LARSSON
IN BRASS

1. Abundance. Basing a festival march on the song
How much more, from the musical Hosea, might
seem improbable, but in this opening track the
young Canadian composer Marcus Venables does
it brilliantly.
NOTES BY
GENER AL JO HN LARSSO N ( RE T. )

‘Larsson’ and ‘Brass’ are two words not usually associated with each
other, for virtually all of my output has been vocal. But as melodies have
flowed from my pen over the years, I have been grateful to gifted brass
composers who have taken hold of these tunes and have based band
arrangements on them.
There are many such arrangements in the Army’s brass repertoire, and this CD
distils this abundance into just 16 tracks of classic and new items, written by
premier league composers of Salvation Army brass music.
I am indebted to Stephen Cobb for the concept of this CD and to the arrangers
for their part. It is gratifying to see a younger generation of composers
continuing to find creative inspiration in these melodies. I also thank the ISB for
its impeccable and inspirational playing.
Most of my music was written to match lyrics. General John Gowans and I
wrote more than 200 songs together when creating our ten musicals, but the
disc also covers the wider range of my music. In the notes that follow, all the
lyrics are by John Gowans except where otherwise indicated.

If human hearts are often tender,
And human minds can pity know,
If human love is touched with splendour,
And human hands compassion show.
Then how much more shall God our Father
In love forgive, in love forgive!
Then how much more shall God our Father
Our wants supply, and none deny.

2. Take-over Bid. Our first musical, Take-over Bid,
was written for Youth Year 1968, and tells how
the young people of a corps (church) take over its
leadership. In his classic overture, Ray SteadmanAllen set the pattern for all the brass arrangements
of my music that have followed. The overture opens
with a fragment from the song If it’s in – it’s in! and
then leads into the theme song of the musical.
If it’s in – it’s in! If it’s out – it’s out!
What isn’t up to standard we will do without.
•

We want a take-over bid! A mammoth take-over bid!
We’ve been content for too long,
Just jogging along each day.
We’ll make a take-over bid!
It’s really time that we did!
Youth will, if given a chance, a mighty advance display.

We must be prepared to leave the trodden way,
Youth must lead the Army in this modern day;
This is the only thing that can be sure to bring,
[The revolution of which we sing!]
•

There are hundreds of sparrows, thousands, millions,
They’re two a penny, far too many there must be;
There are hundreds and thousands, millions of sparrows,
But God knows every one and God knows me!
•

Must there be always suffering, always pain?
Must hatred always rule, love never reign?
Must there be discord and dissent?
Must there be tears and discontent?
I dream of a day, not far, far away,
When in the world of men the love of God shall be seen.
All tears shall be dried, all need satisfied,
Where men are warring now the peace of God intervene.
This dream comes true wherever Christ is crowned,
His coming stills the storm of strife.
Wherever Jesus reigns there joy is found,
And hope and peace and love and life.
I dream of a day, not far, far away,
When in the world of men the love of God shall be seen.
•

My life was so empty, so selfish and sad,
Bitter and bad, selfish and sad;
No sunshine to scatter the gloom could be had –
When it happened, it happened to me!
I’d never have thought it could happen to me!
But gone are my fears and from fretting I’m free!
I came in despair to my Saviour in prayer,
Then it happened, it happened to me!

•

Someone cares, someone cares,
Someone knows your deepest need, your burden shares;
Someone cares, someone cares,
God himself will hear the whisper of your prayers.

3. A special moment. In this exquisite arrangement,
Steven Ponsford reflects on the song God’s moment
which I wrote with my mother, Flora Larsson. There
are hints of the verse, but it is on the chorus that he
tenderly lingers.

•

All that you need is a miracle,
And all that you need can be yours.
•

We have a gospel that matches the hour!
We have discovered the true source of power!
Man is a weakling, but he can be strong,
Choosing the right and refusing the wrong.
Man has no meaning, no purpose, no soul,
Till he discovers that God is his goal;
This is the gospel that claims all our powers!
This is good news for this age of ours!

This is God’s moment, before you Christ pleads,
His blood shed on Calv’ry for you intercedes;
His grace is sufficient to meet all your needs,
For this is God’s moment for you.
This is God’s moment, God’s moment for you;
A moment so solemn, yet joyous and new,
Forgiven is all sinning, real life is beginning,
For this is God’s moment for you.
(Flora Larsson)

•

For thine is the Kingdom, and thine is the power,
And thine is the glory for ever and ever!

4. Music-maker. In this popular number Peter
Graham brings together four of my melodies. They
are linked not by a common theme, but by the shared
authorship of the tunes – hence the title. Triumphant
Jesus and Joy, joy, joy! were written for cadets’ Royal
Albert Hall commissioning pageants when I was the
training principal. Sing and make music is part of a
series of Scripture choruses I wrote when serving in
Chile in the 1980s. Knowing my failings comes from
the musical Jesus Folk.
Triumphant Jesus! In glory reigning,
Enthroned in majesty, crowned with light,
We bow before you in love acclaiming
Your rightful Kingship, your power, your might.
Triumphant Jesus! O risen Saviour,
Your name we magnify, praise we sing;
We bring our homage, O great Redeemer,
Triumphant Jesus! Our Lord, our King!
(Flora Larsson)
•

Sing and make music in your hearts to the Lord,
Give thanks to God for everything.
Sing and make music in your hearts to the Lord,
Give thanks for everything.
Give thanks every day for everything
In the name of Jesus Christ.
Give thanks every day for everything
In the name of Jesus Christ.
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Sing and make music in your hearts to the Lord,
Give thanks to God for everything.
Sing and make music in your hearts to the Lord,
Give thanks for everything.
(Ephesians 5:19-20)

•

Knowing my failings, knowing my fears,
Seeing my sorrow, drying my tears,
Jesus recall me, me re-ordain,
You know I love you, use me again;
You know I love you, use me again.
(From Jesus Folk!)
•

Joy, joy, there is joy in The Salvation Army,
Joy, joy, joy! in the Army of the Lord.
Joy, joy, there is joy in The Salvation Army,
Joy, joy, joy! in the Army of the Lord.
Sing to God, sing to God,
With loud joyful songs of praise,
Beat the drums, beat the drums,
While salvation music plays.
Play the music, play, sing the happy song,
Loud hosannas shout with the happy throng,
To the happy land we’ll march along,
And be joyful all the way.
(William Pearson)

5. Hosea. In this selection of melodies from Hosea, our
second musical, Bruce Broughton brings to bear all of
his professional expertise as a composer of Hollywood
film music. The Biblical story is enacted against the
backdrop of a modern day Salvation Army youth club.
An early number reveals the tension that exists between
the North-Enders gang and the Salvationist young
people. The North-Enders sing mockingly, and after a
moment the Salvationists with mistaken sincerity sing
the same words back at them in a counter-melody:
You’ve got to conform to belong!
We’ve all got to sing the same song!
From this regulation there’s no deviation,
It’s plain that we’re right and you’re wrong!
You’ve got to conform to be in!
And not to conform is a sin!
Traditions have got to be strong,
You’ve got to conform to belong;
You’ve got to conform – or else,
Got to conform – or else,
Got to conform – or get out!

The selection continues with two other songs from
the musical:
Down the street comes the band of The Salvation Army,
With trumpets, tabrettes and trombones,
And they stay and they pray and they beat out their message
In quite unmistakable tones;
And it kind of takes hold of a man,
In a kind of a way nowt else can,
And you’re glued to the spot if you like it or not,
‘Cause you feel you’re a new kind of man!

•

I came to him, and that was all,
I didn’t cry, I didn’t call;
I simply stammered out my prayer –
And God was there,
And God himself was there.
I never dreamt such joy could be,
I came to him, he came to me;
I simply stammered out my prayer –
And God was there,
And God himself was there.

In a mini-musical set in Biblical times, the youth club
members portray the story of the prophet Hosea. The
people of Israel reject his message:

The people jeer:
Ha for your message, ha for you!
Ha for your message, it’s not true.
Ha for your message, ha for you!
Tra-la-la, tra-la-la, ha, ha, ha!
Ha, ha, ha, ha, ha, ha, ha!

Hosea pleads with them - ‘I will heal your
unfaithfulness, says the Lord!’

•

There are only people, only people,
And our superficial judgments are all wrong;
There are only people, only people,
So why call them rich and poor or weak and strong.
No matter what we call them in this label game,
Underneath the surface folk are much the same.
They all need hope and faith these people passing by,
They all need love, they all need God.

Don’t assume that God’s dismissed you from his mind,
Don’t assume that God’s forgotten to be kind;
For no matter what you do, his love still follows you,
Don’t think that you have left him far behind.

No matter what we call them in this label game,
Underneath the surface folk are much the same.
They all need hope and faith these people passing by,
They all need love, they all need God.

For his love remains the same,
He knows you by your name,
Don’t think because you’ve failed him he despairs;
For he gives to those who ask, his grace for every task,
God plans for you in love for he still cares.

To a God like this we come with gladness,
From a God like this, why should we hide?

•

Let’s eat and drink and dance and be merry
For tomorrow we die.
Let’s eat and drink and dance and be merry
For tomorrow we die.
Come and eat – come and drink – come and dance –
And be merry.
Come and eat – come and drink – come and dance –
And be merry.
Let’s eat and drink and dance and be merry
For tomorrow we die.
Let’s eat and drink and dance and be merry
For tomorrow we die.

God speaks through Hosea:
My people laugh and dance and play,
They build me altars every day,
They sacrifice, but this I see,
My people’s hearts are far from me,
My people’s hearts are far from me.

The selection continues with three further songs from the main
body of the musical:
I nearly forgot to say thank you
For flowers and thrushes and things,
For daisies that dapple the meadow
And patterns on butterfly wings;
For stars that shine, for winds that blow,
The sun that melts the ice and snow;
I nearly forgot to say thank you
For rainbows that follow the rain,
But really I want to say thank you
Again and again and again!

6. Wonders begin when the Lord comes in!
Trombones are to the fore as we return to the musical
Take-over Bid for this sparkling number.
Wonders begin when the Lord comes in!
Lord, we are waiting for thee,
Waiting thy glory to see,
Boldly pleading for thy leading.
Lord, we are waiting for thee,
Waiting thy glory to see,
All we’re needing comes from thee.
Lord, we are waiting for thee,
Lord, we are waiting for thee,
Wonders begin when the Lord comes in!
Lord, we are waiting for thee!
Wonders begin when the Lord comes in!

7. Fill the world with glory! The song God’s soldier
marches as to war, with words by Harry Read, was
written for a cadets’ commissioning pageant in 1962,
and subsequently became my first published songster
item. I am grateful to our son Kevin for helping to keep
my music alive through the series of brass arrangements
he has written based on my melodies. This item is the
first of several of his included on this CD.

8. Selection from ‘Spirit!’ The musical Spirit! tells
of the coming of the Holy Spirit to the Early Church,
and is the musical of ours that has made the greatest
impact. It continues to be presented not only
within the Army but also by other churches. In yet
another classic arrangement, Ray Steadman-Allen,
highlights some of the key songs.

God’s soldier marches as to war,
A soldier on an alien shore,
A soldier true, a soldier who
Will keep the highest aims in view.
God’s soldier goes where sin is found;
Where evil reigns, his battleground;
A cunning foe to overthrow
And strike for truth a telling blow.

•

We’re going to fill, fill, fill the world with glory;
We’re going to smile, smile, smile and not frown;
We’re going to sing, sing, sing the gospel story;
We’re going to turn the world upside down.
(Harry Read)

For Jesus’ sake, for Jesus’ sake…
Ask! Ask! Ask! and it shall be given;
Seek! Seek! Seek! and you’re sure to find;
Knock! Knock! Knock! and the door will open,
For God! God! God! is so good and kind! O yes, so
Ask! Ask! Ask! and it shall be given;
Seek! Seek! Seek! and you’re sure to find;
Knock! Knock! Knock! and the door will open,
For God! God! God! is so good and kind!
•

Ambitions clamour to control my mind,
And pleasing prospects I see,
But first and foremost in my heart I find
A nobler purpose for me:
To be like Jesus! This hope possesses me,
In every thought and deed,
This is my aim, my creed;
To be like Jesus! This hope possesses me,
His Spirit helping me,
Like him I’ll be.

•

For Jesus’ sake, for Jesus’ sake ...
•

Burning, burning, brightly burning,
Brightly burning Fire divine,
Satisfy my spirit’s yearning,
Fill this empty soul of mine.
Burning, burning, always burning,
Holy Spirit, stay with me;
To your will my will is turning,
What you will I want to be.
•

What does the Spirit say to the churches?
What does the Spirit say to you?
If you have ears then hear from the Spirit,
Do what the Spirit tells you to!
You love me less than you used to love me,
I know your strengths and your weakness too;
Love me again as you used to love me,
Do once again as you used to do.
What does the Spirit say? What does the Spirit say?
What does the Spirit say? What does the Spirit say?
What does the Spirit of God say – to you?

9. That’s the Spirit! We stay with the musical Spirit!
as Derick Kane delights with this euphonium solo of
his own composition.
Who is it tells me what to do and helps me to obey?
Who is it plans the route for me
And will not let me stray?
Who is it tells me when to speak
And what I ought to say?
That’s the Spirit! Holy Spirit!
That’s the Spirit of the Lord in me!
That’s the Spirit! Holy Spirit!
That’s the Spirit of the Lord in me!

10. The Kingdom is theirs. Australian Sam
Creamer opens and ends this scintillating
arrangement with a reference to For thine is the
Kingdom from Take-over Bid. The heart of the item is
based on the Caribbean-style children’s song from
the musical Glory! in which the chorus ends with the
key line ‘That the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs’.
You don’t have to be clever, though it may well help,
You don’t have to be handsome,
Praise God! (praise God!)
You don’t have to be wealthy, or for that matter healthy,
If your heart’s all right you’ll do, you’ll do,
If your heart’s all right you’ll do!
In the service of Jesus there’s a place for all,
If we’re towering giants or just kinda small,
If you’ve been up to college or you don’t know much,
If you’re childlike you’re welcome for the book says of such
That the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs!

11. It’s New. This march is my one and only published
brass item. When I was the General in office and we
travelled the world, enterprising bandmasters would
scour their journals for something of mine to play.
As a consequence we were greeted with this march
wherever we went! In the march I feature a song from
the musical Hosea and a singing company song I
wrote with the then Cadet Ann Green:
You can’t stop God from loving you,
Though you may disobey him;
You can’t stop God from loving you,
However you betray him;
From love like this no power on earth
The human heart can sever,
You can’t stop God from loving you,
Not God – not now, not ever.
(From Hosea)
•

It’s new, it’s new,
It’s new with the dawn of day;
It’s new, it’s wonderfully new,
It’s new with the sun’s last ray.
‘Twas there when the world was made,
‘Twas there when sin’s price was paid;
It’s new, it’s wonderfully new,
God’s love is new each day.
(Ann Green)

12. Spirit Breeze. Stephen Cobb persuaded me to
emerge from a 25-year retirement as a composer to
write a new theme for this CD. I therefore created
a ‘theme without words’. Based on that, Kevin
has written what I can only describe as a masterly
arrangement. Meanwhile, I asked Keith Banks to
write lyrics for the melody, and his sensitive words not
only capture the wistfulness of the melody but have
also given it its title.
Spirit breeze, set me free from things
That burden my heart,
And help me soar to a place of perfect rest;
Cradle me, bear me gently to a haven of peace,
To a place where inner tensions will find release.
Gentle breeze, blow away the doubts
That darken my way,
Renew in me a desire to hope and pray;
Spirit breeze, flow,
Heaven wind, blow,
Do something new in me.

13-15. Here they come. For this captivating item,
Robert Redhead draws his inspiration from Glory!,
the musical that portrays the opening of the Army’s
work in Folkestone.
There’ll be marching, marching, marching,
When the Army comes to town,
There’ll be banners, there’ll be bonnets,
There’ll be drums,
And they’ll dig out all the sinners from the slums.
There’ll be singing, singing, singing,
When the Army comes to town,
And they’re going to turn the world upside down,
When The Salvation Army comes to town.
There’ll be preaching, there’ll be prancing,
They’ll get on their knees and pray,
There’ll be music, there’ll be dancing,
And the tambourines will play.
You just watch, you’ll find the drunks will give up drinking,
And of course we’ll give up swearing right away,
We may even have to change our way of thinking,
When the Army gets here to stay!
There’ll be marching, marching, marching,
When the Army comes to town,
And they’re going to turn the word upside down,
When The Salvation Army comes to town!
•

Cleanliness is next to godliness, soap and water is divine,
It’s not enough to talk of holiness,
Your furniture has got to shine!
No use in going on about your washed-white soul
If you dare not hang your washing on the line!
Cleanliness is next to godliness, soap and water is divine!

Take a scrubbing brush, take a Bible,
Get right down on your knees;
Say a prayer awhile, scrub the stair awhile,
If the Lord you’d please. ‘Cos…

16. The fruit of the Spirit. This charming arrangement
of the song from Spirit! is published in the Unity Series
– a series for smaller bands – but for this CD Kevin has
adapted and expanded it into a full band arrangement.

•

When you’ve got salvation you’ve got everything!
The chance to live, the right to sing.
When you’ve got salvation you’ve got everything!
The world belongs to you.
The power and peace that never cease,
The kind of joy none can destroy,
The deepest heart tranquillity,
And light and life and liberty.
When you’ve got salvation you’ve got everything!
The chance to life, the right to sing.
When you’ve got salvation you’ve got everything!
The world belongs to you.

Now the fruit of the Spirit is patience,
And the fruit of the Spirit is peace,
The fruit of the Spirit is gentleness
And joy that will never cease.
The gift of the Spirit is healing,
And hope for the darkest hour,
The gift of the Spirit is love, yes, love
And pow’r, and pow’r.

17. The Spirit in me! This stunning new cornet
ensemble, with the cornets scored in eight parts, is
based on two songs from the musicals. The pulsating
energy of In me! from Spirit! gives way to the calm of
They need Christ from Man Mark II, only to return with
even greater force in the finale.
I can feel it, I can feel it, I can feel it, I can feel it,
I can feel it, feel it, feel it, I can feel it!
In me! I can feel it in me, a pow’r I cannot subdue!
In me! I can feel it in me, and I think you feel it in you!
It sets my feet tapping, it sets my hands clapping,
It’s needed, it’s noble, it’s new!
In me! Yes, I can feel it in me,
And I think you feel it in you!
In my hands, my head, in my heart as well,
There’s a difference, folks, you can surely tell!
And it’s in my eyes, and it’s on my tongue,
And I kind of feel like a spring that’s sprung,
Or a bell that’s rung, or a swing that’s swung,
Or a song that’s sung for ever!
(From Spirit!)
•
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There are people hurting in the world out there,
They need you, they need me, they need Christ.
There are children crying and no one to care,
They need you, they need me, they need Christ.
And they’ll go on hurting in the world out there,
And they’ll go on dying, drowning in despair,
And they’ll go on crying, that’s unless we care!
They need you, they need me, they need Christ.
(From Man Mark II)

18. They shall come from the east. The final
item on the CD is Kevin’s haunting African-style
arrangement of the song They shall come from the
east, from the musical The Blood of the Lamb. There
is an evocative beauty in the voices quietly singing in
Swahili ‘Come from the east, come from the west – sit
down and worship him.’
They shall come from the east,
They shall come from the west,
And sit down in the Kingdom of God;
Both the rich and the poor, the despised, the distressed,
They’ll sit down in the Kingdom of God.
And none will ask what they have been
Provided that their robes are clean;
They shall come from the east,
They shall come from the west,
And sit down in the Kingdom of God.
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THE INTERNATIONAL
STAFF BAND OF THE
SALVATION ARMY
The first reference to a ‘Staff Band’ recorded
in Salvation Army history dates back to
1880. However, it was on 7 October 1891
that an ‘International Headquarters Staff
Band’ was officially brought into being.
The present-day International Staff Band
therefore acknowledges this date as its formal
inauguration. In those early days the band was
entirely made up of officers and employees
of The Salvation Army and attendance at
the band’s rehearsals and engagements took
precedence over work!
The modern-day ISB is drawn from a wide
geographical radius and the members are engaged
in a variety of professions, with only a few now
being employed by The Salvation Army. All of them
are active members of their local Salvation Army
corps, with many holding leadership positions. They
serve with the ISB because they, in common with
their early day counterparts, believe that God uses
the band’s ministry as a means of spreading the
message of the Christian Gospel.
The band meets at The Salvation Army’s Territorial
Headquarters in London every Wednesday evening

for rehearsal and makes monthly visits to Salvation
Army centres around the Territory, where it presents
concerts, open-air ministry, and leads worship. It is
regularly featured at major Salvation Army events
such as Congresses and has also taken part in many
significant events linked to the wider brass banding
movement, building bridges and strengthening links
between these two significant strands of brass band
music-making. It also undertakes visits to other
Salvation Army territories, taking with it its very
special brand of Salvation Army music ministry.
The band records regularly for the SP&S label and
also recorded a commercial album called Together
for Universal Classics and Jazz – a project that
provided the band and The Salvation Army with
an unprecedented level of publicity as a result of
working with one of the world’s largest recording
companies. The album was even nominated for a
Classical Brit Award!
The ISB shares a common goal with every musical
group within The Salvation Army, as it seeks to
communicate the Gospel of Jesus Christ through
its music.
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Dr Stephen Cobb is the Director
of Music and Creative Arts
Ministries for the United
Kingdom Territory with the
Republic of Ireland. His role gives
him overall responsibility for all
the Salvation Army’s music and
arts ministries. In addition to
that significant role he has, since
1994, also been the Bandmaster
of The Salvation Army’s premier
brass band, The International
Staff Band. In both positions he
has followed in the footsteps of
some of The Salvation Army’s
most famous musicians!
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Stephen’s leadership of The
International Staff Band has seen it
journey through an exciting period
of innovation that has seen the
band’s profile in the wider brass
banding world significantly raised.
His innovative leadership has also
brought about renewed energy and
enthusiasm for the Salvation Army’s
rich musical tradition, particularly
with young Salvationists. Notably,
his ongoing work with the Territorial
Youth Band and Youth Choir
continues to influence the spiritual
and musical development of some
of the movement’s finest young
musicians in the territory who attend
the annual courses.

Stephen’s professional background
and qualifications were as a music
educator but, in July 2006, he was
awarded the Degree of Doctor
of Musical Arts in instrumental
conducting by Salford University.
As Bandmaster of The International
Staff Band, and also conductor of
the Hendon Salvation Army Band,
Stephen consistently maintains the
highest standards of musicianship
and musical ministry, with both
groups providing outstanding
examples for the worldwide Salvation
Army musical fellowship. Recordings,
concerts and international tours with
both ensembles continue to receive
the highest critical acclaim and
affirmation.
A member of a family of talented
bandmasters and soloists, his
reputation as a cornet soloist was
established both at Hendon Corps
and with The International Staff
Band. He and his wife, Elaine, are still
members of the corps at Hendon,
together with their youngest son
Philip, who is himself a renowned
cornet and trumpet player, currently
occupying the Principal Trumpet
position with the London Symphony
Orchestra.
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