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            SPIRIT OF FODEN’S 

 1. Ruby and All Things Purple 
 2. Spirit of Mingus
 3. Chrysalis Moon
   Trumpet/Cornet Soloists  Allan Withington,  

Martin Winter, John Wallace & Mark Wilkinson
 4-6.  Molecular Cocktail Party
  Trombone Soloist John Barber
	 	 i.		 Riffs	and	Changes
	 	 ii.		 Free	and	Written
	 	 iii.		Soul	and	Feel
 7.  Madiba
 8.  Film    
	 	 Baritone	Soloist	Natsumi	McDonald
 9.  Big!
 10.  Forgotten Place  
 11.  Let There be Peace
  Glyn	Williams	and	Bramwell	Tovey

 &   SP&S 2013
SP&S is a division of Salvation Army Trading Company Ltd., 66-78 Denington Road, Wellingborough, Northants, NN8 2QH

All rights of the owner and of the producer of the works reproduced reserved. Unauthorised copying, hiring,  
lending, public performance and broadcasting of this recording prohibited. (MCPS)

All music composed by Andy Scott. Tracks 1,8 & 9 arranged by Jim Fieldhouse
 

All music © Astute Music. Please visit www.astute-music.com
All the music on ‘Spirit of Foden’s is commissioned, funded, composed & arranged for Foden’s Band, except ‘Madiba’ commissioned and funded 

by Stavanger Brass Band, ‘Forgotten Place’ commissioned and funded by Armagh Old Boys’Band with financial aid from Northern Ireland Arts Council.
‘Molecular Cocktail Party’ commissioned by Foden’s Brass Band, with funding from the Britten-Pears Foundation & Foden’s Band. 
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Conductor               Michael Fowles 
  
Principal Cornet    Mark Wilkinson 
Solo Cornet            Paul McDonald 
Solo Cornet            Anna Hughes-Williams            
Solo Cornet            Andrew Stevenson 
  
Soprano Cornet Richard Poole 
Repiano Cornet Melanie Whyle  
2nd Cornet           Ian Raisbeck
2nd Cornet           Andy Rolfe 
3rd Cornet            Nicky Lees 
3rd Cornet            Joe Murtagh
  
Flugel Horn           Helen Williams 
Solo Horn              Lesley Poole 
1st Horn                Chris Haigh 
2nd Horn               Andrew Howard-Smith 

Solo Euphonium   Glyn Williams 
2nd Euphonium     Mark Bousie 
Solo Baritone        Natsumi McDonald 
2nd Baritone         Mike Warriner 
  
Solo Trombone     John Barber 
2nd Trombone      Paul Taylor 
Bass Trombone     Shaun Farrington 
  
Eb Bass             Stewart Baglin 
Eb Bass             Sam Minshall
Bb Bass             Dave McGlynn
Bb Bass             Alan Hodgkinson 
  
Percussion            Mark Landon
 Anthony Mann
 Eve Knowles

Thanks to Bram, Allan, Mike, Martin, John, Rex, Ivor, Jim,  
Adam, Nicki, Daniel, and everyone at Foden’s Brass Band.
Special thanks to Lauren, Stan & Ruby. 
Executive Producer: Trevor Caffull
Producer: Adam Goldsmith
Engineer: Daniel Newton
Post-Production: Adam Goldsmith and Daniel Newton

Production Manager: Nicki Tonge
Project Co-ordinator: Neil Brownless

Artwork and Cover Design: GK Graphic Design
Programme Notes: Andy Scott
Photography: Goldy Solutions

Recorded by World of Sound on 23 & 24 March 2013  
at William Hulme’s Grammar School, Manchester.

Foden’s Band
The music of Andy Scott has over the past five years effected, 
developed and sculpted the musical language of Foden’s Band 
and has through our symbiotic relationship generated a wealth 
of innovative, fresh and challenging music that following on 
from A	World	Within has now again been captured here on our 
new recording The Spirit of Foden’s.

This recording contains a selection of works penned by Andy over 
the past two years including the major work on the disc Molecular 
Cocktail Party, a concerto for improvising musician premièred at 
the Royal Northern College of Music in February 2013.  

The second major work on the recording is the fantastic Spirit of 
Mingus again premièred at the RNCM and latterly shortlisted for 
Andy’s second BBC composers award. The complex character 
that was Charles Mingus is brilliantly captured by Andy and 
further supported in narration by Foden’s close friend Rex 
Richardson.

This recording entitled The Spirit of Foden’s serves as an 
opportunity not only to celebrate the great compositional voice 
of Andy Scott but also to draw together so many of the friends 
that are central to the Foden’s family. The recording captures 
contributions from amongst others Bramwell Tovey, Allan 
Withington, John Wallace, Rex Richardson, Martin Winter as 
well as the bands own array of world class musicians.

The Spirit of Foden’s is a testament to all of the Foden’s family, 
a wonderfully penned body of music performed by an ensemble 
enjoying the rudest of health-long may it continue.

John Barber
Chairman	Foden’s	Band
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What an opportunity this is as a composer; Foden’s is 
on blistering form, the current ‘Double Champions’, 
with a settled player line-up that features stunning 
principal players, and equally stunning section 
players, brilliantly led by Allan Withington and Mike 
Fowles. When I’ve travelled with the band, been in 
the Sandbach bandroom, or just bumped into one 
of the players on our travels, there is a selfless team 
ethic, a level of commitment and upholding of the 
great history of Foden’s which makes it a genuine 
honour to be able to collaborate musically with 
them as their inaugural Composer in Residence 
which I have been since 2008. It was this feeling 
that led to the title of this CD. Spirit of Foden’s not 
only refers to the great history of Foden’s Band, but 
more so to the present day attitude of the band, and 
their deserved success.

The line up of special guests here is outstanding, all 
of whom have a special connection with Foden’s, 
and they are discussed here (in no particular order):

Allan Withington, professional conductor of Foden’s is 
simply a wonderful musician. I asked Allan if he would 
play trumpet on the track Chrysalis Moon, which he 
did beautifully of course. 

Maestro Bramwell Tovey is a great supporter of Foden’s 
Band and the brass band world in general from his 
home base of Vancouver, and on his travels as one of the 
world’s leading orchestral conductors. I am very grateful 
for his support.

Martin Winter and I studied together at the Royal 
Northern College of Music in Manchester, playing in 
student band horn sections, at a time when Martin 
was principal cornet of Foden’s! I was thrilled when 
Martin agreed to play on this recording.

American trumpet player Rex Richardson has built 
a strong musical relationship with Foden’s Band in 
recent years. I was delighted that Rex, with support 
from Yamaha, was able to travel from his home in 
the US to record on this CD.

Virtuoso trumpet player, champion of new music 
and music education, John Wallace O.B.E. is a Vice 
President of Foden’s Band. John kindly gave his time 
and musicianship to this recording.

Huge thanks go to Mike Fowles; our regular 
conversations over the last two years have guided this 
recording into shape. I am very grateful for the way 
Mike gives his time, opinion and expertise.

Foden’s Chairman John Barber deserves a special 
mention in these notes. We have developed a 
musical understanding over the last decade on 
jazz, funk and latin gigs, and with John being such a 
versatile and stylish musician I knew I could write a 
25-minute Concerto where the majority of the solo 
part isn’t notated! 

Jim Fieldhouse created some sophisticated 
arrangements of my music for A	World	Within, and 
he has delivered again with three new arrangements 
that are imaginative and full of colour.

Completing the equation that enables a recording 
like this to become reality, a big thank you to the 
team at World of Sound.

I hope that you enjoy listening to Spirit of Foden’s, 
another true team effort, and thank you to my 
hometown band, Foden’s, for this wonderful 
opportunity!

Andy	Scott

Foden’s Band
In the year 1900, when a small village named 
Elworth in Sandbach, Cheshire wanted a brass 
band to celebrate the relief of Mafeking in the 
Boer War, Foden’s Band was born. The band was 
then adopted by Edwin Foden, a local industrialist 
(from whom the band took its name) at the Foden’s 
Motorworks. From these humble beginnings few 
would have thought that this band would go on to 
win twelve British Open titles, thirteen National 
Championships of Great Britain and an unparalleled 
double hat-trick there in 1932, ’33 and ’34 and in 
1936, ’37 and ’38. The band currently holds the 
record for the number of area contest wins with an 
unprecedented 18 North West area titles. 

Around the world Foden’s Band is a trademark 
that musicians associate with inestimable class 
and musicianship. This fact is reflected in the wide 
variety of countries that the band has toured; Italy, 
Switzerland, America, Ireland, France, Norway, 
Finland and Israel to name but a few. 

The association which Foden’s has with the most 
respected and renowned conductors, Bramwell 
Tovey, Allan Withington, Howard Snell and Michael 
Fowles, has developed the band’s ever increasing 
repertoire and also its standards to unprecedented 
levels, allowing it to provide audiences with 
musically aesthetic performances as well as 
stepping outside the boundaries of the usual brass 
band concert repertoire. 

In 2012 Foden’s set up a youth band to nurture the 
very best youth musicians in the area to become 

the future of the brass industry. The Foden’s solo 
competition (held annually in November and 
staffed by players of the band) regularly attracts 
over 170 players from around the world to compete 
against each other at the highest level. 

Most recently the band has cemented its position 
as one of the leading Brass Bands in the world 
winning a rare and exceptional ‘Double’, being 
crowned 2012 British Open champions and the 2012 
National Champions of Great Britain. In doing so the 
band defeated the very best bands in Britain at the 
world’s two most prestigious competitions. 

As well as being very successful on the contest front 
the band has also won numerous awards for various 
CD releases and regularly appears on BBC TV and 
Radio. 

For	further	information	visit
www.fodensband.co.uk
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Programme Notes  
The journey begins with an introduction 
to the band and its principal players, 
via an intricate and beautifully-paced 
arrangement by Jim Fieldhouse of Ruby 
and All Things Purple. This features an 
opening atmospheric duet between Lesley 
Poole & Natsumi McDonald and solos from 
Glyn Williams, Mark Bousie, Helen Williams, 
John Barber and Richard Poole. 
 
Spirit of Mingus was inspired by the great 
American bass player & composer Charles 
Mingus. Joining Foden’s is US trumpet star 
Rex Richardson, trading fours with John 
Barber, and also narrating words that I 
wrote about Mingus.  There are references 
to some of the great jazz standards that 
Mingus wrote: Goodbye	 Porkpie	 Hat, Self-
Portrait	 in	 Three	 Colours and Ecclusiastics. 
The piece itself is in three main sections. 
The first is tense, swapping between fast 
bebop lines and a slower swing feel. I am 
three people refers to the way Mingus 
regarded himself, with split personalities, 
and the slower section of this piece features 
three independent musical lines, weaving 
and crossing, at times dissonant and at 
other times not. A bass trombone cadenza 
marks the start of the third major section 
of the piece, brilliantly played by Shaun 
Farrington, before a final build breaks out 
into an exuberant and controlled sense of 
chaos, whilst the drum duo of Mark Landon 
and Anthony Mann root the ensemble time. 

The sombre closing of Spirit of Mingus 
simply features narration from Rex with the 
bass section led by Stewart Baglin, this and 
the bass trombone cadenza being a nod 
towards Mingus the double bassist. 

My thanks go to Sue Mingus, widow of 
Charles Mingus, for her support, ‘The music 
is great. You captured the spirit of Mingus! 
Congratulations, Andy, to you and the band’.

An improvisation from Martin Winter 
introduces Chrysalis Moon, which is scored 
for four trumpets/cornets. Showcasing the 
remarkable tones and musicality of Allan 
Withington, Martin Winter, John Wallace 
and Mark Wilkinson, each player in turn is 
featured with brief solos, in what is a gentle 
and reflective work.

‘Oil and water both stick to their own, 
staying on opposite sides of the room 
at a Molecular Cocktail Party. But add a 
chemical called a surfactant — molecules 
that are partly attracted to water and 
partly attracted to oil — and you’ve got a 
social lubricant that forces water and oil to 
mingle. Once this socializing happens, it’s 
difficult to undo.’ 

Rachel Ehrenberg
 
‘In the long history of humankind those who 
learned to collaborate and improvise most 
effectively have prevailed.’ 

Charles	Darwin

Michael Fowles
Widely regarded as one of the leading conductors of his 
generation, Michael hails from the rich musical tradition of North 
Staffordshire and is an honours graduate and former employee 
of The Royal Northern College of Music.

He is Musical Director of Foden’s Band, Ratby Co-operative 
Band and Professional Conductor of Hepworth Band. He is also 
a member of the Association of Brass Band Adjudicators. Having 
worked with many of the country’s leading bands Michael has 
a reputation for entertaining concert programming and high 
standards in competition. Indeed he has achieved contest 
success with every band he has worked with on a regular basis!

Educational work also forms an important part of Michael’s 
musical life. He is Course Director of both the Wessex Band 
Summer School and Foden’s Armagh Summer School. He is 
also a regular guest conductor for school wind band projects 
in both Staffordshire and Leicestershire and undertakes much 
training work throughout the UK with bands of all levels from 
championship to youth including being Musical Director of 
Foden’s Youth Band and Associate Conductor of Lions Youth 
Band.

Michael has written for both Brass Band World and British 
Bandsman, given many première performances, conducted 
concerto appearances of eminent soloists, and directed many 
commercial CDs and broadcasts for both BBC Radio 2 and 3.

The relationship with Foden’s Band has produced high quality 
concerts and recordings that have been met with critical acclaim 
and awards from the banding press. It has also seen a close 
collaboration with composer-in-residence Andy Scott that has 
introduced audiences all over the country to a new musical 
language for brass band. 
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‘Life is a lot like jazz… it’s best when you 
improvise.’

George	Gershwin

‘Humans are imperfect. That’s one of 
the reasons that classical and jazz are in 
trouble. We’re on the quest for the perfect 
performance and every note has to be right. 
Man, every note is not right in life.’

Branford	Marsalis

Rather than being a Concerto for Trombone, 
Molecular Cocktail Party is a work that 
may feature any soloist, the prerequisite 
not being the musical instrument, rather 
the knowledge, understanding and respect 
that has been gained and developed over a 
number of years of the various musical styles 
and settings required by the soloist in this 
piece. Concerto for Versatile Musician would 
be an apt description.

The form of the outer movements of the 
piece is such that they allow space for 
extended improvisations from the soloist, 
which then ideally completes the overall 
shape/structure of the piece, i.e. rather than 
re-introduce previously heard material as a 
coda in the first movement, it is suggested 
that the soloist improvises around earlier 
written material that was heard in the band 
parts. Movement two features passages of 
integration between the soloists and band, 
with certain band members at times taking 
their cue from the soloist, and responsibility 

of pitch at given moments  is that of the 
players, whilst rhythm is notated. In the 
final movement the soloist improvises 
around the four-bar chord sequence that 
forms the harmonic basis of this movement, 
with the band being brought in ‘on cue’ by 
the conductor. The spirit of the work is that 
each performance will be very different, 
depending not only upon the soloist, but 
also the interaction with the band.

Allan Withington approached me on behalf 
of Stavanger Band to write a new work that 
they would feature alongside works that I 
had written for Foden’s in Siddis 2011. The 
title of the piece, Madiba, is the Xhosa clan 
name of Nelson Mandela, with the style and 
feel of the music being afro-cuban, featuring 
a Hugh Masekela-influenced flugel horn solo 
from Helen Williams, over a chorus of voices.  

Moving away from the more jazz/improvised-
influenced theme to date on this CD, the 
tracks Film & Big! were both commissioned by 
Aquarelle Guitar Quartet, and feature on the 
CD Dances (Chandos). Jim Fieldhouse has once 
again created imaginative and beautifully-
crafted arrangements. Film features Natsumi 
McDonald, her velvety tone floating above 
the band, capturing the fragile and lyrical 
essence of the piece. Big! is a powerful Spanish-
influenced work, rhythmically intricate with 
great dynamic contrast and shading, which 
once again features world class soprano cornet 
playing from Richard Poole.

performing in the UK, France, Mexico & USA. 
Andy’s most recent group, Caliente, explores his 
compositions for flute, harp and tenor saxophone, 
with Clare Southworth and Lauren Scott. Andy 
performs with latin-jazz group Apitos, and the 
new music group Psappha (USA Tour 1999), having 
for years worked with many of the UK’s leading 
orchestras; BBC Philharmonic, BBC Scottish, 
Philharmonia, RSNO and Manchester’s world 
famous Halle Orchestra.

Andy is proud to have been associated with the 
Royal Northern College of Music in Manchester for 
the last 27 years. Firstly as a student, and for the last 
12 years as Tutor of Saxophone & co-artistic director 
(with Rob Buckland) of the annual RNCM Saxophone 
Day. The RNCM awarded an RNCM Teaching Award 
to Andy in 2011, which enabled the creation of the 
Tenor Saxophone Index, an online resource for 
saxophonists worldwide. In 2005 Andy formed the 
World Tenor Saxophone Consortium, as well as 
being Vice President of the International Saxophone 
Committee, 2009-2012, and is an endorsee of Selmer 
Paris Saxophones and Vandoren.

Andy is Artistic Director of the Concert Series in 
Sandbach, and supports the music hub for Cheshire 
East. A committed and dedicated educator for 20 
years, Andy runs his annual Saxophone Course in La 
Moreau, France, is guest tutor at Harrogate summer 
school, and presents masterclasses throughout 
the world. He has many works included on the 
saxophone syllabi of ABRSM and Trinity/Guildhall.

www.andyscott.org.uk
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Time to hand over to Foden’s Vice 
President Ivor Stevenson who will tell you 
about Forgotten Place;

‘Forgotten Place is the first movement of 
the suite The	Dirty	River commissioned by 
Armagh Old Boys’ Band. February 2013 
saw the 13th annual visit of Foden’s Band 
to Armagh. In a brief respite from the 
hectic musical activities Foden’s Resident 
Composer, Andy Scott toured the length 
of the Dirty River with me. We didn’t see 
a drop of water since its channels have 
been piped, and the little river is largely 
forgotten despite its previous importance 
as a water supply to various tankards, a 
foundry, a flour mill, a brewery and finally 
the Gillis Factory in which world class 
linen damasks were made. As we travelled 
along the route of the river a theme was 
beginning to evolve: demolished; closed; 
covered over. At the end of our tour we 
stood in Gillis Yard, remnants of the old 
linen mill, the old water dam, the half 
chimney, old housing and stone buildings - 
a Forgotten Place!!!’

Ivor	Stevenson

In 2011 Foden’s Band launched its Solo 
Competition, and Fiona Rolfe asked me if I 

would compose a short work for the winner 
of the Open Class. I was glad to, and chose 
a poem that was written by Lemn Sissay 
(we had previously collaborated on the 
work My Mountain Top) that had recently 
been unveiled on the huge wall of a library 
at Manchester University. This short work 
that is scored for euphonium and piano 
mirrors the form of Lemn’s poem; three 
main sections that in this case are linked by 
euphonium cadenzas. Aaron Rivkin gave 
the world première of Let There be Peace at 
ITEC 2012 in Austria. I asked Bramwell Tovey 
if he might consider playing piano for this 
piece on the CD, and whilst he kindly agreed, 
I knew that as he is such an in-demand 
globe-trotting musician that it would be 
extremely fortunate if the recording actually 
materialised! Foden’s Principal Euphonium 
Glyn Williams and I headed to Taunton 
where Bramwell was directing a National 
Youth Brass Band of Great Britain course to 
record the piece. 

Forgotten Place & Let There be Peace 
seemed to me to be an appropriate way 
to conclude this particular journey. Maybe 
a time for reflection, with a sense of calm 
after the musical explorations heard on 
previous tracks.

Andy Scott
Andy Scott (b.1966) is becoming increasingly 
known worldwide for his creative projects, 
distinctive compositions and performing, and as an 
inspiring educator.

Embracing the key areas of performance, 
composition and education, Andy’s projects have 
recently taken him from his base in the UK to the 
USA, Mexico, Japan, Indonesia, Thailand, Singapore, 
Norway, France, Holland, Germany, and many more. 

His compositions, exclusively published by Astute 
Music, are performed, recorded and broadcast from 
Alaska to South Africa, Europe to Asia, with world 
premières at Carnegie Hall NYC, and the Southbank 
Centre London. Andy’s double saxophone concerto 
Dark Rain was awarded a prestigious British 
Composer Award 2006, whilst his work for Foden’s 
Brass Band, Spirit of Mingus was shortlisted for 
a BCA 2012. Branford Marsalis and the Scottish 
Chamber Orchestra, conducted by Clark Rundell, 
gave the world première of Andy’s saxophone 
concerto at the World Saxophone Congress in July 
2012, whilst plans for 2014-2015 include a guitar 
concerto for Craig Ogden and a trumpet concerto 
for Rex Richardson.

Andy is Composer in Residence of Foden’s Brass 
Band, with the CD of his compositions, A	World	Within, 
being awarded British Bandsman CD of the Year 2010. 
Foden’s and Andy, having being awarded a prestigious 
PRSF Biennial Award, will collaborate with poet Lemn 
Sissay MBE, opera singer Anna-Clare Monk and 
harpist Lauren Scott, to present a new work entitled 

A	Child	Like	You	at the Southbank Centre in London, 
and the Commonwealth Games in Glasgow in 2014.

Andy was saxophone soloist at Sir Richard Rodney 
Bennett’s 70th birthday concert at the Queen 
Elizabeth Hall, Southbank Centre in London, 
performing Concerto for Stan Getz, broadcast live 
on BBC Radio 3, with the BBC Concert Orchestra, 
conducted by John Wilson.

As a founder member and tenor saxophonist 
of Apollo Saxophone Quartet, Andy has won 
competitions such as the Royal Over-Seas League 
and the Tokyo International Chamber Music 
Competition, commissioned with the ASQ over 
one hundred works, many of which are now 
standard repertoire for sax quartets worldwide, 
broadcast many times for the BBC and Classic FM, 
and toured worldwide. In 2011 the ASQ created the 
Apollo Saxophone Orchestra, a twelve saxophone 
ensemble that recorded specially composed music 
from British icon Barbara Thompson.

SaxAssault is Andy’s nine-sax and rhythm section 
ensemble. This typifies Andy’s musical versatility 
and experience; a composer (writing for a 
combination of hand-picked musicians with jazz 
and classical backgrounds), a bandleader, and 
a performer. The CD Sax	 of	 Gold (2007) features 
Andy’s compositions, with special guests Bob 
Mintzer and Gwilym Simcock.

With percussionist/drummer Dave Hassell, Andy 
has created an experimental and daring Duo, 
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