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The Slovak composer Alexander Moyzes was
born in Kláštor pod Znievom, in northwest 
Slovakia, on 4 September 1906. His father, 
the composer and teacher Mikuláš Moyzes 
(1872–1944), had been a pioneer figure in the 
development of Slovak national music in the years 
prior to the establishment of Czechoslovakia 
in 1918, and it was from him that Alexander 
received his early musical training, before 
entering the Prague Conservatory in 1925 to 
study organ, conducting and composition. He 
graduated from the Conservatory in 1929 and 
went on to study in the masterclass of Vítĕzslav 
Novák, from which he graduated the following 
year with his Overture for Orchestra, Op. 10. It 
was Novák who also directed his concentration 
on Slovak music, the source of much of his 
musical inspiration.

In 1929 Moyzes was appointed to the 
teaching staff of the Academy of Music in the 
Slovak capital, Bratislava. He took up the post 
of professor at the Bratislava Conservatory in 
1941, and spent a number of years as principal 
music advisor to Radio Bratislava, until he was 
compelled to leave in 1948. Moyzes became 
professor of composition at the Bratislava 
College of Musical Arts upon its foundation, and 
also headed the institution as rector from 1965 
to 1971. He was highly influential as a teacher, 
and his pupils included the majority of the future 

leading Slovak composers of the mid-20th 
century. Along with Eugen Suchoň (1908–1993) 
and Ján Cikker (1911–1989), Alexander Moyzes 
must be considered as one of the three leading 
composers of his generation in Slovakia. He 
succeeded in creating a style of composition 
that was thoroughly Slovak in inspiration, yet 
nevertheless took account of contemporary 
trends in European music, a synthesis that he 
was to consolidate in his later years.

As a composer, Moyzes is particularly 
well known for his symphonies, of which he 
wrote twelve in total. His output also includes 
the suites for orchestra Dances from Gemer, 
Op. 51, and Down the River Vád, Op. 26, 
concertos for violin and flute, two string quartets, 
a wind quintet and the opera Udatný král (‘The 
Deposed King’), as well as various songs and 
incidental music for cinema, radio and theatre.

Composed in 1929, Moyzes’ Symphony No. 1
in D major symbolises the beginning of an 
important new period in Slovak music in the 
time after the First World War; a modernising 
process of which the composer was one of 
the main instigators. The first movement was 
written in 1928 upon completion of Moyzes’ 
studies at the Prague Conservatory. During the 
summer and autumn of 1928, Moyzes added 
three further movements. The first performance 
of the work took place in Bratislava in February 
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1929, with the Bratislava Symphony Orchestra 
conducted by Oskar Nedbal, to whom the 
symphony is dedicated. A year later the 
symphony was performed in Prague by the 
Czech Philharmonic under Vacláv Talich. The 
young composer’s work received high acclaim, 
the audience being impressed above all by 
Moyzes’ mature style and brilliant compositional 
technique. Despite numerous positive reactions 
to the symphony, eight years later Moyzes 
decided to rework his symphony: he left out 
some of the folk music material from the first 
movement, modified the da capo section of the 
Scherzo and added a slow introduction to the 
Finale. The Symphony No. 1 is now performed 
and recorded in this new version, re-numbered 
as Op. 31.

Together with the Wind Quintet, Op. 17, 
Moyzes’ Symphony No. 2 in A minor, Op. 16, is 
considered one of the most remarkable works of 
his early creative period. It was initially composed 

in 1932, but several changes were made to it 
nine years later in 1941. The symphony was 
originally in three movements, but Moyzes left out 
from the revised version the second movement, 
using its material instead for a song cycle, 
The Way, Op. 19. The symphony remained in 
two movements: the first, a dramatic and vivid 
Allegro impetuoso with a strongly accented 
three trumpet theme which appears several 
times changed by an ardent string melody 
(wonderful proof of Moyzes’ orchestration 
abilities) and the second, Finale, quasi una 
fantasia, demonstrating his masterful control 
of contrapuntal writing. In the middle of this 
movement, quasi intermezzo, we can hear a 
lovely gavotta in Prokofiev style altered again by 
a demanding fugue. The symphony, in its new 
version, was first performed by the Bratislava 
Symphony Orchestra on 14 March 1942, under 
the baton of Josef Vincourek.

Keith Anderson and Ivan Marton
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Ladislav Slovák 
Ladislav Slovák is ranked as one of the most distinguished personalities in Slovak music life. After 
finishing the organ course at the City Music School he entered the Conservatory in Bratislava, 
where he studied organ and conducting with Professor K. Schimpl. Graduating in 1945, he 
became a producer for Czechoslovak Radio in Bratislava. In 1946 he founded an amateur chorus, 
which was engaged in 1948 as a professional body by Czechoslovak Radio. Under the ten-year 
guidance of Ladislav Slovák the ensemble achieved the highest artistic level. 
Two great conductor personalities,Václav Talich and Evgeny Mravinsky, influenced Slovák’s artistic 
growth and development. Under Talich’s guidance, in 1953 Slovák completed his conducting 
studies at the Music Academy in Bratislava. Talich was the first to discover his exceptional talent 
and organisational abilities, his persistence and uncompromising approach to creative work. 
In 1954–55 Slovák became Mravinsky’s assistant with the Leningrad Philharmonic Orchestra, 
where he turned his attention to the rich treasury of Russian orchestral music. After his return 
Slovák was appointed principal conductor of the Czechoslovak Radio Symphony Orchestra 
in Bratislava. In autumn 1959 he served as a guest conductor with the Czech Philharmonic 
Orchestra in an extended tour to New Zealand, Australia, Japan, China, India and the USSR. 
In 1961 Slovák was appointed principal conductor of the Slovak Philharmonic Orchestra. At the 
same time he undertook more engagements abroad, conducting important orchestras in Europe 
and in Asia, particularly in Japan, while accepting some longer lasting engagements in Australia, 
notably with the Radio Orchestras in Melbourne and Adelaide. In 1968 he undertook an extended 
tour of Canada and the United States with the Czech Philharmonic Orchestra, alternating with 
the conductor-in-chief of the orchestra, Karel Ančerl. He was invited to conduct Martinů’s opera 
Greek Passion and from 1972 to 1976 was also principal conductor of the Prague Symphony 
Orchestra FOK. He died after a long illness on 22 July 1999. 
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Slovak Radio Symphony Orchestra 

The Slovak Radio Symphony Orchestra was established in 1929 as the first professional 
symphony orchestra in Slovakia. The orchestra is currently led by conductor Mario Košik. It has 
made a large number of recordings for labels including Opus, Supraphon, Naxos and Marco Polo. 
In addition to regular season concerts, which feature works by Slovak composers, many of them 
as premieres, the orchestra has performed at concerts abroad, visiting Austria and Hungary, and 
touring in Europe, Japan and Korea. The orchestra has collaborated with renowned conductors 
such as Ľudovít Rajter, Ondrej Lenárd, Róbert Stankovský, Juraj Valčuha, Andrew Mogrelia, 
David Porcelijn, Vladimir Spivakov, Yordan Kamdzhalov and also with distinguished soloists.
www.sosr.vtvs.sk
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MOYZES
(1906–1984)

Along with Suchoň and Cikker, Alexander Moyzes was one of the leading Slovak composers of his 
generation. His compositional style was inspired by the folk music and beautiful landscapes of his 
native land, but also took account of contemporary trends in European music after the First World War. 
These early symphonies, infused with Moyzes’ masterful orchestration and control of counterpoint, 
signify a new period in 20th-century Slovak music.

 Symphony No. 1 in D major, Op. 31 (1929/37)  41:03
1 Allegro moderato  14:15
2 Adagio 10:28
3 Scherzo 5:19
4 Finale: Adagio – Allegro con brio 11:01

 Symphony No. 2 in A minor, Op. 16 (1932/41) 36:44 
5 Allegro impetuoso 16:15
6 Finale, quasi uni fantasia: Allegro marcato 20:29
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