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The Cossack 
Colas Breugnon  
Hejre Kati   
Cornet Soloist Mark Wilkinson

Moto Perpetuo
Hymn to Barossa
Marianne    
Flugel Horn Soloist Helen Williams

Danzón No. 2 
Innuendo
Episode    
Tenor Horn Soloist Lesley Howie

Brass Explosion!
Be My Love   
Euphonium Soloist Glyn Williams

For the Love of a Princess
Spinning Song 
Marimba Soloist Mark Landon

Suite Gothique
i.  Prière à Notre-Dame              

ii. Toccata                                  

William Rimmer
Dmitri Kabalevsky arr. Bennett
Jenő Hubay arr. Snell

Ottokar Nováček arr. Snell
Andy Scott
Martin Bunce arr. Brodie

Arturo Márquez arr. Broadbent
Freddie Mercury arr. Meechan
Peter Graham

Andy Scott
Nicholas Brodzsky arr. Farr

James Horner arr. Duncan
Felix Mendelssohn arr. Snell

Léon Boëllmann arr. Ball
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Programme Notes

The Cossack     

William Rimmer was the first conductor of the Foden’s Motor Works Band and was also considered 

to be king of British march compositions. The Cossack was written for Foden’s and the pride in the 

wearing of the red jacket can be heard in every note.

Colas Breugnon     

Taken from Dmitri Kabalevsky’s opera, this overture is full of fire and technique, showing Foden’s 

at their very best.

Hejre Kati    

Cornet Soloist Mark Wilkinson

By the renowned violinist, composer and teacher Jeno Hubay, this piece, originally composed a solo 

for violin, has been arranged for solo cornet by Howard Snell. It is based on a Hungarian gypsy dance 

and given a stunning performance by Foden’s Principal Cornet player Mark Wilkinson.

Moto Perpetuo     

Who would have thought that a piece of music written for violin with piano accompaniment would 

work for full brass band? Sit back and enjoy all the band members demonstrating scintillating 

technique.

Hymn to Barossa    

The Battle of Barossa was commissioned jointly by Foden’s Band and Ivor Stephenson from Armagh 

came to Birmingham Town Hall and he went to listen to the concert 
with Bram, which was to be a turning point in Jim's playing career. 
The band's sound had a lasting impression and in 1960 he wrote to 
Rex Mortimer on Bram’s recommendation for an audition. He was 
offered the position on 5th man down, becoming in the process the 
band's youngest member. Jimmie had found his band!

In these early years he was moved from 5th man to repiano, a 
position he really enjoyed as the soprano cornet player at the time 
was the famous Charlie Cook, an all-time great and a close friend. 
Jim learned a lot from him and also played duets in the local tavern. 
He later played next to Granville Jennings, who joined the band on 
soprano in 1963. Granville and Jimmie are both now librarians at 
Foden's and have been such for many years together. Jim has a saying 
that ‘Granville does all the work and I take all the glory!’

After working his way through the cornet ranks Jimmie played second 
man to Teddy Gray, another all-time great. Standing up and playing 
duets with Ted was one of the highlights of Jim’s musical career. In 
1967, Jim stepped down from the band to spend more time with his 
young family, since his wife, Louise, was in poor health. After her first successful heart operation in 
1974, Jim returned to the band. He played 2nd horn for a spell of six months and then 2nd baritone 
for a further 14 years, his last contest being at the Royal Albert Hall in 1998. His final concert 
meanwhile was at Congleton Town Hall in January 2000. 

Since then, Jimmie has been the custodian of Foden's unique library, and the meticulous way in 
which he has organised it will surely be Jimmie's lasting legacy to the band. His knowledge of the 
archives, pride in the band's heritage combined with his generous disposition truly makes him 'one 
in a million'.

Mark Wilkinson

November 2010
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Old Boys Band to celebrate a thriving ten-year-long association between the bands in 2010. This 

moving hymn is taken from the original 16-minute work.

Marianne     

Flugel Horn Soloist Helen Williams

This solo was originally written for the National Youth Jazz Orchestra and displays Helen Williams’ 

mellow flugel sound in laidback style.

Danzón No. 2     

Danzón No. 2 was included on the programme of the Simon Bolivar Youth Orchestra on their 2007 

tour of Europe and the United States. As a result of the strong public response to the orchestra's 

performance of the piece, Danzón No. 2 is now established as one of the orchestra’s signature 

pieces. It has been arranged exclusively for Foden’s Band by Derek Broadbent.

Innuendo      

The title track of legendary pop group Queen’s final album, Innuendo was written as a tribute to 

Led Zepplin. It has been arranged very cleverly for brass band by Peter Meechan and features David 

Morton and Nick Jackson, from the cornet section, as trumpet duettists.

Episode      

Tenor Horn Soloist Lesley Howie

Episode is a bustling and energetic work for tenor horn, which includes plenty of cadenza work to 

show off the talents of Foden’s Solo Horn player, Lesley Howie.

Jimmie Charles
A fifty-year association with Foden’s Band

On 12 December 1960 Jimmie Charles stepped off the train in Sandbach and joined Foden’s Band 
aged 16 years old. This was the start of what was to become a long association with Foden’s.

Jimmie was born in June 1944 in the South Staffordshire mining village of Walsall Wood. At an early 
age, Jimmy was keen to play a brass instrument and joined The Salvation Army, where he played 
baritone in the band.

Jim’s uncle, who played in Aldridge Silver Band, asked him if he would like to play the cornet and he 
was duly handed a Boosey cornet, with no case, which he kept in a Palethorps sausage box. After six 
months of lessons from his uncle he joined the band on 3rd cornet. When Jim was 12 he went as a 
part time student to the Birmingham School of Music to study under Bram Gay, whilst working his 
way through the cornet ranks with his local band, reaching Principal Cornet at the age of 14.

On leaving school Jim started an electrical apprenticeship at the local coal mine. These were busy 
times as he was also playing with the School of Music Orchestra, Wind Band and the NYBB. Foden’s 
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Brass Explosion!     

Using a theme from Handel's Music for The Royal Fireworks, this piece was originally composed for 

the first ‘Brass Explosion Festival’ in Singapore 2010 and was premièred by the Desford Band.

Be My Love     

Euphonium Soloist Glyn Williams

Taken from the 1950 movie The Toast of New Orleans, this song was made famous by the late great 

Mario Lanzo. Foden’s solo euphonium player Glyn Williams wears his heart on his sleeve in this 

passionate rendition.

For the Love of a Princess   

For the Love of a Princess is the love theme from the 1995 Academy Award winning film Braveheart, 

tastefully arranged for band by Scotsman Andy Duncan.

Spinning Song     

Marimba Soloist Mark Landon

Also known as The Bee’s Wedding, Spinning Song is one of Mendelssohn’s famous Songs 

without Words. Originally composed for piano, it has been arranged here for marimba with band 

accompaniment by Howard Snell and is performed with great skill by Principal Percussionist Mark 

Landon.

Prière à Notre-Dame & Toccata from Suite Gothique   

Boëllman’s Suite Gothique was composed for organ in 1895 and transcribed famously for brass band 

by Eric Ball. Here we hear the final two movements, the beautiful and emotional Prière à Notre-

Dame and then the fiery Toccata, which shows off the magnificent bass sound of a Foden’s Band 

at full throttle!

This highly successful start to his career led to him being much in demand with bands all over the 

country. Further relationships have seen him work with BT Band and Ratby Co-operative Band. 

As Professional Conductor he has worked with both Flowers Band and Tredegar and as Associate 

Conductor with Leyland Band. Indeed he has enjoyed contest success with every band he has worked 

with on a regular basis!

Michael also has a reputation for high quality entertaining concert programming and has worked 

with bands such as Fairey and Carlton Main Frickley Colliery.

Educational work also forms an important part of Michael’s musical life. He has been Trombone 

Tutor to the Wessex Band Summer School since 1990 and a member of the conducting team since 

1994. This culminated with him being appointed to the position of Musical Director in 2010. He has 

been a regular visitor to the ensembles of the Barnsley Performing Arts Department and has also 

delivered staff training on conducting for that service. He is also a regular guest conductor for school 

projects in both Staffordshire and Leicestershire and undertakes much training work with bands of 

all levels from championship section to youth.

Once described as 'One of the leading young interpreters of modern brass styles' (Brass Band 

World magazine) Michael has packed much experience into his career so far, having conducted 

at International Festivals, recorded for both BBC Radio 2 and 3, recorded many commercial 

CDs, directed premières and conducted concerto appearances of eminent soloists. His skills of 

accompaniment are held in high regard and in 2007 he conducted the Concerto Final of the Soloist 

Competition of the European Brass Band Championships to critical acclaim.

In addition to his work with Ratby Co-Operative Band, 2009 saw Michael delighted to accept two 

major appointments. Firstly, following a win at the 2008 Scottish Open as guest conductor, to become 

Professional Musical Director of the Co-operative Funeralcare Band, a relationship that has already 

enjoyed further success by becoming the 2010 All England International Masters Champions and 

secondly, in somewhat of a musical full circle, to become Associate Conductor of Foden's Band.
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Michael Fowles

Widely regarded as one of the leading conductors of his generation, Michael’s earliest musical 
education came from the peripatetic services of North Staffordshire. This led to honours degree 
studies at the Royal Northern College of Music in Manchester, during which time he undertook a 
post graduate course studying conducting with Howard Snell and was a member of the trombone 
section of Britannia Building Society (Foden's) Band.

Upon completion of his studies Michael was invited to work at the RNCM as a conductor and 
administrator, working with the brass band, brass ensembles and within the Opera Department 
excerpt programme, which he did for five years.

Whilst working at the RNCM, Michael’s conducting career took flight with the Point of Ayr Band 
from North Wales. During his five year tenure the band enjoyed what is arguably its most successful 
period, winning the Welsh Regional Championships twice, many entertainment contest victories and 

in 1998 representing Wales at the European Championships, gaining third prize. 

Conductor              

Mike Fowles

 

Principal Cornet     

Mark Wilkinson

Solo Cornet           

Dave Morton

Nick Jackson

Ian Raisbeck

 

Soprano               

Richard Poole

Repiano               

Anita Dale

2nd Cornet           

Andy Rolfe

Fumika Kimura

3rd Cornet            

Nicky Lees

Lucy Chivers

Flugel Horn          

Helen Williams

Solo Horn            

Lesley Howie

1st Horn              

Chris Haigh

2nd Horn             

Andrew Howard-Smith

 

Solo Euphonium   

Glyn Williams

2nd Euphonium    

Mark Bousie

Emily Braverman

Solo Baritone      

Natsumi Inaba

2nd Baritone        

Mike Warriner

 Solo Trombone    

Rebecca Lundberg

2nd Trombone     

David MacLeod

Bass Trombone    

Shaun Farrington

 

Eb Bass            

Stewart Baglin

Matthew Hindle

Bb Bass            

Simon Gresswell       

Matt Wade

 

Percussion           

Mark Landon

Chris Bastock

Anthony Mann

 

 

Personnel
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Foden's Band

The origins of the band go back to 1900 when the village of Elworth, near Sandbach in Cheshire, 
formed its own band having been let down by its attempt to secure the services of the nearby town 
band to feature in the celebrations marking the relief of Mafeking in the Boer War.

After a couple of years the village band was wound up, but from that base local industrialist Edwin 
Foden formed the Foden's Motor Works Band. For a few years the new band had modest ambitions, 
but in 1908 a fundamental reorganisation took place and, by the following year, it had achieved 
Championship Section status, a prestigious position that has been maintained ever since.

The band has been a prize winner at the coveted British Open Championship 32 times, winning nine 
times outright, including a hat-trick in 1926, '27 and '28.  The band has also been a prize winner 37 
times at the National Championships of Great Britain, 12 times as winner, including an unparalleled 
double hat trick in 1932, '33 and '34 and 1936, '37 and '38.

Under its former title, the band was ordered to play by Royal Command on three occasions: in 
1913 for King George V and Queen Mary, in 1938 at Windsor Castle for King George VI and Queen 
Elizabeth, and most recently in 1983 where the band had the honour of playing for Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth II at Buckingham Palace.

In wartime, the band toured Europe for ENSA and in peacetime it toured Canada, South Africa 
and Israel.

In July 1986 the band accepted sponsorship from Britannia Building Society. The band maintained 
its position as one of the country's leading bands, becoming BBC Band of the Year in 1990 and 1992, 
European Champions in 1992 and French Open Champions in 1998.

Becoming All England Masters Champions in 1990, 1991, 1994 and 1995, the band emerged as the 
most consistent band in this field, and in 1993 it became the first British band to win the Swiss Open 
Championships.

In 1997 the band accepted new sponsorship from the French instrument manufacturer Antoine 
Courtois that also allowed the band to go back to its original name of Foden's. With this fresh impetus 
the band again experienced major Championship success, winning the coveted title Champion Band 
of Great Britain in October 1999.

Since then Foden's became the North West Regional Champions in 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003 and 
in consecutive years from 2006 to 2010. They were crowned International Masters Champions in 
2002, 2006 and 2008, USA Open Champions in 2003, English National Champions in 2006, British 
Open Champions in 2004 and 2008, Tameside Whit Friday Champions in consecutive years from 
2002 to 2009, National Finals runners up in 2007, 2008 and 2009 and Brass in Concert Champions 
in 2009.

As well as being extremely successful on the contest field, Foden's are in great demand for concerts 
in the UK and abroad due to their diversity and entertaining choice of programmes. Recent tours 
abroad have included Italy, Switzerland, the USA, Ireland, France, Norway and Israel.

For further information visit www.fodensband.co.uk


