


Arun Ghosh  
Ambhas
British-Asian clarinetist and composer Arun Ghosh presents a new composition for wind 
orchestra and percussion, inspired by water, ritual and metaphysical journeys.

Bringing together forces of young Northern musicians alongside professional players, Ambhas 
is a large-scale performance piece that draws on ancient heritage and beliefs.

‘Ambhas’, a Sanskrit word for water, and a Celtic word meaning ‘well’ or ‘good’, is the origin 
of the name of the River Humber.

Evoking the spirit of the Vikings and water travellers, Ambhas reimagines ancient journey 
rituals, expressing our metaphysical relationships to rivers, the sea and celestial waters.

Commissioned by Freedom Festival Arts Trust.

Artists: Arun Ghosh clarinet • City of Hull Youth Symphonic Wind Band

Timing: 14’49

About Arun Ghosh

Arun Ghosh is a British-Asian clarinetist, composer and music educator. He was named Jazz 
Instrumentalist of the Year 2014 in the APPJA / Parliamentary Jazz UK Awards and selected 
to be a Musician in Residence 2014 in Wuhan, China in association with PRS Foundation and 
the British Council. 

Ghosh was one of the BT Celebrity Storytellers for the London 2012 Olympics and 
Paralympics and also appeared as a featured artist with his Arkestra Makara pan-Asian 
chamber orchestra, for the BT River of Music Festival as part of the 2012 Cultural Olympiad.

Ghosh is an established musical director and composer for theatre and dance with over 70 
major productions, from Storm by Lemn Sissay (contact, Manchester) in 2002 to Musical 

Director and Composer for Lions and Tigers (Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre) in 2017. His recent theatre compositions include Hobson’s Choice (Royal 
Exchange Theatre) and Noughts and Crosses (Pilot Theatre/Derby Theatre). Ghosh’s latest album, but where are you really from? was released in 2017 on 
camoci records.



About the City of Hull Youth Symphonic Wind Band

The City of Hull Youth Symphonic Wind Band (also known as The Albemarle Wind 
Band) is one of Hull Music Service’s many ensembles open to young players from 
across Hull. The Band meets on Monday nights at The Albemarle Music Centre, 
to rehearse and perform a wide range of musical genres and styles. All ensembles 
run by Hull Music Service are FREE to join, thanks to generous support by Hull 
City Council and Arts Council England. Hull Music Service is Lead Partner for Hull 
Music Hub. www.hullmusichub.com @hullmusichub

About Freedom Festival Arts Trust

Excellent arts and culture can change lives and communities, by transmitting 
fundamental human values and inspiring all ages to embrace and celebrate our 
freedom. We’ve seen it. It may be no surprise then that our ambition is founded on 
the legacy of Hull-born freedom advocate, William Wilberforce.

Freedom Arts Trust was born in 2013 as a not-for-profit organisation to deliver 
the Freedom Festival and an in-year programme of work. The festival which 
was then in its 6th year, was originally established as part of the 2007 William 
Wilberforce commemorations, celebrating the bicentenary of the abolition of the 
slave trade.

Since then, the Freedom Festival has become one of the UK’s leading international arts festivals, with audiences in excess of 130,000 people descending 
on the city of Hull each year to experience and participate in a bold, radical and ground-breaking programme of work. www.freedomfestival.co.uk

The performance of Ambhas was recorded live at Southbank Centre’s Riverside Terrace, London on 6 July 2019 by BBC Radio 3.
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PRS Foundation’s New Music Biennial is a critically acclaimed free festival of new music, presenting a unique snapshot of contemporary music in the 
UK today. For details of all New Music Biennial commissions, visit www.nmcrec.co.uk/new-music-biennial-2019

New Music Biennial is generously supported by the following committed patrons, funders and partners:

NMC Recordings is a charitable company (reg. no. 328052) established for the recording of contemporary music by the Holst Foundation; it is grateful 
for funding from Arts Council England and the Delius Trust.
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