


At the time of writing these notes, I have 
had the pleasure of conducting Grimethorpe 
Colliery Band for just over two years. Little did 
I know that 14 months of that time would see 
the arts performance world grind to a halt with 
the effects of a global pandemic! So, after such 
a period of inactivity it was a real thrill when 
the opportunity came to us to sit together 
and record a programme of concert works for 
World of Brass. A special occasion indeed and 
the GCB players launched themselves into 
the experience as if no time had passed at all. 
With this context in mind, I chose a selection 
of works that reflect this celebratory feel 
as well as introduce some new faces to the 
Grimethorpe family.

We start with Diamond Fanfare by Liz Lane. 
Liz is the Composer-in-Association with GCB 
and we’re delighted to be working with an 
artist who has such vision and the ability to 
think in fresh creative ways about something 
so traditional as the ‘Great British Brass Band’. 
The fanfare is written for special occasions; 
hidden within the festive music are two 

separate versions of part of the National 
Anthem. Rhythmic drive and momentum are 
sustained by the percussion throughout whilst 
celebratory motifs are passed around the 
brass section, racing to a sparkling flourish at 
the finish. The perfect start to our celebratory 
narrative!

Many musicians have traversed the gap 
between so-called light music and serious 
music with varying degrees of success, but 
Gordon Langford must rank among the best.

Throughout the 1960s he was very much 
in demand as a pianist and orchestrator of 
theatre and film music. His work with The 
King’s Singers brought him very much into 
the mainstream limelight as an arranger and 
gave way for his original music to become 
more popular. Langford was awarded the Gold 
Badge of Merit from the British Academy 
of Songwriters, Composers and Authors in 
1994 and an Ivor Novello Award in 1971. His 
contributions to the brass band repertoire are 
extremely significant and I’ve chosen three 

The Programme pieces from him for this programme. Carnival 
Day, an exuberant joyful march; his A Sullivan 
Fantasy, a highlights package of the 14 comic 
operettas written by Sir Arthur Sullivan along 
with W.S. Gilbert; and his arrangement of 
Rossini’s La Danza – perfectly capturing the 
effervescence and wit of the Italian master.

Our first soloist is the band’s principal cornetist, 
Iain Culross. He chose to play one of his 
favourite solos, Jubilance written by the iconic 
Salvationist, composer, and bandmaster, 
William Himes. Originally written for Peggy 
Thomas, former principal cornet of the 
Chicago Staff Band, it features the Salvationist 
melodies Joy Because of You and If You 
Want Joy and contrasts blistering technique 
with soulful beauty. The piece is a fantastic 
showcase for Iain’s flair and virtuosity.

To partner La Danza, I chose another Rossini 
classic, the Duet for Two Cats. There is some 
doubt as to whether Rossini is genuinely the 
composer of the famous duet – though it 
certainly contains the characterful humour we 
naturally associate with him. The performers 
are required to simply ‘meow’ at each other for 

the entire performance – brilliantly recreated 
in this version for brass by Howard Snell. Our 
soloists are Chris Binns on trombone and Seb 
Williman on cornet.

In October 2019, GCB was very fortunate to 
meet American composer and conductor 
Jack Stamp. He agreed to become the band’s 
International Composer-in-Association and 
has been a real ambassador for us ever since. 
He has written several works for the band and 
here we give the premiere recording of his 
Elegy (In Memory of Gerard Schurmann).
Jack sent us a program note to give some 
insight into the music: “I knew Gerard 
Schurmann’s music long before I met the 
man. Known primarily as a film composer and 
orchestrator, oddly it was his concert music,



not his film music that I first heard. It wasn’t 
until years later, in a conversation with 
composer Nigel Clarke, that I found out that 
Schurmann was alive and well and living in Los 
Angeles. I immediately discovered his contact 
information and asked if I could visit him and 
discuss his music. It was a terrific visit, much 
more than I could ever have hoped, leaving 
with scores and recordings. Sadly, Gerard 
passed away on March 24, 2020 at the age 
of 96.

“Upon hearing of his death, I immediately 
set out to write a work for brass band in his 
memory. The work begins stridently; grief 
which moves to anger. A more reflective 
section ensues which is sad and lonely. I quote 
an excerpt from Schurmann’s Concerto for 
Orchestra and then this passage is followed 

by a ‘hymn of remembrance’ with a respectful 
nod to Gustav Holst and his Moorside Suite.
The work is dedicated to the Grimethorpe 
Colliery Brass Band and the Lake Wobegon 
Brass Band (USA).

Our final soloist is the band’s principal 
euphoniumist, Adam Bokaris. Adam’s playing 
has a hallmark of lyricism and suits the 
traditional ‘air varie’ style solos perfectly. He 
chose John Hartmann’s Fantasia on Rule 
Britannia in a new setting by Dan Price. 

The finale for our program is Howard Snell’s 
masterful transcription of George Gerswin’s 
An American in Paris. Swing music was a 
new sensation in 1920s USA and Gershwin 
hovered between this style and the symphonic 
world in a way no other composer managed to 
do. His large scale, jazz-influenced symphonic 
works such as Rhapsody in Blue, his Piano 
Concerto and An American in Paris had 
instant public appeal and brought Gershwin 
great accolades from his contemporaries. This 
celebratory depiction of the hustle and bustle 
of the most romantic city in the world is a 
glorious way to end our concert.

Formed in 1917, during the First World War, 
Grimethorpe Colliery Band is a British 
institution. National and British Open Champions 
on numerous occasions, the band’s contest 
successes remain legendary. These include 
16 Brass In Concert Championship titles, 11 
times Yorkshire Regional Champions, two 
English National Championship victories, 
four times British Open Champions and four 
times National Champion Brass Band of Great 
Britain.

Grimethorpe’s diverse noted concert 
performances include those at the FIFA World 
Cup, BAFTA Awards, BBC Proms, Eurovision 
and London 2012 Olympic Games Opening 
Ceremony, together with a wealth of national 
and international television/radio appearances 
and professional recordings. The band has 
been the recipient of two gold discs, as well 
as a BAFTA nomination for its contributions 
to the global hit movie Brassed Off for which 
Grimethorpe was the focal point.

‘Tompkinson, Postlethwaite and Carter 
are stand-outs in an impressive ensemble 
cast, but for many, the brass band music of 

Grimethorpe comes as the real revelation.’  
Time Out

The Royal Albert Hall, Symphony Hall, 
Barbican, Westminster Abbey, European 
Parliament, Sydney Opera House and more, 
have all played host to Grimethorpe. With 
tours to Australia, Hong Kong, Japan, New 
Zealand, and concerts & festival appearances 
throughout Europe, the band’s performance 
reputation remains unsurpassed.

‘A thoroughly entertaining show and a must for 
all music enthusiasts.’ The Guardian

In addition to continuing to delight audiences 
across the globe, Grimethorpe also continues 
to invest in and support its local community 
in Grimethorpe, Barnsley and South Yorkshire, 
particularly through its youth music initiatives 
and community performances, both locally 
and on a national scale.

‘The brass bands of this country are unique, 
and the Grimethorpe Band is unique amongst 
them.’ Sir Harrison Birtwistle
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