Fairy Tales, Folktales, and Fables
for violin, cello, and narrator

******
1. Lubin from Chelm

(by David Yang) 10:19

2. The Bremen Town
Musicians

(by Kile Smith) 12:45

3. Two Brothers

(by David Yang) 8:49

4. The Ugly Duckling

(by Kenneth Woods) 16:47

5. The Three Wishes
(by David Yang) 12:41

6. The Matzoh Ball Man
(by David Yang) 14:39

******
7. The Spots of the Toad

(by Martin Kutnowski) 9:45

8. Three Fables (to poems by Robert Lax)
(by Gerald Levinson)
I. Alley Violinist 3:04

9. Three Fables

II. Problem in Design 2:46

10. Three Fables

III. The Old Magician 8:14

11. The Princess and the Man
with a Pure Heart

(by Thomas Whitman) 17:44

12. The Warrior Violinist
(by Jay Reise) 18:09

13. The Emperor’s New Clothes
(by Andrew Waggoner) 10:10

Fairy Tales, Folktales, and Fables, or:
if life is but a dream, please don’t wake me up.

S

eventeen thousand years ago an artist painted a story on the
wall of a cave in Lascaux, France. Today we have…blogs. Is the
impulse behind them so different? The need for a story to explain
our origins is central to the religions of the world. Our humanity
can’t – won’t! – be repressed despite all the shiny new tools we
devise which do just that.

L

We are a strange species, constantly reinventing ourselves even
as everything stays the same; the need to tell stories bubbles
irrepressibly to the surface. This is what artists, actors, dancers,
and musicians do. This recording includes tales from Eastern and
Western Europe, Indonesia, Egypt, and South America. What links
them is the human need to tell stories, the one thing we’ve been
doing since man first stood up on two feet.
All of the works on this recording were commissioned by Auricolae
or the Newburyport Chamber Music Festival. This is the premiere
recording of all pieces on these disks.

******
Lubin, from Chelm by David Yang is a Jewish slant on a traditional
English folk-tale (“Lazy Jack”) about a young man looking for work who
is also a little slow on the uptake. It is the first in a cycle of stories that
occur in the mythical Jewish city of fools known as Chelm. The music is
available by writing the composer directly at Auricolae@earthlink.net.

The Bremen Town Musicians by Kile Smith was commissioned with

Musicopia through a Community Partners Grant from American Composer’s
Forum/Philadelphia and is based on a delightful tale from the Brothers
Grimm that features four friends – a donkey, dog, cat, and rooster – on
their journey to Bremen to become musicians. The music is available at
kilesmith.com.

Two Brothers by David Yang is another piece in the cycle of stories

situated in Chelm and concerns the misadventures of two hapless brothers,
Mendel and Moishe, on their way home from work. It is a combination of
the classic stories “The Milkmaid’s Tale” and “Hans in Luck.” The music is
available by writing the composer at Auricolae@earthlink.net.

The Ugly Duckling by Kenneth Woods is a powerful setting of Hans

Christian Anderson’s redemptive fable. It chronicles the difficulty for those
who are different as they attempt to adjust to society and the sometimespainful childhood quest to discover one’s true self. The music is available by
contacting the composer at downbeatstore@kennethwoods.net.

The Three Wishes by David Yang continues the Chelm cycle and

follows the characters from “Two Brothers” later in the same day. It is a
retelling of the Brothers Grimm story with the addition of an extended
rap on kosher food. The music is available by writing the composer at
Auricolae@earthlink.net.

The Matzoh Ball Man by David Yang is the last portion of Yiddishkeit
served in this collection and brings together characters from all three
previous Chelm stories along with the doctor from “The Prince Rooster”
(Auricolae’s first recording). It is modeled after “The Gingerbread Man.”

******
The Spots of the Toad was composed by the Canada-based,

Argentinean composer Martin Kutnowski. The joyously circus-inspired
music sets a traditional Argentinean story of a toad who dared to dream
the impossible. The music is available from the composer at
www.contrapunctus.com.

Gerald Levinson’s Three Fables are based on three short, fantastical
poems by the brilliant and reclusive American poet Robert Lax. Their
whimsical touch belies a profundity matched by the fiendishly virtuosic
music. The poems are “Alley Violinist,” “Problem in Design,” and “The Old
Magician.” Levinson’s music is available at www.presser.com and the piece
was commissioned with Musicopia through a Community Partners Grant
from American Composers Forum/Philadelphia.
At the heart of The Princess and the Man with a Pure Heart
by Thomas Whitman is a heroine who, using her wits and courage, rescues
her people from starvation. This mesmerizing piece uses a story from the
Mahabharata and employs traditional music and harmonies from the island
nation of Indonesia. Parts may be obtained by contacting the composer at
tom@whitmanmusic.net. The piece was commissioned in conjunction with
Musicopia with funds obtained through a Community Partners Grant from
the American Composers Forum/Philadelphia.

Composer Jay Reise’s seductive music matches the inner and outer
journeys undergone by the hero of The Warrior Violinist , loosely based
on a traditional tale from ancient Egypt. Commissioned with Musicopia
through a Community Partners Grant from American Composers Forum /
Philadelphia, this is a cautionary parable about the peril of yearning to be
what you are not.

The Emperor’s New Clothes by Andrew Waggoner is another work

based on the writings of Hans Christian Anderson. Set brilliantly to quirky
and captivating music, it recounts the tale of a vain emperor surrounded
by sycophants who is brought down to earth by the innocence of a small
child. The music is available through subitomusic.com.

AURICOLAE
David Yang: artistic director, narrator, & viola
Diane Pascal: violin
Kenneth Woods: cello
Neill Hartley, Jennifer Blaine, Alessandra Yang: additional voice-overs
Simon Fox-Gál: recording producer, engineer and editor
Rob Holt: recording engineer for additional voice-overs
Jesse Reklaw: illustrations and art direction
Stefan Saito: graphic design
Recorded January 2013 at Bengrove House, Somerset, England
For questions, comments, or more information visit www.auricolae.com
or email Auricolae@earthlink.net
This recording is dedicated to Eliana and Alessandra

M

any people and organizations came together to make this recording possible.
This project is supported in part through a grant from the Philadelphia Chapter
of the American Composers Forum. Musicopia was instrumental in the commissioning
of many of these works. Without generous donations from the following individuals
and organizations, this recording would not have been possible: Anonymous, Dr. Ira
Cantor, Robert and Connie Ellis, Simon Fox-Gál, Harold Glass, Arisa Rei Marshall, Carol
Kirsh, Lucy Miller, Martin Kutnowski, Gerald Levinson, Ron MacDonald, Jay Reise,
Anne Faulkner Shoemaker, Kile Smith, Swarthmore College, Tom Whitman, Kenneth
Woods, The University of Pennsylvania, and Linda Gureasko Yang.

A

uricolae Storytelling and Music Troupe was founded by David Yang with the
express mission of being a “stealth” new music group; audiences are sometimes
less fearful when this music is combined with well-loved stories from around
the world. Bringing contemporary music into schools that lack any exposure to
classical music is deeply rewarding. Active audience participation is encouraged
and an explicit goal of the
ensemble is to get young people
thinking about different ways to
tell a story and how music can
relay its own narrative parallel
to the words of a story.
Violist, narrator, composer, and
Artistic Director of Auricolae,
David Yang has collaborated
with members of the Brentano,
Miro, Tokyo, and Vermeer String
Quartets, and was recipient of
a coveted artist fellowship from
the Independence Foundation
awarded to exceptional artists.
He is Music Director of the
Newburyport Chamber Music
Festival and also Director of
Chamber Music at the University
of Pennsylvania. Born and
raised in New York City, he now lives in Philadelphia with his two daughters,
Eliana and Alessandra. David’s father was born in China in Xuzhou (near
Shanghai) and came to America before World War II. His mother comes from a
Jewish family in Brooklyn that emigrated from Poland, Austria, and Russia in the
late 19th Century. David is a founding member of the string trio Ensemble Epomeo.

