
 
 

 

Anna Meredith Axeman   John Orford bassoon ● Sound Intermedia electronics 
 
 
Mark Bowden Parable  Simon Haram alto saxophone 
 
 
Harrison Birtwistle Duet 3  Gareth Hulse cor anglais ● John Orford bassoon 
 
 
Dai Fujikura es    Enno Senft double bass 
 
 
Jonathan Harvey Little Duo  Clio Gould violin ● Tim Gill cello 

 
 
 



 
 
Sinfonietta Shorts are bite-sized pieces of new music from today's leading composers, commissioned and  premiered by principal 
players of the London Sinfonietta. The series started in 2008 to celebrate the ensemble's 40th birthday, and the works created for it 
have enduring relevance as introductions to the best new music of our time.  
 
 
 
Anna Meredith Axeman 
for bassoon and electronics 
 
When a friend asked me to write a piece for solo bassoon I was a bit stuck as I like the bassoon but always found it a bit too 
dignified somehow.  After a few drinks and an experimental session with electric guitar pedals we decided the way forward was to 
unleash the bassoon from its rock closet and try and write a piece that made the bassoon sound as much like an 1980s guitar-god 
as possible. AM 
 
 
Mark Bowden Parable 
for saxophone 
 
Parable is a short work for solo alto saxophone. The idea for the piece came from the legend of the Gordian Knot in which 
Alexander the Great, unable to untie the rope, slices the knot in half with his sword, thus ensuring his future good fortune. The piece 
doesn’t depict this story in a literal sense, but explores a cyclical pattern of notes that is periodically ‘cut’ by interjecting material. The 
piece was written for Simon Haram. MB 
 
 
Harrison Birtwistle  Duet 3   
for cor anglais and bassoon 
supported by Nick and Claire Prettejohn  
 
Duet 3 is the third in a series of works composed by Birtwistle for the Sinfonietta Shorts project, which also includes The Message 
and Bourdon.  The piece, for bassoon and cor anglais, is crafted to sound different in each performance, since there are few points 
in the score at which the two instruments are explicitly synchronised.  Instead, it reveals an ever-changing array of harmonies and 
interactions to be discovered upon each performance. 
 
 
 



Dai Fujikura es  
for double bass 
supported by Robert Clark and Susan Costello 
 
An innovative short composition written for solo double bass, es acted as a test piece and ‘seed’ for Fujikura's Double Bass 
Concerto.  The composition explores the sound-making capabilities of the double bass through the use of extended techniques and 
the detuning of the instrument in order to affect the way in which the body resonates.  Fujikura worked closely with bassist Enno 
Senft to compose the piece and to illustrate what the double bass is capable of. 
 
 
Jonathan Harvey Little Duo  
for violin and cello 
supported by Sir John and Lady Tusa 
 
Little Duo was Jonathan Harvey’s response to writing a piece for the Sinfonietta Shorts series.  Coming quite late in his 
compositional output, the piece is a small addition to the catalogue of his works which the London Sinfonietta are also proud to have 
represented on record (and indeed on NMC) with the live recording of his Bird Concerto with Pianosong from the 2009 Warsaw 
Autumn Festival. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Visit the Sinfonietta Shorts project page at www.nmcrec.co.uk/sinfonietta-shorts for video interviews with the composers and artists and to 
download each piece.  



THE ARTISTS 
 
 
JOHN ORFORD bassoon 
 
John Orford studied in Manchester with Charles Cracknell, and at the Royal Manchester College of Music with William Waterhouse where he was awarded the 
Hiles Gold Medal for Orchestral Playing. After 18 months in the Bournemouth Sinfonietta he joined the BBC Symphony Orchestra, where he remained for eight 
years. In 1982 John was appointed Principal Bassoon with the London Sinfonietta, and in 1984 he was made Professor of Bassoon at the Royal Academy of 
Music and the Guildhall School of Music & Drama. 
 
As well as appearing as principal bassoon with all the major London symphony orchestras, John has performed for many television and film soundtracks, 
including the bassoon solo on Geoffrey Burgon's soundtrack to the classic TV series Brideshead Revisited. He has performed much solo and chamber music, 
including the Mozart Bassoon Concerto with the London Virtuosi and the Strauss Duo Concertante with Michael Collins and the London Sinfonietta. 
 
 
 
SOUND INTERMEDIA electronics 
 
Sound Intermedia – alias Ian Dearden and David Sheppard – is dedicated to realising visionary new art works through live performance and cutting-edge 
technology. Their trail-blazing initiatives and artistic collaborations continually push past the accepted boundaries of composition, sound design, live sound, 
music technology and interactive multimedia. 
 
Internationally respected both as composers and performers, they collaborate with many of the world's most influential artists and organizations. 
 
 
 
SIMON HARAM alto saxophone 
 
Born in Liverpool in 1969, Simon studied with John Harle at the Guildhall School of Music & Drama, graduating with Distinction in 1992. During his studies 
Simon won a succession of awards, scholarships and competitions including the Principal’s Prize and was the first wind player to be accepted for the 
prestigious YCAT award. 
 
He was Professor of Saxophone at the Guildhall for over 10 years, is currently Visiting Professor of Saxophone at the Royal Scottish Academy of Music and 
has given masterclasses at the Royal College of Music, Royal Northern College of Music and the Birmingham Conservatoire. He is much sought after as a 
recitalist and ensemble player, appearing with the Graham Fitkin Group, Michael Nyman Band, Nash Ensemble, Composers’ Ensemble and all the London 
orchestras. He was appointed Principal Saxophone of the London Sinfonietta in 1997. He recently joined Will Gregory’s Synth Orchestra as EWI and keyboard 
player. 
 
As a soloist, Simon has appeared with ensembles including the London Sinfonietta, Philharmonia Orchestra, London Philharmonic Orchestra, English 
Chamber Orchestra, London Chamber Orchestra, BBC Concert Orchestra, BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra and the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic 
Orchestra. 
  



GARETH HULSE cor anglais  
 
Gareth Hulse read music at Cambridge University, and continued his studies on the oboe with Janet Craxton and Heinz Holliger.  He was subsequently 
appointed principal oboe with the Northern Sinfonia, a position he has since held with English National Opera and the London Philharmonic Orchestra.  
 
Gareth now pursues his interest in contemporary music as principal oboe with the London Sinfonietta, and in chamber music with London Winds and the Nash 
Ensemble, with whom he has toured widely and recorded extensively for Sony, Decca, Hyperion and NMC. Gareth has given many concerto performances, in 
music ranging from Bach and Vivaldi to Berio and Lutoslawski, and is a frequent broadcaster on radio and television.  He teaches at the Royal College of 
Music. 
 
 
 
ENNO SENFT double bass 
 
Enno Senft is principal double-bass and a founder member of the Chamber Orchestra of Europe as well as the principal double bass of the London 
Sinfonietta. 
 
He has performed and recorded with many of the greatest conductors and soloists such as Claudio Abbado, Nikolaus Harnoncourt, Andras Schiff, Heinz 
Holliger, Paavo Berglund, Pierre Boulez, Gidon Kremer, the late Sandor Vegh and as soloist under Sir Roger Norrington. He has participated in various 
chamber music and contemporary music festival, notably the Berliner Festwochen, Wien Modern, Sermoneta, Lockenhaus, Huddersfield, Cheltenham, 
Aldeburgh, the Wigmore Hall Series in London and the Sydney Festival. 
 
During the last decade Enno Senft's interest has focused particularly on contemporary music and he joined the London Sinfonietta as principal double-bass. 
Projects include working closely with Oliver Knussen, George Benjamin, Peter Eötvös, Esa-Pekka Salonen, Thomas Ades and György Kurtag. 
 
 
 
CLIO GOULD violin  
 
Clio Gould has performed as soloist and director throughout Britain and Europe, and with her 2002 appointment as leader of the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra 
became the first female leader of a symphony orchestra in London; positions she has held also include principal violin of the London Sinfonietta and Artistic 
Director of the Scottish Ensemble. A strong advocate of contemporary music, she has worked with leading composers including Pierre Boulez, John Adams 
and Oliver Knussen. 
 
She has appeared as soloist with the BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra (at the BBC Proms), London Sinfonietta, the London Philharmonic Orchestra, the 
Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, the BBC Symphony Orchestra, the BBC Philharmonic Orchestra, the BBC National Orchestra of Wales, the Ulster Orchestra, 
the National Symphony Orchestra of Ireland and the Royal Scottish National Orchestra. 
 
 
  



TIM GILL cello 
 
Tim Gill began to play the cello at the age of eight, subsequently studying with Dimitry Markevitch in Paris, Christopher Bunting at Cambridge and David 
Strange at the Royal Academy. In 1989-90 Tim was resident artist at the Banff Centre, Canada, where, as a result of winning the Banff concerto competition, 
he was invited to play the Elgar concerto with the Calgary Philharmonic and later to tour Canada as a recitalist. 
 
His Purcell Room debut in 1990 was met with critical acclaim and resulted in an invitation from the Park Lane Group to give the Priaulx Rainier recital the 
following year. Tim has since given recitals and played concertos throughout the UK, Europe and India. In 1995 he recorded Beethoven's complete works for 
cello and piano for Dutch radio with Marietta Petkova, and in 1996 he gave his Wigmore Hall debut and released two CDs on the Guild label with pianist Fali 
Pavri. 
 
Tim is currently principal cellist with the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra and the London Sinfonietta. He is also much in demand as a soloist and chamber 
musician. He became principal cellist of the London Sinfonietta in June 2005. 
 
 
 
LONDON SINFONIETTA 

The London Sinfonietta’s mission is to place the best contemporary classical music at the heart of today’s culture; engaging and challenging the public through 
inspiring performances of the highest standard, and taking risks to develop new work and talent. 

The ensemble is Resident Orchestra at Southbank Centre with headquarters at Kings Place, and continues to take the best contemporary music to venues 
and festivals across the UK and worldwide with a busy touring schedule. Since its inaugural concert in 1968 – giving the world premiere of Sir John 
Tavener’s The Whale – the London Sinfonietta’s commitment to making new music has seen it commission over 300 works, and premiere many hundreds 
more. 

The core of the London Sinfonietta is 18 Principal Players, representing some of the best solo and ensemble musicians in the world. The ensemble has just 
launched its Emerging Artists Programme, which will give professional musicians at the start of promising and brilliant careers the opportunity to work 
alongside those Principal Players on stage across the season. 

The London Sinfonietta’s recordings present a catalogue of 20th-century classics, on numerous prestigious labels as well as the ensemble's own London 
Sinfonietta Label. Most recently, a performance of Philip Cashian’s Piano Concerto was released on NMC. 

 
 www.londonsinfonietta.org.uk 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Axeman and Duet 3 were recorded on 18 November 2013 at All Saints Church, East Finchley, London 
Producer/engineer SOUND INTERMEDIA 
  
Parable was recorded on 17 January 2013 at Silent Age Sound, London 
Producer/engineer SIMON HARAM 
  
Es was recorded on 5 September 2009 at All Saints Church, West Dulwich, London 
Producer/engineer DAI FUJIKURA 
 
Little Duo was recorded on 28 March 2012 in Hall 2, Kings Place, London 
Producer/engineer SOUND INTERMEDIA 
 
 
 
NMC Recordings is a charitable company (reg. no. 328052) established for the recording of contemporary music by the Holst Foundation; it is grateful for the 
support of Arts Council England. 
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All rights of the manufacturer and owner of the recorded material reserved. Unauthorised public performance, broadcasting and copying of this recording 
prohibited. 
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