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 1.  *The BB&CF © R. Smith & Co  J. Ord Hume 4.17
 2.   A Bandsman’s Overture © Anglo Music Philip Sparke 6.09
 3.  *Rusalka’s Song to the Moon © Chandos Music 
  Cornet Soloist Richard Marshall Antonín Dvořák arr. Langford 5.53
 4. *Tribute to Glenn Miller © Prima Vista Musikk arr. Forgie and  Price 3.45
 5. Enter the Galaxies © Prima Vista Musikk Paul Lovatt-Cooper  3.04
 6.   *The Beautiful Galathea © Chandos Music Franz von Suppé arr. Langford 6.30
 7. Capriccio Brillante © Wright & Round Herman Bellstedt arr. Smith 4.22
  Tenor Horn Soloist Sheona White

 8. Spooktacular arr. Dan Price 5.56
  I Carmina Burana (excerpts) M/s Carl Orff arr. Newsome 
  II Casper the Friendly Ghost © Obrasso Verlag   James Horner arr. Smith
  III Dies Irae © Gramercy Music Giuseppe Verdi arr. Graham
 9.   Herdmaiden’s Dance  © Fundamental Music Hugo Alfvén arr. Rydland  3.45
  Euphonium Soloist Gary Curtin

 10.   A Gannochy Lullaby © Gramercy Music  Peter Graham   1.52
 11.   Gospel Time © Marc Reift Jeffrey Agrell  4.23
  Trombone Soloists Daniel Eddison, Ross Johnson, Elizabeth Bateman, Adam Reed

 12.  Labour and Love © R. Smith & Co. Percy Fletcher    10.38

Conductors Drs Nicholas & *Robert Childs

Total CD Playing Time: 61.45
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As befits the title, this disc is replete with 
nuggets from the brass band repertoire 
spanning music from long ago through to the 
most recent time. This fact is immediately 
underlined in the first two items played, 
the renowned contest march, The BB&CF 
(British Bandsman & Contest Field), written 
in 1900 by James Ord Hume and Philip 
Sparke’s A Bandsman’s Overture, which 
received its world première by Black 
Dyke Band on July 1, 2012 at the British 
Bandsman’s 125th anniversary concert in 
Birmingham’s Symphony Hall. Sparke 
begins his overture with the four notes – Bb, 
Bb, C, F, reflecting the heritage behind Ord 
Hume’s march and this motif runs through 
the opening fanfare.

Antonín Dvořák’s aria Song to the Moon 
from his famous opera, Rusalka, is assuredly 
one of the most beloved in the operatic 
repertoire. The opera was composed in the 
same year as Ord Hume’s march, 1900, and 

the aria is sung by Rusalka, the daughter of 
a water-goblin who longs to become human 
after falling in love with a hunter/prince 
who frequents the lake in which she lives. 
Rusalka sings this song asking for the moon 
to reveal her love to the Prince. Playing this 
Gordon Langford arrangement is the band’s 
peerless principal cornet player, Richard 
Marshall, who, whilst unrelated to any 
water goblins, nevertheless gets to the heart 
of this engaging aria.

Similarly well-loved is the music composed 
by the legendary American, Glenn Miller, 
who lost his life in 1944 when his plane 
went missing over the English Channel. The 
memory of this Big Band swing specialist 
lives on through his timeless music reflected 
in this Tribute to Glenn Miller, arranged by 
Barry Forgie and Dan Price. Continuing with 
the popular theme is a piece of music by 
Paul Lovatt-Cooper, whose compositions 
have been received throughout the brass 

Programme Notes Band Personnel

Principal Cornet      
Richard Marshall
Assistant Principal Cornet 
Rob Westacott
Solo Cornets  
Martin Irwin
Mark Bowater
Craig Kilgour
Soprano Cornet  
Paul Duffy
Repiano Cornet  
Lee Rigg
2nd Cornets  
John O’Brien
Alexander Gibson
3rd Cornets  
Keith Britcliffe
David Smith
Flugel Horn  
Zoe Hancock  
 

Solo Horn  
Sheona White   
1st Horn   
Jonathan Bates
2nd Horn   
Alison Childs
Solo Euphonium  
Gary Curtin   
2nd Euphonium  
Ian Yates
Solo Baritone  
Katrina Marzella
2nd Baritone  
Ben Wright
Solo Trombone  
Brett Baker
Co-Principal Trombone 
Paul Woodward
2nd Trombone  
Garry Reed
Bass Trombone  
Adrian Hirst

Solo Eb Tuba  
Joseph Cook
Eb Tuba   
Philip Goodwin
Solo Bb Tuba  
Matthew Routley
Bb Tuba   
Matt Wade
Percussion  
Andrea Price
Matthew Whitfi eld
Kieran Johnson
Rory Farrell
Adrian Smith

Secretary   
Mike Shenton

CYAN     MAGENTA     YELLOW     BLACK



DOYCD307 Booklet-Pgs14&3

band world with open arms. Even so, few of 
his pieces have been so rapturously received 
by both bands and audiences as his Enter 
the Galaxies, written for and dedicated to 
Cory Band.

The world of opera has provided brass 
bands with many of their most memorable 
arrangements and whilst the main body of 
the Austrian composer Franz von Suppé’s 
operas and operettas have disappeared from 
the repertoire, several of his overtures have 
survived and remain extremely popular, 
such as Poet and Peasant and The Light 
Cavalry. Also among the successes is the 
composer’s The Beautiful Galathea, 
composed in 1865 and played here in 
Gordon Langford’s arrangement.

Herman Bellstedt was born in Bremen, 
Germany in 1858 and emigrated to the 
USA at the age of nine where he became 
a ‘boy wonder’ as a cornet soloist. During 
his career he played as a soloist with the 
famous John Philip Sousa’s band. He also 

composed works for violin, piano and, 
of course, the cornet. His solos, such as 
Napoli, have been played by many gifted 
brass band soloists and here the virtuoso 
tenor horn soloist, Sheona White, plays 
Sandy Smith’s arrangement of Bellstedt’s 
Capriccio Brillante.

In America, Halloween is a special, spooky 
day, especially for young people. A big 
effort is annually made to leave spectators 
to Halloween events with their hearts in 
their mouth. Writing for the American 
entertainment newspaper, The Onion, 
commentator Garrett Lowe noted that the 
‘promise of a spooktacular scare-a-thon once 
actually represented an ironclad guarantee of 
goose bumps, shivers, or, at the very least, 
heebie-jeebies. There was accountability: If 
you said something was spooktacular, then 
you had an obligation to provide either 
bloodcurdling chills or hair-raising thrills. 
And there was no getting around it’. Clearly 
aware of the ‘obligation’, Dan Price has 
written Black Dyke Spooktacular, music in 

Black Dyke Youth Trombone Quartet
Adam Reed, Elizabeth Bateman, Daniel Eddison, Ross Johnson 
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three linked sections that aims to produce a 
goodly helping of brass band heebie-jeebies. 
He opens up with music from Carl Orff’s 
thrilling magnum opus, Carmina Burana, 
and cleverly weaves his way through 
excerpts taken from Roy Newsome’s 
transcription of the work, which is based on 
a 13th Century manuscript within which are 
songs of morals and mockery plus drinking 
and gaming songs. 

Then to relieve the tension momentarily we 
have a taste of Sandy Smith’s arrangement 
of Casper the Friendly Ghost. The 
first cartoon to feature Casper was released 
by Paramount in 1945. In the adaptation, 
Casper is a cute ghost-child living in a 
haunted house in New York. However, 
Casper doesn’t want to scare anyone for 
he much prefers to make friends with 
people, which is not easy because as soon 
as people see him they are immediately 
scared. And that’s the end of the spooky 
nice guy music as Dan chooses for his finale 
music from Verdi’s mighty Dies Irae – ‘The 
Day of Wrath’ (and that’s definitely worth 

being frightened about) - from his great 
masterpiece, the Requiem Mass, arranged by 
Peter Graham. 

Whilst that brings us to the end of the 
heebie-jeebies, the listeners will still require 
their imagination to be on red alert when 
listening to Hugo Alfvén’s music, which 
is located in a king’s hall populated by 
mountain troll courtiers, gnomes and 
goblins. Alfvén, a Swedish composer, 
conductor, violinist and painter, worked for 
years on the ballet-pantomime, The Mountain 
King, who is the same figure illustrated 
by Edvard Grieg in one of the incidental 
pieces he wrote for Henrik Ibsen’s play, Peer 
Gynt, ‘Hall of the Mountain King’. In Frode 
Rydland’s arrangement of Herdmaiden’s 
Dance from The Mountain King, the band’s 
extremely gifted principal euphonium 
player, Gary Curtin, whilst not aiming to 
frighten anyone with this demonstration of 
stunning technical prowess, will certainly 
leave the listeners breathless and in need of 
a moment’s tranquillity in order to restore 
their equilibrium. And this is precisely what 

Sheona White - Tenor Horn

Gary Curtin - EuphoniumRichard Marshall - Cornet
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is provided in a quiet yet memorable way 
by Peter Graham’s evocative A Gannochy 
Lullaby, memories of which take the 
composer back to his childhood. Peter 
remembers that ‘Gannochy is a residential 
area of Perth in Scotland where my mother, 
Margaret Graham (Stewart), was born and 
raised. One of my earliest musical memories 
was of visits to my grandparents’ house 
and of hearing the theme tune to the BBC 
Home Service programme Listen with Mother 
(a lullaby, which I later found to be called 
Berceuse from the Dolly Suite by Fauré). 
A Gannochy Lullaby was written as a little 
Christmas gift for my mother with fond 
memories of those days in Perth.’

With equilibrium restored it’s time for a 
final return visit to the USA in order to be 
richly entertained by Jeffrey Agrell’s down 
to earth Trombone Quartet, Gospel Time, 
which will surely get the feet tapping along 
with the jazzy improvisations following the 
opening Gospel chorale.

In 1913 Percy Fletcher’s tone poem, 
Labour and Love, became the first original 
composition to be played at the National 
Brass Band Festival held at the Crystal 
Palace. This piece signalled the end of the 
reliance on arrangements and revolutionised 
the major repertoire for brass band contests 
and concerts. Furthermore, it is a work 
that lives on because the composer fully 
understood his audience and presented them 
with new music they could relate to and 
enjoy. Consequently, it has survived the test 
of time and continues to be a popular item 
in the brass band repertoire as shown by 
Black Dyke numbering it amongst its chosen 
nuggets on this most entertaining CD. 

Alan Jenkins

Overall winners at the European Brass Band Championship 2012
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In 1816, in the Yorkshire village of 
Queenshead, later to become Queensbury, 
Mr Peter Wharton founded a brass and reed 
band. Amongst the players, on French horn, 
was John Foster, owner of the John Foster & 
Son mill in that small village. The life of this 
band, however, was short-lived through 
declining numbers of players. In 1837, a 
new band was formed, the Queenshead 
Band and in September 1855 John Foster & 
Son ‘adopted’ the band, acquiring for it a 
new set of instruments and attracting new 
members. In addition to this, a room was 
provided for practising; Black Dyke Mills 
Band had been formed.

Most of the band’s musicians lived 
in Queensbury and worked in the mill, 
ensuring a close link to the community that 
remains to this day. The band has been 
at the forefront of banding development 
throughout its history, making one of the 
earliest brass band recordings in 1904 and 

embarking on a five-month tour of Canada 
and the USA in 1906 during which it played 
more than 200 concerts and travelled over 
13,000 miles. Since then, it has featured on 
more than 300 recordings and has toured 
widely throughout Europe and the rest of 
the world, including Sierra Leone, Japan, 
Australia and several visits to Canada and 
the USA. Amongst its recordings, the band 
is proud to have been recognised in wider 
musical spheres; in 1996 winning the Music 
Industries Association Award for the best 
CD in the Orchestral category with its 
recording of music by Sir William Walton.

In February 1999 the band was nominated 
for a ‘Grammy Award’ in the ‘Crossover 
Classical Section’ and this was followed a 
month later by an Oscar nomination when 
it provided the backing for the song That’ll 
Do by Peter Gabriel in the film Babe 2. 
The band has been proud to enjoy success 
with other recording artists including Paul 

Black Dyke Band

Dr Robert Childs is a leading figure in 
the world of brass music. For over thirty 
years he has performed at the highest level 
giving solo performances in many of the 
world’s most prestigious venues. He has 
given master-classes throughout Europe’s 
finest conservatoires and is now recognised 

as a leading education specialist within his 
field. In the year 2000 Robert was appointed 
Musical Director of Cory Band. 

He is currently Director of Brass Band 
Studies at the Royal Welsh College of 
Music, Chairman of the National Youth 
Band of Gt Britain and sits on the Board of 
the Harry Mortimer Trust.

In 2002 Robert was awarded a Doctorate in 
Musical Arts from the University of Salford. 
He is also an Associate of the Royal College 
of Music, a Fellow of the London College 
of Music, gained a distinction in a Masters 
Degree from the University of Leeds, holds 

a Post Graduate Certificate in Education 
from the Open University and in 2007 his 
remarkable achievements were recognized 
by the Worshipful Company of Musicians 
when he was awarded the prestigious Iles 
Medal. 

Robert has won all the major Brass Band 
Championships including the British Open 
five times and a “hat-trick” of wins at the 
European Brass Band Championships. He 
also steered Cory Band to the World Of 
Brass World No.1 ranking for an unequalled 
five consecutive years! 

In 2008 Robert was given ‘Freedom of 
the City of London’ and also received the 
prestigious John Edwards Memorial Award 
by the Welsh Music Guild for outstanding 
contribution to Welsh Music.

In 2013 Robert was very pleased to be 
invited to work with his brother Nicholas 
and Black Dyke Band.

Robert B. Childs

CYAN     MAGENTA     YELLOW     BLACK



DOYCD307 Booklet-Pgs10&7

McCartney and Wings, Tori Amos, The 
Beautiful South, Evelyn Glennie and, decades 
earlier, The Beatles on their hit record, Yellow 
Submarine. Television shows, broadcasts, 
concerts at music festivals, The Proms and 
other high profile events have also seen the 
band featured with household names such as 
Lesley Garrett, Elton John, Evelyn Glennie, 
James Morrison, Rod Franks, Ian Bousfield, 
Philip Smith and many more. In October 
1993, Black Dyke Band created history as the 
first British brass band to appear at Carnegie 
Hall, New York, and a year later they became 
the first brass band ever to perform at the 
Royal College of Music. In 2004, the band 
was proud to be appointed the first ever 
‘Band in Residence’ at the Royal Northern 
College of Music, Manchester.

Many ‘legends’ of the brass world have been 
associated with Black Dyke Band over the 
years, together with a significant number 
who have gone on to enjoy successful careers 
in the orchestral world, including Jack Pinches 
(who was solo trombone player in the band 
at the tender age of 16), William Lang, 

Maurice Murphy and Rod Franks. Today the 
band is proud to be associated with a modern 
day ‘giant’ of the composing world, Philip 
Wilby, as Musician in Association.

Black Dyke Band has, throughout its 
history, enjoyed unparalleled success in the 
contesting world, being awarded the title 
‘Champion Band of Great Britain’ no less 
than 22 times, most recently in October 
2009. In 2005, its 150th anniversary year, 
it also became European and British Open 
Champions and retained the British Open 
title in 2006. In 2009, 2011 and again in 2012 
the band became English National Brass Band 
Champions.  Black Dyke Band are also the 
reigning European Champions, winning in 
Rotterdam in May 2012.

The band i s relentless in its quest to perform 
music of the highest possible standard and to 
uphold its long and fine tradition. This desire 
is summed up perfectly in its motto, taken 
from the armorial bearings granted in 1857 to 
John Foster: ‘Justum Perficito nihil timeto’.

In April 2005 he guided Black Dyke to first 
place at the European Brass Band Contest 
in Holland. In September 2005 he was 
victorious with Black Dyke in winning the 
British Open Championship and again in 
2006.  Nicholas guided Black Dyke to victory 
in the English National Championships in 
2009, 2011 and again in 2012, winning both 
testpiece and own choice sections.

Drs Robert and Nicholas Childs
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Dr Nicholas Childs has achieved the highest 
international reputation as a performer, 
teacher/clinician, conductor, interpreter and 
advocate of new music and producer of 
pacesetting recordings. Initial success came 
as a euphonium soloist and partner with 
his talented brother, Dr Robert Childs, who 
together have literally toured the world 
as The Childs Brothers, performing in 
many of the world’s most famous concert 
halls with the most prestigious bands 
and orchestras. Taking up the baton as a 
conductor, Nicholas has had phenomenal 
success with many bands, including highly 
acclaimed national championship successes. 
His current tenure as Principal Conductor 
and Director of Music of the famous Black 
Dyke Band has been marked not only with 
continued contest success, but with a series 
of innovative concerts and world premières 
of major works for brass band with a variety 
of soloists and musical combinations. He 
served as Senior Tutor in Brass Band Studies 
at the Royal Northern College of Music, 

where he has taught for more than 14 
years. And he is the Musical Director of the 
RNCM Brass Band

Further honours have come with his 
appointment as Associate Conductor of the 
National Youth Brass Band of Great Britain 
and as Trustee of the Brass Band Heritage 
Trust.

With his roots in the British brass band 
tradition, having first been trained in the 
Tredegar (Wales) Youth Band, Childs 
continues to give important emphasis to the 
development of the brass band movement. 
This comes via his commitment to the 
training of outstanding young musicians 
both at the collegiate level and within the 
National Youth Brass Band of Great Britain. 
He has reached the pinnacle of success 
with four National Championships of Great 
Britain with Black Dyke in 2001, 2004. 2008 
and, most recently, 2009.

‘ACT JUSTLY AND 
FEAR NOTHING’

For further information please visit 
www.blackdykeband.co.uk

Nicholas J. Childs
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