


I n demand the world over as a soloist, 
clinician and teacher, Tom is now 
approaching a decade in Cory Band’s 

Principal Cornet seat – a time throughout 
which his sparkling contribution has in no 
small measure helped the band retain its 
number one world ranking. With this latest 
CD showcasing his phenomenal development 

as a cornet player, Tom was keen to record 
music which has played an important part 
in his musical life so far. He does it in his own 
immaculate and inimitable style, although 
the snapshot of his playing comes within the 
context of a career for which there is still the 
promise of much to come, and therefore the 
title This Way seemed perfect for the disc.

In the three years since
Tom Hutchinson released his debut 

solo CD In Principal in 2015, the 
story of his meteoric rise to the 

pinnacle of the world of brass has 
continued unabated.

» This Way



The CD opens with a piece composed 
for Tom in 2015 by Cory Band’s 
Musical Director Philip Harper. The 

theme for Cory’s Brass in Concert programme 
was The Four Elements of the Universe, and he 
had in mind to represent the element of fire 
in the cornet solo, which he called Fuego! 
He says: “Although there’s nothing that Tom 
isn’t brilliant at, he seemed to me to excel 
particularly in the Latin stuff, and that was 
my starting point. The piece also pays tribute 
to lots of the solos which I’d heard Tom wow 
audiences with before – Harry James’ Trumpet 
Concerto, Tico Tico and Charivari to name but 
three.”

The major work on the CD follows, the 
Concerto for Cornet and Brass Band by Derek 
Bourgeois, which was composed especially 
for Tom in 2016. Bourgeois had been one of 
Tom’s most-admired composers with a long 
career in writing for brass, although until this 
point (rather unbelievably!) no concerto for 
cornet. This recording is now being issued 
posthumously as the composer sadly lost his 
long battle with cancer and passed away in 
2017, making this concerto the last he ever 
wrote.

»
THE 
MUSIC

There are three movements and the work 
is based on the classical model, just like 
Bourgeois’ Trombone Concerto upon which 
Tom asked the composer to model this work. 
A Sonata movement opens, with a snaking 
figure in the cornet leading to dramatic 
outbursts from the band, eventually reaching 
the first subject, a typically-Bourgeois 
devilishly agile affair. The second subject 
is much quainter, allowing the soloist more 
opportunity for lyricism, although the 
Bourgeois quirkiness is woven into almost 
every bar. The development section is brief, 
but is a roller-coaster of ideas pushing 
the soloist to the technical limits, often in 
interplay with soprano cornet in the highest 
range, before the recapitulation pre-empts a 
muscle-bound close.

The second movement is a study in nostalgia, 
with a quasi old-fashioned melody to which 
the composer returns numerous times. In 
between are several contrasting episodes 
with Bourgeois’ trademark ‘blink of an eye’ 
enharmonic switches and after a huge 
climax, the movement ends serenely, its rose-
tinted sentiment maintained to the last.

The final movement is a riot of technique and 
flamboyance, and draws direct comparisons 
with the finale of the Trombone Concerto and 
its own compound-time Rondo structure. 
The moods range from diabolic to joyful to, 
outrageously at one point, a Highland Fling! 
As we reach our climax the tam tam strikes, 
which leads into a spectral cadenza section 
where the soloist summarises matters with a 
ghostly percussion accompaniment, before 
a headlong rush to the finish post – a tour-
de-force moment to end a tour-de-force 
concerto.

After the unique world of Derek Bourgeois, 
the next track brings us back down to earth. 
A Brown Bird Singing by Haydn Wood was 
the first solo which Tom broadcast with Cory 
Band in 2010 on BBC Radio 3. The lyrics tell 
of the little brown bird ‘singing in the hush of 
the darkness and the dew’ and ‘would that 
the song of my heart could go winging to you.’

The Paragon has been one of Tom’s most 
recent solos with Cory, including earlier in 
2018 in the presence of Tom’s idol, James 
Shepherd. Composed for an ex-principal of 



Black Dyke Band, Mr Harold Pinches, the solo 
features the technique of triple-tonguing.

One of the defining features of any soloist’s 
career is the musical relationships they make 
along the way. On Tom’s debut disc his good 
friend Dan Price composed a new piece – A 
Puddle Duck Suite. The creative partnership 
has been continued on this current disc, with 
a new piece from Dan Price called, rather 
seductively, Montmartre Jardins sous la 
Pluie. The piece is written using the musical 
language of the French Impressionists, 
Debussy and Ravel in particular, and gives 
an intoxicating backdrop for the florid, semi-
improvised lines of the cornet solo. It is a 
sumptuous addition to this disc.

Edward Gregson’s Prelude and Capriccio 
was a piece which Tom played in the final 
recital of his undergraduate degree at 
the Royal Northern College of Music in 
Manchester, shortly before relocating to 
Wales to play with Cory Band. Composed 
in 1973 the bipartite music is typical of 
Gregson’s early style – singing melodies and 
striking harmonies, often based on 4ths. It 

provides a stern test for any cornet player to 
this day.

Kjetil Haaland is another good friend of 
Tom’s, a professional artist in Norway 
whom Tom met on one of his overseas solo 
appearances when they realised they had a 
lot in common. As well as painting several 
pictures of Tom himself, Kjetil has now also 
composed a piece for him which he plays on 
flugel horn – Images.

Hejre Kati has been one of Tom’s favourites 
for many years, as have many of the tracks by 
Rafael Mendez, the Mexican trumpeter known 
as the ‘Heifetz of the Trumpet’. Tom dispatches 
this with his usual panache – a laid-back and 
lyrical melody followed by virtuosic fireworks.

Sonia by Alec Templeton is another golden-
oldie much admired by Tom, especially in the 
performance by past Cory Principal Cornet 
Jim Davies. It takes the format of many cornet 
solos of the late 19th century – a touching 
portrait of a beloved partner, to be played with 
much rubato.

Tom’s immediate predecessor at Cory Band 
was Ian Williams (pictured right) who had 
held the seat for 20 years. Ian became one 
of Tom’s biggest mentors and sources of 
encouragement in his early days with Cory 
and the whole band were stunned at Ian’s 
sudden death in March 2018. To portray Tom’s 
and the band’s sense of loss, Philip Harper 
has arranged the Swedish hymn-tune How 
Great Thou Art which Tom includes here as a 
heartfelt tribute to Ian’s memory.

The final track belongs in the family. It is a new 
arrangement by David Griffiths of Jerry Jeff 
Walker’s Mr Bojangles, as recorded by Robbie 
Williams, Tom’s mum Jayne’s favourite song. 
After this celebration of Tom Hutchinson’s life 
with the cornet so far, a tribute to his mother is 
the perfect way to sign off!

Philip Harper

Window reflection, New York
by Kjetil Haaland



Tom began learning the cornet at 
the age of nine and joined his local 
brass band, Stannington. As an early 

teenager he joined Barnsley Building Society 
Band and quickly ascended to the position 
of Principal Cornet. Tom’s first taste of 
playing ‘top man’ in a championship section 
band happened a few years later, aged 15, 
when he joined Rothwell Temperance Band.

During these formative years Tom also 
played solo cornet with the National Youth 

Brass Band of Great Britain including 
two courses as leader. It was the Band’s 
Associate Conductor, Dr Nicholas Childs, 
who noticed his talent and later invited him 
to join the world famous Black Dyke Band.
Tom played for ‘Dyke’ on repiano cornet 
and, at the age of 18, was promoted to 
tutti solo cornet. He played with Black 
Dyke for four years, contributing to many 
contest successes, including the British 
Open, English National and National 
Championship of Great Britain titles. 

»
Tom
Hutchinson

“Musicians like Tom Hutchinson
are rare in the world of brass bands.

Passionately devoted to his art, he 
is surely one of the best cornet 

players of his generation.”
Philip Harper



During his time with ‘Dyke’ he also toured 
extensively across Europe and Australia.

After his graduation from the Royal 
Northern College of Music in 2009 studying 
under Richard Marshall, Tom was invited 
to join the mighty Cory Band as Principal 
Cornet. After leading the band in his first 
year to its hat-trick winning European title in 
2010, he has since lead Cory to British Open 
titles in 2011, 2016 and 2018, Welsh regional 
titles in 2011, 2012, 2014, 2015, 2017 and 
2018, Brass in Concert Championship wins 
in 2012, 2013, 2015 and 2016, the European 
title once again in 2013 and 2016, and three 
National Final wins in 2013, 2015 and 2016.

A few highlights of his time so far at Cory 
have been receiving the band’s Player of the 
Year award twice in 2012 and 2015, releasing 
his debut solo CD In Principal, and leading 
Cory to its historic Grand Slam achievement 
in 2016, with the band finishing off the year 
as the world’s No.1 ranked brass band for a 
consecutive and unprecedented 10 years.

As well as playing Principal Cornet with the 
Cory band, he is a Professor of Cornet at the 
Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama, 
brass specialist with Ev-entz Music, cornet 
tutor for the National Youth Brass Band of 
Wales and cornet tutor for the National 
Children’s Brass Band of Great Britain.

As a Besson artist Tom represents the Buffet 
Group across the world and over the past 
few years has performed as a soloist in 
Australia, New Zealand, Japan, Canada 
and the USA.

www.tom-hutchinson.co.uk

Cory Band made history in 2016 by winning 
a Grand Slam, as well as becoming the first 
band in history to be Quadruple Champions 
– simultaneously holding the National, British 
Open, European and Brass in Concert titles. 
However, it has a long and illustrious history. 
Formed in 1884, it originally bore the name ‘Ton 
Temperance’. In 1895 Sir Clifford Cory, the local 
colliery owner, heard the band and offered to 
provide financial assistance, resulting in the band’s 
change of name to Cory.

In 1980 the band became European Champion 
and in 1984, its centenary year, it won the third 
in a hat-trick of National titles at the Royal Albert 
Hall, London, conducted by the charismatic 
Major Arthur Kenney. In 2000 the band achieved 
a historic double by winning both the Nationals 
and, for the first time in its history, the British 
Open, conducted by Dr Robert Childs. In 2008-
10 the band achieved a hat-trick of European Brass 
Band Champion titles.

» Cory  Band

Tom with his parents, Jayne and Mike



» Philip Harper

Since 2012, the band has been conducted by 
Philip Harper, winning another two European 
titles (2013, 2016), three Nationals (2013, 2015, 
2016), four Brass in Concert titles (2012, 2013, 
2015, 2016) and the British Open (2016, 2018). 
In 2014, it became the inaugural winner of TV 
Channel S4C’s Band Cymru programme. It 
toured Australia in 2013 and the USA in February 
2016, 40 years after its last visit.

Cory Band has also developed musically outside 
of the contest field. In 2001, together with the BBC 
National Orchestra of Wales it was appointed as 
resident ensemble to the Royal Welsh College of 
Music and Drama, and in the same year appointed 
Dr John Pickard as its Composer in Residence. 
John Pickard’s tenure with the band ended in July 
2005 when the band made history giving the 
première performance of his Gaia Symphony at 
the prestigious Cheltenham International Festival. 
The Symphony was broadcast live on Radio 3 and 
lasting over an hour in duration, it is currently the 
largest scale original work in the repertory.

The band is dedicated to new music, raising the 
profile of the brass band genre and keeping music 
alive in Wales. It has an active commissioning 

policy and has performed works by many of 
Britain’s leading composers; John McCabe, Judith 
Bingham, Elgar Howarth, Edward Gregson, Alun 
Hoddinott, Karl Jenkins, Gareth Wood, David 
Bedford, to name but a few. The band’s current 
Composer in Residence is Christopher Bond.

Cory is also passionate about education and the 
Cory Academy was established in 2013. It is, in 
effect, Cory Band’s outreach programme, and 
there are now 15 local member bands for which 
Cory Band provides tuition and advice to young 
players on a weekly basis, as well as recruiting in 
local schools.

Cory Band is recognised as one the Principality’s 
finest and most innovative music ensembles. 
Its numerous CD recordings and live concert 
performances have received worldwide acclaim.

www.coryband.com
Philip Harper became Musical Director of Cory Band in 2012. Since then he has won all the major 
trophies, including an unprecedented Grand Slam of major titles in 2016; the Europeans, the 
British Open, the Nationals and Brass in Concert, all won in a single calendar year. As well as 
becoming the only living conductor to have achieved a conventional Grand Slam, he became the 
only ever conductor to achieve what has since become known as the ‘Harper Slam’. Philip won 
the coveted  4barsrest Conductor of the Year Award in 2013, 2015 and 2016. In recent years he 
was a guest conductor of Manger Musikklag in Norway, the National Youth Brass Band of Wales 
and the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra Symphonic Brass, amongst many others.



A resident of Gloucester, Philip was the Editor of Brass Band 
World magazine between 2009 and 2015 and, since 2005 
has been the Music Editor of the historic Wright and Round 
publishing company.

Philip is a prolific composer and his original works and 
arrangements are played all over the world. In 2016 he composed 
A Shakespearean Triptych for a 650-strong joint ensemble and 
choir conducting the first performance in a packed Royal Albert 
Hall at the Last Night of the Schools Prom. You can find out more 
detail and listen to audio excerpts of Philip’s music at
www.philipharper.co.uk.

En route to this point in his life, Philip graduated from the 
University of Bristol in 1994 before going on to take a Masters 
Degree in Composition and a Post-Graduate Certificate in 
Education. He had a successful performing career and was 
the Principal Tenor Horn of the National Youth Brass Band of 
Great Britain and the Sun Life Band in Bristol, as well as winning 
through to the Brass Final of the BBC Young Musician of the Year 
in 1991. Between 1996 and 1998 he lived in Japan and was a guest 
soloist with most of the ‘British-style’ brass bands with whom he 
still keeps a close connection, visiting annually.
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This Way
1. Fuego!

© Wright and Round • Philip Harper

2-4. Concerto for Cornet and Brass Band
© Hafabra Music • Derek Bourgeois

i.     ii.     iii.

5. A Brown Bird Singing
M/S • Wood arr. J.T. Dodd

6. The Paragon
© F. Richardson • E. Sutton

7. Montmartre Jardins sous la Pluie
© Yewden Music • Dan Price

8. Prelude and Capriccio
© R. Smith • Edward Gregson

9. Images
M/S • Kjetil Haaland

10. Hejre Kati
© Carl Fisher • Hubay & Mendez arr. Mark Freeh

11. Sonia
M/S • Templeton arr. Denzil Stephens

12. How Great Thou Art
© Wright and Round • Boberg arr. Philip Harper

13. Mr Bojangles
© Wright and Round • Jerry Jeff Walker arr. David Griffiths


