


1 Hodie Christus natus est Traditional [2.19]
2 Resonet in laudibus Orlande de Lassus [3.43]
3 Es ist ein Ros’ entsprungen Michael Praetorius [2.35]
4 Beata Viscera Maria virginis William Byrd [2.08]
5 Hodie Christus natus est Jan Pieterszoon Sweelinck [3.39]
6 O magnum mysterium Francis Poulenc [3.10]
7 Quem vidistis pastores dicite Francis Poulenc [2.48]
8 Hodie Christus natus est Francis Poulenc [2.16]
9 A Spotless Rose Herbert Howells [3.00]
0 Here is the Little Door Herbert Howells [3.21]
q Sing Lullaby Herbert Howells [3.08]
w I Saw Three Ships Clive Smith [3.15]
e God Rest You Merry Gentlemen  Traditional, Arr. Geoffrey Keating [2.53]
r La Peregrinaçion Ariel Ramirez, Arr. Peter Knight [3.14]
t Christmas Song Mel Tormé & Robert Wells, Arr. Peter Knight [3.24]
y Still, Still, Still Traditional, arr. Alexander L’Estrange [3.23]
u Jingle Bells James Lord Pierpoint, arr. Gordon Langford [1.39]
i A Thanksgiving Bob Chilcott [2.54]
 featuring The National Youth Choir of Great Britain 

 Total timings:   [52.50]

CHRISTMAS PRESENCE

www.signumrecords.com

THE KING’S SINGERS

there is nothing here other than what we  
produced on the night itself; and what better a 
season to celebrate with music than Christmas? 

Our programme for this special concert takes  
the listener through various ages and styles 
of music, from the Renaissance to the present 
day, and we feel it would make the perfect 
accompaniment to your Christmas morning - 
beginning with the sacred music that celebrates 
the birth of Jesus, move through more modern 
carols familiar from church and cathedral services  
across the nation, and ending with the musical 
trimmings that your roast turkey deserves! 
The King’s Singers
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ARTIST NOTE

The essence of The King’s Singers has always 
been live performance. Commercial recordings 
are hugely important as a way of disseminating 
our material, and the group has always  
been committed to a comprehensive recording 
programme, but for us the best of both worlds  
is represented on this disc: a live concert recording. 

Christmas Presence gives the listener the 
experience of being at a live King’s Singers  
concert, in one of the world’s most beautiful 
buildings (and acoustics!) from the comfort  
of their own home. You can be assured that  
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TEXTS

1 Hodie Christus natus est
Traditional  

Hodie Christus natus est 
hodie Salvator apparuit: 
hodie in terra canunt Angeli, 
laetantur Archangeli: 
hodie exsultant justi, dicentes: 
Gloria in excelsis Deo, alleluja.

Dominus dixit ad me:
filius meus es tu ego,
hodie genui te.

Hodie Christus natus est  …

Text: Magnificat for Christmas Day, after Vespers.

2 Resonet in laudibus  
Orlande de Lassus (1532-1594)

Resonet in laudibus cum iucundis plausibus
Sion cum fidelibus: apparuit quern genuit Maria.
Sunt impleta quae praedixit Gabriel.
Eia, virgo Deum genuit, quod divina voluit dementia.
Hodie apparuit in Israel, ex Maria virgine est 
natus Rex.

Text: Anonymous, c. 14th Century

Today Christ is born.
Today the Saviour has appeared:
Today the Angels sing on earth,
The Archangels rejoice: 
Today the righteous are glad and say:
Glory to God in the highest, alleluia.

The Lord hath said to me: 
Thou art my son, 
Today have I begotten thee.

This day Christ is born …

Let Sion resound with the joyful acclaim of the 
faithful:
He whom Mary bore has appeared.
Gabriel’s prophesies have been fulfilled.
The Virgin has given birth to God as divine 
mercy willed.
Today a King has appeared in Israel, born of 
the Virgin Mary.

3 Es ist ein Ros’ entsprungen 
Michael Praetorius (1571-1621)

Es ist ein Ros’ entsprungen aus einer Wurzel zart, 
Als uns die Alten sungen: von Jesse kam die Art. 
Und hat ein Blümlein bracht mitten im kalten Winter 
Wohl zu der halben Nacht. 

Das Röslein, das ich meine, davon Jesajas sagt, 
Hat uns gebracht alleine Marie, die reine Magd. 
Aus Gottes ew’gem Rat hat sie ein Kind geboren, 
Welches uns selig macht. 

O Jesu, bis zum Scheiden aus diesem Jammertal 
Laß Dein Hilf uns geleiten hin in den Freudensaal, 
In Deines Vaters Reich, da wir Dich ewig loben. 
O Gott, uns das verleih. 

Text: Words of 14th Century origin, translated by 
Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878)

4 Beata Viscera Maria virginis 
William Byrd (c.1540-1623)

Beata viscera Mariae Virginis,
quae portaverunt aeterni Patris Filium.
Alleluia.

Texts: Anyonymous, liturgical

A spotless rose is growing, sprung from a tender root, 
Of ancient seers’ foretelling, of Jesse promised fruit. 
Its fairest bud unfolds to light amid the cold, 
cold winter, 
And in the dark midnight. 

The rose which I am singing, whereof Isaiah said, 
Is from its sweet root springing in Mary, purest maid; 
Through God’s great love and might the blessed 
babe she bare us 
In a cold, cold winter’s night. 

O Saviour, child of Mary, who felt our human woe; 
Saviour, king of glory, who dost our weakness know, 
Bring us at length, we pray, 
To the bright courts of heaven and to the endless day. 

Blessed is the womb of the Virgin Mary,
that bore the son of the everlasting Father.
Alleluia.
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7 Quem vidistis pastores dicite 
Francis Poulenc  
 
Quem vidistis pastores dicite:
Annuntiate nobis in terris quis apparuit:
Natum vidimus, et choros angelorum 
collaudantes Dominum. Dicite quidnam vidistis, 
et annuntiate Christi nativitatem.

Text: Matins Reponsories for Christmas Day.

8 Hodie Christus natus est
Francis Poulenc

Hodie Christus natus est 
hodie Salvator apparuit: 
hodie in terra canunt Angeli, 
laetantur Archangeli: 
hodie exsultant justi, dicentes: 
Gloria in excelsis Deo, alleluja.

Text: Magnificat for Christmas Day, after Vespers.

8 A Spotless Rose
Herbert Howells (1892-1983)

A Spotless Rose is growing, 
Sprung from a tender root, 
Of ancient seers‘ foreshowing, 
Of Jesse promised fruit; 

5 Hodie Christus natus est
Jan Pieterszoon Sweelinck (1562-1621)

Hodie, hodie Christus natus est.
Noe, Noe, Noe.
Hodie, hodie Salvator apparuit.
Alleluia.
Hodie, hodie in terra canunt angeli,
Laetantur archangeli.
Noe, Noe, Noe.
Hodie, hodie exultant justi dicentes:
Gloria in excelsis Deo, alleluia.
Noe, Noe, Noe.

Text: Magnificat for Christmas Day, after Vespers.

6 O magnum mysterium
Francis Poulenc (1891-1963)

O magnum mysterium, et admirabile sacramentum, 
ut animalia viderent Dominum
natum iacentem in praesepio. Beata virgo,
cuius viscera meruerunt portare Dominum Christum. 

Text: Matins Reponsories for Christmas Day.

Today, today Christ is born.
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell.
Today, today the Saviour has appeared,
alleluia.
Today, today the angels sing on earth,
the archangels rejoice.
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell.
Today, today the righteous are glad and say:
Glory to God in the highest, alleluia.
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell.

How great a mystery, and how wonderful 
the sacrament,
that the animals should behold the Lord
newly born and lying in a stable. Blessed be the virgin
whose womb was worthy to bear our Lord Christ.

Who did you see, shepherds? Speak,
and tell us who has appeared on earth.
‘We saw a new-born child and a choir of Angels
praising the Lord.’ Speak of what you have seen,
and proclaim the birth of Christ.

Today Christ is born.
Today the Saviour has appeared:
Today the Angels sing on earth,
The Archangels rejoice: 
Today the righteous are glad and say:
Glory to God in the highest, alleluia.
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w I Saw Three Ships
Clive Smith (b. 1950)

I saw three ships come sailing in,
On Christmas day, on Christmas day,
I saw three ships come sailing in,
On Christmas day in the morning.

And what was on those ships all three?
On Christmas day, on Christmas day,
And what was on those ships all three?
On Christmas day in the morning.

Our Saviour Christ and his lady
On Christmas day, on Christmas day,
Our Saviour Christ and his lady,
On Christmas day in the morning.

Pray whither sailed those ships all three?
On Christmas day, on Christmas day,
Pray whither sailed those ships all three?
On Christmas day in the morning.

Oh, they sailed into Bethlehem,
On Christmas day, on Christmas day,
Oh, they sailed into Bethlehem,
On Christmas day in the morning.

And all the bells on earth shall ring,
On Christmas day, on Christmas day,

And all the bells on earth shall ring,
On Christmas day in the morning.

And all the Angels in Heaven shall sing,
On Christmas day, on Christmas day,
And all the Angels in Heaven shall sing,
On Christmas day in the morning.

And all the souls on earth shall sing,
On Christmas day, on Christmas day,
And all the souls on earth shall sing,
On Christmas day in the morning.

Then let us all rejoice, amain,
On Christmas day, on Christmas day,
Then let us all rejoice, amain,
On Christmas day in the morning.

Text: English traditional, c. 17th Century

e God Rest You Merry Gentlemen  
Traditional, Arr. Geoffrey Keating

God rest you merry, gentlemen, 
Let nothing you dismay, 
Remember Christ our Saviour 
Was born on Christmas day,
To save us all from Satan’s power 
When we had gone astray:
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Its fairest bud unfolds to light 
Amid the cold, cold winter, 
And in the dark midnight. 

The Rose which I am singing, 
Whereof Isaiah said, 
Is from its sweet root springing 
In Mary, purest Maid; 
For through our God‘s great love and might 
The Blessed Babe she bare us 
In a cold, cold winter‘s night. 

Text: Words of 14th Century origin, translated by 
Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878) 

0 Here is the Little Door
Herbert Howells

Here is the little door.
Lift up the latch; O lift!
We need not wander more,
but enter with our gift.
A gift of finest Gold,
Gold that was never bought nor sold;
Myrrh to be strewn about his bed;
Incense in clouds about his head;
all for the Child who stirs not in his sleep, 
Bend low about his bed: for each he has a gift! 
See how his eyes awake – lift up your hands! O lift! 

For Gold he gives a keen-edged sword 
(defend with it thy little Lord)!
For incense, smoke of battle red.
Myrrh for the honoured happy dead.
Gifts for his children, terrible and sweet,
Touched by such tiny hands and oh! such tiny feet.
but Holy slumber holds with ass and sheep.

Text: G.K. Chesterton (1874-1936) 

q Sing Lullaby
Herbert Howells

Sing lullaby, 
While snow doth gently fall,
Sing lullaby to Jesus 
Born in an oxen-stall.

Sing lullaby to Jesus 
Born now in Bethlehem, 
The naked blackthorn’s growing 
To weave his diadem. 

Sing lullaby to Jesus. 
While thickly snow doth fall, 
Sing lullaby to Jesus 
The Saviour of all. 

Text: Frederick William Harvey (1888–1957) 
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r La Peregrinaçion
Ariel Ramirez (1921-2010), Arr. Peter Knight

A la huella, a la huella, José y Maria,
Por las pampas heladas, cardos y hortigas. 
A la huella, a la huella, cortando campo, 
No hay cobijo ni fondas, sigan andando.

Florecita del campo, flores del aire,
Si ninguno te aloja, adonde naces?
Donde naces florecita que estas creciendo, 
Palomita asustada, grillo sin sueño.
A la huella, a la huella, José y Maria,
Con un Dios escondido ... nadie sabia!

Follow on, follow on, Joseph and Mary 
Through thistles, nettles, long grass.
Follow on, follow on, across the land
Neither shelter nor inn is found, keep moving.

Little flower of the field, blossom in the wind,
If no one will house you, wherewill you be born? 
Where will you be born, little bud that is 
Growing, frightened little dove, sleepless cricket? 
Follow on, follow on, Mary and Joseph,
With the hidden God ... and nobody knew!

A la huella, a la huella, los peregrinos. 
Prestenme una tapera, para mi niño.
A la huella, a la huella, soles y lunas, 
Dos ojitos de almendra, piel de aceituna.

Ay, burrito del campo! Ay, buey barcino! 
Que mi niño ya viene, haganle sitio
Un ranchito de quincha solo me ampara 
Dos alientos amigos, la luna clara.
A la huella, a la huella, José y Maria, 
Con un Dios escondido ... nadie sabia!

Words: Ariel Ramirez

t Christmas Song 
Mel Tormé (1925-1999) and Robert Wells 
(1922-1998), Arr. Peter Knight 

All the folk we love and me,
Yuletide brings us all together
this time of year

Chestnuts roasting on an open fire
Jack Frost nipping at your nose
Yuletide carols being sung by a choir
And folks dressed up like Eskimos

Everybody knows a turkey and some mistletoe
Help to make the season bright

Follow on, follow on, and travel you pilgrims. 
Loan me a cabin for my baby boy.
Follow on, follow on, like suns and moons, 
Almond-shaped eyes and dark olive skin.

O little country donkey! O ruddy ox!
My child is coming, make room, make room. 
Just a stable of rushes and mud protects me, 
two friendly breaths and the clear cold moon. 
Follow on, follow on, Mary and Joseph,
with the hidden God ... and nobody knew!

Tiny little tots with their eyes all aglow
Will find it hard to sleep tonight

They know that Santa’s on his way
He’s loaded lots of toys and goodies on his sleigh
And ev’ry mother’s child is gonna spy
To see if reindeer really know how to fly

So I’m offering this simple phrase
To kids from one to ninety-two
Although’ it’s been said many times, many ways
“Merry Christmas to you”

Text: Mel Tormé and Robert Wells
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O tidings of comfort and joy, 
comfort and joy,
O tidings of comfort and joy.

From God that is our Father,
A blessèd angel came,
Unto some certain shepherds 
With tidings of the same,
That there was born in Bethlehem 
The Son of God by name:
O tidings of comfort and joy ...

The shepherds at those tidings 
Rejoicèd much in mind,
And left their flocks a-feeding

In tempest, storms and wind,
And straight they came to Bethlehem, 
The Son of God to find:
O tidings of comfort and joy ...

Now to the Lord sing praises,
All you within this place,
And with true love and brotherhood 
Each other now embrace;
For the merry time of Chirstmas,
Is drawing on a pace:
O tidings of comfort and joy ...

Text: English traditional, c. 16th Century
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Jingle bells, jingle bells 
Jingle all the way,
Oh what fun it is to ride
In a one-horse open sleigh.

Now the ground is white,
Go it while you’re young, 
Take the girls tonight
And sing this sleighing song. 
Just get a bob-tailed bay, 
Two-forty for his speed,
And hitch him to an open sleigh 
And crack! You’ll take the lead.

Come with us and hear those 
Jingle bells, jingle bells 
Jingle all the way,
Oh what fun it is to ride
In a one-horse open sleigh, 
Jingle bells, jingle bells 
Jingle all the way,
Oh what fun it is to ride
In a one-horse open 
jingling, jingling, jingling 
jingling open sleigh.

Text: James Lord Pierpont, adapted by Gordon Langford

i	 A Thanksgiving
Bob Chilcott (b. 1955)   
  

Thanks be to Thee, Lord Jesus Christ
For all the benefits Thou hast given me,
For all the pains and insults
Which thou has borne for me.
O most merciful Redeemer, friend and brother, 
May we know Thee more clearly,
Love Thee more dearly,
And follow Thee more nearly
Day by day.
Amen.

Text: St Richard of Chichester (1197-1253)
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y Still, Still, Still
Traditional Austrian, arr. Alexander L’Estrange 
 
Still, still, still,
Mein liebes kindlein still
Die Englein leise fur dich singen, 
Und ferne glocken sanft erklingen, 
Still, still, still,
Mein liebes kindlein still

Sleep, sleep, sleep,
The infant King is asleep
His peace and stillness all around you 
Heavenly rest and calm surround you 
Sleep, sleep, sleep,
The infant King is asleep

Still, still, still
The Babe is sleeping still
While angels all above are singing 
Peace to all the world He is bringing
Still, still, still
The babe is sleeping still

Schlaf in himmlischer ruh...

Text: 19th Century German, translated and amended by 
Alexander L’Estrange

u Jingle Bells  
James Lord Pierpoint (1822-1893), 
arr. Gordon Langford 

Jingle, jingle... 
Jingle all the way.

Jingle bells, jingle bells 
Jingle all the way,
Oh what fun it is to ride
In a one-horse open sleigh, 
Jingle bells, jingle bells 
Jingle all the way,
Oh what fun it is to ride
In a one-horse open sleigh.

Dashing through the snow
In a one-horse open sleigh 
O’er the fields we go 
Laughing all the way.
Bells on bob-tail ring
Making spirits bright
What fun it is to ride and sing 
A sleighing song tonight.

Jingle bells, jingle bells 
Jingle all the way,
Oh what fun it is to ride
In a one-horse open sleigh,
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THE KING’S SINGERS

David Hurley countertenor *
Timothy Wayne-Wright countertenor
Julian Gregory tenor
Christopher Bruerton baritone
Christopher Gabbitas baritone
Jonathan Howard bass

The King’s Singers were officially born on May 1st 
1968, formed by six recently-graduated choral 
scholars from King’s College, Cambridge. Their 
vocal line-up was (by chance) two countertenors,  
a tenor, two baritones and a bass, and the group 
has never wavered from this formation since.  

What really distinguished the group in its early 
years was its musical diversity. The King’s Singers 
were a weekly fixture on prime-time television, 
celebrating popular music never usually touched  
by choral ensembles, and their unique British 
charm, combined with their musical craft,  
captured audiences’ hearts the world over. The 
group has consistently been welcomed on the 
world’s great stages throughout its history –  
from London’s Royal Albert Hall to the  
Opera House in Sydney or New York’s Carnegie  
Hall – as well as being ambassadors for  
musical excellence at numerous significant global  
events. Two Grammy® Awards, an Emmy® Award,  

and a place in Gramophone magazine’s inaugural 
Hall of Fame sit among the numerous accolades 
bestowed upon the group. 

This love of diversity has always fuelled The  
King’s Singers’ commitment to creating new  
music. A panoply of commissioned works by  
many of the supreme composers of our times – 
including Sir John Tavener, György Ligeti, Toru 
Takemitsu, John Rutter, Luciano Berio, Nico  
Muhly and Eric Whitacre – sits alongside  
countless bespoke arrangements in the group’s 
extensive repertoire. The group is determined to 
spread the joy of ensemble singing, and leads 
workshops and residential courses all over the 
world each season.

The world may have changed a lot in the fifty  
years since the original King’s Singers came 
together, but today’s group is still charged by  
the same lifeblood – one that wants to radiate 
the joy singing brings every day, and to give  
life to audiences with their virtuosity and vision 
for an exciting musical future.

* David Hurley performed with The King’s  
Singers for 26 years, before handing on his role 
as first countertenor to Patrick Dunachie in 
September 2016.

The King’s Singers would like to thank the Provost and Fellows of King’s College, Cambridge, for giving 
permission for this recording to take place. As ever, Steve Long, Mike Hatch and all at Signum Records 

have been instrumental in making this disc possible. We remain constantly grateful for the advice 
and support of Claire Long and the Music Productions team. The Carol for Christmas competition 

produced wonderful new works from many entrants, not least Clive Smith’s carol recorded here, and the 
competition was enabled by the generous support of Woodfine’s Solicitors. Heartfelt thanks to you all.

Recorded live in the Chapel of King’s College, Cambridge, on 4th December 2015 
Produced, Mixed and Mastered by Mike Hatch
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Christmas Songbook
The King’s Singers
SIGCD459

“ It mixes snappy arrangements of American secular favourites 
like Santa Claus is coming to town…the six-part harmonies are 
typically immaculate…”
BBC Music Magazine

Christmas
The King’s Singers
SIGCD502

“nothing fazes them, however tough the demands, and there  
is a combination of precision and warmth to the singing, 
captured in sympathetic acoustics.”
Daily Telegraph
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