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'It has been a real pleasure to see the development of this project over some months. 
Joe Cook and Black Dyke Band are real trailblazers, as impressive in musical enterprise 
as they are in technical brilliance. Full marks all round!'   

Philip Wilby

It was with great pleasure that I learned that Joseph Cook was to record my Capriccio. 
I have known Joe since he was 'now't but a lad', playing solo Eb bass with Ever Ready 
Band in the first performance of my Symphony for Brass, Prince Bishops. Since then, 
he has risen to become one of the country's finest exponents of the bass tuba and his 
interpretation of Capriccio is among the finest in record, catching the essence of the 
piece to perfection. 

Rodney Newton
                                                                                                
I was delighted that Joseph Cook was able to record the premiere of my Tuba 
Concerto in its brass band version. This piece came nearly 20 years after my first 
solo for tuba and the delay was in part due to my doubt about the capability of the 
instrument as a truly expressive soloist. Joseph's playing has done much to reassure me 
that my doubts were misplaced and that the tuba can truly hold its own with the more 
common concerto instruments as a vehicle for musical expression - and I'm thrilled 
with the result.    

Philip Sparke

My Tuba Concerto has had many performances, broadcasts and commercial 
recordings in countries around the world during its 32 year existence, in all three 
versions (brass band, orchestra and wind band).  It is, therefore, a great credit to Joseph 
Cook and the superb Black Dyke Band under Nicholas Childs that this recording is one 
of the best that I have had the pleasure to hear. I particular like Joe's lyrical playing in 
the slow movement, where he combines impressive control with a sensitive musicality 
- most compelling!  Congratulations are in order to all concerned.   

Edward Gregson
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Planning your first solo album is both a marvellous 

opportunity and a daunting task, however, from the 

first I knew that I wanted to make a collection of 

pieces that would try to shake off the stereotype of 

the tuba being the clown of western musical 

instruments. 

In the last 50 or so years many composers have seen 

the potential the tuba as a solo instrument, and I’m 

delighted that I’m also able the play some of the 

classics of the serious tuba repertoire, in addition 

to some very recent compositions by our finest 

composers.

I am particularly pleased to include a world première 

recording of Philip Wilby’s Cyrano, 

new music written especially for this recording. 

The pieces on this CD are all by English composers, 

who have embraced and extended the tuba’s solo 

voice within the brass band. 

In October 1993, Black Dyke Band created history as the first British brass band to appear at the Carnegie Hall, New York, 

and a year later they became the first brass band ever to perform at the Royal College of Music. In 2004, the Band was 

proud to be appointed the first ever ‘Band in Residence’ at the Royal Northern College of Music, Manchester.

Many ‘legends’ of the brass world have been associated with the Black Dyke Band over the years, together with a 

significant number who have gone on to enjoy successful careers in the Orchestral world including Jack Pinches (who was 

solo trombone player in  the band at the tender age of 16), William Lang, Maurice Murphy and Rod Franks. Today the Band 

is proud to be associated with a modern day ‘giant’ of the Composing World; Philip Wilby as Musical Associate.

The Black Dyke Band has, throughout its history, enjoyed unparalleled success in the contesting world, being awarded the 

title ‘Champion Band of Great Britain’ no less than 20 times, most recently in October 2004. In their 150th year they also 

became European and British Open Champions 2005, and retained the British Open title in 2006.

The Band is relentless in its quest to perform music of the highest possible standard and upholding its long and fine 

tradition. This desire is summed up perfectly in its motto, taken from the armorial bearings granted in 1857 to John 

Foster: ‘Justum Perficito nihil timeto’  ‘Act justly and fear nothing’.

Joe Cook
Joseph Cook plays exclusively York Eb Tuba YO 3082-2-OCL.
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Concerto for Bass Tuba
 

Commissioned in 1954 by the London 

Symphony Orchestra for their Summer Jubilee 

Concert Season, this was the first large scale 

Concerto for Tuba and Orchestra by an English 

Composer. The soloist for the first performance 

was Philip Catlinet and has since become a 

corner stone of the soloist’s repertoire. The 

piece explores a variety of styles and textures 

in three movements, entitled Prelude, Romanza 

and Finale - Rondo alla Tedesca. 

The first movement, Prelude combines punchy staccato, lyrical dance-like textures, and pentatonic harmonies. These 

contrasting styles are explored by both soloist and accompaniment, until an abrupt change occurs in an extended 

cadenza, which explores the movement’s themes rhapsodically. The movement closes with some jubilant chords. The 

second movement, Romanza is regarded as some of Vaughan-Williams most beautiful writing, depicting times of calm 

and also passion associated with the English Countryside. Finale - Rondo alla Tedesca (Rondo in a German style) is a 

waltz-like virtuosic flurry, sometimes courtly and sometimes suddenly aggressive and determined. The piece finishes 

with a second cadenza for the soloist and final flourish for the accompanists.  This arrangement for tuba and brass band 

has been skilfully made by Phillip Littlemore.

In 1816, in the Yorkshire village of Queenshead - later to become Queensbury, Mr Peter Wharton founded a brass and 

reed band. Amongst the players, on French Horn, was John Foster, owner of the John Foster & Son mill in that small 

village. The life of this band, however, was short lived through declining numbers of players. In 1837, a new band was 

formed - the Queenshead Band, and in September 1855 John Foster & Son ‘adopted’ the band, acquiring for it a new set 

of instruments and attracting new members. In addition to this, a room was provided for practising - The Black Dyke Mills 

Band had been formed.

Most of the Band’s musicians lived in Queensbury and worked in the mill, ensuring a close link to the community that 

remains to this day. The Band has been at the forefront of banding development throughout its history, making one of the 

earliest brass band recordings in 1904 and embarking on a 5 month tour of Canada and the USA in 1906, during which it 

played over 200 concerts and travelled over13,000 miles. Since then, they have featured on no less than 80 recordings, 

and have toured widely throughout Europe and the rest of the world, including Sierra Leone, Japan, Australia and several 

re-visits to Canada and the USA. Amongst its recordings, the band is proud to have been recognised in wider musical 

spheres, in 1996 winning the Music Industries Association Award for the best CD in the Orchestral category with their 

recording of Sir William Walton’s music. 

In February 1999 the Band were nominated for a ‘Grammy Award’ in the ‘Crossover Classical Section’, and this was 

followed a month later by an Oscar nomination, when it provided the backing for the song That’ll Do by Peter Gabriel 

in the film Babe 2. The Band has been proud to enjoy success with other recording artists including Paul McCartney & 

Wings, Tori Amos, Beautiful South, Evelyn Glennie, and, decades earlier, The Beatles on their hit record, Yellow Submarine. 

Television shows, broadcasts, concerts at Music Festivals, The Proms and other high profile events have also seen the 

Band featured with household names such as Lesley Garrett, Elton John, Evelyn Glennie, James Morrison, Rod Franks, Ian 

Bousfield, Philip Smith and many more. 

Black Dyke Band
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Tuba Concerto 

Written in 2006 for the German tuba virtuoso, Markus Theinert, Philip 

Sparks Tuba Concerto captures the qualities associated of his other 

large scale compositions. Tuneful, and instantly accessible, it is still a 

demanding piece, both technically and musically. Played in two joined 

movements, the first movement starts with the solo tuba in noble but 

lyrical mood. The soloist is gradually joined by other voices before a 

further solo cadenza extends previous material. 

The second movement is a scherzo, starting in a somewhat malicious 

way but gradually easing off and becoming more jovial in style whilst 

still retaining its virtuosic demands. The piece skilfully explores the 

range of notes available on the tuba, and the production of different 

timbres throughout that range. 

Philip Sparke studied trumpet, piano and composition at the Royal 

College of Music in London, which is where his interest in writing for 

the brass band medium arose. His first major commission was for the 

Centennial Brass Band Championships in New Zealand, which produced 

Land of the Long White Cloud. He has since enjoyed huge success as a 

composer, composing for all the major brass band festivals throughout 

the world. Philip received the Illes Medal of the Worshipful Company of 

Musicians for composition in September 2000.

Heralded as a leading figure in the worldwide brass community, Dr. Nicholas 

Childs has rightfully achieved the highest international reputation as a 

performer, teacher/clinician, conductor, interpreter and advocate of new music, 

and producer of pacesetting recordings.  His current tenure as Principal Conductor 

and Music Director of the famous Black Dyke Band has been marked not only 

with continued contest success, but with a series of innovative concerts, world 

premieres and recordings of major works for brass band with a variety of soloists 

and musical combinations.  He continues his advocacy of new music within the 

outstanding catalogue of brass and wind band recordings he has recorded and 

produced in his award-winning firm, Doyen Recordings.  He has been particularly 

active in his support for young musicians, and counts his appointment as Artistic 

Director of the National Children’s Brass Band of Great Britain, and Founder and 

Artistic Director of the Yorkshire Youth Brass Band as some of his most influential 

achievements.

As one of the world’s most recognized masters of the euphonium and brass 

specialist, Childs has performed and taught throughout the United Kingdom 

and Europe. Childs also received an honorary doctorate (2006) from Leeds 

Metropolitan University in recognition of his outstanding contribution to 

music, and the Iles Medal (2007) for services to the Brass Band Movement. 

He has recently been elected a liveryman of the Worshipful Company of 

Musicians.

Dr. Nicholas J. Childs, Music Director



Code No. Booklet-Pgs6&11

CYAN     MAGENTA     YELLOW     BLACK

Capriccio 

Capriccio was originally written for James Gourlay in the 

early 1990s but has since become a central piece of repertoire 

for tuba players. The piece is structured around two recurring 

themes, heard throughout the piece, and is split into three 

joined sections. The first section, after an introduction from 

the band, starts with a cadenza, which leads into the first 

main theme of the piece, which forms the development of 

this section. The second is much more lyrical and indulgent, 

enjoying a very romantic tune which is passed between the 

tuba soloist and other solo voices from the band. The final 

section serves as a developing recapitulation, replaying both 

earlier themes, and followed by an exciting flourish.

Rodney Newton is a composer of many different talents. 

Having been a very well respected percussionist working 

with some of the finest orchestras and conductors, Rodney 

went on to compose music for a variety of styles and genres, 

including writing for television and cinema. His time in music 

publishing saw him work with such composers as Robert 

Simpson, Simon Bainbridge and George Lloyd.

With the band he has been fortunate enough to share in many contest successes, 

including twice National Champions, twice British Open Champions and once 

European Champions. In 2006 Joseph received the Stanley Wainwright Memorial 

Trophy for the Best Soloist at the British Open Championships at Symphony 

Hall, Birmingham. Over the years Joseph has studied with tuba players such as 

Brian Kingsley, Patrick Harrild, James Gourlay and Roger Bobo. In 2007 Joseph 

performed the Vaughan-Williams Tuba Concerto with the Northern Sinfonia 

and in 2008 he performed the same Concerto with the Black Dyke Band at the 

Festival of Brass at the Royal Northern College of Music. 

In the summer of 2002 Joseph was given scholarships for postgraduate study 

at the Royal Academy of Music and also the Royal Northern College of Music. 

Joseph is also Tuba tutor at the International Brass Band Summer School. As 

well as playing with the Black Dyke Band he is busy as an orchestral musician, 

chamber musician and soloist, performing with such ensembles as the Northern 

Sinfonia, Manchester Camerata, York Guildhall, White River Brass, Fine Arts Brass 

and Jazz Action, as well as performing solo recitals throughout Europe. 
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Cyrano 

Completed in 2008, this is a long awaited piece for tuba by a composer I’ve admired for as long as I’ve played. 

There are two musical parts. The first, Soldier and Poet, contrasts Cyrano’s magnificent style as a swordsman 

with his softer side as a romantic poet. Both are made clear in the music, moving from flurries of triplets into 

more tranquil and lyrical textures, exploring the extremes of the soloist’s range. 

The second movement takes Ronsard’s last word in the play as its title. Panache is a theme and variations on 

the popular 17th century tune La Folia, and builds from the bottom of the band upwards, developing a truly 

neo-baroque technical display. The most poignant section is the ‘Balcony Scene’. Here Cyrano (the soloist) feeds 

poetic lines to Christian (played by a second tuba, here skilfully performed by Phillip Goodwin) for him to pass 

onto his beloved Roxanne. Inevitably, with true tragicomic pathos, the apprentice cannot keep up with the 

master. The piece finishes with a final variation in true swashbuckling style. 

 

Philip Wilby was born in Pontefract in 1949 and studied Music at Keble College, Oxford. His interest in 

composition was awoken by Herbert Howells, who extramural compositional classes he attended as a violinist 

in the National Youth Brass Band of Great Britain. Having worked as a professional violinist with the Covent 

Garden and City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestras, Philip took the post of Principal Lecturer in Composition 

at the University of Leeds in 1972, where I first met Professor Wilby whilst studying at the University. Philip 

has since composed extensively for brass band, and many of his works having been featured as test pieces for 

major competitions throughout the world, including the British Open, British National and European Brass 

Band Championships. Philip’s 1999 brass band composition ....Dove Descending was featured in the 2007 BBC 

Proms at the Royal Albert Hall, London.

Joseph Cook

Joseph was born in County Durham into a musical family. His father was a former 

principal cornet and his mother a former flugel horn player and now tenor horn 

player with the Ever Ready Brass Band. He started playing tuba at the local 

secondary school at the age of 12. With encouragement from his parents and 

close friends within the Ever Ready Band he joined the Boldon Colliery Brass Band. 

Within two years he had auditioned and gained entry into the National Youth Brass 

Band of Great Britain, at the same time as being accepted to join the Ever Ready 

Brass Band.

From 1996 to 1999 Joseph was a member of the National Brass Band of Great 

Britain and for the final two years he was the bands principal tuba player. During 

that time he achieved such accolades as being twice a National Semi-finalist in the 

BBC Young Musician of the Year competition, National Semi-finalist in the Shell 

London Symphony Orchestra Scholarship Competition, Winner of the 1997 Harry 

Mortimer Solo Competition and British Open Tuba Champion 2000.

In 1999 Joseph commenced study at the University of Leeds reading Music and 

Electrical Engineering, and in the May of that year he was asked to join the Black 

Dyke Band, where he still plays today as principal tuba. With the band he has toured 

extensively and is often featured as a soloist throughout the United Kingdom and 

overseas, including the USA, Canada, France, Belgium, Holland, Bermuda and 

Ireland. 
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Tuba Concerto 

Written in 1976 to be played by legendary John Fletcher, accompanied by the Besses o’ th’ Barn Band, Gregson’s Tuba 

Concerto is now a further essential part of the tuba players’ serious repertoire. The piece is in three separate movements, 

following a slow-fast-slow pattern. 

The first movement is built around two contrasting themes, one rhythmic and the other more lyrical. The movement 

also includes a quotation from the opening parts of the Vaughan-Williams Tuba Concerto. The second movement is 

a beautiful cantabile melody, which is explored by the soloist and band building in dynamic momentum, but opening 

and closing equally calmly. The final movement is in two sections, the first displaying an extended heroic tune which is 

passed around the band with interjections from the soloist, and the second part a contrasting jazz-like section. The piece 

closes triumphantly with references to the first movement.

Edward Gregson is one of the country’s most respected composers, having had his compositions performed widely 

in concert and on radio and television throughout the world. Having formed his musical roots is The Salvation Army, 

Professor Gregson went on to study composition at the Royal Academy of Music in London under Alan Bush. He is 

currently the Principal at the Royal Northern College of Music in Manchester and exerts a wide influence in the world 

of further musical education. His major compositions for brass band in recent years have included The Trumpets of the 

Angels, An Age of Kings and an extended version of his Variations on Laudate Dominum. 


