Jessica Curry
She Who
This new commission by Jessica Curry takes two texts written by American feminist poet
Judy Grahn and fuses them into a compelling and innovative 15-minute choral work sung by
the National Youth Chamber Choir of Great Britain. The piece is written at a time where
women are questioning the world they have been told to accept, reconsidering history and
community, and celebrating the power of the female. Simultaneously, young people’s voices
are emerging as the most powerful, positive force for change in global politics. She Who
begins as a fraught conversation between men and women, and blossoms into a celebration
of the diverse, beautiful, collective voice.
Commissioned by National Youth Choirs of Great Britain with the generous support of
PRS Foundation.
Artists: National Youth Chamber Choir • Ben Parry conductor
Timing: 14’44

About Jessica Curry
Jessica is an internationally acclaimed BAFTA-winning composer and is also co-founder of
renowned games company The Chinese Room. Her work has been performed in diverse and
high-profile venues such as The Old Vic Tunnels, The Barbican, Sydney Opera House, The
Royal Albert Hall, Great Ormond Street Hospital, The Wellcome Trust, MOMI New York,
The Royal Opera House, Sage Gateshead and Durham Cathedral. The Washington Post
have described her music as ‘stupendous’ and The Guardian praised her ‘gorgeous orchestral
score’ for Everybody’s Gone to the Rapture. She presented High Score on ClassicFM; the first
national radio show dedicated to video game music and is now working with the BBC on
new projects. www.jessicacurry.co.uk

About National Youth Chamber Choir of Great Britain
The National Youth Chamber Choir is an auditioned ensemble, made up of outstanding
senior singers from the National Youth Choir and the current NYCGB Fellowship holders.
The National Youth Chamber Choir meets throughout the year for highly varied projects
across the UK and internationally. Recent highlights have included recording sessions for
NYCGB, BBC Radio 2, BBC Radio 3 and BBC Radio 4, a national touring collaboration
with National Youth Jazz Orchestra, and appearances by invitation at the American Choral
Directors’ Association Conference, the Malta International Choral Festival, and as part of the
10th Anniversary ‘Choral at Cadogan’ series at Cadogan Hall. www.nycgb.org.uk

About Ben Parry
Ben Parry has a busy career as a conductor, composer, arranger, singer and producer in both classical and light
music fields. He has made over 100 CD recordings and his compositions and arrangements are published by
Oxford University Press, Peters Edition and Faber Music, including the popular Faber Carol Book and Music for
Special Occasions.
Ben is Artistic Director and Principal Conductor of the National Youth Choirs of Great Britain, and was a course
director for the Rodolfus Choral Courses for 20 years, as well as former Director of Music at St Paul’s School and
the Junior Royal Academy of Music in London. As co-Director of the professional choir London Voices, he has
performed in concert halls and festivals worldwide. www.benparry.net

About National Youth Choirs of Great Britain
NYCGB (Artistic Director Ben Parry, Chief Executive Anne Besford) inspires and empowers young people through
the life-changing experience of singing together. Our five choirs - the National Youth Girls’ Choir, National Youth
Boys’ Choir, National Youth Training Choir, the flagship National Youth Choir and National Youth Chamber Choir have a membership of over 750 of the best young singers aged 9 to 25 from across the UK. Through our residential
courses and special projects, we provide our young people with unbeatable opportunities to develop skills in music and
performance, leadership and teamwork, and to grow in confidence and aspiration. www.nycgb.org.uk
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PRS Foundation’s New Music Biennial is a critically acclaimed free festival of new music, presenting a unique snapshot of contemporary music in the
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