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Mark Wilkinson 
MILESTONE

 1 Glory to His Name © SP&S Eric Ball 6.54

 2 Fantasy for Cornet and Brass Band ©Rakeway Music Howard Snell 8.13

 3 The Londonderry Air ©Chandos Music Ltd Traditional arr. Richards 3.45

 4 Jubilance © SP&S William Himes 8.44

 5 Fujiko © Astute Music Ltd Andy Scott arr. Fieldhouse 5.08

 6 Whirlwind © Gramercy Music Peter Graham 2.37

 7-9 Milestone © Peter Meechan Peter Meechan

  i Milestone  3.33

  ii Song  4.35

  iii Twenty One  3.46

 10 Miss Blue Bonnet © Obrasso Verlag Frank Simon arr. Smith 4.37

 11 Traumerei© Rakeway Music Schumann arr. Snell 3.06

 12 Variations for Trumpet and Brass Band Ms

   Mikhail Gottlieb arr. Lever 10.36

 13 Resplendence © Lucy Pankhurst Lucy Pankhurst 3.34

Total CD Playing Time  69.17
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Mark Wilkinson
‘A wonderful musician dedicated to musical excellence’ 
Bramwell Tovey 

‘A Stellar Player’ 
Howard Snell

‘Dependable, flexible and a great player’  
Allan Withington

‘A performer of genuine class who leads by example’ 
Michael Fowles

These are just a few quotes to describe Mark who is regarded 
as one of the leading cornet players of his generation.

Mark started playing the cornet aged 6 with his local band 
Ellenbrook and Boothstown before moving to Walkden Band 
and then Besses Boys aged 13, where he stayed for five years 
on Principal Cornet. During this time Mark was also appointed 
Principal Cornet with the National Youth Brass Band of Great 
Britain. When he was 18 Mark joined Wingates Band on 
Principal Cornet for two years before accepting Howard Snell’s 
offer to join Britannia Building Society Band (now Foden’s) on 
Principal Cornet in 1992. During this time he has been privileged to 
have won every major contest with Foden’s including the British Open, 
National Finals, European Championships, Swiss, French and American 
Opens as well as numerous victories at the All England Masters Contest, 
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Band Personnel Area Contest and Brass in Concert entertainment competitions. In 2013 
Mark was appointed the Band Manager of Foden’s.

As well as performing in France, America, Holland, Belgium, Norway, 
Australia, Switzerland, Italy and Ireland as a soloist, Mark is also heavily 
involved in youth education. Mark enjoyed three years as the cornet tutor 
with the National Children’s Brass Band of Great Britain and has been an 
entrance examiner and cornet tutor with the National Youth Brass Band of 
Great Britain since 2000. Mark has also appeared as a cornet tutor with the 
National Youth Brass Band of Wales, National Youth Band of Switzerland as 
well as a guest soloist with the National Youth Brass Band of Denmark.

As well as being a founder member of the Northern Ireland Armagh 
Summer School, Mark is in demand on various summer schools in this 
country and abroad and is currently the cornet tutor / musical director on 
the Bolsover Summer School.

In 2010 Mark was appointed as Visiting Cornet Tutor at the Royal Northern 
College of Music, Cornet Tutor at the University of Salford and Cornet/
Trumpet Tutor at Manchester Metropolitan University.

Mark is in demand in this country and abroad as a cornet soloist, teacher, 
conductor, clinician and adjudicator - he is a fully credited member of the 
Association of Brass Band Adjudicators - as well as having a number of solo 
recordings to his name.

In 2009 Mark was voted by the banding public as the 2009 4barsrest Player 
of the Year.
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In the very best brass bands in the world, it is rare 
to find players who have given over two decades 
of service to one band. It is rarer still that you 
find a player who has held a principal “chair” 
within the band. Mark Wilkinson has done just 
that – 21 years (and counting!) of continuous 
service as Principal Cornet of Foden’s Brass Band.

A cursory glance around other “top” bands shows 
you just what a remarkable achievement it is: 
only a handful of current principal players in 
those bands have even held their seat for over 10 
years (several of whom are Mark’s colleagues in 
Foden’s).

The pressures on a modern day Principal 
Cornet are greater than ever. Composers are 
always looking for new techniques, ways to 
push the boundaries, and have a greater ever 
requirement placed upon them to write harder 
and harder music for the contest arena. Concert 
audiences want to be wowed by lyrical playing 
and technical brilliance alike and conductors 
having seemingly broader ideas in their concert 
programs. 

For soloists in the band this involves ever 
increasing workloads, and with that comes the 
requirement for more and more practice, time 

and dedication. And they cannot stand still – 
consistency is only a basic requirement, constant 
improvement is the key. Those who have admired 
Mark’s talents over the years will have noted that 
he just gets better and better, as this recording 
affirms.

Mark has, for many years, been Foden’s Brass 
Band’s heartbeat – working tirelessly behind the 
scenes, always with the best interests of the band 
at the centre of all that he does. A commitment 
to teaching and education has seen him work not 
only with the Foden’s Youth Brass Band, but the 
National Youth Brass Band of Great Britain on a 
yearly basis too.

His popularity amongst his peers and those who 
are half a generation (and in some cases, now, 
a full generation!) younger is testament to his 
friendly, kind and approachable nature – qualities 
that have led to him being known not only as an 
incredible musician, but one of brass banding’s 
“nice guys”.

Characterised by Mark’s trademarks of a sweet 
cornet sound and outstanding musicianship, it is 
a pleasure to introduce to you Mark Wilkinson’s 
new recording, Milestone.

Peter Meechan

Introduction of the country’s leading bands, becoming 
BBC Band of the Year in 1990 and 1992, 
European Champion in 1992 and French 
Open Champion in 1998. 

Becoming All England Masters Champion 
in 1990, 1991, 1994 and 1995, the band 
emerged as the most consistent band in this 

field, and in 1993 it became the first 
British band to win the Swiss Open 
Championships.

In 1997 the band accepted new 
sponsorship from the French instrument 

manufacturer, Antoine Courtois, that also 
allowed the band to go back to its original 
name of Foden’s. With this fresh impetus, the 

band again experienced major Championship 
success, winning the coveted title ‘Champion 
Band of Great  Britain’ in October 1999.

Foden’s became the North West Area 
Champions in 1998, 1999, 2000, 2002 and 
2003, as well as a double hat-trick from 2006 
to 2011. Also International Masters Champion 
in 2002, 2006 and 2008, USA Open Champion 
in 2003, English National Champion in 
2006, British Open Champion in 2004, 2008 
and 2012, Tameside Whit Friday Champion 
from 2002 to 2009 and 2011, National Finals 
winners in 2012 and runner-up in 2007, 
2008, 2009; the band was Brass in Concert 
Champion in 2009.

As well as being extremely successful on 
the contest field, Foden’s is in great demand 
for concerts in the UK and abroad due to 
its diversity and entertaining choice of 
programmes. Recent tours abroad have 
included Italy, Switzerland, America, Ireland, 
France, Norway and Israel.

Foden’s regularly records CDs and is pleased 
to have won the ‘British Bandsman CD of the 
Year’ in 2008, 2009, 2010 and 2012.

For further information visit 
www.fodensband.co.uk
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The repertoire on this recording demonstrates 
many different facets of being a cornet soloist: 
modern concert items, traditional works and 
substantial works. 

Peter Graham’s Whirlwind has become a favourite 
amongst cornet soloists. Its lyrical nature, 
combined with syncopated passages, have become 
key components of the composer’s familiar and 
popular style of concert music. 

Another work that is a favourite amongst cornet 
soloists is William Himes’ Jubilance. Written for 
Peggy Thomas, the Principal Cornet of the Chicago 
Staff Band, Himes, an American composer, based 
this solo around two Salvation Army songs: Joy 
because of you and If you want joy. Formed in a 
broad arc shape, the piece is characterised by a 
beautiful, slow, central passage (If You Want Joy) 
surrounded at either end by faster sections.

Milestone, composed by Peter Meechan, is a new 
concerto commissioned by Mark Wilkinson (with 
funds provided by the Arts Council England) 
especially for this recording to celebrate 21 years 
as Principal Cornet with Foden’s Band. In three 
movements, the work is intended to not only 
demonstrate the soloist’s virtuosic skills, but also 
his ability to communicate to the audience.

The first movement, titled Milestone, combines 
sections of driving rhythms (intended to represent 
Mark’s years of continuing hard work), in the 
accompaniment with long legato phrases from 
the soloist interspersed with dexterous, virtuosic, 
passages. 

The second movement, Song, features a simple 
chord sequence, over which the soloist “sings” 
a melody, each time varying and each time 
becoming more expressive, leading to an 
emotional climax.

The final movement, Twenty One, is a quasi-
celebratory dance. Opening with the band 
clapping, Mark weaves his way through the 
various textures in the band, demonstrating not 
only amazing agility but a wonderfully sweet 
sound. Occasionally making both a musical and 
metaphorical nod to the industrious nature of the 
first movement, the chord sequence of the second 
movement also re-appears, before a brief coda 
takes us to the conclusion of the work.
 
Resplendence was written by composer Lucy 
Pankhurst and is designed to be a virtuosic, 
entertaining concert solo for Mark Wilkinson 
and Foden’s Band. As the title suggests, the solo 
line is full of dazzling effects, designed by the 
composer to demonstrate the brilliance of both the 

The MusicFODEN’S BAND
The origins of the band go back to 1900 
when the village of Elworth, near Sandbach 
in Cheshire, formed its own band, having 
been let down by its attempt to secure the 
services of the nearby town band to feature 
in the celebrations marking the relief of 
Mafeking in the Boer War. 

After a couple of years, the village band 
was wound up, but from that base local 
industrialist Edwin Foden formed the Foden’s 
Motor Works Band. For a few years the new 
band had modest ambitions, but in 1908 
a fundamental reorganisation took place 
and, by the following year, it had achieved 
Championship Section status, a prestigious 
position that has been maintained ever since. 

The band has been a prize winner at the 
coveted British Open Championships 33 
times, winning ten times outright, including 
a hat-trick in 1926, ’27/’28. The band has 
also been a prize winner 38 times at the 
National Championships of Great Britain, 13 
times as winner, including an unparalleled 
double hat-trick in 1932, ’33 and ’34 and 
1936, ’37 and ’38. 

Under its former title, the band was ordered 
to play by Royal Command on three 
occasions: in 1913 for King George V and 
Queen Mary, in 1938 at Windsor Castle for 
King George V1 and Queen Elizabeth and, 
most recently, in 1983 when the band had 
the honour of playing for Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II at Buckingham Palace. 

In wartime, the band toured 
Europe for ENSA and in peacetime 
it has toured Canada, South Africa 
and Israel. 

In July 1986, the band accepted 
sponsorship from the Britannia Building 
Society and maintained its position as one 
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instrument and Mark’s skills.  The accompaniment 
also features solo sections and grand tutti 
passages, allowing both the soloist and band the 
opportunity to shine.

Two works of Howard Snell feature on this 
recording. Fantasy for Cornet and Brass Band was 
first performed under its original title of Kenwood 
Carol by John Hudson and the Britannia Building 
Society (Foden’s) Band, with the composer 
conducting.  Fantasy mirrors the progress of 
the seasons from Winter, thin and cold, through 
Spring, to the entry of Summer at ‘Maytime’, 
traditionally a very riotous festival which is 
mirrored strongly in the music.

The second of Snell’s works is an arrangement 
of Schumann’s Traumerei from his Kinderszenen 
for piano (Scenes from Childhood), Op. 15. 
Number 7 of 13 movements, Traumerei (meaning 
“dreaming”) is amongst the most well-known of 
Schumann’s output, and has been used in many 
films, television shows and adverts, leading to this 
work being ever popular. 
 
Two extended solos also feature on this recording 
in the shape Eric Ball’s Glory to His Name and 
Mikhail Gottlieb’s Variations for Trumpet and 
Brass Band. Glory to His Name is almost an 
overview of his musical style – effortlessly 
combining Lisztian harmonies with more 
traditional Salvation Army fayre in a virtuosic 
work.

The Variations for Trumpet and Brass Band 
was originally written by Gottlieb for Timofei 
Dokshitzer. It is a set of eight variations, preceded 
by the theme, each cleverly holding something 
of interest for the listener, none more so than 
when the influence of swing and big band music 
takes hold in the 7th variation. It was arranged by 
David Lever for Besses o ‘th Barn and their then 
Principal Cornet Phil Shaw for their appearance 
at the Lieksa International Brass Week, Finland, 
1986. 

No cornet or brass band enthusiast will be a 
stranger to either Miss Blue Bonnet or The 
Londonderry Air, but less familiar will be Andy 
Scott’s (Foden’s Band’s “Composer in Residence”) 
Fujiko. Described by the composer as “a cinematic 
soundscape that reflects its Japanese roots”, Fujiko 
commences with a simple folk-like melody, and 
builds to a powerful and emotive climax, before 
an atmospheric and calm ending. Originally 
commissioned for clarinet ensemble (funded by 
the Clarinet & Saxophone Society of Great Britain 
& Selmer Paris), Fujiko has been arranged for 
brass band by Jim Fieldhouse for Mark Wilkinson.  

Widely regarded as one of the leading conductors 
of his generation Michael is Musical Director of 
Foden’s Band. An honours graduate and former 
member of staff of the Royal Northern College 
of Music he has a reputation for high quality, 
entertaining concert programming. He has also 
enjoyed contest success with every band he has 
worked with on a regular basis! 

Educational work also forms an important part 
of Michael’s musical life. He is Course Director 
of both the Wessex Band Summer School and 
Foden’s Armagh Summer School. He is also a 
regular guest conductor for school projects in both 
Staffordshire and Leicestershire and undertakes 
much training work with bands of all levels from 
championship to youth including being Musical 
Director of Foden’s Youth Band and Associate 
Conductor of Lions Youth Band.

His skills of accompaniment are held in high regard 
and in 2007 he conducted the Concerto final of the 
Soloist competition of the European Brass Band 
Championships to critical acclaim. He has also 
conducted solo appearances of eminent musicians 
including Joseph Alessi (New York Philharmonic), 
Ronald Barron (Boston Symphony), Jens 
Lindemann, Rex Richardson, Shoichiro Hokazano, 
Roger Bobo, James Gourlay and Les Niesh.

Michael has been working with Foden’s Band 
since 2009.  This relationship has produced 
high quality concerts and recordings that have 
been met with critical acclaim and awards 
from the Banding Press. It has also seen a close 
collaboration with composer-in-residence Andy 
Scott that has introduced audiences all over the 
country to a new musical language for brass band. 

MICHAEL FOWLES


