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CELEBRATE THE SEASON

Is it that time of the year again!? 
That time when the Christmas 
lights go up in every town and city 
centre, advent calendars of both 
the card and chocolate variety 
hit the shelves, coffee shops bring 
out their festive cups as well as 
new ‘Christmassy’ beverages, 
the old films such as Home Alone, 
Miracle on 34th Street and The Polar 
Express have yet another outing 
on our television screens, and of 
course that time of the year when 
television adverts all chase after 
every penny that they can get out 
of you! It all seems to come around 
very quickly and ends in the blink 
of an eye. For all our notable 
seasons and landmark days the 
season of Christmas tops it all. The 
hectic schedule leading right up to 
Christmas Day eventually provides 
opportunity to share with friends 
and family, see children’s eyes light 
up as they are given their gifts and 
experience those days of peaceful 
celebration.

 

All this certainly is key to how we 
perceive and experience Christmas. 
Yet the essence of peaceful 
celebration, love and compassion 
to all is the fundamental reason 
for Christmas and it is why the 
members of The International Staff 
Band Celebrate the Season. Christians 
celebrate Christmas because, as 
the angel said, ‘Today in the town of 
David a Saviour has been born to you; he 
is the Messiah, the Lord.’ (Luke Ch.2 
v11). This message was portrayed 
as ‘good news’ and it certainly is 
for those that have experienced 
and accepted the fact that God 
the creator should love us enough 
to bring His Son into the world, 
to show us that if we live by His 
teaching and accept His Salvation 
it is something far better than the 
greatest light show, blockbuster 
film or finest gift that this world 
can ever give us. The music 
on this recording thus reflects 
Christmas carols that define 
the very essence of Christmas. 
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The recording commences with 
a bright and energetic overture 
from the pen of Kevin Larsson. A 
Christmas Overture introduces us 
to the familiar scalic melody of Joy 
to the World and then takes us on a 
travelogue of Christmas favourites 
including O come, all ye Faithful, The 
First Nowell and Silent Night. The 
work concludes with the majestic 
Felix Mendelssohn melody, to 
which Charles Wesley later married 
the verses Hark! The Herald Angels 
Sing. This overture certainly sets 
out the whole story of Christmas, 
a story which was quickly shared 
by those people gathered around 
the spectacle of the infant Christ, 
who was to change the world 
forever. The Ukrainian Carol of 
the Bells brings that message of 
Christ’s birth to the fore, with its 
haunting melodic four-note ostinato 
certainly capturing the energy and 
excitement of those who wanted 
to tell as many people as possible 
of what they had experienced at 
the stable! This arrangement by 
Australian Salvationist Warren 
Brooks captures the excitement 
and essence of that message. 

The naïvety and purity of the infant 
Christ being cradled in his mother’s 
arms, asleep and contented, brings 
to us a powerful image that in the 
face of a child, God is a God of 
love, peace and comfort.  This is 
beautifully conveyed in the carol 
Silent Night. Originally composed 
in 1818 this carol is still as popular 
today and this setting draws from 
the peaceful and restful nature 
of the original setting.  The very 
presence of this child was a tangible 
and evident sign that God was 
physically present amongst those 
who had come to see him and the 
recognition of the Wise Men and 
Shepherds that this was a child 
that was to redeem the world is 
shared with the next piece entitled 
Christmas Presence. Paul Sharman, 
a member of The International Staff 
Band solo cornet section, focuses on 
that special recognition of Christ’s 
Kingship with this bright selection. 
The work fuses together two main 
carols interwoven with other small 
carol fragments. The first carol, 
Calypso Carol brings the line ‘See him 
lying on a bed of straw…the Prince of 
Glory is his name’, along with the 

educator but, in July 2006, he was awarded 
the Degree of Doctor of Musical Arts in 
instrumental conducting by Salford University. 
 
As Bandmaster of The International 
Staff Band, and also conductor of the 
Hendon Salvation Army Band, Stephen 
consistently maintains the highest standards 
of musicianship and musical ministry, with 
both groups providing outstanding examples 
for the worldwide Salvation Army musical 
fellowship. Recordings, concerts and 
international tours with both ensembles 

continue to receive the highest critical 
acclaim and affirmation.

A member of a family of talented bandmasters 
and soloists, his reputation as a cornet soloist 
was established both at Hendon Corps and 
with The International Staff Band. He and 
his wife, Elaine, are still members of the corps 
at Hendon, together with their youngest son 
Philip, who is himself a renowned cornet 
and trumpet player, currently occupying the 
Principal Trumpet position with the London 
Symphony Orchestra.



acclamation of faith in the second 
carol, Who is he? with the concluding 
statement: ’Tis the Lord, the King of 
Glory! At his feet we humbly fall, Crown 
him, crown him Lord of all!

For many, Christmas can be a 
time of travelling. These journeys 
give opportunity to be with loved 
ones and many go back ‘home’. 
The journey of the Three Kings 
would ultimately lead them to 
finding their own home spiritually 
as they knelt and offered their gifts 
to the infant King. The Shepherds 
too had to go and see the King, 
leading us to realise that we all 
need to seek and find Christ in 
our own lives. Sam Creamer, 
an Australian Salvationist from 
Brisbane, has written an imposing 
march rooted within the minor key 
entitled Distant Travellers. This 
march centres around two carols, 
When wise men came seeking (Normandy 
Carol) and While shepherds watched. 
 
Kevin Larsson is currently the 
Divisional Music Ministries Director 
for the Southern California Division 
and has a real gift for arranging 

melodies in certain genres. Here 
the joy of the Three Kings in 
finding the Saviour is conveyed 
in this free spirited arrangement 
Kings of Swing. The carol We three 
Kings of Orient are is the obvious 
choice for music that has joy and 
abandonment throughout!

The prime importance and 
significance of Jesus’ birth was to 
recognise the gift that God was to 
give to the world. It was a night 
of holy joy – the angels appeared 
and sang their own carols of praise 
acknowledging the infant Jesus.  
O Holy Night is a carol that could 
have been written for the angels 
to sing, with its gentle climbing 
melodic line that rises to the 
climatic conclusion ‘Fall on your knees! 
O hear the angel voices! O night divine, 
when Christ was born!’ This big band 
arrangement by Tom Kubis conveys 
a sense of wonder and awe at the 
significance of Christ’s birth. The 
soloist, Philip Cobb, is presently the 
Principal Trumpet with the London 
Symphony Orchestra. Philip is also 
a committed Salvationist and is 
a member of the Salvation Army 

for Universal Classics and Jazz – 
a project that provided the band 
and The Salvation Army with an 
unprecedented level of publicity as 
a result of working with one of the 
world’s largest recording companies. 
The album was even nominated for 
a Classical Brit Award!

The ISB shares a common goal 
with every musical group within 
The Salvation Army, as it seeks to 
communicate the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ through its music.

STAFF BANDMASTER DR STEPHEN COBB

Dr Stephen Cobb is the 
Director of Music and 
Creative Arts for the 
United Kingdom Territory 
with the Republic of 
Ireland. His role gives him 
overall responsibility for 
all the Salvation Army’s 
music and arts ministries. 
In addition to that significant role 
he has, since 1994, also been the 
Bandmaster of The Salvation 
Army’s premier brass band, The 
International Staff Band. In both 
positions he has followed in the 
footsteps of some of The Salvation 
Army’s most famous musicians! 
 
Stephen’s leadership of The 
International Staff Band has seen it 
journey through an exciting period 

of innovation that has 
seen the band’s profile in 
the wider brass banding 
world significantly raised. 
His innovative leadership 
has also brought about 
renewed energy and 
enthusiasm for the 
Salvation Army’s rich 

musical tradition, particularly with 
young Salvationists. Notably, his 
ongoing work with the Territorial 
Youth Band and Youth Choir 
continues to influence the spiritual 
and musical development of 
some of the movement’s finest 
young musicians in the territory 
who attend the annual courses. 
 
Stephen’s professional background 
and qualifications were as a music 

Band at Hendon, North London. 
His reputation as one of the 
world’s leading trumpet players of 
astounding versatility is shown on 
this recording.

From a carol composed in the 
19th century we turn to Gaudete! 
(Rejoice!), a mini-overture of carols 
composed in the 16th century. In 
giving us the gift of Christ, our 
Heavenly Father wants us to offer 
our gifts back to him. The first verse 
of Gaudete states ‘The time for grace has 
come – what we have wished for, songs 
of joy let us give back faithfully.’ This 
tour-de-force by Kevin Norbury, an 
English composer who now resides 
in Toronto, Canada develops 
melodic fragments from three 
medieval carols and then presents 
them in full; Coventry Carol, Gaudete 
and Unto us a boy is born (Puer nobis) 
in a ‘Riverdance’ style. References 
to Peter Warlock’s Capriol Suite 
are intended as an affectionate 
recognition of the composer’s own 
compositional journey.

The word ‘carol’ actually means 
‘dance or song of praise and joy’ 

and although many Christmas 
carols convey that description to 
the full some are more reflective in 
their interpretation of the Christmas 
story. In the Gospel of Luke we 
read the Angel Gabriel’s words to 
Mary; ‘Behold, you will conceive and 
give birth to a Son, and you shall give 
Him the name Jesus.’ (Ch.1 v31.) The 
Virgin Mary’s submission to the will 
of God must have instilled thoughts 
of fear into the unknown. The 
plaintive minor melody of Mary 
Walked Amid the Thorn is believed 
to have its origin in the first period 
of the creation of German religious 
folk songs during the Middle Ages. 
The music certainly conveys a 
sense of longing to know God’s 
plan for the mother of Christ. The 
arrangement, by a young German 
Salvationist Ruben Schmidt, is 
beautifully portrayed by the ISB’s 
Principal Cornet Staff Bandsman 
Carl Nielsen.

The Salvation Army has a rich 
heritage of Christmas arrangements 
for brass bands but there are 
very few marches that have been 
published within the movement 

The first reference to a ‘Staff Band’ 
recorded in Salvation Army history 
dates back to 1880. However, it 
was on 7 October 1891 that an 
‘International Headquarters Staff 
Band’ was officially brought into 
being. The present-day International 
Staff Band therefore acknowledges 
this date as its formal inauguration. 
In those early days the band was 
entirely made up of officers and 
employees of The Salvation Army 
and attendance at the band’s 
rehearsals and engagements took 
precedence over work!

The modern-day ISB is drawn 
from a wide geographical radius 
and the members are engaged in 
a variety of professions, with only 
a few now being employed by 
The Salvation Army. All of them 
are active members of their local 
Salvation Army corps, with many 
holding leadership positions. They 
serve with the ISB because  they, 
in common with their early day 
counterparts, believe that God uses 

the band’s ministry as a means 
of spreading the message of the 
Christian Gospel.

The band meets at The Salvation 
Army’s Territorial Headquarters 
in London every Wednesday 
evening for rehearsal and makes 
monthly visits to Salvation Army 
centres around the Territory, 
where it presents concerts, open-
air ministry, and leads worship. 
It is regularly featured at major 
Salvation Army events such as 
Congresses and has also taken part 
in many significant events linked to 
the wider brass banding movement, 
building bridges and strengthening 
links between these two significant 
strands of brass band music-making. 
It also undertakes visits to other 
Salvation Army territories, taking 
with it its very special brand of 
Salvation Army music ministry.

The band records regularly for the 
SP&S label and also recorded a 
commercial album called Together 

THE INTERNATIONAL STAFF BAND 
OF THE SALVATION ARMY



in connection with the season. 
Erik Leidzén’s Christmas Joy and 
Richard Holz’s The Carollers are two 
excellent templates and Celebrate 
the Season! is an attempt to offer 
another alternative to the seasonal 
march genre featuring, amongst 
many implied Christmas melodies, 
Deck the Hall and Jingle Bells.

Star of Wonder and Sweet 
Little Jesus Boy bring two more 
arrangements from the pen of Paul 
Sharman. Paul has now become 
an established brass composer 
within Salvation Army circles. His 
present position as the Assistant 
Director of Music and Creative 
Arts specialising in brass and 
choral only continues to emphasise 
his musical influence within the 
movement today. In the first of the 
two pieces the composer employs 
as his thematic material The First 
Nowell briefly accompanied by 
references to We three Kings. The 
First Nowell is a traditional English 
Carol; it was originally published 
in its current form in 1823. The 
melody is unusual amongst English 
folk melodies as it consists of one 

musical phrase repeated twice, 
followed by a refrain which is a 
variation on that phrase. Paul 
develops the harmonic and 
rhythmic pattern of the carol 
bringing aspects of joy, excitement 
and strength which aligns itself to 
the text ‘Then let us all with one accord 
Sing praises to our Heavenly Lord’. The 
second arrangement is a ‘Latino 
style’ interpretation of Sweet Little 
Jesus Boy. The original composer 
of the song, Robert MacGimsey 
(1898-1979), was an American. 
He was a great enthusiast and 
scholar of African American folk 
spirituals and this song certainly 
has all the hallmarks of this folk 
song hymnody. Staff Bandsman 
Richard Woodrow captures the 
style and mood of the music in this 
free spirited performance.

The impact of the Christmas 
story is one that has lasted over 
two thousand years, despite the 
theories and doubters. The central 
core of the birth of Christ, and 
his impact on the future lives of 
countless millions has continued to 
shape and affect the world we live 

in. For Christians this is a sure sign 
of the everlasting in a world that 
is only temporary, a sign that only 
Christ himself offers redemption 
from our sins and eternal life. In 
the meditation Everlasting Light, 
Captain Martin Cordner beautifully 
portrays Christ’s promise to us as 
we pray to the Incarnate ‘O come to 
us, abide with us, Our Lord Immanuel’.

We conclude with On Christmas 
Night which fuses two carols both of 
which employ the same text, It came 
upon the midnight clear, That glorious song 
of old. Here the composer enjoys the 
opportunity of exploring the simple 
and compound time of both tunes 
with different underlying rhythms.
The central slower movement is a 
reflective setting of the carol written 

by American composer Richard 
S. Willis (1819-1900). Willis, who 
studied music in Germany, was a 
good friend of the composer Felix 
Mendelssohn. This carol has a 
charm that has made it popular, 
especially in the United States, since 
its publication in 1850. The thrilling 
finale concludes with the powerful 
statement: ‘We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell; O come to us, 
abide with us, Our Lord Immanuel.’

Yes it is that time of year again, and 
for the members of The International 
Staff Band it is the prayer that for 
all those that listen and enjoy this 
recording that they will accept the 
true message of Christmas into their 
hearts and minds – now that’s the 
real reason to Celebrate the Season! 
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Band at Hendon, North London. 
His reputation as one of the 
world’s leading trumpet players of 
astounding versatility is shown on 
this recording.

From a carol composed in the 
19th century we turn to Gaudete! 
(Rejoice!), a mini-overture of carols 
composed in the 16th century. In 
giving us the gift of Christ, our 
Heavenly Father wants us to offer 
our gifts back to him. The first verse 
of Gaudete states ‘The time for grace has 
come – what we have wished for, songs 
of joy let us give back faithfully.’ This 
tour-de-force by Kevin Norbury, an 
English composer who now resides 
in Toronto, Canada develops 
melodic fragments from three 
medieval carols and then presents 
them in full; Coventry Carol, Gaudete 
and Unto us a boy is born (Puer nobis) 
in a ‘Riverdance’ style. References 
to Peter Warlock’s Capriol Suite 
are intended as an affectionate 
recognition of the composer’s own 
compositional journey.

The word ‘carol’ actually means 
‘dance or song of praise and joy’ 

and although many Christmas 
carols convey that description to 
the full some are more reflective in 
their interpretation of the Christmas 
story. In the Gospel of Luke we 
read the Angel Gabriel’s words to 
Mary; ‘Behold, you will conceive and 
give birth to a Son, and you shall give 
Him the name Jesus.’ (Ch.1 v31.) The 
Virgin Mary’s submission to the will 
of God must have instilled thoughts 
of fear into the unknown. The 
plaintive minor melody of Mary 
Walked Amid the Thorn is believed 
to have its origin in the first period 
of the creation of German religious 
folk songs during the Middle Ages. 
The music certainly conveys a 
sense of longing to know God’s 
plan for the mother of Christ. The 
arrangement, by a young German 
Salvationist Ruben Schmidt, is 
beautifully portrayed by the ISB’s 
Principal Cornet Staff Bandsman 
Carl Nielsen.

The Salvation Army has a rich 
heritage of Christmas arrangements 
for brass bands but there are 
very few marches that have been 
published within the movement 

The first reference to a ‘Staff Band’ 
recorded in Salvation Army history 
dates back to 1880. However, it 
was on 7 October 1891 that an 
‘International Headquarters Staff 
Band’ was officially brought into 
being. The present-day International 
Staff Band therefore acknowledges 
this date as its formal inauguration. 
In those early days the band was 
entirely made up of officers and 
employees of The Salvation Army 
and attendance at the band’s 
rehearsals and engagements took 
precedence over work!

The modern-day ISB is drawn 
from a wide geographical radius 
and the members are engaged in 
a variety of professions, with only 
a few now being employed by 
The Salvation Army. All of them 
are active members of their local 
Salvation Army corps, with many 
holding leadership positions. They 
serve with the ISB because  they, 
in common with their early day 
counterparts, believe that God uses 

the band’s ministry as a means 
of spreading the message of the 
Christian Gospel.

The band meets at The Salvation 
Army’s Territorial Headquarters 
in London every Wednesday 
evening for rehearsal and makes 
monthly visits to Salvation Army 
centres around the Territory, 
where it presents concerts, open-
air ministry, and leads worship. 
It is regularly featured at major 
Salvation Army events such as 
Congresses and has also taken part 
in many significant events linked to 
the wider brass banding movement, 
building bridges and strengthening 
links between these two significant 
strands of brass band music-making. 
It also undertakes visits to other 
Salvation Army territories, taking 
with it its very special brand of 
Salvation Army music ministry.

The band records regularly for the 
SP&S label and also recorded a 
commercial album called Together 
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acclamation of faith in the second 
carol, Who is he? with the concluding 
statement: ’Tis the Lord, the King of 
Glory! At his feet we humbly fall, Crown 
him, crown him Lord of all!

For many, Christmas can be a 
time of travelling. These journeys 
give opportunity to be with loved 
ones and many go back ‘home’. 
The journey of the Three Kings 
would ultimately lead them to 
finding their own home spiritually 
as they knelt and offered their gifts 
to the infant King. The Shepherds 
too had to go and see the King, 
leading us to realise that we all 
need to seek and find Christ in 
our own lives. Sam Creamer, 
an Australian Salvationist from 
Brisbane, has written an imposing 
march rooted within the minor key 
entitled Distant Travellers. This 
march centres around two carols, 
When wise men came seeking (Normandy 
Carol) and While shepherds watched. 
 
Kevin Larsson is currently the 
Divisional Music Ministries Director 
for the Southern California Division 
and has a real gift for arranging 

melodies in certain genres. Here 
the joy of the Three Kings in 
finding the Saviour is conveyed 
in this free spirited arrangement 
Kings of Swing. The carol We three 
Kings of Orient are is the obvious 
choice for music that has joy and 
abandonment throughout!

The prime importance and 
significance of Jesus’ birth was to 
recognise the gift that God was to 
give to the world. It was a night 
of holy joy – the angels appeared 
and sang their own carols of praise 
acknowledging the infant Jesus.  
O Holy Night is a carol that could 
have been written for the angels 
to sing, with its gentle climbing 
melodic line that rises to the 
climatic conclusion ‘Fall on your knees! 
O hear the angel voices! O night divine, 
when Christ was born!’ This big band 
arrangement by Tom Kubis conveys 
a sense of wonder and awe at the 
significance of Christ’s birth. The 
soloist, Philip Cobb, is presently the 
Principal Trumpet with the London 
Symphony Orchestra. Philip is also 
a committed Salvationist and is 
a member of the Salvation Army 

for Universal Classics and Jazz – 
a project that provided the band 
and The Salvation Army with an 
unprecedented level of publicity as 
a result of working with one of the 
world’s largest recording companies. 
The album was even nominated for 
a Classical Brit Award!

The ISB shares a common goal 
with every musical group within 
The Salvation Army, as it seeks to 
communicate the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ through its music.

STAFF BANDMASTER DR STEPHEN COBB

Dr Stephen Cobb is the 
Director of Music and 
Creative Arts for the 
United Kingdom Territory 
with the Republic of 
Ireland. His role gives him 
overall responsibility for 
all the Salvation Army’s 
music and arts ministries. 
In addition to that significant role 
he has, since 1994, also been the 
Bandmaster of The Salvation 
Army’s premier brass band, The 
International Staff Band. In both 
positions he has followed in the 
footsteps of some of The Salvation 
Army’s most famous musicians! 
 
Stephen’s leadership of The 
International Staff Band has seen it 
journey through an exciting period 

of innovation that has 
seen the band’s profile in 
the wider brass banding 
world significantly raised. 
His innovative leadership 
has also brought about 
renewed energy and 
enthusiasm for the 
Salvation Army’s rich 

musical tradition, particularly with 
young Salvationists. Notably, his 
ongoing work with the Territorial 
Youth Band and Youth Choir 
continues to influence the spiritual 
and musical development of 
some of the movement’s finest 
young musicians in the territory 
who attend the annual courses. 
 
Stephen’s professional background 
and qualifications were as a music 
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from the pen of Kevin Larsson. A 
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work concludes with the majestic 
Felix Mendelssohn melody, to 
which Charles Wesley later married 
the verses Hark! The Herald Angels 
Sing. This overture certainly sets 
out the whole story of Christmas, 
a story which was quickly shared 
by those people gathered around 
the spectacle of the infant Christ, 
who was to change the world 
forever. The Ukrainian Carol of 
the Bells brings that message of 
Christ’s birth to the fore, with its 
haunting melodic four-note ostinato 
certainly capturing the energy and 
excitement of those who wanted 
to tell as many people as possible 
of what they had experienced at 
the stable! This arrangement by 
Australian Salvationist Warren 
Brooks captures the excitement 
and essence of that message. 

The naïvety and purity of the infant 
Christ being cradled in his mother’s 
arms, asleep and contented, brings 
to us a powerful image that in the 
face of a child, God is a God of 
love, peace and comfort.  This is 
beautifully conveyed in the carol 
Silent Night. Originally composed 
in 1818 this carol is still as popular 
today and this setting draws from 
the peaceful and restful nature 
of the original setting.  The very 
presence of this child was a tangible 
and evident sign that God was 
physically present amongst those 
who had come to see him and the 
recognition of the Wise Men and 
Shepherds that this was a child 
that was to redeem the world is 
shared with the next piece entitled 
Christmas Presence. Paul Sharman, 
a member of The International Staff 
Band solo cornet section, focuses on 
that special recognition of Christ’s 
Kingship with this bright selection. 
The work fuses together two main 
carols interwoven with other small 
carol fragments. The first carol, 
Calypso Carol brings the line ‘See him 
lying on a bed of straw…the Prince of 
Glory is his name’, along with the 

educator but, in July 2006, he was awarded 
the Degree of Doctor of Musical Arts in 
instrumental conducting by Salford University. 
 
As Bandmaster of The International 
Staff Band, and also conductor of the 
Hendon Salvation Army Band, Stephen 
consistently maintains the highest standards 
of musicianship and musical ministry, with 
both groups providing outstanding examples 
for the worldwide Salvation Army musical 
fellowship. Recordings, concerts and 
international tours with both ensembles 

continue to receive the highest critical 
acclaim and affirmation.

A member of a family of talented bandmasters 
and soloists, his reputation as a cornet soloist 
was established both at Hendon Corps and 
with The International Staff Band. He and 
his wife, Elaine, are still members of the corps 
at Hendon, together with their youngest son 
Philip, who is himself a renowned cornet 
and trumpet player, currently occupying the 
Principal Trumpet position with the London 
Symphony Orchestra.

CELEBRATE THE SEASON

Is it that time of the year again!? 
That time when the Christmas 
lights go up in every town and city 
centre, advent calendars of both 
the card and chocolate variety 
hit the shelves, coffee shops bring 
out their festive cups as well as 
new ‘Christmassy’ beverages, 
the old films such as Home Alone, 
Miracle on 34th Street and The Polar 
Express have yet another outing 
on our television screens, and of 
course that time of the year when 
television adverts all chase after 
every penny that they can get out 
of you! It all seems to come around 
very quickly and ends in the blink 
of an eye. For all our notable 
seasons and landmark days the 
season of Christmas tops it all. The 
hectic schedule leading right up to 
Christmas Day eventually provides 
opportunity to share with friends 
and family, see children’s eyes light 
up as they are given their gifts and 
experience those days of peaceful 
celebration.

 

All this certainly is key to how we 
perceive and experience Christmas. 
Yet the essence of peaceful 
celebration, love and compassion 
to all is the fundamental reason 
for Christmas and it is why the 
members of The International Staff 
Band Celebrate the Season. Christians 
celebrate Christmas because, as 
the angel said, ‘Today in the town of 
David a Saviour has been born to you; he 
is the Messiah, the Lord.’ (Luke Ch.2 
v11). This message was portrayed 
as ‘good news’ and it certainly is 
for those that have experienced 
and accepted the fact that God 
the creator should love us enough 
to bring His Son into the world, 
to show us that if we live by His 
teaching and accept His Salvation 
it is something far better than the 
greatest light show, blockbuster 
film or finest gift that this world 
can ever give us. The music 
on this recording thus reflects 
Christmas carols that define 
the very essence of Christmas. 
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1. A Christmas Overture Kevin Larsson
2. Carol of the Bells Traditional arr. Warren Brooks
3. Silent Night  arr. Paul Sharman
4. Christmas Presence Paul Sharman
5. Distant Travellers Sam Creamer
6. Kings of Swing Kevin Larsson
7. O Holy Night Adam arr. Tom Kubis trs. Dave Collins
 Trumpet/Flugel Horn Soloist Philip Cobb 
8. Gaudete! Kevin Norbury
9. Mary Walked Amid the Thorn Traditional arr. Ruben Schmidt
 Cornet Soloist Carl Nielsen  
10. Celebrate the Season! Andrew Blyth
11. Star of Wonder Paul Sharman
12. Sweet Little Jesus Boy arr. Paul Sharman
 Flugel Horn Soloist Richard Woodrow
13. Everlasting Light Martin Cordner
14. On Christmas Night Paul Sharman
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