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Innovation, initiative and vision are essential ingredients for any artistic movement.

When Manger Musikklag asked me to conduct on Glenn Van Looy`s new CD I immediately 
said yes. The idea seemed to embody all the above mentioned ingredients. The project 
involved new and exciting music, the chance to work with one of the world’s most progressive 
brass bands together with one of the leading soloists of our time.

The whole team was ‘holed up’ in a small hamlet, just over an hour’s drive north of Bergen, 
with vegetable patches and tractors being our only contact with civilization. (The place was 
not even on my GPS). The ensuing two days were a privilege to witness and a pleasure to be 
part of. Talented musicians, simply excelling.

The finished product is a collection of pieces testing both band and soloist to extremes 
where musical form, ideas and content overshadow instrumental technique exhibited for 
the sake of instrumental technique.

Allan Withington
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BAnd Personnel Once UpOn a Time
STeven verhelST

The opening gambit, in any fairy tale. The idea 
and inspiration for this charming concerto 
started many years ago in the small Belgium 
village of Grasheide. For composer Steven 
Verhelst, this fairy tale was in the making 
and based around a little boy with a passion 
for music and an outstanding ability on his 
euphonium. Steven was commissioned by Ingrid 
and Geert Van Looy, Glenn’s parents, to write 
the concerto for Glenn`s 21st birthday. Glenn 
won the prize for best soloist with this concerto 
at the World Music Contest in Kerkrade 2013.

OriSOn
STan nieUwenhUiS 

A solo piece for euphonium, it was written for 
Glenn Van Looy’s second solo album in 2013.
The piece opens with a cadenza, setting the 
atmosphere before the loops and effects kick 
in. There is a build-up of 3 loops that use such 
effects as delay and chorus using three lines, a 
bass, a harmonic and a melodic line. After the 
set-up of these loops a free melody starts to 
weave its way around the loops. The loops and 
melody eventually fade out creating a dream 
like ending. Orison  is the act of communication 
with a deity or spirit.

Kjeden
paUl mcGhee

Kjeden is Norwegian for ‘Chain’ and used 
in this case to describe a flexible musical 
sequence or series of connected elements.

A subtitled dialogue for Euphonium and Brass 
Band, Kjeden aims to explore the relationship 
between soloist and ensemble. The 
ensemble, rather than merely accompanying, 
interacts with the soloist and creates 
soundscapes which become the backdrop 
for the soloist’s extended passages. Many 
instruments from the ensemble become lead 
lines in the material and there is a constant 
dialogue between the instruments as each 
fight for importance.

Although the music draws to a definite 
conclusion, the re-introduction at the end 
of the piece of motifs and moods that occur 
at the beginning of the work means that the 
music comes full circle, finishing where it 
began. Indeed, it is the intention that the 
music in fact has no ending and is to be played 
on a loop continuously; further blurring the 
boundaries and becoming an unbroken chain 
of material.
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Manger Musikklag is a brass band from 
Manger in Radøy. The band is one of the 
oldest in Norway, and has a long tradition of 
excellent concert and contest achievements 
at home and abroad. Its members are 
amateur musicians, aged 16 to 50 years, and 
most have a background in the brass culture 
near Bergen. 

Manger Musikklag has established itself in 
the upper echelon of brass bands in Europe 
and has invested heavily in new music for 
the medium ever since the 1980s. This 
commitment has taken the band to the top 
in the European Championships, formed the 

basis of Manger Musikklag’s own Brasswind 
festival that was first held in 2004, and has 
also led to the vast repertoire of the band. 
In 2013 the band became World Champion at 
the World Music Contest held in Kerkrade, 
Holland, the first Norwegian band to do so 
since 2001.

Each season the band has a very busy concert 
schedule that embraces many genres and 
venues. The band often hosts visits of highly 
accomplished conductors and soloists. 
Manger Musikklag has produced a number of 
recordings and went into the studio in spring 
2013 to record two new CDs. 

mAnger musikklAgharry’S SOnG
peTer meechan

This is the second movement of a three 
movement concerto (Origins) written 
originally for euphonium and wind orchestra, 
dedicated to Swiss euphoniumist, Marco 
Schneider. Each movement has a different 
subject matter, all linked by the idea of origins: 
the first movement refers to musical origins; 
the second to the origins of life; and the 
final movement to space exploration – the 
research of all origins.

This movement is impressionistic in character 
with musical references to French writing of 
the early 20th century. 

The composer himself comments ‘The 
second movement, titled Harry’s Song, is – as 
tradition dictates – a slow movement. Happy 
and reflective in nature, the main melody was 
written on the evening that my closest friend, 
Mark Bousie (a fine euphonium player himself) 
and his wife Jayne, had their first child – Harry 
Bousie. It seemed only fitting that this song 
should be written for Harry in celebration.’

The concerto, Origins, was commissioned by 
Marco Schneider, Adrian Schneider and the 
Dunshan Wind Orchestra, Beijing, China.

Uphill
STan nieUwenhUiS 

Uphill was commissioned by Glenn Van Looy 
and dedicated to Samia Yusuf Omar, the 
Somalian athlete who died tragically whilst 
preparing for the 2012 Olympic Games 
in London. The concerto reflects her life 
and her struggles. Uphill consists of an 
introduction and three consecutive parts, 
each reflecting an episode in Samia’s life.

The introduction depicts crowd and 
background noise at the Olympic Games 
in Bejing in 2008, just prior to the starting 
shot of Samia’s 200m race. Part one reflects 
this race where Samia finishes last, almost 
out of sight of the camera. The response 
from the audience however is rapturous, 
desperately keen to reward her courage.

The second part of the piece depicts her 
struggles at home in Somalia and the 
misfortunes she encounters. Her life as 
an athlete is almost impossible but pride 
in her country and her obsession with 
making Somalia proud of her acts as strong 
inspiration.

The third part concentrates on Samia’s 
attempt to secure professional help in 
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time for the 2012 Olympic games. The 
Somalian government are unwilling to 
help with Samia`s travel expenses so 
she decides to travel by road to Europe 
in order to secure suitable training 
prior to the games.

This journey ends tragically after a fatal 
boat accident where Samia drowns 
trying to reach Italy from Libya.

abide wiTh me
william h. mOnK arr. paUl mcGhee

The arrangement takes the original 
hymn and uses the euphonium soloist 
as the central figure for the melodic 
line in all three verses. Surrounding the 
solo line is an irregular pulsed figure 
in the percussion to give the music 
an unsettled feel whilst the muted 
ensemble lightly colour the melodic 
contour of the soloist. 

From the low beginnings of the piece, 
where no high instrumentation is 
used, we are led through the darkened 
texture to a bright finale, although 
the sense of the forbidding is always 
present.

Allan Withington 

AllAn withington
Allan grew up in 
the intense brass 
band atmosphere of 
Northern England. He 
played principal cornet 
with both Wingates 
Band and Foden’s 
Band before studying 
at the Royal Northern 

College of Music under Howard Snell. After a 
freelance career where he played with some 
of Britain’s leading orchestras, including the 
London Symphony Orchestra, he moved to 
Norway to become a member of the Bergen 
Philharmonic Orchestra. 

It was whilst in Norway that he developed 
a passion for conducting and has made a 
huge contribution to the Norwegian brass 
band ‘explosion’. He accepted the position 
of professional musical director of the 
Brighouse and Rastrick band in 1994 which 
heralded the start of a hugely successful 
conducting career.

He has led some of the world’s leading brass 
bands, including Fairey, Grimethorpe, Foden’s 
from England and Eikanger, Manger and 
Stavanger from Norway.

His contest successes are well-documented 
with, among others, a total of seven national 
wins, to date, with four different bands. His 
latest successes are a memorable ‘double’ 
with Foden’s in 2012 and first place with 
Manger Musikklag at the World Music 
contest in Kerkrade in 2013. 

In the last six years Allan has been voted 
Conductor of the Year three times on the 
popular band site 4barsrest.

Allan is also known for his innovative 
programme ideas and has created a large 
number of orchestral concerts based on 
highly topical and sometimes controversial 
issues. His latest venture was to compose 
and write a full length musical theatre 
piece based on the life and times of Arthur 
Riothamus premièred in South-West 
France, summer 2013. 

Since 2009, Allan’s annual Conductors’ 
Summer school, in conjunction with Soli 
Brass from Holland and English composer 
and arranger Robin Dewhurst, has taken 
place in Leeuwarden, Northern Holland. The 
school has given many students from all 
over Europe a chance to benefit from Allan’s 
experience and expertise.
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Born in Bonheiden, in the province of Antwerp 
(Belgium), Glenn Van Looy has quickly 
established himself as one of the leading 
euphonium players of the 21st century. 

Glenn was introduced to playing at a young age 
by his father, bass trombonist Geert Van Looy. 
Immediately falling in love with the euphonium 
he continued study at the Secondary School of 
Art in Antwerp and the Lemmens Institute in 
Leuven, under the guidance of Nick Ost. 

Equally at home as a soloist performing in 
ensembles, his career began in a local wind 
band conducted by his father. His talents were 
soon recognised when, at the age of eleven, 
he was recruited as 2nd euphonium with 
championship section Festival Brass Band. At 
the tender age of 12 he began a 10 year tenure 
as solo euphonium of Brass Band Heist, a 
position he would hold until joining one of the 
top bands in Europe, Brass Band Buizingen, in 
2013. 

Glenn’s incredible journey as a soloist has 
seen him win prestigious competitions in 
Europe and beyond. His contribution to band 
performances has been celebrated through 

soloist awards at the Flemish Open Brass Band 
Championship and twice at the World Music 
Contest in Kerkrade (Holland). He has also 
received awards from Great Britain’s historic 
brass band contests, including the National 
Brass Band Championships 2011, British Open 
Senior Cup 2011 and British Open Senior 
Trophy 2010; all of which were performed with 
Beaumaris Band (Wales). 

It is Glenn’s achievements away from brass 
band contesting that separates him from 
his contemporaries. He has won the solo 
championships of his native Belgium in every 
category, the European Solo Championships 
in Linz (Austria), been the youngest winner 
of the British Open Solo Championship and 
the sought after title of International Soloist 
of the Year at the Ern Keller Memorial in 
Sydney (Australia). He has also won other 
prestigious international titles including the 
Jeju International Brass Competition (South 
Korea), UFAM Contest in Paris (France), 
Lieksa International Euphonium Competition 
(Finland) and the Dexia Classic Competition 
(Belgium); after which Glenn performed the 
Cosma euphonium concerto with Brussels 
Philharmonic Orchestra. 

As a freelance musician Glenn 
has performed with a variety of 
ensembles including all the top 
brass bands in Belgium, Leyland 
Band (England), Beaumaris 
Band (Wales), Co-operative 
Funeralcare Band (Scotland), 
Wallberg Band (Swizerland) 
and Brussels Philharmonic 
Orchestra. As a concert 
soloist he has performed with 
Brussels Philharmonic Orchestra, 
European Youth Brass Band, 
Yorkshire Building Society 
Band (England), Brighouse and 
Rastrick Band (England), Brass 
Band Willebroek (Belgium), 
Manger Musikklag (Norway), 
Royal Symphonic Band of the 
Belgian Guides, Royal Band of 
the Belgian Marines and other 
Belgian fanfare and wind bands.

You can find out more about 
Glenn at 
www.glennvanlooy.com 

g l e n n  V A n  l o o Y
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