
INTERKULTUR ist weltweit der führende Initiator 
und Veranstalter internationaler Chorwettbewerbe, 
mit dem Ziel, Menschen aller Länder, Kulturen und 
Weltanschauungen im friedlichen Wettbewerb zu-
sammenzubringen. Mit bis zu 14 Chorwettbewerben
und -festivals pro Jahr ist INTERKULTUR die inter-
nationale Top-Adresse für musikalische Großer-
eignisse in der Chorszene. Die World Choir Games, 
der größte Chorwettbewerb der Welt, bilden das 
Kernstück der INTERKULTUR-Veranstaltungen. Sie 
fi nden alle zwei Jahre in immer neuen Partnerstäd-
ten auf der ganzen Welt statt. Bis heute haben
mehr als 7000 Chöre aus 100 Nationen an den 
INTERKULTUR-Wettbewerben teilgenommen.

INTERKULTUR is the world’s leading initiator and 
organizer of international choral competitions and
is dedicated to the goal of bringing people of all 
nations, cultures and ideologies together in peaceful 
competition. Organizing every year up to 14 inter-
national choir competitions and festivals around 
the globe has made INTERKULTUR an international 
top address for major musical events in the choral 
scene. The World Choir Games, the world’s largest 
choral competition, are INTERKULTUR’s fl agship 
event. They take place every two years in diff erent 
partner cities around the world. To date more than 
7000 choirs from 100 nations have taken part in the 
INTERKULTUR competitions.

Mit „The Choir Project“ gibt hänssler CLASSIC 
den weltbesten Laien-Chören, allesamt Preis- 
träger bei internationalen Wettbewerben von 
INTERKULTUR, eine starke und bunte Stimme 
– so vielfarbig und vielseitig wie die Kulturen 
der Chöre und Vokalensembles selbst, die ein 
breit gefächertes Repertoire von Barock bis 
Pop präsentieren.

“The Choir Project” is a perfect vehicle for the
world’s best amateur choirs – all of them 
prizewinners of INTERKULTUR’s international 
competitions – with which hänssler CLASSIC 
provides them a place in the spotlight: 
a platform as colourful and varied as the 
cultural backgrounds of the choirs and 
vocal ensembles themselves, performing a 
repertoire ranging from Baroque to pop.

www.haenssler-classic.com

www.interkultur.com
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We are very happy to have the opportunity to present 
this CD with vocal works that Aarhus Girls Choir has 
had in its repertoire during the previous year.
Most of the works are from Denmark and cover the 
period from the origin of unison common “Danish song” 
to contemporary choral compositions, and this is the 
material, that, as a Danish Choir, mostly has been the 
natural inspiration in our daily work.

We have also included songs from other countries that 
we really love to sing; songs we have often included in 
our repertoire over the years because they contain a 
wide range of expression and richness of contrast.
In recent years, the choir has been working intensively 
to build up consciousness through bodily movements 
and choreography, in order to make our music more 
expressive and lively.

It is our hope that this recording will bring you as many 
joyful musical moments as we, the singers and conductor,  
have had making it.

For more information: www.aarhuspigekor.dk
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Aarhus Girls Choir (Aarhus Pigekor) is 
from Aarhus Music School and consists of 
35 young female singers. The choir dates 
back to the 1940’s but in 2002 it changed 
its name and direction and decided to 
raise its musical ambition. Since then, 
Aarhus Girls Choir has toured most of the 
world, including Europe, USA, South Africa, 
China, Argentina and Canada.

The choir performs in many places and 
can count Aarhus Symphony Orchestra 
and The Danish National Opera amongst 
its musical collaborators.

In 2008 the choir released its fi rst CD 
and in 2010 the famous Danish composer, 
Per Nørgård, wrote his work ”Singing – 
Swinging” specifi cally for Aarhus Girls Choir.
It is a work that the choir has performed 
repeatedly with great success and one 
year later, they recorded it on their second 
CD, which was a collection of music from 
Scandinavia, Canada and North America.

The choir is happy to present two songs by 
Per Nørgård on this new recording because 
we think his music deserves a bigger 
audience.

made guest appearances with Aarhus 
Symphony Orchestra.

In 2002 Helle handpicked 25 female singers 
from one of her largest children’s choirs and
this became the start of what today is 
known as Aarhus Girls Choir. Working with 
these dedicated young girls was a gift to 
Helle and it soon became clear that her 
specialization in girls’ voices was the right 
choice. With one year of intensive training, 
the performance of the choir improved
signifi cantly and now Helle was working 
with what she had always dreamt of – 
dedicated singers at a high level. This clear 
focus quickly came to fruition in 2003 
when she took Aarhus Girls Choir to their 
fi rst international competition in Budapest 
and won a gold medal. Since then Helle 
has taken the choir around the world to 
diff erent competitions, winning nothing but 
gold medals and highly respected awards.

As a supplement to the competitions, visit-
ing “Tygerberg childrens choir” in South 
Africa (2004), “Ars Nova” in Salta, Argentina 
(2008) and New York (2012) Helle has taken 
Aarhus Girls Choir to the international 
scene where the choir now is positioned as 
no. 38 of the world rankings by Interkultur 
– the best placed choir in Denmark.

Today Helle is one of the most successful Danish 
conductors of equal voiced youth choirs. 
Due to her musical enthusiasm and international 
success, she plays an important role in Danish 
musical life, serving as a model for other conduc-
tors and is a very much appreciated and beloved 
person amongst her colleagues and singers.

Helle Høyer Vedel was born of Danish pa-
rents in Northern Germany in 1958 where 
she grew up in a musical family. Already 
in her younger years, Helle was engaged 
in classical music, playing many diff erent 
instruments as well as being an enthusiastic 
choir singer. After fi nishing High School in 
Flensburg, she attended the preparatory 
school “Vestbirk Højskole” in Denmark and 
went on to further studies at the Royal 
Academy of Music in Aarhus (1978-1984). 
Here she studied general music as well as 
fl ute, and completed her studies with de-
grees in choral and orchestral conducting. 

A strong dedication to working with choirs 
led Helle to start her conducting career in 
1979. Two years later she was employed 
as a teacher of ear training and singing 
by the largest school of music in Denmark 
- Aarhus Music School. Since 1986 she has 
also held a position at the Royal Academy 
of Music in Aarhus as a teacher of child-
ren’s choir conducting and as conductor 
of the Girls Choir of the Academy.

During the next two decades, Helle work-
ed intensively building up diff erent choirs, 
gave lectures in conducting children’s 
choirs and directed a variety of courses 
and workshops. She has also conducted 
smaller groups of musicians as well as 

Working with another Danish composer 
was the theme during 2012 when Aarhus 
Girls Choir collaborated with the young jazz 
pianist Søren Møller and two professional
dancers on the premiere of his “Song of 
Songs” in New York City. You will fi nd two 
songs from this composition on this CD too.

In 2003 and 2006, Aarhus Girls Choir won 
gold medals in international choral com-
petitions; in 2010 the girls brought home 
no less than four awards from the Interna-
tional Choral Kathaumixw 2010 in Canada, 
including the prestigious “Choir of the 
World” Award.

More recently, in July 2014 the girls’ choir 
participated successfully in The World Choir 
Games in Riga, winning 2 gold medals and, 
by taking fi rst prize in the category “Fe-
male choirs”, they became Champions of
the World Choir Games.
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1. Tota pulchra es Music: Maurice Durufl é • Editions

Durand 2. Ave Maria Music: Gustav Holst • Boosey &

Hawkes 3. Cantate Domino Soloist: Sofi e Bjerre

Schwalbe (soprano), Simone Kamp Hansen (alto) •

Music: Rupert Lang • Lyrics: Psalm 117 • Boosey & 

Hawkes 4. Bow down thine ear, O Lord Soloist: Lise 

Lotte Beck Andersen • Music: Egil Hovland • Lyrics: Psalm 86, 1-5 • 

Norsk Musikforlag 5. Fred hviler over land og by Music: Niels la Cour • Lyrics: B.S. Ingemann •

Plans for publishing by Edition Wilhelm Hansen 6. Swinging in the rain Music: Per Nørgård • Lyrics: 

Erik Knudsen/translated by Per Nørgård• Edition Wilhelm Hansen 7. Singing sand Music: Per Nørgård • 

Lyrics: Sonja Dunn • Edition Wilhelm Hansen 8. Lyse nætter Music: Søren Birch • Lyrics: Harald Herdal •

FUK, Kirkemusikforlaget 9. Yndigt dufter Danmark Music: Svend S. Schultz • Lyrics: Ulf Hoffmann • Edi-

tion Egtved 10. Den danske sang er en ung, blond pige Music: Carl Nielsen • Lyrics: Kai Hoffmann • 

Edition Wilhelm Hansen 11. Så tag mit hjerte Pianist: Ulla Erml • Soloist: Lise Lotte Beck Andersen • 

Music: Michael Bojesen • Lyrics: Tove Ditlevsen • FUK, Kirkemusikforlaget 12. How very great my grief

Music: Bo Holten • Lyrics: Nuno Fernandez Torneol • Edition Wilhelm Hansen 13. I am the rose of Sha-

ron Music: Søren Møller • Lyrics from Song of Songs • “Manuscript” 14. Let my beloved come into his 

garden Soloist: Nadja Marie Schmedes Enevoldsen • Music: Søren Møller • Lyrics from Song of Songs •

“Manuscript” 15. The Moon-Dance Soloist: Lise Lotte Beck Andersen • Music: Mark Winges • Lyrics: Paul 

Verlaine, Jules LaForgue, Federico García Lorca, William Plomer, Eugene Field, Gerard Manley Hopkins, 

Vachel Lindsay and Mark Winges • Copyright 2007 by Mark Winges, a MuPro publication, distributed 

by Subito Music 16. Nenne Negoro no Music: Ko Matsushita • Edition KAWAI 17. Kuka nukkuu tuutussasi 

Music: Anna-Mari Kähärä • Lyrics: Sirkka Selja • “Manuscript” 

Recording No. 1-5: 18th January 2015, Skt. Markus Kirke, Aarhus • No. 6-8: Spring 2011, Ravnsbjergkirken,

Aarhus Producer & technique Henrik Winther Hansen • Soundstudio ESPRESSIVO • www.winther-

hansen.dk • No. 9-17: 16th & 17th January 2015, Symphonic Hall in the Aarhus Concert Hall • Executive 
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