and successful duo partnership with John Bradbury with
whom he has given many concerts.
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Sir Edward German (1862-1936) studied at the Royal
Academy of Music under Ebenezer Prout. His output
embraced “light” music, but also included many
symphonic works. His early acclaim came first from
incidental music for the theatre, and then from his
operettas, most notably Merrie England (1902).
Romance was written in 1889. He was knighted in 1928.

William Yeates Hurlstone (1876-1906), son of a
surgeon, studied composition at the Royal College of
Music under Stanford, who singled out his ability even
though his contemporaries included Vaughan Williams
and Holst. Hurlstone was himself a clarinettist, and
many of his compositions feature woodwind. Four
Characteristic Pieces were written for the clarinettist
George Clinton. Appointed Professor at the RCM aged
only 29, Hurlstone died a year later from pneumonia.

Frederick Thurston (1901-1953) was the pre-
eminent British clarinettist of his generation and few
instrumentalists have inspired a more distinguished
collection of music. Composers who wrote for him
include Arnold, Bliss, Bax, Finzi, Ireland, Rawsthorne
and William Lloyd Webber, and clarinet solos in
numerous orchestral works of that period were written
with Thurston in mind.

Sir Arthur Bliss (1891-1975) wrote Thurston a
clarinet quintet (1932). Pastoral was written after the
Battle of the Somme (1916), in which Arthur Bliss was
injured and his younger brother, Francis Kennard Bliss,
a clarinettist, was killed. 

Gerald Finzi (1901-1956) wrote his Clarinet
Concerto (1952) for Thurston. The Five Bagatelles were
written ten years earlier, for Pauline Juler, an
outstanding player whose career ended when she
married. Her obituary in the October 2003 Pakenham
Village News describes Pauline Richards (née Juler) as
“a gentle, well bred lady, who hid her talent with her
charm and wit and her “forgettery” as she called her
frequent lapses of memory. Her “forgettery” in fact, was
possibly the joke she used on anyone who inquired of

her past. She had been a top classical clarinettist of the
late thirties and early forties.”

William Lloyd Webber (1914-1982) dedicated Air
and Variations to “Frederick Thurston and his pupils at
the RCM”. The son of a plumber, Lloyd Webber’s
prodigious organ playing earned him a scholarship to
the Mercer’s School. He studied at the Royal College of
Music under Vaughan Williams, and returned as
Professor of Composition. On Frensham Pond was
written in 1960, four years before he became Director of
the London College of Music.

Sir Arnold Bax (1883-1953) dedicated his Clarinet
Sonata to Hugh Prew, an industrial chemist, amateur
clarinettist and member of Bax’s cricket team, the “Old
Broughtonians”. It was first performed by Frederick
Thurston and Harriet Cohen at the Cowdray Hall in
1934. Bax’s music is rich in colour and warmth,
qualities immediately apparent in the endearing opening
bars. A master orchestrator, he achieves a virtuosity in
the second movement that is strangely lacking in much
twentieth-century clarinet writing.

To commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of Béla
Bartók’s death, Hungarian Radio commissioned fifty
composers from around the world to compose chamber
works in his homage. Paul Patterson (b. 1947) was
chosen to represent Great Britain. He wrote Soliloquy,
which is a paraphrase of the theme from the fifth
movement from Bartók’s Concerto for Orchestra. It is a
virtuosic showpiece which explores a wide range of
clarinet techniques and registers. 

Edwin Roxburgh (b. 1937) won a double
scholarship to the Royal College of Music to study
composition with Herbert Howells and oboe with
Terence MacDonagh. He was appointed Vaughan
Williams Fellow in Composition at the RCM in 2003.
Wordsworth Miniatures were commissioned and first
performed by Linda Merrick.
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A Cricket Timeline

“Those who decry cricket, decry it for its principal virtue – not understanding that it is the best of all games for
building up permanent friendships. Whoever made a lifelong friend by constantly rushing about?”
– Clifford Bax, brother of Arnold Bax, 1936

The Bax brothers enjoyed many hours of cricket in the expansive back garden at Ivybank, their childhood home
in Hampstead. Keen to relive these days, in 1911 Clifford convened “The Old Broughtonians”, a collection of
literary and musical friends, for a series of summer matches in Wiltshire. These remained a fixture (excepting the
War years) until 1933. Arnold was a deceptive left-arm bowler, whose best figures were in 1922: 14.4 overs, 2
maidens, 6 for 27.

Sir Edward German’s biographer, WH Scott wrote “Many a happy day he would spend at Lord’s, which was hard
by his Hall Road abode.” The captain of Hampshire, after meeting German, remarked “Well, it is extraordinary to find
a musician so well versed in the ethics and sport of the game!” German’s favourite all-rounder was “Plum” Warner and
he disliked defensive batsmen - “Anything and anyone to get away from the eternal block, block, block!”

Here are some key events in English cricket for the year each piece on the CD was written:

1889 (German) The number of balls per over increases from four to five. South Africa plays its first Test match in
cricket against England at Port Elizabeth, becoming the third Test nation after England and Australia.

1899 (Hurlstone) WG Grace appears for England for the final time against the Australian tourists at Lord’s. Wilfred
Rhodes makes his début.

1916 (Bliss) The 1914 English cricket season ended prematurely and first class cricket was not resumed until
summer 1919. However it continued to be played in schools, universities and on the streets. Amongst cricketers
killed in action were Kenneth Hutchings (21 centuries for Kent, 7 England caps) and Colin Blythe (slow left arm,
2500 wickets for Kent, 100 wickets for England).

1934 (Bax) England had won the Ashes in 1933 during the notorious Bodyline tour and this series is keenly awaited.
Larwood and Jardine are dropped and Australia regain the Urn with Don Bradman averaging 94 for the series.

1941-43 (Finzi) First Class cricket is again suspended during the war. The Oval is commandeered as a Prisoner of
War camp, though not actually used. Lord’s stages some games to keep morale high.

1952 (Lloyd Webber Air and Variations) England defeat the Indian tourists 3-0. Fred Trueman takes 7 wickets in
his début test at Headingley.

1960 (Lloyd Webber On Frensham Pond) Brian Statham tops the county bowling averages with 135 wickets at
12.31. Colin Cowdrey captains England to a 3-0 defeat of South Africa.

1994 (Patterson) Brian Lara scores a then test record of 375 against the English winter tourists in Antigua. In
summer he scores the first-class record 501 not out for Warwickshire against Durham.

1998 (Roxburgh) Atherton is relieved of the captaincy as the English tourists lose 1-3 to Lara’s West Indies.
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The clarinet is the most versatile of all wind instruments, able to express warmth, brilliance,
passion and elegy. All facets of the clarinet are represented here, unified by the English school.
Lloyd Webber and Edward German give us enchanting melody, Hurlstone uses drama and song
whereas Bliss writes a lament. Bax and Finzi deliver masterworks, now essential clarinet
repertoire, and Patterson and Roxburgh add fire and fantasy to this collection. DDD
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John Bradbury, Clarinet
James Cryer, Piano

1 Edward German (1862-1936):
Romance 4:35
Arnold Bax (1883-1953): Sonata 13:51

2 I. Molto moderato 8:36
3 II. Allegro vivace 5:16

Edwin Roxburgh (b. 1937): 
Four Wordsworth Miniatures 8:05

4 I. Calm is the fragrant air 3:14
5 II. Waters on a starry night 1:21
6 III. Thoughts that do often lie 

too deep for tears 2:35
7 IV. The cataracts blow their trumpets 0:55

Gerald Finzi (1901-1956): 
Five Bagatelles, Op. 23 15:19

8 Prelude 3:41
9 Romance 4:02
0 Carol 2:20

! Forlana 3:07
@ Fughetta 2:08

William Hurlstone (1876-1906): 
Four Characteristic Pieces 16:57

# Ballade 6:47
$ Croon Song 2:56
% Intermezzo 2:41
^ Scherzo 4:32

& Paul Patterson (b. 1947): 
Soliloquy, Op. 79 5:52

* William Lloyd Webber (1914-1982): 
On Frensham Pond 2:44

( William Lloyd Webber: 
Air and Variations 6:38

) Arthur Bliss (1891-1975): 
Pastoral 4:25




