
The PETROF TRIO originated from an idea of the violinist of the Wihan Quartet, 
Jan Schulmeister, in 2009.   Its members are prestigious chamber players, who 
bring years of concert experience and also youthful energy to their concert 
programmes.  

In the same year that it was formed, the ensemble became the resident trio of 
the PETROF Company, who wanted to associate its tradition and quality with 
top-level concert artists. The trio’s repertoire includes pieces from composers 
from the early classics to impressionism (Haydn, Mozart, Schumann, Brahms, 
Dvořák, Lalo, Fauré, Debussy, etc.). The ensemble also enriches its repertoire 
with compositions from the 20th and 21st centuries.
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Petrof Piano trio
Jan Schulmeister was born on 5th February 1964 in Olomouc, Moravia. He comes from 
a family with a musical tradition stretching more than 150 years. He became a founder 
member of the Wihan Quartet in 1985. In 1988, the Wihan won the Prague Spring 
Festival Competition and in 1990 the Quartet was awarded First Prize in the Trapani 
International Chamber Music Competition in Sicily. In 1991 the Wihan Quartet received 
both the First Prize and the Audience Prize in the London International String Quartet 
Competition. The foreman of the jury in the competition was Lord Menuhin and this 
competition launched the Quartet’s international career. 

Jan has recorded more than 40 CDs with the Wihan Quartet, including two complete 
Beethoven Quartet Cycles. He has given many concerts in Europe, USA, Australia, 
New Zealand, Japan, Middle and Far East Countries. In addition, he has given chamber 
music masterclasses in Manchester, Birmingham, Bristol, Cardiff and the Menuhin 
School in the UK. He is a visiting tutor at Trinity College of Music in London. In 2006 
he and his wife (pianist Martina Schulmeisterová) made a world premiere recording of 
the Bach organ trio sonatas (BWV 525 – 530) in a transcription for a violin and a piano 
by Ferdinand David.

Kamil Žvak was born in Vsetín in 1981. He started playing cello at the age of six with Mgr. 
Zdenka Pimkova. He then continued his studies at the P.J.Vejvanovský conservatory 
in Kroměříž. At the Academy of Performing Arts he studied with Professor Miroslav 
Petráš. He has also studied period music performance in Valtice (Prof.Irmtraud 
Hubarschk), in Internationale Sommerakademie Semmering (Prof.Tobias Kuhne and 
Prof.Tomasz Strahly) and in the masterclasses of Anner Bylsma, Peter Wispelwey and 
Lubomir Georgiev. As well as giving many chamber music concerts Kamil Žvak also 
performs in several European countries as a soloist. He has been a cello professor at the 
P.J.Vejvanovský Conservatory in Kroměříž since 2010.
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 ÉDoUarD LaLo (1823–1892)

  Piano Trio No. 1 in C minor, Op. 7 
 1 Allegro moderato 6:12
 2 Romance. Andante 5:51
 3 Scherzo. Allegretto 3:47
 4 Finale. Recitativo – Allegro 5:49

 MaX BrUCH (1838–1920)

  Piano Trio in C minor, Op. 5
 5 Andante molto cantabile 5:14
 6 Allegro assai 5:55
 7 Presto 7:38

 feLiX MenDeLSSoHn (1809–1847)

  Piano Trio No. 1 in D minor, Op. 49
 8 Molto allegro agitato 10:13
 9 Andante con moto tranquillo 6:20
 10 Scherzo: Leggiero e vivace 3:54
 11 Finale: Allegro assai appassionato 9:35

 Total time: 70:43
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Martina Schulmeisterová – piano
Jan Schulmeister – violin

Kamil Žvak – cello

Petrof Piano trio

Martina Schlumeisterová was born in Havlíčkův Brod in 1978. During her studies, 
she came to public notice with many successes in both national and international 
piano competitions. In 1993 she was placed second in the international competition 
held in Kosice and she was a finalist in the international piano competitions hosted by 
Ettlingen, Germany(1994) and in the Czech Republic, “Beethoven´s Hradec“ (1996). She 
also won a medal in the international piano competition (A.M.A. Calabria) in Lamezia 
Terme, Italy(1999) and in “Musical Performance and Pedagogics“ in Helsingor, 
Denmark(2000). She performs frequently in the Czech Republic,Poland, England, 
Spain, France, the Netherlands, Italy, Slovakia, Denmark, China and Taiwan. Martina 
Schulmeisterová has been a piano profesor at the P.J.Vejvanovský Conservatory in 
Kroměříž since 2002.
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Édouard Lalo’s (1823-1892) first piano trio in C minor Op.7 was most likely composed 
around 1850 when Lalo was 27. The opening movement is a sonata form with two 
themes, the first in C minor, and the second in E- flat major. Lalo was a lyrical composer 
and his themes tend towards complete melodies versus the shorter motive-based 
subjects of his Germanic models, a trait he shared with Mendelssohn. The second 
movement is a warm ‘songs without words’ in G major and the Scherzo is marked 
throughout by a short rhythmic motive that leaps and gallops like a polonaise. 
Beginning with a lonely cello recitative after the manner of the first movement, the 
finale seals the majestic tragedy of this work with a sweeping, dramatic drive highly 
reminiscent of Mendelssohn´s two trios. 

Max Bruch (1838-1920) enjoyed a long and fruitful career as a composer, conductor and 
teacher. He studied with Ferdinand Hiller and his talent was recognized early on by 
Schumann and Ignaz Moscheles. 

The Piano Trio was written in 1859, when Bruch was only 19 years old and he was still 
greatly influenced by the works of Mendelssohn. It is not in typical form, beginning as it 
does with an Andante molto cantabile, rather than a fast movement. The music clearly 
demonstrates, even at this early stage, that Bruch was particularly fond of melodies 
of nobility and capable of producing great beauty of tone in his writing. The second 
movement, Allegro assai, is played immediately afterward without any pause. Its main 
theme is lyrical and the music is in the nature of an intermezzo rather than a scherzo. 
The finale, a Presto, begins with a powerful series of chords before the thrusting main 
theme takes over. Power and drama characterize this fine movement. 
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Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) completed his Piano Trio in D minor in 1839. The first 
movement, in sonata form, has no introduction but a cantabile main theme introduced 
by the cello. The second movement, a lyrical andante, opens with the piano playing a 
theme whose style and treatment is redolent of Mendelssohn’s ‘Songs without Words’. 
The three-part scherzo displays a number of characteristic traits of Mendelssohn later 
found in his popular scenic music to Shakespeare’s ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream. The 
finale is a lyrical and passionate rondo. The entire piece has a playful, relaxed nature, 
with affinity rather than conflict of contrastive themes being used. Although the piano 
was used as the main starting point for this composition, the other two instruments are 
not subordinate to it and Mendelssohn succeeded in attaining balance and unity. 

The first performance of the Trio was given on 1 February 1840 at Leipzig’s 
Gewandhaus, with Mendelssohn at the piano, and his friends the violinist Ferdinand 
David and cellist Carl Wittmann. The composition was immediately acclaimed and its 
qualities acknowledged.

© Jan Schulmeister 2012
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Petrof Piano trio
 ÉDOUARD LALO (1823–1892)

 Piano Trio No. 1 in C minor, Op. 7 
1 Allegro moderato 6:12
2 Romance. Andante 5:51
3 Scherzo. Allegretto 3:47
4 Finale. Recitativo – Allegro 5:49

 MAX BRUCH (1838–1920)

 Piano Trio in C minor, Op. 5
5 Andante molto cantabile 5:14
6 Allegro assai 5:55
7 Presto 7:38

 FELIX MENDELSSOHN (1809–1847)

 Piano Trio No. 1 in D minor, Op. 49
8 Molto allegro agitato 10:13
9 Andante con moto tranquillo 6:20
10 Scherzo: Leggiero e vivace 3:54
11 Finale: Allegro assai appassionato 9:35

 Total time: 70:43

www.petrof.com


