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1. Walking With Heroes 3.37
2. The Dark Side of the Moon 12.37

3. An Untold Story 3.54
Tenor Horn soloist Sandy Smith

4-6. Dream Catchers 12.58
7. The Big Top 1.54

8. The Haunted Halls 9.08
9. Where Eagles Sing 4.03

10. Donegal Bay 4.06
Baritone soloist Gareth Brindle

11-13. Vitae Aeternum 9.18

TOTAL CD PLAYING TIME 63.22
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Foreword
It has always been a dream of mine as a composer to have my music performed and 

recorded by the best brass band in the world. This CD marks the first volume of recordings 
of my compositions and is performed brilliantly by the Black Dyke Band under the 

direction of Dr. Nicholas Childs.

The hardest part of planning for this CD was choosing the pieces. When the time came 
to decide what pieces to record I realised that I had already composed over five hours of 

music. Of course when recording to CD you are limited to just over an hour. 
Therefore, I had to think seriously about the musical content. 

I feel it is very important as a composer to enjoy the music you have composed. When 
deciding on the tracks, I wanted to have a collection of compositions that would be 

satisfying for me to listen to and would provide enjoyment to all listeners young and old.

The music I have chosen is varied; Where Eagles Sing and Walking with Heroes are 
concert ‘openers’, The Big Top, The Haunted Halls and Dream Catchers were composed 

as entertainment pieces with youth bands in mind, the latter written as a test piece. My 
two solos Donegal Bay and An Untold Story feature Gareth and Sandy as soloists who 
perform magnificently. The Dark Side of the Moon is my descriptive test piece which 

was chosen for the Regional Championships 2008 and the popular finale Vitae Aeternum 
provides a fitting close to the CD.

It has been a fantastic experience recording this CD and I hope it brings you much 
enjoyment. I am very proud to present the first volume of my compositions 

Walking with Heroes.

Paul Lovatt-Cooper

Credits
Executive Producer
Trevor Caffull

Producer 
John Maines

Recording Engineer
Richard Scott 

Digital Editing & Mastering 
R.E. Editing

Programme Notes
Paul Lovatt-Cooper
Production Manager

Julian Bright
Project Manager

Kevin J Coates MBE
Artwork & Cover Design
GK Graphic Design vof 

Recorded at Morley Town Hall during February 2008

All tracks copyright Prima Vista Musikk

 & P SP&S, a division of Salvation Army Trading Company, 66-78 Denington Road, Denington Industrial Estate, 
Wellingborough, Northants. NN8 2QH  All rights of the owner and of the producer of the works reproduced reserved. 

Unauthorised copying, hiring, lending, public performance and broadcasting of this recording prohibited. (MCPS)
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Walking With Heroes
We remember great people living and past Who have touched our lives and 

have made a big impact on hoW We lead our lives. people like our loved ones, 
family members, friends, even religious leaders and celebrities. they have 
either taught us, helped us to understand or lead their lives by example 

and are in our eyes, heroes. We look up to them and alWays remember them 
as heroes and their spirit and influence stays With us Wherever We are. 

this piece is dedicated to all our heroes past and present as We are alWays 
‘Walking With heroes’.

Thank You
I would like to thank the following people who have shaped my musical career to date and 

have contributed to the success of this CD:

I want to acknowledge and thank my parents and family whose love and support have 
never wavered and have encouraged me to reach a dream come true. I want to thank 

Nicholas Childs for recognising my talents, helping promote my music and his total support 
in my compositional endeavours. 

Philip Sparke and Philip Wilby’s music has had a huge influence on me, both developing me 
as a player and also as a composer and I am very grateful for their continuous support, 

encouragement and friendship. 

One person in particular has had a huge impact on my musical life and that is 
Peter Graham. Peter has had the biggest influence on my composing career and 

has dedicated more time than I can imagine in teaching me and providing the best 
opportunities for my musical development; he is a great friend and wonderful mentor 

Peter, thank you.

I would like to thank Gerard Klaucke for his tireless contribution to the design of this 
CD and Richard Scott for his recording and editing expertise. Finally, the members of the 
Black Dyke Band, all of them great friends and colleagues. Their playing quality is second 
to none and their professionalism and commitment to my music has been a joy to behold. 

They are, by far, the best brass band in the world.

This CD is dedicated to all the people who have had a positive influence 
on my musical life.
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The Dark Side 
of the Moon
Have you ever thought, 
‘What would a particular place 
be like...’

The Dark Side of the Moon portrays 
a musical picture as seen in my 
imagination, taking the listener from the 
rugged landscape to the awesome beauty 
that sits endlessly in front of you.

As you slowly explore the surroundings 
your eyes drift up to the night sky. There 
is an awesome sight unfolding in front of 
you: Countless stars and galaxies, planets 
and different solar systems and all right 
in front of you illuminated and glistening 
from the light of the sun beaming from 
the other side of the moon. 

ever to perform at the Royal College of Music. 
In 2004, the Band was proud to be appointed 
the first ever ‘Band in Residence’ at the Royal 
Northern College of Music, Manchester.

Many ‘legends’ of the brass world have been 
associated with the Black Dyke Band over the 
years, together with a significant number who 
have gone on to enjoy successful careers in 
the Orchestral world including Jack Pinches 
(who was solo trombone player in  the band 
at the tender age of 16), William Lang, 
Maurice Murphy and Rod Franks. Today the 
Band is proud to be associated with a modern 
day ‘giant’ of the Composing World; Philip 
Wilby as Musical Associate.

The Black Dyke Band has, throughout its 
history, enjoyed unparalleled success in the 
contesting world, being awarded the title 
‘Champion Band of Great Britain’ no less 
than 20 times, most recently in October 
2004. In their 150th year they also became 
European and British Open Champions 2005, 
and retained the British Open title in 2006.

The Band is relentless in its quest to perform 
music of the highest possible standard and 
upholding its long and fine tradition. This 
desire is summed up perfectly in its motto, 
taken from the armorial bearings granted in 
1857 to John Foster: ‘Justum Perficito nihil 
timeto’  ‘Act justly and fear nothing’.
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An Untold Story

This piece is written as a solo 
for tenor horn. In 6/8 time 
with a lovely lilt it is a slow 
melodic solo that shows off 
the soloist’s lyrical playing. 
The melody first heard at the 
beginning from the soloist is 
taken and developed through 
the piece to make a lovely 
lullaby that you can sit back 
and relax to. An Untold Story 
is played beautifully by one 
of my heroes and long time 
friend – Sandy Smith.

In 1816, in the Yorkshire village of 
Queenshead - later to become Queensbury, 
Mr Peter Wharton founded a brass and reed 
band. Amongst the players, on French Horn, 
was John Foster, owner of the John Foster 
& Son mill in that small village. The life of 
this band, however, was short lived through 
declining numbers of players. In 1837, a new 
band was formed - the Queenshead Band, 
and in September 1855 John Foster & Son 
‘adopted’ the band, acquiring for it a new set 
of instruments and attracting new members. 
In addition to this, a room was provided for 
practising - The Black Dyke Mills Band had 
been formed.

Most of the Band’s musicians lived in 
Queensbury and worked in the mill, ensuring 
a close link to the community that remains to 
this day. The Band has been at the forefront 
of banding development throughout its 
history, making one of the earliest brass band 
recordings in 1904 and embarking on a 5 
month tour of Canada and the USA in 1906, 
during which it played over 200 concerts and 
travelled over13,000 miles. Since then, they 
have featured on no less than 80 recordings, 
and have toured widely throughout Europe 
and the rest of the world, including Sierra 

Leone, Japan, Australia and several re-visits to 
Canada and the USA. Amongst its recordings, 
the band is proud to have been recognised in 
wider musical spheres, in 1996 winning the 
Music Industries Association Award for the 
best CD in the Orchestral category with their 
recording of Sir William Walton’s music. 

In February 1999 the Band were nominated 
for a ‘Grammy Award’ in the ‘Crossover 
Classical Section’, and this was followed a 
month later by an Oscar nomination, when it 
provided the backing for the song That’ll Do 
by Peter Gabriel in the film Babe 2. The Band 
has been proud to enjoy success with other 
recording artists including Paul McCartney 
& Wings, Tori Amos, Beautiful South, Evelyn 
Glennie, and, decades earlier, The Beatles on 
their hit record, Yellow Submarine. Television 
shows, broadcasts, concerts at Music Festivals, 
The Proms and other high profile events have 
also seen the Band featured with household 
names such as Lesley Garrett, Elton John, 
Evelyn Glennie, James Morrison, Rod Franks, 
Ian Bousfield, Philip Smith and many more. 
In October 1993, Black Dyke Band created 
history as the first British brass band to 
appear at the Carnegie Hall, New York, and 
a year later they became the first brass band 

Black Dyke Band
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Dream Catchers

Dream Catchers is written in the style of a youth band test piece with lots 

of jazz and funk influences. The idea behind the piece is that every young 

musician has a chance of ‘catching’ their dreams by performing to as high 

a standard as they can. In the first and last section of Dream Catchers the 

performers are required to use their technical ability with lots of intricate 

playing whereas in the dream-like middle section they play with beauty and 

style. The piece was written for the National Children’s Band of Great Britain, 

an ensemble where all the players have already achieved a dream of playing at 

such a high standard in their early lives and the recording played by the 

world famous Black Dyke Band - say no more.

Heralded as a leading figure in the 
worldwide brass community, Dr. Nicholas 
Childs has rightfully achieved the highest 
international reputation as a performer, 
teacher/clinician, conductor, interpreter 
and advocate of new music, and producer of 
pacesetting recordings.  His current tenure 
as Principal Conductor and Music Director 
of the famous Black Dyke Band has been 
marked not only with continued contest 
success, but with a series of innovative 
concerts, world premieres and recordings of 
major works for brass band with a variety 
of soloists and musical combinations.  He 
continues his advocacy of new music within 
the outstanding catalogue of brass and 
wind band recordings he has recorded and 
produced in his award-winning firm, Doyen 
Recordings.  He has been particularly active 
in his support for young musicians, and 
counts his appointment as Artistic Director 
of the National Children’s Brass Band of 
Great Britain, and Founder and Artistic 
Director of the Yorkshire Youth Brass Band 
as some of his most influential achievements.

As one of the world’s most recognized 
masters of the euphonium and brass 
specialist, Childs has performed and 
taught throughout the United Kingdom, 
Europe, Childs also received an honorary 
doctorate (2006) from Leeds Metropolitan 
University in recognition of his outstanding 
contribution to music, and the Iles Medal 
(2007) for services to the Brass Band 
Movement. He has recently been elected a 
liveryman of the Worshipful Company of 
Musicians.

Dr. Nicholas J. Childs, 
Music Director
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The Big Top
The Big Top is a short circus march. 
In two minutes of music it has encapsulated 
everything to do with the circus: lots 
of energy and enthusiasm, different 
characters, exciting acts and even 
a screaming crowd.

Paul enjoyed many contest successes at 
Faireys, including becoming North West 
Area Champion, All England Masters 
Champion, British Open Champion and 
National Champion of Great Britain. Paul 
also enjoyed playing to packed audiences 
around the world including the United 
States of America and Brazil and many 
countries around Europe.

Paul started composing whilst at University, 
studying under the famous brass and wind 
band composer Peter Graham. Peter had a 
great influence as a mentor, working closely 
with his student to develop his talent 
providing help and advice in his musical 
and compositional development.

On graduating from university Paul earned 
his Post Graduate Certificate in Education 
at Manchester Metropolitan University 
and became a teacher of Music. In 2003 
Paul left Faireys to join the world famous 
Black Dyke Band as percussionist. The 
professional conductor Dr Nicholas Childs 
realised Paul’s potential as a composer 
and soon had the band performing his 
works, starting with the world prèmiere 
of his Trombone Concerto Earth’s Fury at 
Birmingham’s Symphony Hall which was 

recorded and broadcast on BBC Radio 2.
Since then Paul has been enjoying both 
playing and composing successes with Black 
Dyke and with other bands around the 
world. In 2005 Paul won the Brighouse 
and Rastick Band’s 125th Anniversary 
Composers Competition with his piece West 
Rydings, beating off many entries from all 
around the world.

Paul’s talents as a composer have attracted 
attention from various musical circles 
including the world famous composer Karl 
Jenkins’ latest EMI Classics CD entitled 
This Land of Ours featuring music written 
and arranged by Karl. However Karl was so 
impressed with Paul’s Where Eagles Sing 
that he included the piece as the finale 
to the CD. Where Eagles Sing was also 
performed on BBC Radio 2’s famous Friday 
Night is Music Night programme by the 
Coldstream Guards Band.

Paul is still enjoying both performing with 
the Black Dyke Band and his position as 
the Composer in Residence with the Black 
Dyke Band.
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Imagine an old boarding school in the 

middle of a huge forest, where at night 

ghouls, ghosts and spirits emerge from 

inside the building’s walls, paintings 

and surroundings to cause havoc in their 

desperate attempt to free themselves 

from the purgatory that is the spirit 

world. A group of pupils hear the 

commotion and wake but startle the 

spirits. A great chase ensues with the 

pupils using any means possible to 

escape from the advancing ghosts. 

The only weapon against the spirits 

is the dawning sunshine and so the 

adventure begins with the pupils having 

to escape from the chasing spirits and 

hope that dawn breaks and the sunshine 

engulfs the supernatural, transporting 

them back to their world. 

I always wanted to write a piece in 

the style of a horror movie. You will 

hear in this piece influences from the 

soundtracks of films such as Halloween, 

Jaws, Batman, Ghostbusters and Psycho. 

The Haunted Halls Paul Lovatt-Cooper is one of the most sought 
after composing talents of his generation. 
He is currently the ‘Composer in Residence’ 
with the world famous Black Dyke Band 
and is currently enjoying performances and 
premieres of his works all over the world. 

Paul has enjoyed performances of his works 
including world premieres in the UK and in 
countries such as Ireland, Holland, Belgium, 
Switzerland, New Zealand, Japan, Australia, 
and The United States. His pieces have 
been performed in some of the world’s 
finest concert halls including Birmingham’s 
Symphony Hall, Manchester’s Bridgewater 
Hall, Perth’s Concert Hall, Cardiff’s St David’s 
Hall, Holland’s De Lawei Concert Hall and 
London’s Royal Albert Hall.

His composing skills have earned him 
commissions from various bands including 
Black Dyke Band, Cory Band, BT Band 
and the National Children’s Band of Great 
Britain. As well as ensembles Paul has had 
commissions from international soloists such 
as Brett Baker, Richard Marshall, John Doyle, 
David Childs and Owen Farr.

Paul was born and raised in The Salvation 
Army with his parents who were Officers. 
He was introduced to music by his family, all 

of whom were keen musicians and eager to 
keep the tradition going.
Paul started his musical career by playing 
the drums at school at the age of twelve. He 
joined the school band shortly after, which 
led to an invitation to play for former British 
Open Champions Kennedy’s Swinton Band. 
The invitation came from his music teacher 
and conductor of the band Kevin Bolton. 

After school Paul continued to study music 
at the University of Salford. Paul studied 
percussion under freelance percussionist 
Andrew Whettam and he majored in 
conducting under David King and composing 
with Peter Graham. In his final year Paul 
added to his degree success by winning the 
coveted ‘Roy Newsome Conductors Award’.

Paul realised a lifetime’s ambition when 
he was invited to audition for the position 
of percussionist at the then European 
Champions, Williams Fairey Band in 1994. 
Paul was auditioned and passed, becoming 
a member of this illustrious band. Paul 
quickly made an impact at ‘Faireys’, featuring 
regularly as a soloist and going on to become 
Principal percussionist with the band.
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Where Eagles Sing

The American Bald Eagle is a very rare bird, 
so few in numbers that it was threatened with 
extinction. The eagle is an amazing bird, huge 
in size and power and yet so graceful in flight 

and has been nurtured back into growing 
numbers. Where Eagles Sing is everything 

associated with the eagle; bold, powerful and 
graceful and now free to soar and sing in the 

American homelands.

P a u l  L o v a t t - C o o p e r
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Donegal Bay

Donegal Bay is an original composition written in the style of an 

Irish Air. After the introduction, the baritone leads the way in a 

lovely slow reflective melody. The cornets take over the melody 

line leaving the baritone to play a lyrical obligato melodic motif 

that leads back to the beautiful original theme. Donegal Bay 

encapsulates the wonderful style of the Irish air that suits the 

sound and style of the baritone perfectly and there is no better 

player to play it than Black Dyke’s solo baritone... Gareth Brindle.

Vitae Aeternum
My Salvation Army upbringing was largely responsible for my love of music and I therefore wanted 

to feature a composition influenced by SA material. I decided to compose a concert finale in the 
style of Peter Graham’s hugely successful piece Shine as the Light.

I have taken as my themes three Salvation Army songs of praise and worship 
God came in Jesus to live among us, I will praise you, Lord, with all my heart 

and His Provision.

Vitae Aeternum combines elements of each of the songs and mixed with my own compositional 
ideas I believe I have composed a piece that would make a suitable fitting to any sacred or 

secular performance.


