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LEGACY 
“Something handed down from a predecessor or from the past”. 

Th e Household Troops Band of Th e Salvation Army has its roots deep in Salvation Army history. 
In the band’s early years, an advertisement was issued in Th e War Cry asking for volunteers to 
form a brass band that was ready to do and dare for the Kingdom! Th is request was realised in 
the form of Th e Household Troops Band, conducted by Staff  Captain Harry Appleby. Th e fi rst 
band practice was in the basement of the training home at Clapton, in what became known as 
the ‘Glory Hole’ and during April and May of 1887 the band underwent extensive training and 
fi nally on 1 June they were ready for the road. A whistle blew, and the men fell in for inspection 
in the forecourt of the Clapton Congress Hall. Following the inspection, their helmets were 
removed while a voice was raised in prayer, and then the gates were thrown open. A stentorian 
command, “by your left ” and the bandsmen marched proudly round the corner into Linscott 
Road, amid prancing horses, waving handkerchiefs and cries of “God bless you”, to become 
trailblazers travelling the country. Th is is the legacy of Th e Household Troops Band, and the 
band of 2014 aims to continue in the same manner, and although there are no prancing horses, 
there is 21st century traffi  c to contend with. Anyone who has seen Th e Household Troops 
Band on the march will be aware of the impact they still make as they witness for God and Th e 
Salvation Army.

Th is is the third recording where Bandmaster Carl Saunders has conducted the band, and with 
the music he has selected we hope that, as you listen, there will not only be nostalgic moments, 
and thrilling moments, but also blessed and inspiring moments too.

1. CROWN OF CONQUEST © SP&S Ray Steadman-Allen 3.21
2.  COLNE © SP&S Th omas Rive 2.41
3. SONGS OF THE MORNING © SP&S Eric Ball 8.18
4. THE CHALLENGE © SP&S Eric Ball 5.48
 Trumpet Soloist Daniel Robson
5. IN QUIET PASTURES © SP&S Ray Steadman-Allen 6.32
6. HOME ON THE RANGE © SP&S Erik Leidzén 6.00
 Euphonium Soloist David Taylor
7. TREASURES FROM TCHAIKOVSKY © SP&S Bramwell Coles 10.26
8. A GOD TO GLORIFY M/s Steven Ponsford 5.41
9. HIS FAITHFUL FOLLOWER © SP&S David Edmonds 4.13
10. TEMPLE 125 © SP&S Kevin Larsson 2.47
11. ALL HEAVEN DECLARES M/s Steven Ponsford 4.29
 Cornet Soloists Daniel Robson and Nicholas Brill
12. REJOICE! M/s David Edmonds 2.10
13. MUSIC OF A LEGACY M/s Steven Ponsford 9.03

Total CD Playing Time 71.35

Executive Producer: Trevor Caffull
Producer: Brian Hillson
Engineer: Melissa Dee

Post-Production: Melissa Dee
Production Manager: Nicki Tonge

Project Coordinator: Neil Brownless

Artwork and Design: GK Graphic Design
Programme Notes: Major John Mott, 
Steven Ponsford & David Edmonds 

Recorded by World of Sound at 
the Church of Christ the Cornerstone, 

Milton Keynes on 10 & 11 January 2014

MUSIC OF A LEGACY
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PROGRAMME NOTES

CROWN OF CONQUEST: Bandmaster Arthur Gullidge of Australia was imprisoned 
along with his company of Salvationist musicians during the Second World War. He died 
as a Prisoner of War. Before his Promotion to Glory, he wrote many fi ne marches and 
Lieut-Colonel Ray Steadman-Allen, O.F., wrote this march in 1954 as a tribute to Arthur 
Gullidge. RSA is talented enough to deliberately reproduce the general characteristic idiom of 
the Gullidge distinctive march style. Th e tune included is I’ve found the pearl of greatest price.

COLNE: Th is hymn tune arrangement, published in 1980, is arranged by Dr Tom Rive who 
died at a young age of 58 in 1978. Dr (Bandmaster) Rive was Professor of Music at Auckland 
University in New Zealand. He wrote his fi rst march at the age of 11! Th is is a beautiful 
three-verse setting of the tune.

SONGS OF THE MORNING: Th is suite published in the thirties, comprises three aspects of a 
Christian experience, Song of Welcome, oft en associated with Easter Sunday: Welcome happy 
morning; Song of Prayer: Begin the day with God; and Song of Faith, associated with the old 
song, Hark, hark my soul. It is reported that Eric Ball was a promising euphonium player and 
that he wrote the solo here featured for himself!

THE CHALLENGE: Eric Ball was Promoted to Glory in 1989 but his legacy of great compositions 
remains as up to date today as when they were fi rst written. Th is trumpet solo, played on this disc 
by the Principal Cornet of Th e Household Troops Band, Daniel Robson, was published over 50 
years with piano accompaniment. Bandmaster Bill Overton of Lewisham, and Principal Trumpet 
of the BBC Symphony Orchestra, played this fi rst in 1935 with Eric Ball at the grand organ of 
the Royal Albert Hall. A young man named Norman Bearcroft  of the Southall Corps was asked 
to play this solo at his Corps. When he enquired who would play the piano, he was told “the 
composer”! Now arranged for full band, the music takes the form of a sonata.

Soprano Cornet
Jason Beattie Norwich

Cornets
Daniel Robson Sunderland
Nick Hamlett Morley
Nicholas Brill Cwm
James Ord Leicester
Gavin Brown Sunderland
Nick Parkhouse Croydon
Martin Bennett Nottingham
Craig Finch Croydon
David Edmonds Dunstable
Ryan Coates Croydon

Tenor Horns
Neil Blessett Birmingham
Jolyon Hinchliff e Staines
James Bryant Bristol
Philip Fisher Letchworth

Flugel Horn
Peter Elliott Liverpool

Baritones
Keith Loxley Harpenden
Chris Shanks Bellshill
Craig Hughes Birmingham

Euphoniums
David Taylor Birmingham
Christian Marklew Consett

Trombones
Andrew Newell Bristol
Mark Sharman Birmingham
Jonathan Evans Romford
Paul Graham Croydon

Basses
Martin Blessett Peterborough
Andrew Piper Leicester
Ross Graham Croydon
Andrew Miller Milton Keynes
Robert Wallis Coventry

Percussion
Ashley Durrant Guisborough
Richard Brown Chalk Farm
Callum White Birmingham
Paul Simpson Guisborough

Band Secretary
Jan Johnson Cambridge

Retired Bandmaster
Major John Mott Cambridge

ano Cornet

PERSONNEL
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IN QUIET PASTURES: Published in 1950, this delicate, sensitive and moving number is a 
fi rm favourite with brass bands all over the world, both in the S.A. and out. Written when 
Ray was an Offi  cer-Cadet in the training college and fi rst played by the cadets band of 1948, 
it speaks of a serene trust in God, whatever physical or emotional hazards may come our way. 
Songs include Trust in God; Shepherd hear my prayer; and At peace with God. Th is great music 
stands the test of longevity!

HOME ON THE RANGE: Th is euphonium solo is played 
by David Taylor of Birmingham Citadel. It demonstrates 
David’s outstanding talent, and the listener is oft en 
thrilled by his technique and warmth of expression. 
Erik Leidzén wrote many solos for brass band players 
and we always hear his great skill in arranging, brilliant 
colouring and his testing of the soloist. We understand 
that this solo has only been recorded twice before, once 
by the New York Staff  Band in 1960 and then by Trevor 

Groom and Kettering Citadel Band in the 70s. It is a theme and variation solo, quite short in 
length, on the old American folk song of the same title.

TREASURES FROM TCHAIKOVSKY: Bramwell Coles wrote two selections of the colourful 
music from this great master. Th is one, published in 1951, contains selections from two 
symphonies, a song, and an extract from a suite. Tchaikovsky’s music always involves great 
melodies, brilliant orchestration, colour, and stirring emotional expression. Th e selection 
opens with the fanfare from Symphony No. 4 and continues with a song written for children- 
Legend also called Christ in his Garden. We then move on to the second movement of his 
Nutcracker Suite. Aft er a sudden fi nale, we hear the lovely melody from his Symphony No. 6, the 
Pathetique. We fi nish with the fi nale from the third movement of Symphony No. 6.  Th is music 
demonstrates just what a skilful arranger Bramwell Coles was.

continued to be active ever since, not only conducting tours at home and abroad, but also 
fulfi lling other engagements too. In October 2010, Major John Mott retired as Bandmaster 
and the band’s former Principal Cornet Carl Saunders from Cardiff  Canton Corps was 
appointed Bandmaster.

Th e Household Troops Band of today is diff erent to other Salvation Army bands in three 
key areas. First, members of the band still wear the distinctive white pith helmets, which 
attract so much attention. Th e second diff erence is that the band does not hold regular 
rehearsals. With players in the band drawn from throughout the UK, regular rehearsals are 
not practical. Th e third diff erence is that the band has to operate from a pool of players, 
as it does not have fi rst call on its bandsmen. Quite oft en there can be as many as eight or 
nine changes of personnel from one event to another. It is a tribute to the players whose 
stamina, fl exibility and musical skills mean the band can exist and operate to the high 
standards it does.

Th e Household Troops Band takes its mission to spread the word of God through music 
very seriously and fi ve members of the band have gone on to become full-time offi  cers 
in Th e Salvation Army. Also, one of the features of the band is that they are seen out on 
the streets. Th ey will march to aft ernoon open-air venues and play an outdoor concert to 
the public before their evening concerts. Th e band frequently sees people attend Salvation 
Army concerts for the fi rst time having heard the band in the open-air. Th e band has a 
varied programme of music and a very relaxed approach, aimed at attracting new people 
to Th e Salvation Army. Its programme of events oft en sees it playing to a larger number of 
non-Salvationists than many other Salvation Army bands. Th e Household Troops Band is 
privileged to be invited to take part in the prestigious Lord Mayor’s Show in London each 
year, an event with a live audience of tens of thousands and a TV audience of millions.
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A GOD TO GLORIFY:  Written for the Amsterdam Staff  Band’s 50th anniversary, this music 
features an original fanfare and theme before moving into an expressive central section which 
is based on the tune Southport. Th e words associated with this tune are ‘A charge to keep I 
have, a God to glorify...’ however the words of the second verse are perhaps better known, ‘To 
serve the present age...’ Th e tune is heard twice through, once in a haunting and uncertain 
fashion, and then with a more traditional and confi dent treatment. Following a brief reference 
to the old chorus We’ll keep the old fl ag fl ying, the fanfare fi gure returns along with aspects of 
Southport to bring the piece to a joyful conclusion.

HIS FAITHFUL FOLLOWER: In a collection where the whole idea is a link of something old 
and something new, it’s appropriate that wedding music is a part of that. Th is piece of music 
was written at the request of a friend of the composer, our own David Edmonds, for their 
wedding and the only criteria was to use the tune He Leadeth Me. Not knowing which tune 
they meant, David cleverly combined two well known tunes that fi t to the same set of words.

He leadeth me, he leadeth me,
By his own hand he leadeth me.

His faithful follower I will be,
For by his hand he leadeth me.

TEMPLE 125: Kevin Larsson wrote this march for the 125th anniversary of Bromley Temple, 
which he considers to be his ‘home’ corps. Th e march uses two songs that are closely associated 
with the corps. Th e fi rst is Jesus is all I need by Hans Knutzen, who was a soldier of the corps, 
while the second is He came to give us life from the musical Jesus Folk which was premièred 
using a cast from the corps.   

THE HOUSEHOLD TROOPS BAND

Th e Household Troops Band of Th e Salvation Army was formed in 1887 from a 
group previously known as the Life Guards. An advertisement in the Salvation Army 
newspaper Th e War Cry read: ‘If you’re young, if you’re saved, if you’re physically fi t, if you 
can play a brass instrument … are prepared to leave home and family for six months active 
service for God and the Army … then be at Clapton Congress Hall on 12 March 1887.’ Th e 
Band was formed of 25 brass instrumentalists, each wearing a white pith military helmet 
(the normal military headgear of the day), a red guernsey, blue trousers and gaiters. Th e 
Bandmaster was Staff -Captain Harry Appleby, the tour lasted six months and was followed 
by another tour to Canada in October 1888, which saw the band become the fi rst Salvation 
Army band to cross the Atlantic.

While they were away, a second group of players was inaugurated and on 14 October 1889, 
in the country village of Whitchurch, Hampshire, it is reported that Th e Household Troops 
Band led a march of more than 1,000 Salvationists in a great march for liberty. Th e local 
Salvationists had suff ered persecution and injury in the Whitchurch Riots – as a result of 
this demonstration Th e Salvation Army won a landmark legal case and with it the right to 
play and preach in the open-air.

Th e fi rst Troops Band returned home to Britain in 1891 and later members of both bands 
amalgamated. In 1893, the band was dissolved to make way for a new band, and it was from 
the ashes of Th e Household Troops Band that the International Headquarters Staff  Band 
(now known as Th e International Staff  Band) was formed.

In 1985, Captain John Mott formed a new Household Troops Band with members drawn 
from the A-band at the National School of Music at Cobham Hall. Th is band undertook 
a week-long tour of seaside towns in the south of England. Interest in the band continued 
and in 1996 Major John Mott formed a new band to conduct annual tours. Th e band has 
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ALL HEAVEN DECLARES: Th is expressive cornet duet, 
here featuring Daniel Robson and Nicholas Brill, is based 
on the very simple melody to the song by Noel Richards, 
All heaven declares the glory of the risen Lord.

REJOICE!: Taken from the words which so proudly state 
‘Rejoice,  the Lord is King’, this arrangements starts with 
the tradition of the popular hymn tune and then develops 

into a more up-beat arrangement. Originally written for the Belfast Music School, the music 
demonstrates a party atmosphere which is all focused on the word ‘Rejoice’, because following 
Jesus is fun, so why shouldn’t we rejoice in the knowledge that the Lord is indeed our King?

MUSIC OF A LEGACY:  Steven Ponsford wrote this piece for this recording which 
pays tribute to the vast heritage of Salvation Army brass band music. Written in one 
movement, it is rhapsodic by nature and quotes references from just a few of the 
many iconic pieces from the past, progressing naturally through the diff erent styles 
of music; fi rstly marches, followed by meditations, major works and then solos.   
Th e underpinning theme that binds the work together is the much loved hymn by Timothy 

Dudley-Smith, drawing particular 
attention to the last line of the fi rst 
verse, ‘Lord for the years, we bring 
our thanks today’. Th is is music of 
thanksgiving, to the rich inheritance 
that inspires writers today to 
continue the mission of the gospel 
through this very special and unique 
genre.

BANDMASTER CARL SAUNDERS
Carl Saunders performed his fi rst solo at the age of fi ve at 
Th e Salvation Army in Cardiff , the city in which he was 
born and grew up, and in which he still lives. 

He quickly developed as a soloist in his position of 
principal cornet of the Cardiff  Canton Band. He has 
performed in many parts of the world including the 
USA, Norway, Th e Netherlands, Germany, Sweden and Australia, as well as all over the UK. 

In 1998 Carl appeared with Th e International Staff  Band as a soloist at the Royal Albert Hall. 
Carl was a founder member of Th e Household Troops Band when it was re-formed in 1985, 
playing soprano cornet for that historic tour. Since then he became the Principal Cornet of the 
band and in 2008 was appointed Deputy Bandmaster. 

Carl has recorded many solos with the band and in January 2014 conducted his third recording 
since taking over leadership in October 2010. He also maintains the leadership of his corps 
band at Cardiff  Canton. 

SPS336CD Booklet-Pgs6&7

CYAN     MAGENTA     YELLOW     BLACK

Page 7Page 6


