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Sinfonietta Shorts are bite-sized pieces of new music from today's leading composers, commissioned and  
premiered by principal players of the London Sinfonietta. The series started in 2008 to celebrate the 
ensemble's 40th birthday, and the works created for it have enduring relevance as introductions to the best 
new music of our time.  

 
 

 
Matt Rogers Orac for clarinet 
 
Matt Rogers says ... Orac is a piece of instrumental rhetoric inspired partly by the idea of early computer-generated music. It attempts 
to create the sense of a discreet algorithm at work, a computer program designed to give the impression that the music was written 
by a human composer – which of course it was, but in this case a human composer who wishes to give the impression that there is a 
discreet algorithm at work, which there is not. As such, the music can also be considered coded data, broadcast via soundwaves and 
ripe with information, ready for interpretation by any system capable of reading it. 
Orac takes its name from one of my favourite fictional computers, a character in the 1970s BBC Television science fiction series 
Blake’s 7. 



 
Matt Rogers 
 
Matt Rogers is a British composer who has written for and with a host of leading instrumentalists, ensembles and technologists, creating music and 
installations for concert halls, theatres and galleries. 
 
He studied for his Masters Degree with Gordon McPherson at the Royal Scottish Academy of Music and Drama (now the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland) 
graduating in 2001, and continued his education with Oliver Knussen and Magnus Lindberg at the Britten-Pears School for Advanced Musical Study. 
 
Matt has received the Paul Hamlyn Foundation Award for Composers and has been Artist in Residence at the Southbank Centre and Tokyo Wonder Site. He 
was also the first composer to be commissioned by Art on the Underground. 
 
Other commissions include The Virtues of Things for Royal Opera, Aldeburgh Music and Opera North, and La Celestina, an opera installation for Opera 
Erratica commissioned by the New York Metropolitan Museum of Art. 
 
 
THE ARTISTS 
 
 
MARK VAN DE WIEL clarinet 

Mark van de Wiel is established as one of Britain's leading, and most versatile, clarinettists. As principal clarinettist of the London Sinfonietta and the 
Philharmonia Orchestra, and as a well-known soloist and chamber musician, he performs at major venues throughout the world. 

Mark was born in Northampton, and educated at Merton College Oxford and the Royal College of Music. He was immediately appointed principal clarinettist 
with the Welsh National Opera and subsequently with Glyndebourne Touring Opera. Since 2000 he has been principal clarinettist with the Philharmonia 
Orchestra, and was appointed principal with the London Sinfonietta in 2002. 

As a soloist he has performed with the Philharmonia, London Sinfonietta, London Chamber Orchestra (in La Scala, Milan), Thames Chamber Orchestra, 
Mozart Festival Orchestra, Welsh National Opera Orchestra, English Classical Players, the Arhus Orchestra, Belgrade Strings, and the Birmingham 
Contemporary Music Group. He is particularly well known for his performances of contemporary music, and has given many premieres. 

Mark was principal clarinettist with the Composers' Ensemble from 1992-2000, and has been principal with the Endymion Ensemble since its formation. He is 
also principal with the London Chamber Orchestra, and is a professor at the Royal Academy of Music. He appeared for several years as the clarinet and 
basset horn soloist in the production of Mozart's Clemenza Di Tito at the Bavarian State Opera in Munich. 

 
LONDON SINFONIETTA 

The London Sinfonietta’s mission is to place the best contemporary classical music at the heart of today’s culture; engaging and challenging the public through 
inspiring performances of the highest standard, and taking risks to develop new work and talent. Founded in 1968, the ensemble’s commitment to making new 
music has seen it commission over 300 works, and premiere many hundreds more. 

Resident at Southbank Centre with a busy touring schedule across the UK and abroad, its core is 18 Principal Players, representing some of the best solo and 
ensemble musicians in the world. The group also works with talented Emerging Artists, to ensure the unique expertise of its Principals is passed on to the next 



generation of performers. Having held a world-leading position in education and participation work for many years, the London Sinfonietta continues this with a 
belief that arts participation is transformational to individuals and communities, and new music is relevant to people’s lives. 

The ensemble has an extensive back catalogue of recordings made over 47 years, which have been released on numerous prestigious labels as well as its 
own London Sinfonietta Label. The London Sinfonietta won the RPS Music Award for Ensemble in 2010. 

www.londonsinfonietta.org.uk 

 
  
  

 

 

Anna Meredith Axeman  John Orford bassoon ● Sound Intermedia 
Harrison Birtwistle Duet 3   Gareth Hulse cor anglais ● John Orford bassoon 
Dai Fujikura es    Enno Senft double bass 
Jonathan Harvey Little Duo   Clio Gould violin ● Tim Gill cello 
Mark Bowden Parable   Simon Haram alto saxophone 
Jordan Hunt Siren   Alistair Mackie trumpet 
Samantha Fernando Kinesphere Michael Cox flute 
Francisco Coll Hyperlude IV  Jonathan Morton violin 

 
 
 
Orac was recorded on 1 December 2015 at All Saints East Finchley, London. 
Producer/engineer DAVID LEFEBER 
  
 
 
NMC Recordings is a charitable company (reg. no. 328052) established for the recording of contemporary music by the Holst Foundation; it is grateful for the 
support of Arts Council England, Britten-Pears Foundation and the Delius Trust. 
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