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P A U L  L O VA T T - C O O P E R
Paul Lovatt-Cooper is an accomplished musician and one of the most sought-after 
young composing talents of his generation.

Paul has enjoyed performances of his works including world premières in the UK 
and in countries worldwide, including Japan, Australia, Switzerland, Ireland, Austria, 
Holland, Belgium, New Zealand and the United States.

His pieces have been performed in some of the world’s finest 
concert halls, including Birmingham’s Symphony Hall, 
Austria’s Brucknerhaus Concert Hall, Norway’s Grieg Hall, 
Holland’s De Lawei Concert Hall, London’s Royal Albert 
Hall, New York’s Carnegie Hall and Sydney Opera House. 

He is regularly in demand to compose for major concerts, 
events and festivals including the National Festival of 
Music for Youth, the English National Brass Band 
Championships, the Tartan Heart Festival, the 
National Youth Championships of Great Britain, 
Swiss and Dutch National Championships, the 
World Brass Band Championships and the BBC 
Festival of Brass. 

He has composed for international soloists 
including David Childs, Brett Baker, Perry 
Hoogendijk, Les Neish and Owen Farr. He has 

Also available at www.worldofbrass.com

also composed for many ensembles including Black Dyke Band, Brighouse & Rastrick 
Band, Cory Band, the National Children’s Brass Band of Great Britain, the National 
Youth Brass Band of Scotland and The International Staff Band of The Salvation Army. 
Paul’s music has been featured on many television and radio stations worldwide, 
including the BBC and ITV and also BBC Radio 2 and Radio 3. 

Now working in television, Paul has composed the music soundtrack for the critically 
acclaimed and award winning BBC production Strange Hill High. He has also 
composed the music soundtrack for Disney’s production of Club Penguin. He has 
released three bestselling albums Walking With Heroes, Only For You and Through 
the Flames exclusively featuring the music of Paul Lovatt-Cooper recorded by the world 
famous Black Dyke Band.

You can visit Paul’s website www.plcmusic.com

THANKS
I must say, it has been a huge honour and pleasure to be associated with Black Dyke 
Band and their Music Director Professor Nicholas Childs. I joined ‘Dyke’ as their 
percussionist in 2002 and shortly after I was also appointed as their Composer in 
Association. Nick has been the driving force behind my musical development and we 
enjoy a close friendship – thank you for your continued friendship and support. 

To the band – what can I say? As always, unbelievable playing from all. I always 
enjoy my time with you whether it’s playing, composing, conducting or providing the 
entertainment at our annual Band Dinner. Our moto ‘Justum Perficito Nihil Timeto’ will 
always be our driving force.

Zoe Hancock Katrina Marzella

Paul playing kit during the Holland Brass Festival with Black Dyke Band



Through the Flames was composed for Professor Nicholas Childs and Black Dyke 
Band. This concert work has lots of energy and drive and was especially composed 
for the amazing musicians and soloists within the band. With soaring melodies, it is a 
fitting opener to this album. 

Originally composed for the Senshu University Tamana High School Band’s 50th 
anniversary, Tale of the Dragon is a dramatic concert piece. This composition is in 
programmatic form and follows an old Japanese adventure...

The music opens at the gates of an ancient Japanese Empire, plagued by a fearsome 
dragon. Battle ensues with the soldiers and the dragon but to no avail. Fearing for his 
people, the Emperor decrees that if anyone can defeat the dragon they can have his 
daughter’s hand in marriage. The slow middle section introduces the beautiful princess 
represented by the soprano cornet. A young and brave soldier meets the Emperor’s 
daughter in the grounds of the temple and they both fall in love. He decides to take 
on the dragon and accepts the challenge. The finale begins at the foot of an erupting 
volcano. The soldier finds the dragon and they enter into battle. After a fearsome fight 
and summoning every last bit of his strength, the young soldier manages to drive his 
sword into the dragon’s heart, finishing victorious and enabling him to marry his true 
love.

Jubilance was commissioned by the Fred Longworth High School Band to celebrate 
the school’s 50th anniversary. As a past pupil I was honoured to be invited to compose 
this work. Starting with an atmospheric opening, the piece quickly gains momentum. 
With lots of drive and energy, Jubilance uses a variety of popular music styles and 
features an array of soloists within the ensemble.

P R O G R A M M E 2014 the band, for the 30th time, was declared British Open Champion at Symphony 
Hall, Birmingham. The band has also been National Champion of Great Britain on 23 
occasions, most recently in October 2014, becoming Double Champions in 2014. In 
2009, and again in 2011, 2012 and 2013, it became Champion Band at the English 
National Championships.

Black Dyke Band is the most recorded band in the world, with over 350 recordings 
and the number growing every year. Under Prof. Childs, it has received multiple CD of 
the Year awards in the brass press. One mark of the band’s reputation came in August 
2007 when Black Dyke was invited to take part in the BBC Promenade Concerts at 
the Royal Albert Hall, London. The band has appeared in major concerts halls around 
the world from New York to Tokyo. Its performing and recording schedule can be 
considered among the busiest and most productive of any British brass band.

In 2006, as part of its initiative to sponsor the work of young people, Black Dyke 
Band, under the guidance of Prof. Nicholas Childs assisted by qualified members, 
formed the Yorkshire Youth Brass Band. The purpose of the enterprise is to inspire 
and motivate young people aged 11 to 21 in full time education to achieve their full 
potential as musicians, composers and citizens.

The band takes its logo of the stag’s head and Latin quotation from the armorial bearings 
granted in 1857 to John Foster, founder of the band. The quotation translates to

“ACT JUSTLY AND FEAR NOTHING”
www.blackdykeband.co.uk

With His First Breath is the haunting slow melody taken from the middle movement 
of my larger work Breath of Souls. I composed it for the amazing international baritone 
soloist Katrina Marzella. I have always been a big fan of Katrina’s playing and this 
slow melody is played beautifully by her. With His First Breath is dedicated to my 
son, Luca.

Commissioned by Carole Crompton on behalf of Bolsover District Council, The Final 
Voyage marks the 100th anniversary of the final fateful journey of HMS Hampshire.

On June 5th 1916 it set sail for Russia with a crew of 737 men and Lord Kitchener 
aboard. The piece paints a musical picture of its final journey. Opening with a lower 
brass fanfare, HMS Hampshire is unveiled in port as the crew starts its journey. The 
piece gains momentum as the ship sets sail into the open waters. However, storms 
begin to emerge and the ocean waters make sailing conditions extremely difficult. 
The storms are too much for the ship and a huge explosion rips the ship in two and 
it sinks into the deep waters. Only 12 people survived this tragic event and they are 
represented by 12 fanfares within the brass as the ship sinks to the bottom of the sea. 
The crew’s heroism and bravery is reflected in the final moments of the piece as it 
builds to a dramatic close. 

My arrangement of Cuthbert Howard’s hymn tune Lloyd was made for my good 
friends Wayland and Yvonne Roberts. The hymn tune is performed by the different 
sections in the band before growing to a majestic close. It is dedicated to the memory 
of Archibald Roberts – a true man of God.

Switzerland is the setting for Streamline Peaks – composed to celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of the Glassworks Brass Band St-Prex. Streamline Peaks is a fast paced 
exciting concert piece that depicts a train journey across the glorious Swiss Alps.

the training of outstanding young musicians both at the collegiate level and within the 
National Youth Brass Band of Great Britain. He has taken his teaching and conducting 
skills to a variety of outstanding brass bands outside the UK. 

Nicholas Childs is the current Artistic Director and founder of the Yorkshire Youth Brass 
Band and Music Director for the National Children’s Brass Band of Great Britain. 
He has served as the Director of The National Youth Brass Band of Denmark and 
Associate Conductor of the National Youth Brass Band of Great Britain, and has 
gained national championship titles in England, Wales, Scotland, France, Sweden 
and Norway.

Located in the Yorkshire village of Queensbury, Black Dyke Band holds the highest 
rank in the worldwide brass band community. Critics have rightfully declared it to 
‘stand alone’ in the history of brass bands. Starting in 1816 as a brass and reed 
band, the modern brass band sites its founding year as 1855, under the title Black 
Dyke Mills Band, named after the firm run by John Foster and Sons that sponsored 
the group. The band’s heralded story told in 150 Golden Years (1855-2005) by one 
of its former conductors, the late Dr Roy Newsome, demonstrates a band that has 
dominated the British contest arena from its earliest days.

Not content to rest on past laurels, Black Dyke has continued to garner significant wins 
under its current Music Director, Prof. Nicholas Childs, who took on musical leadership 
of the band in the autumn of 2000. In 2015, the band became European Champion 
Band for the 13th time. Although they have not entered the contest every year, in 

BLACK DYKE BAND



The Life Within was composed for the groundbreaking multimedia production 
‘Childs Play’. This piece has been adapted as a stand-alone concert and contest work. 
There are two main themes that develop throughout the piece. The first hymn-like theme 
can be heard after the atmospheric opening and starts as a quartet. The second is a 
shorter and more punchy syncopated motif that follows after theme one. These two 
musical fragments are integrated and developed as the piece takes the musicians and 
listener on a musical journey. Encompassing a variety of styles and showcasing the 
many soloists within this ensemble, this piece is a real tour-de-force. 

Composed especially for Black Dyke Band, When Thunder Calls is an effective 
‘opener’ to either a first or second half. Beginning with marching percussion, each 
section of the ensemble enters performing rhythmic or melodic phrases that quote the 
main theme. This continues to build until the final group enter – the fanfare cornets. 
They play antiphonally to bring the music to a thunderous close. 

Flying the Flag was commissioned by Brass Band Erschwil to celebrate their 10th 
anniversary with their conductor Martin Altenbach. They asked for a march to play 
and so I really enjoyed composing this up-tempo lively concert piece. This march is 
packed with all the traditional elements: a lively opening, a roaring bass solo, a trio 
section featuring the amazing Richard Marshall and then a robust finale section to 
bring this lively march to a close.

I composed By Trevone Bay for Black Dyke’s amazing international flugel horn 
soloist and my girlfriend Zoe Hancock. Trevone Bay is a beautiful secluded coastal 
area in Cornwall near Zoe’s family home in Roche. In my opinion, Zoe is one of the 
finest flugel players in the world and I wanted to compose this slow melody to show 
off her amazing lyrical playing. Here, as I’m sure you would agree, her performance 
is breathtaking. 

and 2014 with Black Dyke Band and 1999 with Foden’s Courtois. With Black 
Dyke he has also won the coveted British Open in 2005, 2006 and 2014, and the 
European Championship in 2005, 2012 and 2015. He won his first English National 
Championship with Black Dyke in June 2009, and again in 2011, 2012 and 2013.

In 2006 Professor Childs received an honorary doctorate and in 2008 he accepted 
a Professorship from Leeds Metropolitan University. In 2007 Nicholas Childs received 
the Iles Medal from the Worshipful Company of Musicians in recognition of his 
outstanding contribution to the brass band movement. A year later, in 2008, he was 
awarded the Freeman of the City of London. Most recently Nicholas was awarded 
a Professorship at the Royal Northern College of Music. College Principal, Professor 
Linda Merrick, revealed that “We are very proud to be able to honour Nicholas 
Childs’ outstanding contribution to the music profession with a professorial title and 
I look forward to working with him as we enhance our brass band offer at the Royal 
Northern College of Music under the aegis of the new Philip Jones Centre of Brass.”

As one of the world’s most recognized masters of the euphonium and brass specialist, 
Nicholas has performed and taught throughout the United Kingdom, Europe, Australia, 
Africa, the Far East, Canada, and the United States. He has appeared with such 
groups as the BBC Philharmonic, Hallé Orchestra, United States Marine Band (“The 
President’s Own”), the London Symphony Brass and the Canadian Brass. In addition, 
he has been featured with nearly every major brass band throughout the world and 
many wind bands, especially in university settings within the United States, where he 
has been equally acclaimed for his teaching and clinic work.

With his roots in the British brass band tradition, having first been trained in the 
Tredegar (Wales) Youth Band, Professor Childs continues to give important emphasis 
to the development of the brass band movement. This comes through his commitment to 

Heralded as a leading figure in the worldwide brass 
community, Professor Nicholas Childs (DMA – Conducting, 
University of Salford) has rightfully achieved the highest 
international reputation as a performer, teacher-clinician, 
conductor, interpreter and advocate of new music, and 
producer of pacesetting recordings. Initial success came 
as a euphonium soloist and partner with his talented 
brother, Dr Robert Childs, who together have literally 
toured the world as The Childs Brothers, performing in 
many of the world’s most famous concert halls with the 
most prestigious bands and orchestras. Taking up the 
baton as a brass band conductor, Nicholas has had 
phenomenal success with many brass bands, including highly acclaimed regional 
and national championships. His current tenure as Principal Conductor and Music 
Director of the famous Black Dyke Band has been marked with significant contest 
success, as well as a series of innovative concerts, world premières and recordings 
of major works for brass band with a variety of soloists and musical combinations. 
He continues his advocacy of new music within the outstanding catalogue of brass 
and wind band recordings he has recorded and produced. Not content with these 
activities, Professor Childs is in great demand as a teacher, clinician and consultant 
throughout the academic community.

In the brass band contest scene he has reached the pinnacle of success with six 
wins at the National Championships of Great Britain; 2001, 2004, 2008, 2009 

Road to Run was commissioned by Professor Nicholas Childs for the National 
Children’s Band of Great Britain. The band is an elite group of 9-16 year old musicians 
who enjoy a hard-working week of music making every summer. Road to Run is a 
lively funky concert work that features various sections and soloists within the band. It 
is one of mine and Zoe’s favourite pieces.

I owe a lot of my musical achievements to my upbringing in The Salvation Army. When 
I was invited to compose a piece for Dr Stephen Cobb and The International Staff Band 
of The Salvation Army to celebrate their 120th anniversary year, I was delighted. I 
chose three songs of worship that had a great influence in my SA upbringing. Richard 
Phillips’ setting of Psalm 95 Sing for Joy, Howard Davies’ emotive Lord, you know that 
we love you and Laurie Klein’s song I love you Lord. These three songs I have worked 
into my own material to create a dramatic finale, Fire in the Blood, which is a fitting 
conclusion to this album.

PROFESSOR NICHOLAS J. CHILDS
DMA, MA, FLCM, ARCM (Hons)
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With His First Breath is the haunting slow melody taken from the middle movement 
of my larger work Breath of Souls. I composed it for the amazing international baritone 
soloist Katrina Marzella. I have always been a big fan of Katrina’s playing and this 
slow melody is played beautifully by her. With His First Breath is dedicated to my 
son, Luca.

Commissioned by Carole Crompton on behalf of Bolsover District Council, The Final 
Voyage marks the 100th anniversary of the final fateful journey of HMS Hampshire.

On June 5th 1916 it set sail for Russia with a crew of 737 men and Lord Kitchener 
aboard. The piece paints a musical picture of its final journey. Opening with a lower 
brass fanfare, HMS Hampshire is unveiled in port as the crew starts its journey. The 
piece gains momentum as the ship sets sail into the open waters. However, storms 
begin to emerge and the ocean waters make sailing conditions extremely difficult. 
The storms are too much for the ship and a huge explosion rips the ship in two and 
it sinks into the deep waters. Only 12 people survived this tragic event and they are 
represented by 12 fanfares within the brass as the ship sinks to the bottom of the sea. 
The crew’s heroism and bravery is reflected in the final moments of the piece as it 
builds to a dramatic close. 

My arrangement of Cuthbert Howard’s hymn tune Lloyd was made for my good 
friends Wayland and Yvonne Roberts. The hymn tune is performed by the different 
sections in the band before growing to a majestic close. It is dedicated to the memory 
of Archibald Roberts – a true man of God.

Switzerland is the setting for Streamline Peaks – composed to celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of the Glassworks Brass Band St-Prex. Streamline Peaks is a fast paced 
exciting concert piece that depicts a train journey across the glorious Swiss Alps.

the training of outstanding young musicians both at the collegiate level and within the 
National Youth Brass Band of Great Britain. He has taken his teaching and conducting 
skills to a variety of outstanding brass bands outside the UK. 

Nicholas Childs is the current Artistic Director and founder of the Yorkshire Youth Brass 
Band and Music Director for the National Children’s Brass Band of Great Britain. 
He has served as the Director of The National Youth Brass Band of Denmark and 
Associate Conductor of the National Youth Brass Band of Great Britain, and has 
gained national championship titles in England, Wales, Scotland, France, Sweden 
and Norway.

Located in the Yorkshire village of Queensbury, Black Dyke Band holds the highest 
rank in the worldwide brass band community. Critics have rightfully declared it to 
‘stand alone’ in the history of brass bands. Starting in 1816 as a brass and reed 
band, the modern brass band sites its founding year as 1855, under the title Black 
Dyke Mills Band, named after the firm run by John Foster and Sons that sponsored 
the group. The band’s heralded story told in 150 Golden Years (1855-2005) by one 
of its former conductors, the late Dr Roy Newsome, demonstrates a band that has 
dominated the British contest arena from its earliest days.

Not content to rest on past laurels, Black Dyke has continued to garner significant wins 
under its current Music Director, Prof. Nicholas Childs, who took on musical leadership 
of the band in the autumn of 2000. In 2015, the band became European Champion 
Band for the 13th time. Although they have not entered the contest every year, in 

BLACK DYKE BAND

Through the Flames was composed for Professor Nicholas Childs and Black Dyke 
Band. This concert work has lots of energy and drive and was especially composed 
for the amazing musicians and soloists within the band. With soaring melodies, it is a 
fitting opener to this album. 

Originally composed for the Senshu University Tamana High School Band’s 50th 
anniversary, Tale of the Dragon is a dramatic concert piece. This composition is in 
programmatic form and follows an old Japanese adventure...

The music opens at the gates of an ancient Japanese Empire, plagued by a fearsome 
dragon. Battle ensues with the soldiers and the dragon but to no avail. Fearing for his 
people, the Emperor decrees that if anyone can defeat the dragon they can have his 
daughter’s hand in marriage. The slow middle section introduces the beautiful princess 
represented by the soprano cornet. A young and brave soldier meets the Emperor’s 
daughter in the grounds of the temple and they both fall in love. He decides to take 
on the dragon and accepts the challenge. The finale begins at the foot of an erupting 
volcano. The soldier finds the dragon and they enter into battle. After a fearsome fight 
and summoning every last bit of his strength, the young soldier manages to drive his 
sword into the dragon’s heart, finishing victorious and enabling him to marry his true 
love.

Jubilance was commissioned by the Fred Longworth High School Band to celebrate 
the school’s 50th anniversary. As a past pupil I was honoured to be invited to compose 
this work. Starting with an atmospheric opening, the piece quickly gains momentum. 
With lots of drive and energy, Jubilance uses a variety of popular music styles and 
features an array of soloists within the ensemble.

P R O G R A M M E 2014 the band, for the 30th time, was declared British Open Champion at Symphony 
Hall, Birmingham. The band has also been National Champion of Great Britain on 23 
occasions, most recently in October 2014, becoming Double Champions in 2014. In 
2009, and again in 2011, 2012 and 2013, it became Champion Band at the English 
National Championships.

Black Dyke Band is the most recorded band in the world, with over 350 recordings 
and the number growing every year. Under Prof. Childs, it has received multiple CD of 
the Year awards in the brass press. One mark of the band’s reputation came in August 
2007 when Black Dyke was invited to take part in the BBC Promenade Concerts at 
the Royal Albert Hall, London. The band has appeared in major concerts halls around 
the world from New York to Tokyo. Its performing and recording schedule can be 
considered among the busiest and most productive of any British brass band.

In 2006, as part of its initiative to sponsor the work of young people, Black Dyke 
Band, under the guidance of Prof. Nicholas Childs assisted by qualified members, 
formed the Yorkshire Youth Brass Band. The purpose of the enterprise is to inspire 
and motivate young people aged 11 to 21 in full time education to achieve their full 
potential as musicians, composers and citizens.

The band takes its logo of the stag’s head and Latin quotation from the armorial bearings 
granted in 1857 to John Foster, founder of the band. The quotation translates to

“ACT JUSTLY AND FEAR NOTHING”
www.blackdykeband.co.uk



also composed for many ensembles including Black Dyke Band, Brighouse & Rastrick 
Band, Cory Band, the National Children’s Brass Band of Great Britain, the National 
Youth Brass Band of Scotland and The International Staff Band of The Salvation Army. 
Paul’s music has been featured on many television and radio stations worldwide, 
including the BBC and ITV and also BBC Radio 2 and Radio 3. 

Now working in television, Paul has composed the music soundtrack for the critically 
acclaimed and award winning BBC production Strange Hill High. He has also 
composed the music soundtrack for Disney’s production of Club Penguin. He has 
released three bestselling albums Walking With Heroes, Only For You and Through 
the Flames exclusively featuring the music of Paul Lovatt-Cooper recorded by the world 
famous Black Dyke Band.

You can visit Paul’s website www.plcmusic.com

THANKS
I must say, it has been a huge honour and pleasure to be associated with Black Dyke 
Band and their Music Director Professor Nicholas Childs. I joined ‘Dyke’ as their 
percussionist in 2002 and shortly after I was also appointed as their Composer in 
Association. Nick has been the driving force behind my musical development and we 
enjoy a close friendship – thank you for your continued friendship and support. 

To the band – what can I say? As always, unbelievable playing from all. I always 
enjoy my time with you whether it’s playing, composing, conducting or providing the 
entertainment at our annual Band Dinner. Our moto ‘Justum Perficito Nihil Timeto’ will 
always be our driving force.

Zoe Hancock Katrina Marzella

Paul playing kit during the Holland Brass Festival with Black Dyke Band
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P A U L  L O VA T T - C O O P E R
Paul Lovatt-Cooper is an accomplished musician and one of the most sought-after 
young composing talents of his generation.

Paul has enjoyed performances of his works including world premières in the UK 
and in countries worldwide, including Japan, Australia, Switzerland, Ireland, Austria, 
Holland, Belgium, New Zealand and the United States.

His pieces have been performed in some of the world’s finest 
concert halls, including Birmingham’s Symphony Hall, 
Austria’s Brucknerhaus Concert Hall, Norway’s Grieg Hall, 
Holland’s De Lawei Concert Hall, London’s Royal Albert 
Hall, New York’s Carnegie Hall and Sydney Opera House. 

He is regularly in demand to compose for major concerts, 
events and festivals including the National Festival of 
Music for Youth, the English National Brass Band 
Championships, the Tartan Heart Festival, the 
National Youth Championships of Great Britain, 
Swiss and Dutch National Championships, the 
World Brass Band Championships and the BBC 
Festival of Brass. 

He has composed for international soloists 
including David Childs, Brett Baker, Perry 
Hoogendijk, Les Neish and Owen Farr. He has 

Also available at www.worldofbrass.com



1. THROUGH THE FLAMES 3.32

2. TALE OF THE DRAGON 7.59

3. JUBILANCE  5.33

4. WITH HIS FIRST BREATH 5.08
 BARITONE SOLOIST KATRINA MARZELLA 

5. THE FINAL VOYAGE* 8.12

6. LLOYD 4.11

7. STREAMLINE PEAKS* 5.08

8. THE LIFE WITHIN  11.08

9. WHEN THUNDER CALLS 3.40

10. FLYING THE FLAG 2.29

11. BY TREVONE BAY 4.36
 FLUGEL HORN SOLOIST ZOE HANCOCK 

12. ROAD TO RUN 5.38

13. FIRE IN THE BLOOD 9.43

  

TOTAL CD PLAYING TIME 78.01

*Conducted by the composer

All tracks © PLC Music Publishing

T H R O U G H  T H E  F L A M E S
T H E  M U S I C  O F  P A U L  L O V A T T - C O O P E R  V O L U M E  I I I


