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“Proof that the tuba, the comedian of the orchestra, is a credible solo instrument 
abounds in the brilliance of Neish”  Classical Music Magazine

“The player who most reminds me of John Fletcher today is Les Neish”
Bramwell Tovey -  International Conductor

“A world class, state of the art tubist and a superb musician”  
Roger Bobo - Conductor and Brass Legend
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Introduction

After the success of my debut CD Salt of the Earth, I was always aware that a follow-up recording was going 

to be a tricky task. The two years between my first recording and the release of Shine have certainly been 

exciting and for me the most musically rewarding. With performances throughout the world, it really has 

been a wonderful journey with my tuba and I will never forget rehearsing, recording and jamming with Sting 

in his house in Tuscany - a story I will certainly be able to tell my children and grandchildren in the future!

The title for this disc was thought up many years ago by my good friend Dr Peter Meechan. As a first year 

student at music college I was keen to commission a new piece, so Pete came up with the idea of a concerto 

called Shine (an anagram of my surname). Ten years on and I premièred Shine at the Royal Northern College 

of Music Festival of Brass, January 2011 with Howard Evans and the Grimethorpe Colliery Band. This work is 

another gem in the tuba repertoire and the perfect title track for this disc.

There are so many people to thank when it comes to recording a CD. The team at World of Sound have been 

amazing as always; Nicki Tonge for her organisational and page turning skills, Adam Goldsmith for his ability 

to push me to the limit to get the results and the sleepless nights he endured to make this a great product 

and Andrew Wainwright for the excellent artwork too. A special thanks to Martyn Parkes for his musicianship 

and inspirational repertoire ideas. A huge thanks to all of my family and friends who have supported me over 

the years and also my wife, Debbie, for being a star!

Finally, thanks must go to you, for purchasing and listening to this CD. As a youngster, I always had an 

ambition to record solo discs and to fulfil that goal is such a thrill. I really hope you enjoy the CD and variety 

of repertoire on display.

Wingates Band 

Wingates Band was formed in 1873 by members of the Bible Class of Wingates Independent Methodist 

Church in the town of Westhoughton. For the first 20 years or so, whilst the quality of the band improved 

steadily, its main activities were church walking days, civic processions and concerts and contests within the 

Lancashire area.

In 1891, the band signed its first professional conductor, William Rimmer. By the turn of the century, Rimmer 

had turned Wingates from a local band into one of Britain’s foremost brass bands, culminating in 1906 with 

the band achieving national fame by winning the ‘Double’, namely the British Open and the British National 

Championships. The following year, Wingates astounded the brass band world by winning the Double yet 

again, an accomplishment that has only been achieved on one other occasion since. 

One of the proudest moments for the band came in 1986 when Wingates became the first ever traditional 

British brass band to play in St Paul’s Cathedral, London in the presence of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 

and HRH Prince Philip. 

Throughout the subsequent century, Wingates has remained in the top echelon of the British brass band 

movement and has won innumerable championships, trophies and accolades. 

Three prominent signs proclaiming: 'Welcome to Wingates – Home of the world famous band' have been 

erected by Westhoughton Town Council at the Wingates district boundary as an honour for the role it has 

played as National and International ambassador for the town since mid-Victorian times.
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Les Neish

Les Neish is one of the leading tuba players of his generation. His endeavours as a tuba player have gained 
him recognition as a soloist, chamber musician and educator throughout the world. His career has been 
extremely diverse with highlights including a performance at Millennium Park, Chicago and even performing 
on an album with the pop star Sting.

He gained a First Class Honours degree, Professional Performance Diploma and Postgraduate Diploma with 
Distinction from the Royal Northern College of Music, Manchester. As an alumnus, Les is proud to hold 
positions as tuba tutor and conductor at the Junior RNCM as well as the role of Besson visiting tutor at this 
prestigious conservatoire. 

Always pushing the boundaries, Les became the first tuba player to be awarded the Worshipful Company of 
Dyers Award for Wind and Brass at the Royal Overseas League Competition and performed the first solo tuba 
recital at the Bridgewater Hall, Manchester. 

His debut solo CD Salt of the Earth has been received to great critical acclaim, winning Brass Band World, 
British Bandsman and 4barsrest.com Solo CD of the Year awards and receiving airtime on BBC Radio 3.

Away from solo performance, Les is privileged to be part of the tuba section of the world famous, American 
based, Brass Band of Battle Creek and, as a chamber musician, is a member of the Fine Arts Brass Ensemble, 
a group which has performed for over 30 years in over 60 countries. 
 
With a playing schedule that takes him throughout Europe, Australia and the United States, Les is dedicated 
to raising the profile of an instrument that is sometimes forgotten at the back of an orchestra. He really is 
proving that the tuba has so much more to offer! For more info visit www.tuba-artist.com

Executive Producer: Trevor Caffull                  
Producer: Adam Goldsmith                                 

Engineer: Alistair Barker                                 
Post-Production: Adam Goldsmith & Feargus Murphy                       

Production Manager: Nicki Tonge                 
Design & Artwork: Andrew Wainwright      

Photography: Devmac Photography    
Typesetting: Nathan Power         

Recorded by World of Sound on 20 March 2011 & 22 July 2011 
at William Hulme Grammar School, Manchester.
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Concert Etude op. 49  Alexander Goedicke

Notes by Les Neish:
Alexander Fyodorovich Goedicke was a Russian composer, pianist, organist and pedagogue of German 
descent. He studied with Safonov and G. Pabst (piano) and Arensky (composition) at the Moscow 
Conservatory, graduating in 1898. Goedicke pursued a career on all four fronts with his compositional 
efforts being rewarded when he won the Rubenstein Prize for Composition at the young age of 23. Goedicke 
numbers among a sizeable group of fine Russian musicians who virtually disappeared from view in the 
Soviet age, displaying neither the rebellious nature to attract the attention of refuseniks or Westerners nor 
the mindless adherence to political diktats which might have attracted state patronage. His large output of 
symphonies, operas and chamber music remains to be explored but he is remembered for his Concert Etude 
for trumpet, which is used in recitals and auditions by trumpet players throughout the world.

The work carries two distinct themes. The first opens the piece in G minor at a lively pace. The second theme 
occurs in the relative major, Bb major, marked cantabile, contrasting in tonality and texture to the opening. 
The first subject briefly reoccurs in the tonic before spinning off into various other keys, which are outlined 
in double-tongued chords. It then settles in the tonic major where the second theme is recapitulated. This is 
followed by a brief recapitulation of the first theme in the tonic and a coda. This arrangement will hear the 
tuba performing the work at trumpet pitch. 

Sicilienne and Rigaudon  Fritz Kreisler

Notes by Les Neish:
Austrian born Fritz Kreisler was revered as one of the finest violinists of his day; he composed many works for 
piano and violin, amongst them Praeludium and Allegro, recorded on Les’ debut solo CD, Salt of the Earth.
Many of Kreisler’s works were pastiches in an ostensible style of earlier composers. Published in 1910, 
Praeludium and Allegro was falsely attributed to Italian violinist and composer Gaetano Pugnani. Other 
works at this time such as Allegretto and his Andantino were falsely attributed to composers Luigi Boccherini 
and Giovanni Battista Martini respectively and it was only in 1935, much to the dismay of critics, that Kreisler 
revealed that he in fact wrote many of these works.

In the case of Sicilienne and Rigaudon, they were attributed to eighteenth-century French violinist/composer 
François Francoeur. The pieces are simple and charming, providing a challenge for any tuba player to perform 
with the aplomb of a violinist.

Martyn Parkes

Martyn Parkes is a Graduate of the University of Hull and the RNCM, where he was subsequently appointed 
as a member of staff between 2000 and 2006. Following this, he was appointed as a member of the 
accompaniment team at the renowned Chetham's School of Music in Manchester in 2006, a position which 
he still holds. 

He is in regular demand as a coach, accompanist and orchestral pianist and has worked with the BBC 
Philharmonic Orchestra, Halle Orchestra and Manchester Camerata, to name but a few. His recent projects 
include official accompanist for The Kiri Prize in association with BBC Radio 2. He was also the official 
accompanist for BBC television's Classical Star in 2007. 

On the recital front, Martyn has accompanied numerous concerts throughout the world, including the highly 
acclaimed recital at St Martin-in-the-Fields with Les. He is delighted to feature again with Les on Shine after 
the success of Salt of the Earth and once again has enjoyed the challenge of discovering new repertoire for 
the tuba!
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Capriccio  Rodney Newton

Notes by Rodney Newton:
I wrote Capriccio for James Gourlay back in 1986 to demonstrate the agility and range of the modern Eb tuba 
in an entertaining manner. The work may be regarded as a concertante piece rather a fully-formed concerto. 
The principal material consists of a bright, syncopated theme contrasted with a lyrical second subject. These 
ideas are passed between soloist and band before a strong climax leads to a romantic melody which gives 
the soloist an opportunity to show the expressive qualities of the instrument. The music of the first section 
makes a reappearance in altered form and this leads, after a cadenza for the soloist and a repeat of the main 
idea, to a return of the romantic melody from the full band. The soloist plays the main theme once more, and 
a coda based on the opening material brings the piece to a rousing conclusion.

Song for the Skies  Paul Lovatt-Cooper

Notes by Paul Lovatt-Cooper:
Song for the Skies was commissioned by Les Neish and was given its world première on 9 December 2010 
with the James Madison University Brass Band in Harrisonburg, Virginia, USA.
 
Les asked me to compose a slow melody that highlights the wonderful sonorous sound of the tuba. I am a 
big fan of Les and of the instrument and knowing his capabilities as a soloist I wanted to experiment with the 
range and colour of the instrument in this solo. 

After a warm introduction from the ensemble, the soloist enters almost timeless over the muted cornets. 
The melody when it is first heard has a somewhat haunting celtic feel to it. It is intentionally marked as con 
rubato so that the soloist can really put their own musical stamp on the music. As the haunting melody 
repeats again this time in a new key, the accompaniment takes more of a role within the piece of music, 
performing counter-melodies within this second section.

The middle of the piece introduces a new secondary melodic device that serves as an introduction to the 
original melody played in all its glory by the ensemble. This dies away to leave the second part of the melody 
in the euphoniums and baritones as the soloist plays a soaring counter-melody in the highest register of the 
instrument.

Mark Bousie

Mark was born in Burton-on-Trent, Staffordshire in 1976 and studied 

euphonium with Steven Mead at the Royal Northern College of Music in 

Manchester, gaining both the Harry Mortimer and Phillip Jones Awards.

His successes as a soloist include the Wind Section of the 2000 Tunbridge 

Wells International Young Concert Artists Competition, reaching the semi-

finals of the Leonard Falcone International Euphonium Competition (held 

in Michigan, USA) and being placed second at the 2002 British Open Solo 

Championships for Brass Instruments. He was also a semi-finalist in both the 

BBC TV and Radio 2 Young Musician Competitions.

Mark has made solo appearances at the Purcell Room, London; Bridgewater Hall, Manchester and in 

Budapest. In March 2008 he delivered a recital at Ohio State University and worked with local bands in the 

Columbus area, returning in 2009 and 2010 appearing as a soloist and clinician at the Ohio Brass Arts Festival 

and delivering masterclasses at Capital University.  

Mark was the Principal Euphonium of the Sellers International Band and then occupied the same position 

with the Fairey Band. In October 2009 Mark was delighted to join the euphonium section of the famous 

Foden’s Band.

Mark is also well known as a successful conductor. He was the Musical Director of Sellers International Youth 

Band who, under his leadership, became one of the leading youth brass bands in Great Britain, culminating 

in them winning the Advanced Section of the National Youth Brass Championships in 2009. Mark was also 

the Musical Director of St Helens Youth Brass until 2011 and is the Associate Conductor of the Royal Buckley 

Town Band in North Wales. 
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The piece starts to return home with a recapitulation of the introduction, followed by the second part of the 
original melody by the soloist. After a momentary reflective solo from the soloist, the introduction is used for 
a final time before the tuba guides us home to conclude.

Floating Dreams  Peter Meechan

Notes by Peter Meechan:
Floating Dreams, for tuba and CD, was written in 2007. I wanted to write a slow work with CD accompaniment 
and after some work at the piano I came up with the opening melodies and chord sequences on which the 
whole work is based.

The title was suggested by my wife, Julie (the piece is dedicated to her) who, after hearing it for the first time, 
suggested that it "sounded like a floating dream".

Concertino for Tuba and Piano  Evžen Zámečník

Notes by Les Neish:
Evžen Zámečník is a versatile musician, organiser and teacher from the Czech Republic; composer of chamber, 
vocal, operatic, orchestral and symphonic music. Born in 1939 in northern Moravia in the Czech Republic, he 
studied violin and composition at the Brno Conservatory and then at the Janáček Music Academy with Jan 
Kapr, where in 1968, he graduated with a degree in composition with his one opera, La farce du cuvier (The 
Farce of a Tub).

He was a violinist for many years with the Janáček Opera and the Brno State Philharmonic Orchestras. 
Following that, he served as an artistic consultant for five years at the Janáček Opera House. He has conducted 
and managed the Brno Brass Ensemble since 1982. In 1994, he was named Director of the Brno Conservatory 
of Music, a post he held until 2002.

His five movement Concertino for Tuba and Piano was used as the set work for the International Tuba 
Competition, held in Brno in 2000. From a field of 52 competitors, Les and Martyn performed in all the rounds 
of the competition, gaining second place overall. They also received a special prize for the best interpretation 
of this set work in the semi-final round of the competition. 

David Thornton

David Thornton is regarded as one of the foremost euphonium players 
and teachers of his generation and his work as a soloist, conductor and 

educator is renowned throughout the brass playing world.

He has held solo euphonium positions with the Fairey Band 
and the Black Dyke Band having won European, National and 
British Open titles during this time. David is currently the solo 
euphonium player with the world famous Brighouse and 
Rastrick Band.

David began his euphonium lessons at just eight years old and 
only five years later became the first ever euphonium player 
to gain a place at Chetham’s School of Music, one of the UK’s 
most prestigious institutions for specialist musical education.

Since then his success has earned him many awards, such 
as scholarships from the Countess of Munster Trust and the 
Yamaha Music Foundation of Europe, a hat trick of solo awards 
at the National Euphonium Conference, first prize at the Verso Il 
Millenio International Euphonium Competition, but most notably 
as the International Euphonium Player of the Year in 2001.

As a recording artist, David has released two award winning 
solo albums, Three Worlds and Devil’s Duel. He also tutors 

at the Royal Northern College of Music, the University 
of Huddersfield and Chetham's School of Music, as 

well as holding visiting tutor roles at the Birmingham 
Conservatoire and the Royal Welsh College of Music 
and Drama.
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After a short unaccompanied passage, the final section emerges juxtaposing new solo lines and material 
from the opening section. This builds in momentum, and difficulty for the soloist, as the piece reaches its 
climatic ending.

Shine is dedicated to my good friend, fellow Liverpool supporter, and amazing musician, Les Neish.

The Prayer  Carole Bayer Sager & David Foster arr. Luc Vertommen
Les Neish - Tuba, David Thornton - Euphonium, Mark Bousie - Conductor

Notes by Les Neish:
The Prayer was originally composed in 1801, but is more commonly known as a duet between Celine Dion 
and Andrea Bocelli. The Prayer won the Golden Globe Award for Best Original Song from the Quest for 

Camelot movie in 1999, the second win in a row for a Celine 
Dion song. It was also nominated for an Academy Award for 

Best Original Song in 1999 and a Grammy Award for Best 
Pop Collaboration with Vocals in 2000.

This beautiful song, arranged by Luc Vertommen, features 
Les performing with David Thornton, conducted by Mark 

Bousie. The work is almost a benediction to close this CD 
recording and is dedicated to Les’ former Junior RNCM 

tutor, Carl Richardson. An inspirational teacher and 
great character, he was struck down with leukemia 
aged 25 years and had a relapse two years later. After 
a long battle, he passed away in July 2006 at the age 

of 31. It is fitting that David and Mark join Les for 
this piece as they were both great friends of 

Carl and this is the perfect way to leave a 
lasting dedication to such a great man.  

And Everything is Still  Andy Scott

Notes by Andy Scott:
Inspired by a poem written by Lemn Sissay (taken from his children’s book The Emperor’s Watchmaker) And 
Everything is Still was commissioned by the Royal Northern College of Music and was premièred in June 
2008 in a concert that marked the retirement of the College Principal, Edward Gregson. Originally scored for 
flute and piano, it was subsequently arranged as a feature for tenor horn with brass band (for Leslie Howie 
and Foden's Band). A simple melody unravels alongside delicate harmonic statements, creating a calm and 
gentle atmosphere.

‘Les is an inspiration to tuba players worldwide, with his stunning playing, creative projects and recordings. 
Les and I collaborated on the award-winning CD Salt of the Earth with Foden's Band and Martyn Parkes. The 
CD Double Trouble, with Barbara Thompson, James Gourlay, Tubalate and Foden's, has also been part of a 
fantastic journey which I have thoroughly enjoyed. I am delighted that Les has chosen to present the world 
première recording of And Everything is Still (tuba version) as he makes the piece sound like his own; the 
passion, delicacy of shaping of phrases and singing tone are all there in abundance. Thank you Les!’ 

Shine  Peter Meechan

Notes by Peter Meechan:
Shine is my second large-scale work for solo tuba, following on from my concerto Episodes and Echoes. 
Like the concerto, Shine was commissioned and premièred by Les Neish – the title being an anagram of the 
soloist's surname.

Although in one movement, Shine has three large sections, each requiring virtuosic skill and dexterity 
from the soloist. The opening section features lots of bright, metallic sounds – muted cornets along with 
glockenspiel and vibraphone providing the accompaniment to soloist as they demonstrate the range and 
flexibility of the tuba.

The second section gives the soloist the opportunity to demonstrate the considerable lyricism that the tuba 
is capable of. The solo line weaves in and out of textures in the accompaniment, exchanging snippets of 
melody with other players in the ensemble.


