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Introduction

The news of  Lieut-Colonel Ray Bowes’s ‘Promotion to Glory’ (to use Salvation Army 

terminology) on 13 February 2010, shortly after his 85th birthday, was marked by the 

warmest expressions of  the countless people who had come under his influence over the 

years. For example:

'A true Christian gentleman from the SA’s golden generation'

'We remember his great sense of  fun, humour and, of  course, 

his wonderful musical talent - a man of  great natural charm'

'Great man, one of  a special post war generation of  SA musicians, 

wonderful encourager, composer and conductor'.

Simon Birkett - Euphonium

Simon learnt to play the euphonium in The Salvation Army’s 

young people's bands in Letchworth and St. Helier (Jersey) 

and quickly went through his Associated Board grade exams, 

finishing with the ARCM Diploma whilst he was still at school. 

He then went on to study at the Birmingham Conservatoire 

where, under the direction of  Steven Mead, he also attained 

his ABSM diploma in performance and BA (Hons) degree in 

Music. 

Soon after starting work, he joined The International Staff  Band and travelled throughout 

the world with them, featuring on both programmes and recordings as a baritone soloist, 

and was one of  the guest soloists at the 2000 Great Northern Brass Arts Festival at the 

Bridgwater Hall, Manchester.

In his work life, Simon is the Music Originator and Technical Supervisor for the Music 

Ministries Unit. This role sees him overseeing the running of  the Editorial section of  the 

department, producing proof  scores and parts prior to publication and overseeing the 

technical side to the office life (computers, recording equipment etc.), making sure that 

everything is running correctly and efficiently.
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Such comments were symbolic of  the affection in which Ray Bowes was, and is, held. 

Born in Castleford, Yorkshire, in January 1925, he started to play the cornet at the age of  

seven and quickly gained a reputation as a young cornet virtuoso, travelling extensively 

as a soloist. He had three early ambitions: firstly to have a composition published by the 

SA, secondly to become a member of  the SA’s International Staff  Band (ISB) and thirdly 

to become an SA bandmaster. 

All three ambitions were splendidly achieved, his first youthful published band composition 

being titled Castleford, whilst he joined the cornet section of  the SA’s premier band, the 

ISB, in 1947 - his total period as a member of  the ISB as player and conductor extending 

to more than 42 years - and he was commissioned Bandmaster of  the Harlesden Corps 

in North London in 1950, conducting that band for a remarkable 60 years. Ray was 

Bandmaster of  the ISB from July 1975 and in 1980 he was appointed the SA’s Chief  

Music Editor until retirement in February 1990.

Ray was virtually ‘self  taught’ as a composer, though he benefitted greatly from a 

correspondence course with the legendary Salvationist composer, George Marshall. 

His output of  band compositions was not especially prolific - perhaps partly due to ill-

informed early criticism from some conservative ‘powers that be’, who suggested that 

Ray should ‘tone down his more innovative tendencies’! A lover of  classical music, 

particularly the works of  Haydn, Grieg and Delius, his creatively individual works range 

from the simplest of  tunes to the more technically demanding. They are invariably well 

crafted, melodic and colourfully harmonious. 

Keith Hutchinson - Cornet

Keith started playing cornet at the age of  seven at Blackpool 
Citadel under the leadership of  YP Band Leader Cecil 
Parkinson. Cecil was to be a major influence in his early life, 
something Keith is exceedingly grateful for. Growing up, 
Keith had two idols: James Shepherd and Derek Garside - two 
awesome cornet players.

At the age of  22, together with his wife Shirley, he moved to 
London and became Principal Cornet with Tottenham Citadel 
Band (later to become Enfield Citadel), a position in which he 
served with distinction for 23 years. During his tenure with 
the band they travelled extensively throughout the UK and worldwide, the highlight 
of  which was a tour to Australia and New Zealand in 1980. During his time at Enfield 
he came under the mentorship and guidance of  Bandmaster James Williams, whom he 
regards as one of  the greatest band trainers ever.  

Due to work pressures and commitments Keith stopped playing in 1993, but was 
encouraged to start playing again after a chance meeting with Roger Webster at a Black 
Dyke concert in Chichester in 2005. Later that year he joined the Horsham Borough 
Band on the solo cornet bench and last year took on the position of  Principal Cornet.

Amongst the many highlights of  his banding career, Keith counts his opportunities to play 

with both Black Dyke and Grimethorpe on several occasions as the most memorable.



Code No. Booklet-Pgs4&9

CYAN     MAGENTA     YELLOW     BLACK

 The Music

A Testimony of  Praise

This bright, happy selection was intended for the many smaller SA bands to play and 

features three songs, starting appropriately with Praise Him with melody, praise Him with song.  

My Heart’s Desire 

Here is an expressive musical presentation of  a simple devotional chorus, the words of  

which are: 'Enter, enter right into my heart, Lord; enter now, enter now'.

Rhapsody for Cornet and Band

This lyrical cornet solo, which, in the words of  Lieut-Colonel Ray Steadman-Allen (a 

former SA Chief  Music Editor) 'is a beautifully constructed work that probably reveals 

the essential Bowes', is based on the melody of  a delightful carol, A Christmas Lullaby, 

by Terry Camsey. Terry was a good friend and former ISB colleague of  Ray who gave 

the solo its first performance at a Leukaemia Research Fund Christmas Concert at the 

Royal Albert Hall in 1974, an occasion made poignant by the fact that Terry and his 

wife, Beryl, had previously lost their little girl, Angela, to the disease. Coincidentally, 

Terry was Principal Cornet of  the Upper Norwood SA Band at the time, conducted by 

George Whittingham.

Abide With Me

This through-setting of  Dr William Henry Monk’s popular hymn tune was prepared for 

a television programme featuring the SA.

Trombones      

John Spicer

Stan Richardson

Maurice Horwood

John White

Bass Trombone 

Roy Horscroft

 

Eb Bass

 John Rodgers

Andy Hawkins

Philip Edwards

Bb Bass

Leslie Swift

Nigel May

 

Percussion

Steve Wood

Executive Producer

Trevor Caffull

Producer

Brian Hillson

 

Engineer

Alistair Barker

 

Post-Production

World of  Sound

Production Manager

Nicki Seager

Design & Artwork

Andrew Wainwright 

  

Recorded by World of  Sound 

on 14 & 15 July 2010 

at St. John’s Church, Upper Norwood.
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Song of  Triumph

A sparkling set of  melodic variations for euphonium based on the song, O my Jesus, how 

charming is Thy name.

Winterthur Centenary

Ray was invited to write this rhythmic march to celebrate 100 years of  the SA's work in 

Winterthur, a delightful town in Switzerland. There are thematic references to Salvation, 

O the joyful sound.

Jubilant Faith

Written for the 75th Anniversary of  the ISB in October 1966. Its three motifs are: Flag, 

representing the yellow star and red and blue banner beneath which the Salvationist 

fights; Faith, signified by the composer’s own setting of  Jesus loves me, (a tune which, 

significantly, now appears in the SA tune book with the title, Bowes), whilst fervour is 

found in the out-flowing zeal of  Saints of  God.

David of  the White Rock 

This is a beautiful setting of  a melody reputedly originating in North Wales, where 

tradition holds that a bard named David, lying on his deathbed, called for his harp, 

performed this plaintive tune, and desired that it should be played at his funeral. The 

tune became known by the names of  David and his house, ‘Garagwen’ (‘Druid Stone’ 

or ‘White Rock’).

Conductor

Major George Whittingham

 

Soprano Cornet

Dave Harrison

Cornets

Alan Moyse - Principal

Darrell Scholes - Associate Conductor

Malcolm Shelton

Douglas Minter

 John Moye

Eric Rapp

Colin Richardson

Rowland Little - Band Secretary

Brian Hillyer - Librarian

Ken Hillyer

William Davis

 

Flugel Horn            

Andrew Stewart

Horns             

Ken Osborne

Roger Gadsden

Don Middleton

Keith Thomas

Ken Hodson

Baritones         

Geoff  Marsh - Treasurer

Godfrey Carter

Douglas Glover

 

Euphoniums     

Bram Chestney

Derek Fairman

John Hockley

 

Personnel
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South London Fellowship Band

South London Fellowship Band was formed in 1994 on the initiative of  Major George 
Whittingham, a retired Salvation Army Officer and former Deputy Bandmaster of  The 
International Staff  Band and for many years Bandmaster of  Upper Norwood Band of  
The Salvation Army.
 
Major Whittingham saw an opportunity to create a further avenue of  service for 
active, former or retired Salvation Army bandsmen and other mature players who are 
sympathetic to the Salvation Army ethos and are committed Christians.
 
The Band currently numbers 35 members who strive to achieve high standards of  
musicianship and Christian discipleship through which Salvationists and their friends 
throughout the wider brass band movement can both be reminded of  and learn more 
about the rich and varied heritage of  Salvation Army music.

Sunshine Mountain 

Here is a happy air varié based on the children’s chorus, Climb, climb up Sunshine 

Mountain.

Crown of  Gold

There are early allusions in this suite to 'a robe of  white, a crown of  gold', from which 

the title is derived. The three movements are, i) Crown of  Glory; ii) Crown of  Hope and 

iii) Crown of  Majesty.

       

Armadale 

Armadale is the name of  a picturesque town on the Isle of  Skye, much loved by 

Lilly Skinner, who wrote the tune. Ray Bowes developed this expressive meditation 

thematically rather than with reference to any particular words.

Ask the Saviour to help you

This excerpt is taken from one of  the composer’s major works, the tone poem, The 

Prodigal. Ray uses the chorus of  Yield not to temptation as the desired response to the 

prodigal’s ‘give me’ demands.

Harlesden

Reference has already been made of  Ray Bowes’s faithful long-term Bandmastership of  

the Harlesden Corps in North London. This march was written in 1981 to mark his 30 

years service in that position.


