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1	 Concerto Grosso Op.6 No.8 
(‘Christmas Concerto’) 
by Arcangelo Corelli 
© Richard Eteson 
Arr. Richard Eteson

2	 In the Bleak Midwinter 
by Harold Darke 
Words by Christina Rossetti 
© Stainer & Bell Ltd. 
Arr. Tom Bullard 
Leads: Joanna, Richard

3	 Christmas Song 
by Mel Tormé & Robert Wells 
© Warner/Chappell Music Ltd. 
Arr.  Alexander L’Estrange 
Leads: Joanna, Jeremy, Johanna

4	 River 
by Joni Mitchell 
© Sony/ATV Music Publishing 
Arr. Tom Bullard 
Leads: Joanna, Jeremy, Johanna, Tom

5	 Walking in the Air 
(From ‘The Snowman’) 
by Howard Blake 
© Faber Music Ltd. 
Arr. Joanna Forbes 
Leads: Meinir, Joanna, Johanna, Kineret

6	 Let it Snow! Let it Snow! Let it Snow!  
by Sammy Cahn & Julie Styne 
© Cherry Lane Music Publishing 
Arr. Richard Eteson & Alexander L’Estrange 
Lead: Jeremy

7	 O Tannenbaum 
Traditional 
© Alexander L’Estrange 
Arr.  Alexander L’Estrange 
Lead: Tobias

8	 Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree 
by Johnny Marks 
© Warner/Chappell Music Ltd. 
Arr. Richard Eteson 
Lead: Johanna 
Sax solo: Richard

9	 Santa Baby 
by Joan Javitts, Philip Springer & Tony Springer 
© Warner/Chappell Music Ltd. 
Arr. Meinir Thomas 
Leads: Johanna, Meinir, Kineret, Joanna 
Muted Trumpet solo: Tobias

bl	 Away in a Manger 
Traditional 
© Wendy Nieper 
Arr. Wendy Nieper 
Trumpet solo: Kineret

bm	 Carol of the Drum 
Anonymous 
© Rachel Weston 
Arr. Rachel Weston

bn	 Amazing Grace 
Traditional 
© Joanna Forbes 
Arr. Joanna Forbes 
Leads: Johanna, Meinir, Joanna & Kineret

bo	 Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer 
by Johnny Marks 
© Warner/Chappell Music Ltd. 
Arr. Joanna Forbes 
Leads, including instrumental solos: Meinir, Joanna, Tobias

bp	 Last Christmas 
by George Michael 
© Warner/Chappell Music Ltd. 
Arr. Philip Hartley

bq	 Happy Christmas (War is Over) 
by John Lennon & Yoko Ono 
© Lenono Music 
Arr. Joanna Forbes

br	 Hotaru no Kikari 
Melody: Traditional Scottish 
Words: Traditional Japanese 
© Joanna Forbes 
Arr. Joanna Forbes 
Lead: Richard

  All vocal percussion by Jeremy & Tobias



The Christmas repertoire of the current swingle singers line-up has for several years been something 
of a well-kept secret in most parts of the globe.  For, in the ten years since the release of  A Story of Christmas 
(SWIMGCD8), the group has made an annual December tour of Japan where their Special Christmas Show has gradu-
ally developed a cult following, the same fans turning up year after year, bringing with them increasing numbers of friends 
and family, to welcome with open arms these eight talented vocalists.  For those of us not lucky enough to be in Japan 
during December, we have rather missed out on this unique experience.  But all is not lost!  Here, unwrapped for you, is 
a Christmas present you’ll want to return to year after year.  We may not be able to witness the delights of the singers’ 
infamous choreography nore indeed be dazzled by the stage lighting but we can sit back and enjoy the wonders of the 
extraordinary voices that remain unmistakeably the swingle singers.  At times it is hard to believe that every sound on 
this disc is made buy the human voice - but believe it!

As always with the single singers, the constant factor and that which makes them instantly recognisable is the intimate 
purity of sound resulting from the use of close microphones.  This coupled with the use of their voices as instruments, 
whether directly imitating double bass and drums or evoking a piano arpeggio with startling accuracy of note-placement, 
agility and perfect blend between voices, gives us that special sound we have come to know and love.

The appeal of this particular recording is in its variety of musical styles: from swung Baroque (Corelli’s ‘Christmas 
Concerto’) to traditional songs (O Tannenbaum) to big band numbers (Let it Snow!) to pop ballads (Joni Mitchell’s 
River) to Christmas classics (Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer) to ‘80s hits (Last Christmas) to contemporary film 
music (Walking in the Air), this track-listing is rather reminiscent of a swingle singers mixed a cappella show.  All of 
the arrangements are by current or recent members of the swingle singers.  The last track is, appropriately enough, 
the arrangement with which every seingle singers Christmas Show closes, the Japanese song Hotaru no Kikari sung to 
the tune of Auld Lang Syne:

Hotaru no hikari mado no yuki, 
Fumi yomu tsukihi kasanetsutsu,
Itsushika toshi mo suginoto wo,
Aketezo kesa wa wakare yuku      

An English translation might be:

With the light from fireflies and the reflection from snow outside the window
We would read books for months and years;
As the years stole by
On this graduation morning we shall open the door into new years and be parted.     

We were pleased to discover that in Japan the tune is widely known although the Japanese version is used in a different 
context.  The words were originally meant to be sung by students at graduation ceremony at the end of a hard year of 
study.  The themes of looking back over the past and saying goodbye whilst preparing to go on to new things have meant 
that the song is sometimes played by restaurants as a signal to customers that the evening is over and they should go 
home!  In Japan, it brings tears to the eyes of the audience but, whether or not we understand the precise meaning of 
the words, we cannot fail to be moved by its beauty.        

Meinir Thomas Soprano
I love Christmas; it’s a time for bonding and reunion with 
family and friends through song and celebration.
Nadolig Llawen! (and that’s “Happy Christmas” in Welsh!)

Johanna Marshall Alto
Christmas = the smell of burning tangerine peel in a 
real coal fire.  I love to spend Christmas with my family 
who all have ridiculously loud laughs.  My Mum makes 
the best Christmas dinner in the world!
Happy Holidays!

Jeremy Sadler Bass
The best thing about Christmas is the wealth of 
great music that we hear every year; and I think 
this album could certainly be the soundtrack to 
every holiday mood I’ve been in!
Merry Christmas to you!

Joanna Forbes Soprano
This album means a lot to me as it was the last one I 
recorded with the swingle singers.  I want to thank our fans 
all over the world for your continued support of our group.  
I love you all!
Happy Christmas!

Richard Eteson Tenor
I remember driving home early on a silent Christmas morning at 
about 5 a.m. , awake with the jetlag following the Christmas tour of 
Japan.  As dawn came up Corelli’s ‘Christmas Concerto’ came 
on the radio.  I was struck by the bassline and knew that I must try 
and arrange it for the swingle singers... and I’m delighted that this 
arrangement opens the album!
Peace.

Tobias Hug Bass
I love Arnd’s arrangement of O Tannenbaum and it’s 
nice for me to have a German Christmas song on the 
album.  The arrangement is like the song:
simple but very beautiful!
Fröhliche Weihnachten! (“Merry Christmas” in German)

. . .all the sounds on this recording 
   are made by the human voice!

Kineret Erez Alto
Last Christmas was my first ever!
This album is very special for me.  When we
learnt the music I got to know Christmas songs 
for the first time and I loved them!
              (that’s “Happy Holiday!” in Hebrew)  

Tom Bullard Tenor
It’s been a long time since our last Christmas  
album and I’m really glad that we can bring all  
of our latest arrangements to people who  
don’t get to see our Christmas shows.  
Christmas always brings some great songs  
which never seem to be heard the rest of  
the year, so now you’ve got the album ...  
every day can be Christmas Day!!
   Merry Christmas to all our fans!


