
Read by Neville Jason

Thomas Hardy

N
A

X
O

S
 

Y
O

U
N

G
 

A
D

U
L

T
 

C
L

A
S

S
I

C
S

Know it... enjoy it.

Bonus 
PDFs

with 
Full Text + 

Study Guide



2

1  When Farmer Oak smiled… 4:52
2  It was nearly midnight… 5:19
3  The sluggish day began to break… 8:23
4  By making inquiries… 8:30
5  Two months passed away. 7:52
6  ‘Yes,’ she murmured… 9:39
7  By daylight, the bower of Oak’s… 6:25
8  For dreariness, nothing could surpass… 6:38
9   It was Sunday afternoon… 6:02
10  The scarlet and orange light… 7:02
11  Boldwood was tenant of what was called… 5:22
12  Boldwood did eventually call… 8:25
13  Gabriel Oak had ceased to feel… 10:34
14  Idiosyncrasy and vicissitude had combined… 6:25
15  The hill opposite Bathsheba’s dwelling… 10:10
16  The village of Weatherbury… 7:18
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17  A week passed… 11:26
18  Just before the clock struck five… 8:12
19  A light flapped over the scene… 9:56
20  Bathsheba said very little… 7:05
21  As the clock over South Street… 10:02
22  Bathsheba went along the dark road… 8:25
23  The tower of Weatherbury Church… 9:38
24  Bathsheba underwent… 8:56
25  Shepherds who attended with their flocks… 7:06
6  The arrangement for getting back again… 7:54
27  Outside the front of Boldwood’s house… 12:19
28  Boldwood passed into the high road… 11:35
29  The most private, secret, plainest wedding… 3:44

   Total time: 3:55:30 

ALSO incLuded in The dOwnLOAd pAckAge
 ARe The STudY guide, And The ABRidged 

And unABRidged TeXT. (see page 4)
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The pdFs

A Study guide

This unique study guide is designed to help 
you understand Thomas Hardy’s Far from the 
Madding Crowd in more depth. Both the 
abridged and unabridged texts of the novel  
are also provided as separate PDFs.

All three PDFs can be found on cd 1.

By Francis gilbert

Far
Madding Crowd

from thefrom theFar
Madding Crowd
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why Study Literature?

The famous Greek philosophers Plato (427–347 BC) and Aristotle (384–322 BC) first 
clashed when answering this age-old question. Plato felt that literature should be 
banned. He believed that it was a poor copy of the real world and inflamed people 
to do stupid and wild things in the manner of its heroes. But Plato’s pupil Aristotle 
argued that far from corrupting our minds literature actually improves us, enabling us 
to become more moral by making us feel both pity and fear for its central characters. 
 The argument today remains more or less the same. Literature’s detractors believe 
it can lead us astray by making us feel sympathy for evil characters, while literature’s 
defenders take Aristotle’s view that by feeling for fictional characters we become better 
people, better at empathising and imagining ourselves in different situations. 
 As a teacher and lover of literature, I take Aristotle’s view: literature takes us 
to places that we would never otherwise experience. And reading about murderers 
doesn’t mean we will imitate them; we may actually learn from their grave errors. 
Literature affords us the chance to live through other people’s tragedies and triumphs, 
as a result of which we ourselves may emerge wiser, more thoughtful and happier 
than before.

Francis gilbert
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Thomas hardy’s Life 

 1840  Born 2 June in Higher Brockhampton, Dorset.

 1848 Attended Julia Martin’s school in Brockhampton.

 1853  Studied Latin and French, and read widely during his intensive 

education.

 1862  Travelled to London to work under architect Arthur Blomfield. 

Attended the International Exhibition and explored London’s cultural 

life by attending plays and operas, and visiting museums. Started to 

write poetry in earnest. 
 1865   How I Built My House, his first article, published.

 1867   Returned to Dorset. Considered writing as a profession and wrote the 

unpublished novel The Poor Man and the Lady.

 1870   Travelled to St Juliot to work on the restoration of the church and met 

Emma Lavinia Gifford.

 1873   A Pair of Blue Eyes published. He relinquished his career in architecture 

to write full time.

 1874   Far from the Madding Crowd appeared serially. He married Emma; 

after some travel, they settled in Sturminster Newton.
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 1878   The Return of the Native published, with great success. He began to 

experience life as a celebrity.

 1886   The Mayor of Casterbridge published soon after he moved into Max 

Gate, the Dorchester house that he designed.

 1888  Wessex Tales, his first collection of short stories, published.

 1891   Tess of the D’Urbervilles published, causing some controversy due to 

the unconventional moral views it presented.

 1895   The first collected edition of his works brought out by Osgood 

McIlvaine, the set including the first edition of Jude the Obscure.

 1910  Received the Order of Merit and the Freedom of Dorchester.

 1912   A ‘definitive’ edition of his works, the Wessex Edition, published. 

 1912   Emma died suddenly 27 November. Despite their previous 

estrangement, he made a pilgrimage to the sites of their early  

love and wrote poetry about her in the following years.

 1914   Married his secretary, Florence Dugdale, 39 years his junior.  

World War I broke out, adding to his pessimism.

 1928   Died 11 January. His ashes were buried in Poet’s Corner, Westminster 

Abbey, and his heart was buried in Emma’s grave. Winter Words, a 

poetry collection, and his autobiography both published posthumously.
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credits

Abridged by Heather Goodwin
Produced by Jan Fielden
Post-production: Andy Karamallakis, Paul Libson Audio Services
Engineer (speech): Alan Smyth, Bucks Audio Recordings

Cover design by Hannah Whale, using images from Dreasmtime

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. UNAUTHORISED PUBLIC PERFORMANCE, 
BROADCASTING AND COPYING OF THESE COMPACT DISCS PROHIBITED.

neville Jason trained at RADA where he was awarded the Diction 
Prize by Sir John Gielgud. He has worked with the English Stage Co., 
the Old Vic Company and the RSC as well as in films and musicals.  
In television he has appeared in popular serials such as Maigret, 
Emergency Ward 10 and Doctor Who, as well as playing classical roles 
such as Orestes and Horatio. Formerly a member of the BBC Radio 
Drama Co., he is frequently to be heard on radio. He also reads Proust’s 
Remembrance of Things Past, Tolstoy’s War and Peace and Swift’s 
Gulliver’s Travels for Naxos AudioBooks. 

Francis gilbert has taught English literature in the UK for nearly two 
decades and has published four books, including the bestselling I’m 
A Teacher, Get Me Out Of Here and Yob Nation. He lives in London, 
teaches part-time and writes. He regularly appears on television and 
radio, commentating on education. 

The hound of the Baskervilles 
(Conan Doyle) 

ISBN: 9789626349489
read by David Timson
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The music on this recording was taken from the nAXOS catalogue

engLiSh STRing FeSTiVAL  8.550331
Capella Istropolitana/Adrian Leaper 

BRidge WORKS FOR STRING QUARTET 8.553718 
Maggini Quartet  

deBuSSY/RAVeL STRING QUARTETS 8.550249 
Kodály Quartet 

eLgAR STRING QUARTET/PIANO QUINTET  8.553737
Maggini String Quartet/Peter Donohoe, Piano

Music programmed by Jan Fielden

The hound of the Baskervilles 
(Conan Doyle) 

ISBN: 9789626349489
read by David Timson

pride and prejudice  
(Austen) 

ISBN: 9789626349571
read by Jenny Agutter

Jane eyre 
(Brontë) 

ISBN: 9789626349472
read by Emma Fielding

Other Young Adult classics on naxos AudioBooks



Y O U N G  A D U L T  C L A S S I C S
naxos AudioBooks champions the classics for a new generation

ABRIDGED

View our catalogue online at
www.naxosaudiobooks.com

CD ISBN:

978-962-634-970-0
Total time 

3:55:30

Produced by 
Jan Fielden

p 2009 Naxos 
AudioBooks Ltd. 
© 2009 Naxos 

AudioBooks Ltd. 
Made in Germany.

In a remote corner of early-Victorian England, where traditional practices remain 

untouched by time, Bathsheba Everdene stands out as a beacon of feminine 

independence and self-reliance. However, when confronted with three suitors, 

among them the dashing Captain Troy, she shows a reckless capriciousness 

which threatens the stability of the whole community. 

Listen to a leading actor read a condensed version of the book
 and further your understanding with our study guide.

what makes the characters tick? 
what are the key themes?

� •�Top�teacher�Francis�Gilbert�gives�you�
  the notes and the quotes you need.
•�Full�text�and abridged text included.

Bonus CD-ROM – A Study Guide

Written by Thomas Hardy
Read by Neville Jasonfrom thefrom theFarFar

Madding CrowdMadding Crowd


