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Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart  (1756-1791)

 1 Vorrei spiegarvi, oh Dio  K.418  6. 46
  (Librettist unknown)
  from: Il curioso (Pasquale Anfossi)
 2 Ah, lo previdi  K.272 12. 29 
  (VittorioAmadeo Cigna-Santi)
  from: Andromeda (G. Paisiello)
 3 Ah se in ciel, benigne stelle  K.538 7. 23
  (Pietro Metastasio)
 4 Vado, ma dove? oh Dei!  K.583       Aria  4. 15
  (Lorenzo da Ponte)
  from: Il burbero di buon core (Martin y Soler) 
 5 Bella mia fiamma, addio  K.528  8. 39
  (D.Michele Sacone)
  from: Cerere placata (Niccoló Jommelli)
 6 Se ardire e speranza   K.82/73o  6. 14
  (Lorenzo da Ponte)
  from: Il burbero di buon core (Martin y Soler) 
 7 Chi sà, chi sà qual sia  K.582     Aria  3. 10
   (Lorenzo da Ponte) 
  from: Il burbero di buon core (Martin y Soler) 
  Exsultate, jubilate  K.165
 8 I    Exultate, jubilate 4. 34
 9 II   Recitativ 0. 49
 10 III  Andante 6. 25
 11 IV  Alleluia 2. 33
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Lenneke Ruiten
Her career

I cannot imagine my life without music. I want to sing; I want to share 
the beauty of music with everyone”. The Dutch soprano, Lenneke 

Ruiten, performed in public for the very first time in 1992. She was 14 
years old and sang in her secondary school choir’s annual concert: music 
by Verdi, Brahms and, even then, Mozart. That was when she discov-
ered she wanted to become a singer. When she was 18, Lenneke Ruiten 
started taking lessons from Maria Rondel, later completing her studies 
at The Royal Conservatoire in The Hague. She went on to study opera at 
the Bayerische Theaterakademie, exploring the art of Lieder singing with 
Helmut Deutsch at the Hochschule für Musik und Theater in Munich. 
Lenneke specialised in German Lieder at the Austrian Franz Schubert 
Institut, studying with Robert Holl, Hans Hotter and Walter Berry, and in 
French Lieder at the Académie musicale de Villecroze with Elly Ameling 
and Rudolf Jansen. Meinard Kraak has been her coach since 2000.

In 2002, Lenneke Ruiten won first prize in the International Vocal 
Competition in ’s-Hertogenbosch. She also won the Press prize, Audience 
prize, the prize for the best Dutch participant and the Young Jury prize. It 
was Lenneke’s big breakthrough and, after that, her career really took off.  

Lenneke Ruiten has sung some splendid opera roles at both major 
venues and prestigious festivals. She played Susanna in Le Nozze di 
Figaro in the Prinzregententheater in Munich and Gabriel in the world 
premiere of the opera ‘Adam in ballingschap’ with De Nederlandse Opera 
during the Holland Festival. Lenneke excelled at the Schleswig-Holstein 
Musik Festival as Blondchen in Die Entführung aus dem Serail, and in 
2009 she made her debut at Le Festival d’Opéra Baroque de Beaune, as 
Despina in Così fan Tutte and as Armida in the opera Rinaldo. In 2010, 
Lenneke Ruiten is to perform the role of Pamina in Die Zauberflöte van 
Mozart with the  Opéra de Lausanne and, a year later, she returns to 
Lausanne as Almirena in Rinaldo.

In the concert hall, too, Lenneke Ruiten has built up quite a reputa-
tion, giving concerts in, for example, the Tonhalle in Zürich, the Victoria 
Hall in Geneva, the Gewandhaus in Leipzig, the Concertgebouw in 
Amsterdam and The National Concert Hall in Dublin. Lenneke has sung 
in the St Matthew Passion with the Symphonieorchester des Bayerischen 
Rundfunks and with the Orchestra Sinfonica di Milano Giuseppe Verdi. 
With the RTÉ National Symphony Orchestra, she performed Mozart’s 
‘Exsultate, Jubilate’. In 2010, there are solo appearances during an inter-
national tour with the conductor John Eliot Gardiner, The Monteverdi 
Choir and The English Baroque Soloists. 

About Mozart



Ed Spanjaard

The conductor Ed Spanjaard, born in Haarlem, Holland, is a versatile 
conductor, at home in broad con cert repertoire as well as opera. 

He conducts all major orchestras of the Netherlands, including the 
Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra, Rotterdam Philharmonic Orchestra, 
Residentie Orchestra and the Dutch Radio Orchestras. Among the foreign 
orches tras and ensembles are: Münchener Philharmoniker, Orchestre 
National de Belgique, Danish National Symphony Orchestra, Orchestra de 
I’Opera National de Lyon, Ensemble Modern and Klangforum Wien. The 
Limburg Symphony Orchestra thrives since 2001 under Ed Spanjaard’s 
inspi ration chief-conductorship. Since 1982 he is chief-conductor of the 
Nieuw Ensemble and has performed count less world premieres. With the 
es teemed Netherlands Chamber Choir, Ed Spanjaard made two Edison-
prize winning CD-recordings with music of Rudolf Escher and Ton de 
Leeuw. Ed Spanjaard conducted nu merous staged operas with several 
opera companies including De Nederlandse Opera, Nationale Reisopera, 
Opera Zuid, Opera National de Lyon and the Frankfurter Oper.

The Requiem by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart was Lenneke Ruiten’s 
very first introduction to classical music. Her flute teacher at the 

music school noticed Lenneke’s avid enthusiasm for classical music and 
gave her a cassette of the Requiem to listen to at home. Lenneke: “I 
thought it was wonderful and listened to it hundreds of times. From then 
on, I was a regular visitor to the library where I naturally looked for the 
music of Mozart, but also for Bach, Debussy, Prokofiev and Shostakovich.” 
The film Amadeus, about Mozart’s life, also made an indelible impression. 
“I saw the film in a music lesson at my secondary school. It contains so 
much – moving scenes, compelling music, tragedy and exciting opera 
stories.  Mozart is theatre through and through!” Lenneke has already 
sung the principal role in five of this composer’s operas. “Everything I sing 
by Mozart feels just right for my voice; I never have to struggle in any 
way. That feels very special. No doubt his acquaintances and the notions 
of that period imposed certain limitations on him. Despite (or perhaps 
because of ) that, his music is free, creative, expressive, unpredictable 
and profound. I think that’s ingenious, as well as being a lesson for living. 
Mozart is my best source of inspiration.”

About the CD

This CD contains a motet and seven concert arias. Lenneke has cho-
sen arias that are all theatrical, but also very diverse. ‘Ah, lo previdi!’, 

for example, is dramatic and melancholic while ‘Ah, se in ciel, benigne 
stelle’ is real coloratura: rapid and spectacular. The differences between 
the young and the old Mozart can be heard clearly as well. His early arias 
have a simple structure while his later works are more chromatic and 
complex. However, all his works are brilliant, authentic, credible and per-
fectly structured.  There is a purity about both the arias and the character 
roles – nothing artificial about them at all. Lenneke Ruiten is proud of 
the result: “It was wonderful to be able to work with the Concertgebouw 
Chamber Orchestra and the conductor Ed Spanjaard. Recording such 
beautiful music with the world’s best musicians is a dream come true! 
During the recording period, a creative process unfolded; we had the 
freedom and the opportunity to be creative, to take risks. In this won-
derful atmosphere, a mutual understanding developed. No stress, just 
pleasure. And you can hear that on the CD!”

Concertgebouw  
Chamber Orchestra

The Concertgebouw Chamber Orchestra  was founded in 1987. It 
consist of musicians of the worldfamous  Royal Concertgebouw 

Orchestra from Amsterdam.
Before 1987 they used the name Amsterdam Chamberorchestra.  In 
this period (1957-1987) the Chamberorchestra made many record-
ings with conductors like Andre Rieu, Anton van der Horst and 
Marinus Voorberg.

The Concertgebouw Chamber Orchestra  performed at sev-
eral important occasions like during the inauguration of Prinses 
Beatrix as Queen of the Netherlands (april 30, 1980) in the Nieuwe 
Kerk in Amsterdam and also during the visit of president Bush to the 
Netherlands in 1989. 
The orchestra also was invited to play at the ceremony of the Royal 
wedding of  the Dutch crown-prins Willem Alexander and Prinses 
Maxima on february 2 2002 in the Nieuwe Kerk in Amsterdam. 
From the CD “The Music from the Royal Wedding” more than 75.000 
samples were sold. Therefore they received the unique award of “3 x 
platinum”.

There is a lot of international interest in the Concertgebouw 
Chamber Orchestra.

They made several international concerttours to Belgium, Italy, 
Spain, Germany, Finland, Portugal, Japan, India, etc.

The Orchestra made many CD- recordings. With the CD of Schubert/
Mahler and Beetho ven/Mahler stringquartets they received the highest 
score (5 stars)  in the BBC-music magazine for  performance as well as 
sound-technique.

With the label PentaTone many new CD recordings were released 
with works from Mozart, Haydn, Schubert, Mendelssohn and Tchaikovsky. 

Some famous soloists who performed with the Concertgebouw 
Chamber Orchestra are: 

Maria João Pires, Friedrich Gulda, Eliane Rodrigues, Lynn Harrel,  
Mischa Maisky,  Marietta Petkova, Vesko Eschkenazy, Ronald Brautigam, 
Emily Beynon and Janine Jansen.

Since january 1995 principal conductor of the orchestra is maestro 
Marco Boni.
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