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Have you ever been on a long journey with your family and, after hours in the car or
on the plane, you were so bored you thought you just might go mad? Well, that’s what
this record is for. Just when you’re about to say “are we there yet” for the 400th time,
instead try saying “Mum, can we listen to Lubin again?” I promise, the car will feel like
it’s going twice as fast once the music starts.
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And have you ever been stuck at home with nothing to do? I mean NOTHING TO DO.
For ages. Wishing you could go on an adventure or experience something different
from the same old dulllllllll scene? Well, that’s also what this record is for. Just when
you think you’re so stir crazy you’ll have to start teasing the cat, try saying “Dad, can
I listen to The Warrior Violinist, please?” I can assure you, as soon as Davood starts
talking, the walls of the living room will melt away, and you’ll be in ancient Egypt, in a
story full of adventure and love, talking to the Sphinx, winning a war and playing the
violin.
Now, it may come as a surprise to you, but your parents get just as bored and fed up
as you do, so we’ve made sure they’ll enjoy these stories just as much as their kids.
Just in a different way – there are aspects to all five stories that we are pretty sure
older listeners will connect with. But there’s also lots of stuff here… just for you! So,
if you find yourself giggling like crazy in the back seat at something Gemma or Henry
have said, and your parents ask “what’s so funny?”, you can explain to them that you
will be happy to translate the joke into ‘boring old person language’ for a small fee.
You might earn enough for some sweets or an ice cream the next time the car stops.
Top tip – the more you laugh, the more you earn. If you’ve got a sibling travelling with
you, get them giggling too and you’ll double your revenue.
My friend David, who wrote Lubin, from Chelm, got interested in creating new musical
storytelling works because he was reading bedtime stories to his two little girls.
Several years later, I started writing The Ugly Duckling for my kids when they were
little for the same reason. It’s been great over the years to see thousands of young
people at our concerts laugh at the exploits of Lubin, the hapless robbers in the
Bremen Town Musicians or the grandiose Condessa Duck. But, if we’re able to put a
smile on your face on a rainy afternoon at home, or help the trip to your summer
holidays go a bit quicker, then we’ll all be very happy.
Enjoy!
Ken
NI6416
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The Stories
The Bremen Town Musicians
David Yang commissioned The Bremen Town Musicians for Auricolae in 2008. It has
since been taken up by other ensembles across the country, as far away as Australia
and Qatar, and in the Philadelphia Orchestra "Our City, Your Orchestra" 2021
chamber music series. In 2016 the conductor Kenneth Woods, who as cellist
performed and recorded Bremen with Auricolae, asked me to orchestrate it for his
English Symphony Orchestra. I’ve adapted the Brothers Grimm story for my libretto,
changing none of the salient features of this tale of four animals who, seeking fortune
in the far city of Bremen, fall among thieves, outwit them, and find their good fortune
as friends together, never arriving in Bremen. – Kile Smith
The Ugly Duckling
When an aging Hans Christian Andersen was asked “why have you not written an
autobiography?” he answered simply, “I have. It is called The Ugly Duckling.”
Andersen’s children’s novella is one of the great literary works of the 19th Century, a
masterpiece which embraces the whole of the human journey through life, from the
most agonising moments of rejection and self-loathing, to the euphoria of true selfacceptance. Listeners who have grown up with the charming song sung by Danny
Kaye in the 1950’s Andersen biopic may be surprised to learn that Andersen’s story is
different in dozens of ways, right down to the colour of the Duckling’s feathers, which
are, in fact, grey rather than “stubby and brown.” – Kenneth Woods
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Lubin, from Chelm
Lubin lived at home, with his mother. He was a bit of a schlemiel, laying around the
house all day, not doing nothing… Until one day, his mamma said to him “Lubin, a real
job you must get.” His ensuing adventures are proof positive that it is possible to fail
your way to great success. Lubin, from Chelm is a hilarious re-telling of the traditional
English folk tale, Lazy Jack, relocated to the shtetl and brought to life with abundantly
witty Yiddish turns of phrase and evocative Klezmer musical stylings by American
composer David “Yankele” Yang and orchestrated by Kenneth Woods.
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The Warrior Violinist

The Warrior Violinist is a cautionary parable about yearning to be what one is not.
Based on an Egyptian folk tale, the story is about a young lad who plays the violin with
an all-consuming passion and then finds another love – the princess of the kingdom.
In 2012 David Yang and his storytelling music troupe Auricolae asked me to write The
Warrior Violinist for violin, cello and narrator. Kenneth Woods, who conducts the
present performance, played the cello part with Auricolae in a performance at the
University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia and on the subsequent recording. A version
in Spanish, El Violinista guerrero, was performed at the Biennial Visual Arts and Music
Festival in Havana, Cuba in 2015. In the summer of 2020, when the concert halls had
closed because of the COVID-19 pandemic, Ken asked me to prepare a version for
this recording project. The challenging and disheartening COVID-19 circumstances
made re-composing the piece for Ken and my ESO colleagues an especially enjoyable
NI6416
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experience. In addition to fleshing out harmonies, adding contrapuntal lines, and
creating fuller and richer orchestral sonorities, I was able to expand the presence of
the solo violin so it could more actively fulfil its role as the protagonist of the story.
– Jay Reise
Hansel and Gretel
I wrote Hansel and Gretel to perform with the children’s musical troupe Auricolae in
2008, and orchestrated it a few years later, at the behest of Maestro Kenneth Woods.
Perhaps in response to the gothic nature of the story, the piece is very selfconsciously Germanic; the leitmotifs for Hansel and Gretel are both Wagnerian in
character (although Hansel’s theme originated as an alteration of Schubert’s “Das
Wandern”), and the witch/stepmother’s theme is a Schoenbergian tone row. The
woodcutter’s theme, the first music one hears in the piece, is a thinly disguised motive
from Strauss’ “Metamorphosen,” which Strauss himself had lifted from the funeral
march in Beethoven’s “Eroica” symphony. In a particularly grandiose touch, all the
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tempo and character markings are in German as well (I don’t speak German); of
course, this doesn’t need to concern the listener at all, but I thought of it as an in-joke
between myself and the performers. My gratitude and awe also go to Henry Goodman,
whose nuanced and thrilling interpretation of the story elevates the piece
immeasurably. – Thomas Kraines

See and hear the music on ESO Digital
If you’ve enjoyed listening to these stories, why not visit eso.co.uk/digital where you
can watch our performances of all five pieces, many with illustrations. As a thank you
for buying this CD, you or your parents are entitled to a one-month free membership
to ESO Digital. Just enter voucher code FABLESCD when you sign up

The Actors
Gemma Whelan
A favourite of young viewers everywhere for her many memorable performances in
Horrible Histories, British actress and comedian Gemma Whelan is known for her
varied body of work. Theatre includes: Upstart Crow (Gielgud, writ. Ben Elton); A
Slight Ache (The Harold Pinter); One Man Two Guv’nors (Theatre Royal
Haymarket/National Theatre). Television includes: Killing Eve (AMC/BBC); Gentleman
Jack (BBC/HBO); Game of Thrones (HBO); White House Farm, The Moorside, Decline
and Fall, Upstart Crow, Queers, Uncle, Morgana Robinson’s The Agency, Asylum,
Mapp and Lucia, Hetty Feather, The Persuasionists, Murder in Successville (BBC);
The End of the F***ing World (Channel 4/Netflix). Film includes: Emma (Working Title).
Hugh Bonneville
Hugh Bonneville’s film credits include Notting Hill, Iris, The Monuments Men,
Viceroy’s House, the two Paddington movies, Downton Abbey and To Olivia. His
television roles include Ian Fletcher in the BAFTA-winning Twenty Twelve and W1A
(BBC) and Robert Crawley in ITV’s global hit, Downton Abbey, for which he received
nominations for a Golden Globe, two Emmys and along with his fellow cast members
won three SAG Awards for Outstanding Ensemble. Hugh’s stage career spans more
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than three decades and includes seasons with the National Theatre and the RSC. His
most recent appearance was as C.S. Lewis in Shadowlands, at Chichester Festival
Theatre. Hugh is a Deputy Lieutenant of West Sussex and is a patron of the National
Youth Theatre of Great Britain, The National Youth Arts Trust, Scene & Heard, The
Primary Shakespeare Company and the South Downs National Park Trust.
hughbonneville.uk/
Henry Goodman
Henry Goodman is a leading English actor who has worked extensively in television,
film and in theatre (Broadway, West End, NT & RSC). On stage in the UK, Goodman
played the role of Arturo Ui in “Arturo Ui”, Shylock in “The Merchant of Venice”, Billy
Flynn in “Chicago” and Charles Guiteau in “Assassins”. On Broadway he played the
title role in Tartuffe and Serge in “Art” among others. He has won numerous awards
for his theatre work. TV credits include Sir Humphrey in “Yes, Prime Minister” and
more recently “The New Pope”. Film credits include “The Chosen One”, “The Last
Planet”, “The Good Traitor”, “Avengers: Age of Ultron”, “Their Finest”, “The
Limehouse Golem”, “Woman in Gold”, “Notting Hill”, “Hunter Killer", “Driftwood” and
“Love Gets A Room”. Recent audio work includes: "Victoria Park” by Gemma Reeves,
“Jaws” by Peter Benchley and ‘Fall: The Mystery of Robert Maxwell by John Preston
both for BBC Radio 4.
Davood Ghadami
Davood Ghadami is an actor from Harlow, Essex. He is best known for his portrayal
of Kush Kazemi in Eastenders since 2014, for which he won Best Newcomer at the TV
Choice Awards, and received nominations for Best Newcomer and Best Actor at the
Inside Soap Awards. Other television credits include series regular Duncan Clark in
Taggart as well as roles in Doctor Who, Top Boy, Law & Order and Silent Witness. He
also appeared in the 15th series of Strictly Come Dancing, making it through to the
quarter finals. His film credits include Shop Girl, John Carter of Mars and Survivor.
On stage, Davood appeared at The National Theatre as Amir in Mike Bartlett’s 13. He
has also performed in numerous productions with Pilot Theatre, an international
touring theatre company.
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Kile Smith
Grammy-nominated composer Kile Smith has gained international acclaim through a
distinguished string of commissions. Gramophone called his Vespers “spectacular”
and Audiophile Audition, “easily one of the best releases of the year of any type… a
crime to pass up.” Ten CDs with his music have been released since 2018. The Arc in
the Sky with The Crossing received a 2020 Grammy nomination for Best Choral
Performance, and his Canticle with Cincinnati's Vocal Arts Ensemble helped win the
2020 Best Classical Producer Grammy. The Philadelphia Orchestra featured The
Bremen Town Musicians in their 2021 “Our City, Your Orchestra” chamber music
series. His first opera, The Book of Job, will premiere in multiple cities in the 2022/23
season. kilesmith.com
NI6416
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Kenneth Woods
ESO Artistic Director Kenneth Woods has had a
lifelong interest in composition, song writing and
improvisation, and wrote his first pieces before
his 10th birthday. He is also an accomplished
arranger and orchestrator, whose recent projects
include arrangements of music by Wagner,
Humperdinck, Schubert and Mahler for the ESO
album Visions of Childhood, Tchaikovsky’s Third
String Quartet and the Brahms Piano Quartet in A
Major, which was chosen as one of the 10 Best
Classical Recordings of 2018 by The Arts Desk.
He is currently writing and recording a funk/rock
album. kennethwoods.net
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Unholy offspring of a Chinese landscape
photographer and Jewish yenta from Brooklyn,
violist and composer David Yang has
collaborated with members of the Borromeo,
Brentano, Jasper, Lark, Tokyo, Vermeer String
Quartets, amongst others. David was raised in
New York City and is Artistic Director of the
Newburyport Chamber Music Festival and
Director of Chamber Music at the University of
Pennsylvania in Philadelphia. He was the
Director of Auricolae Music and Storytelling
Troupe, which he founded having reconnected
with his love of storytelling while reading to his
young daughters.. Auricolae, comprised of violin.
cello, and narrator, released two highly regarded
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recordings of new storytelling works and commissioned over thirty pieces, including
the original versions of all the works on this album.
Jay Reise
Jay Reise wrote the music and libretto for his opera Rasputin which was
commissioned by the late Beverly Sills and premiered by the New York City Opera in
1988. The work was described in The Washington Times as “a spellbinding
challenging and profoundly beautiful creation.” Rasputin was given its Russian
premiere in 2008 by the Helikon Opera and has been in repertory since then, with
further performances in Estonia (Saaremaa Opera Festival) and Paris (Opéra de
Massy). Reise’s music has been performed extensively in the United States and
abroad. His Symphony II was performed by the Philadelphia Orchestra in 1983, and
in 1997 the Philharmonia Orchestra commissioned and premiered The Selfish Giant
a tone poem based on the Oscar Wilde fairy tale. Reise’s recordings include The Devil
in the Flesh and Other Pieces with pianist Marc-André Hamelin, and a violin concerto
The River Within, with Maria Bachmann and Orchestra 2001. Jay Reise is Professor
Emeritus of Music at the University of Pennsylvania. His music is published by Merion
Music/Theodore Presser Co. jayreise.com
Thomas Kraines
Thomas Kraines has forged a multifaceted career as a cellist and composer, equally
comfortable with avant-garde improvisation, new music, and traditional chamber
music and solo repertoire. A member of the Daedalus Quartet, Mr. Kraines also
performs frequently with the Network for New Music, the Arcana Ensemble, and as a
duo with cellist Kinan Abou-afach. He is also an accomplished composer of chamber
music; his works have been performed around the world by artists such as pianists
Awadagin Pratt and Wayman Chin, violinists Corey Cerovsek and Jennifer Frautschi
and sopranos Maria Jette and Ilana Davidson. Kraines has given musical
improvisation workshops and performances at the Longy School of Music, the
University of Florida at Gainesville, and the University of Pennsylvania. He has taught
at the Peabody Conservatory, the Longy School of Music, the Killington Music Festival
Yellow Barn, and Princeton University, and currently teaches at the University of
Pennsylvania.
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About the Illustrator – Wanda Sobieksa
Wanda Sobieska is a violinist based in northeast Ohio, active as a solo, chamber, and
orchestral musician. Her engagements include work for traditional concert settings,
opera and musical theater pits, film scoring stages, church services, private events,
and new music concert series, among others. She is also a prolific arranger: her
website, freegigmusic.com, has served musicians since 2009 and receives 1000
visitors a day from all over the world. Additionally, she is proficient as a composer and
violist, and dedicated nearly a decade to directing a handbell choir. Born in Warsaw,
Poland, she is the fifth generation in a family of musicians and musicologists. She
holds a B.M. in violin performance from the University of Cincinnati CollegeConservatory of Music. wandasobieska.com
Zoë Beyers – Violin Soloist
South-African born Zoë Beyers has established a reputation as one of the finest
violinists of her generation. She is based in the UK and performs as soloist, chamber
musician, director and orchestral leader across the world. 2018’s BBC Proms saw
Zoë lead the BBC Symphony
Orchestra under Sakari Oramo and
Karina
Canellakis,
the
BBC
Philharmonic under Juanjo Mena and
give
two
performances
of
Stravinsky’s L’Histoire du Soldat with
the Hebrides Ensemble. In 2020, she
also took on the role of Leader with
the BBC Philharmonic, a position she
holds concurrently with her role at the
ESO. Since her solo debut aged
eleven with the Swedish Chamber
Orchestra under Paavo Järvi, she has
performed as soloist with many
distinguished conductors throughout
Europe and Africa.
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Other illustrations by ESO Youth: Katy Campbell-Ferguson, Emily Chambers,
Mathilda Crutchley, Bethany Lunney, Eleanor Mackey, Charlotte Neville
Students from Chadsgrove School, Bromsgrove, Worcestershire

The English Symphony Orchestra would like to thank the following supporters:
Arts Council England
John Ellerman Foundation · The Bernarr Rainbow Trust · The Bransford Trust
The Rowlands Trust · The Steven R. Gerber Trust · William A Cadbury Trust
Worcester City Council · Wyastone Foundation
Thanks also to Sue Terry, Richard Cottle, Ben Knowles, Miles Brett
Photo credits
Hugh Bonneville, Lou Boileau Davood Ghadami, Faye Thomas
Gemma Whelan, Doug Peters/EMPics Entertainment
David Yang, Mark James Kenneth Woods, Benjamin Ealovega and Suzanne Casey
Recorded in Wyastone Concert Hall, 30-31 July 2020
Producer and Editor, Tim Burton. Engineering and Editing, Matthew Swan.
Voice over sessions
Producer and Editor, Tim Burton. Engineering, Richard Cottle.
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English Symphony Orchestra
Andrew Farquharson, Chief Executive Officer. Kenneth Woods, Artistic Director.
Released under exclusive licence from the copyright holder
Made in the UK by Nimbus Records
c 2021 Wyastone Estate Limited © 2021 Wyastone Estate Limited

www.wyastone.co.uk
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The English Symphony Orchestra, the International Orchestra of Elgar Country, is an
ensemble which in recent years has become synonymous with artistic excellence,
innovative and visionary programming, distinctive commissioning and groundbreaking recordings. Since 2013, the orchestra has re-emerged as a major force in
British musical life, presenting and recording the orchestra’s first full length opera (the
world premiere of John Joubert’s Jane Eyre) to overwhelming critical acclaim,
presenting the 2015 Classical Music Magazine “Premiere of the Year,” (Donald
Fraser’s orchestration of the Elgar Piano Quintet) and releasing a triumphant series of
recordings, including the Complete Piano Concertos of Ernst Krenek (Sunday Times
Best Recordings of 2016) and John Joubert’s opera Jane Eyre (2017 MusicWeb
Opera Recording of the Year). Founded by William Boughton in 1980, the ESO have
a long and distinguished history of collaboration with legendary figures of British
music making. Vernon “Tod” Handley became the orchestra’s second Principal
Conductor in 2007, and led the orchestra until his death.
Over the years, the ESO has worked with a distinguished list of instrumentalists,
composers and conductors, including Nigel Kennedy, Stephen Isserlis, Daniel Hope,
Michael Tippett, Nicholas Maw and Yehudi Menuhin, who was appointed the ESO’s
Principal Guest Conductor in 1991, and led the orchestra on a number of international
tours. British music has always been a central part of the orchestra’s mission.
The ESO is committed to involving young people in music making. We run regular
courses for beginner, intermediate and advanced youth orchestras, host chamber
music workshops and instrument days. The orchestra also works closely with Music
Education Hubs and schools across the UK to expand musical opportunities for
young people through concerts, workshops, school visits and concerts for young
people.
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Appropriately for an orchestra based in Elgar’s home town, the ESO has made many
acclaimed recordings of that composer’s music, as well as that of major 20th century
British composers including Vaughan Williams, Britten, Butterworth and Bridge. The
ESO discography also highlights a commitment to the music of our time; in addition to
the notable recordings which grew out of the orchestra’s affiliation with Sir Michael
Tippett, are recordings of music by John Metcalfe, John Joubert, and Michael and
Lennox Berkeley. John McCabe served as the orchestra’s Composer-in-Association
from 2013 until his death in 2015. Following McCabe’s death in 2015, the ESO
appointed Philip Sawyers as “John McCabe Composer-in-Association” who was
succeeded by David Matthews in 2018. The ESO’s current John McCabe Composerin-Association is Adrian Williams. eso.co.uk
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Also available
From the English Symphony Orchestra on Nimbus Alliance

“This is an impressive disc. The music is
imaginatively crafted, constantly showing
fine melodic invention and a firm sense of
purpose and direction. Clearly Sawyers
knows how to get the best out of an
orchestra…and I’m now resolved to catch
up with his first two symphonies.”

MusicWeb-International
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New story

This quartet is an early, extrovert piece and
Woods taps into the music’s unbuttoned
joy. The first movement’s close is a case in
point, a cheery, affirmative musical hug,
pitched to perfection in this performance.
All fascinating – a labour of love,
handsomely recorded.

Graham Rickson, TheArtsDesk.com
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“...an astonishingly good CD with stunning
orchestral arrangements by ESO’s principal
conductor, Kenneth Woods”

“This is music to hold close and to savour
at leisure.” Norman Lebrecht,

ArtsMuse, London
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