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Introduction
Triumphant Brass, as the title suggests is all about Cory Band’s contest triumphs during their 125th 
anniversary year of 2009.

On the Shoulders of Giants was the band’s own-choice test-piece selection when they won the European 
Brass Band Championships in May. Titan’s Progress was the test-piece when Cory triumphed at the 
British Open Brass Band Championships in September. From Ancient Times was the test-piece at the 
European Brass Band Championships in May and although Brass Triumphant was written for the 
band’s 125th Anniversary Concert and premiered at St David’s Hall Cardiff  in June, the beautiful third 
movement, Mist in the Afan Forest was included in the band’s winning performance at the World Brass 
Band Championships in July.

On the Shoulders of Giants - Peter Graham
“If I have seen further it is by standing on the shoulders of giants”  
Letter from Isaac Newton to Robert Hooke, 5 February 1676

Th e art of brass playing embraces a range of diverse approaches and styles. Nowhere is this more 
apparent than in the musical melting pot of the USA. On the Shoulders of Giants pays tribute to 
this diversity and to the great American brass virtuosi whose legacy has provided the foundation for 
countless brass giants of today.

Th e opening movement, Fanfares, refl ects on the legendary Chicago Symphony Orchestra brass 
section. It has been suggested that the much-admired and distinctive style of the CSO brass was 
initially driven by the Germanic repertoire favoured by the early music directors. Here the opening 
bars from the fi nale of Bruckner’s 8th Symphony provide the departure point for the musical journey. 
Th e work continues (attacca) with an Elegy. America’s role as the birthplace of jazz and two of her 
leading brass lights are remembered here, Miles Davis (through the sound world created for him 
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by Gil Evans) and the father of lyrical trombone playing Tommy Dorsey. In acknowledgement that 
jazz owes its origins to Negro spirituals, the gospel song Steal Away underpins the movement.

The finale, a Fantasie Brillante, pays homage to the turn of the century brass virtuosi of Sousa Band 
fame.The centrepiece of the movement finds Herbert L. Clarke, Arthur Pryor and Simone Mantia 
stepping from the mists of time to deliver snippets from their greatest solos (together with passing 
references to Sousa’s highest paid soloist, drummer August Helmecke). Moments of individual 
virtuosity lead to a series of brass band power chords, giant footsteps in musical imagery as present 
day brass giants conclude this tribute to their predecessors.

Titan’s Progress - Hermann Pallhuber

Titan was a novel by the German author Johann Paul Friedrich Richter. who later called himself 
Jean Paul. It is considered the author’s main work and he referred to it as his ‘cardinal and capital 
novel’. It is almost 900 pages in length and tells the story of the transition of its hero. Albano de 
Cesara, from a passionate youth to a mature man.

Jean Paul was one of Gustav Mahler’s favourite authors and the latter gave the original five-
movement version of his first symphony the subtitle The Titan - in deference to Jean Paul’s novel.
Titan’s Progress, which is my first work for the British style brass band, also contains references 
to the music of Gustav Mahler. Motifs from his First Symphony are employed throughout (like the 
trumpet signals. the interval of a falling fourth, and chromatically falling triplets), especially the 
principal theme of the finale. I have adapted this heroic martial motif as the basis for the main 
theme of my own Titan’s Progress. The chorale melody which is heard three times in all and 
represents the progress of Albano’s ‘titanic’ spirit from youthful innocence to mature experience. 

My music is programmatic and uses the content of the book and its hero Albano’s evolution for 
its underlying structure. The stylistic variety of the work (including the Chorale, an impudent 
Landler, a dancing Farandole, and a climactic Fugue) is Mahleresque in its influences.
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From Ancient Times - Jan Van der Roost 

From Ancient Times is a sizable work for brass band, inspired largely by the music of the 
Franco-Flemish school of the Renaissance. No literal references are made, but some of the 
compositional principles and techniques of that style generally considered to be the origin of 
western music are used here. 

This work is a tribute to a ‘golden age’ in which composers from the Low Countries could 
be found practically all over Europe, at the major courts and cultural centres. Some of the 
great names of that time are Orlandus Lassus, Josquin Desprez, Adriaan Willaert, Johannes 
Ockeghem, Jacob Obrecht, Heinrich Isaac, Guillaume Dufay and Philippus de Monte; all 
these composers belong to the influential Franco-Flemish school. In other arts such as tapestry 
weaving, typography and painting, the Flemish regions also set the tone, with leading exponents 
such as Rubens, Van Dijck, Breughel and Van Eyck. Unfortunately, this rich cultural advantage 
has declined over time due to numerous wars.

In this composition, music from even earlier times can also be found, Gregorian reminiscences 
at the beginning, a medieval dance (an Estampie)…this work is indeed based on ‘ancient times’ 
although the sound idiom is mostly contemporary. A few ‘witticisms’ are brought into play: the 
ostinato in the basses (in the Estampie) for example, is based on the notes EBBA, and the first 
harmony of the Espampie theme consists of an accumulation of fourths which symbolises the 
name ‘VLAMO; the commissioning Flemish Amateur Music Organisation (who are also in 
charge of the EBBC).

The fact that this occurs within a brass band line-up, has another dimension: Adolphe Sax is 
sometimes believed to have been a Frenchman, but he was born in Dinant, Belgium, where 
he lived for a long time before he moved to Paris. As well as the saxophone, he developed the 
saxhorn family and more than one third of an authentic brass band line-up consists of members 
of this instrumental family. Although the brass band is often considered to have Anglo-Saxon 

Dr Robert Childs 

Robert Childs is a leading figure in the world of brass music. For over thirty years he has 
performed at the highest level giving solo performances in many of the world’s most prestigious 
venues. He has given masterclasses throughout Europe’s finest conservatoires and is now 
recognised as a leading education specialist within his field. 

During 2000 Robert relinquished his enviable position as Principal Euphonium and Bandmaster 
with Black Dyke Band in order to become Principal Conductor and Music Director of Cory 
Band, the Principality’s premier brass band. Robert’s success with Cory has been unprecedented 
and having returned to his homeland of Wales, he is now Director of Brass Band Studies at the 
Royal Welsh College of Music, Musical Director of the National Youth Brass Band of Wales 
and Managing Director of Performing Arts Education. 

In 2002 Robert was awarded a Doctorate in Musical Arts from the University of Salford 
and is also an Associate of the Royal College of Music and Fellow of the London College of 
Music. Robert gained a Masters Degree with distinction from University of Leeds, holds a 
Post Graduate Certificate in Education from the Open University and in 2007 his remarkable 
achievements were recognised by the Worshipful Company of Musicians when he was awarded 
the prestigious Iles Medal.

During Robert’s tenure with Cory, the band has won the World Brass Band Championships, 
National Brass Band Championships of Great Britain, Brass in Concert Championship, 
British Open Championship (four times), European Brass Band Championships 
(twice), Welsh Regional Championships (seven times) and at the time of this recording, 
are currently ranked No. 1 in the official British Bandsman, World of Brass rankings. 

In 2008 Robert was given the ‘Freedom of the City of London’ and also received the prestigious 
John Edwards Memorial Award by the Welsh Music Guild for outstanding contribution to 
Welsh Music.
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roots, it is actually a phenomenon from the Low Countries and so various old ideas from 
diff erent eras have been united to form a unique mix. From Ancient Times is an important 
work within my oeuvre (after three earlier works for brass band). Th rough this piece I have 
made a humble eff ort to pay homage to a number of musical forefathers.

Brass Triumphant -  Gareth Wood

Brass Triumphant is a four-movement work especially written for the 125th anniversary of Cory Band. 
It is a fun piece, showing off  the great technical wizardry of the band.

Th e fi rst movement is a celebratory fanfare marking the achievements of this great band. A strong melody 
played by the trombones is the thread which runs through the whole work.

Th e second movement refl ects on the early days of the band, when it was called Ton Temperance, and 
is about struggle and endeavour. Again, it is the trombones that state a strident, angular theme which is 
taken up by the whole band.

Th e third movement is the crux of the work, a beautiful slow melodic poem which is subtitled Mist in 
the Afan Forest. A melody on the solo euphonium honours the great Welsh folk melodies we all know 
and love.

Th e lollipop fi nale is a rollercoaster ride, taking us to the very edge of band technique. Th e hymn tune O 
Iesu Mawr appears, though heavily disguised, and is a reminder that this is a very Welsh piece of music 
for a very Welsh band! 

DR ROBERT CHILDS
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In 2009 Cory celebrated their 125th anniversary and received the John Edwards Memorial 
Award for outstanding contribution to Welsh music. Previous winners of the award include 
Alun Hoddinot, Bryn Terfel, Brian Hughes, Bryan Davies, Margaret Price and Stuart Burrows.
 
On the contest stage Cory won the Welsh Regional Championships in Swansea, the European 
Brass Band Championships in Ostend Belgium, the World Music Contest in Kerkrade Holland 
(and with it the title of ‘World Champions’) and the British Open Brass Band Championship 
in Symphony Hall, Birmingham.

A podium position at the National Brass Band Championships of Great Britain and the Brass in 
Concert Championship confi rmed Cory ended 2009, and start 2010, as world ranked number 
one brass band, a position they retained for the fourth consecutive year.

Cory has also played to sell out concerts at home and abroad. Th e anniversary concert in June 
played to a full St David’s Hall in Cardiff  and featured the Morriston Orpheus Choir and world 
renowned jazz trombonist Wycliff e Gordon. Th e band also appeared as guest band for Holland 
Brass Festival during August 2009 which saw them play three sell out concerts on consecutive 
nights in various locations in Holland.

During 2010 the band's engagements include concerts in the United Kingdom, mainland 
Europe and will also be appearing in Holland, Austria, Belgium, France, Germany, Italy and 
Switzerland.

Find out more about Cory by visiting 

www.coryband.com 
  

On the Shoulders of Giants

In 2000 a unique musical partnership commenced as Dr 
Robert Childs and Cory Band took the brass community 
by storm, winning the double of British Open and National 
Brass Band Championships. In the intervening period 
I have followed the activities and achievements of the 
band with great interest and was delighted to accept their 
commission to write an own-choice test-piece for the 2009 
European Brass Band Championships. 

Th is recording provides clear evidence of musicians at the 
peak of their powers, an ensemble built ‘on the shoulders of 
giants’. One can revel in the amazing virtuosity of the band 
and individual soloists Williams, Th omas, Farr, Joanne and 
David Childs et al, but my ears are drawn to the exquisite 
musical shapings and colours of the Elegy some of the 
greatest brass band playing you are likely to hear (and 
happily the European adjudicators concurred!) 

My thanks again to Dr Robert Childs and the mighty Cory.

Peter Graham 

on the shoulders of giants

DOYCD 247B booklet new.indd   6 14/4/10   12:01:48



Code No. Booklet-Pgs14&7

CYAN     MAGENTA     YELLOW     BLACK

Cory Band hails from the Rhondda Valley in South Wales. In 1923 Cory achieved the distinction 
of performing what is believed to have been the fi rst radio broadcast by a brass band. A signifi cant 
honour was bestowed on the band in 1976 when they were chosen to represent Wales and the 
brass band movement on a tour of the USA as part of their bicentennial celebrations.

Cory are recognised as one the Principality’s fi nest and most innovative music ensembles, their 
numerous CD recordings and live concert performances have received worldwide acclaim.

winners

european brass band championships 2009 

ostend, belgium 
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WORLD CHAMPIONS

WORLD brass band championships 2009 

KERKRADE, HOLLAND 

Titan’s Progress

Th is recording uncovers all the tiny details and Mahleresque 
quotations the Austrian Landler, the falling triplets and the 
heroic themes and so on.
 
Th e progress of the main theme is so consistently achieved 
from the beginning to the end that it keeps me on the 
edge of my seat, as does the wonderfully balanced sound 
of Cory Band which matches the intensity of my musical 
expression.

Th ere are many remarkable and intricately worked-out 
highlights in this recording: 
Th e witty farandole, a ‘cheeky’ and teasing Landler which 
asks the question, is there Austrian blood running through 
the conductor’s veins? Th e virtuosity of the climatic fugue 
coupled with the marvellous sound in the majestic fi nal 
chorale is exhilarating!

Finally, I congratulate the outstanding soloists and the 
charming small ensembles of the band. 

Th ank you all so much!

 Hermann Pallhuber 

titan's progress
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Brass Triumphant

Writing music for Cory Band has been a 
real pleasure for me,as well as being very 
challenging. I have tried to make each piece 
diff erent and thus some have been serious, 
others a little bit of fun. Brass Triumphant 
falls between the two styles. I was lucky 
enough to be present at the recording 
sessions and what sessions they were! 

Th e playing of the band was exceptional and 
their attitude was totally professional. It is a 
great thrill for a composer to hear his work 
played virtually perfectly. Under the direction 
of Robert Childs the playing was exciting, 
beautiful, but most of all, great fun to listen 
to. Th e solo playing of David Childs and 
Owen Farr stood out, but the whole band 
deserves praise.

Th is disc is, in my opinion, one of the great 
discs in the brass band catalogue.

                                                                                                                 
Gareth Wood

Brass Triumphant

winners

british open brass band championship 2009 
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winners

european brass band championships 2009

From Ancient Times

Without any doubt, Cory Band under Robert 
Childs are at the top of the brass band world! 
Th eir magnifi cent sound, their virtuosity and 
fl exibility as well as their versatility make them 
‘shine as the light’ within the world of brass 
bands. 

After their impressive 2009 winning 
performances of my latest major brass band 
work From Ancient Times in both the 
European Brass Band Championships and in 
the World Music Contest, I was thrilled that 
they took the work into the recording studio.
 
Although the live contest performances were 
absolutely great, this studio recording surpasses 
them in various ways. Indeed, the overall 
balance and musical shape is excellent and 
thanks to the outstanding recording quality 
and the brilliant playing I can wish for no 
more. Th anks to all.
                                                                                                        
Jan Van Der Roost 

FROM ANCIENT TIMES
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