
 

 

Harrison Birtwistle   Duet 1  Alistair Mackie trumpet 

     Mark van de Wiel clarinet 

     David Hockings percussion 
 
Sinfonietta Shorts are bite-sized pieces of new music from today's leading composers, commissioned 
and premiered by principal players of the London Sinfonietta. The series started in 2008 to celebrate the 
ensemble's 40th birthday, and the works created for it have enduring relevance as introductions to the 
best new music of our time.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Harrison Birtwistle Duet 1 
 
Sir Harrison Birtwistle created the first short piece The Message (Duet 1) for the London Sinfonietta in 2008, as a ‘birthday card’ for their 40th anniversary 
concert. He then decided to write more duets for different occasions over the past few years. Bourdon (Duet 2) for violin and viola was performed at a 
commemorative event for the publisher Bill Colleran. Duet 3 for cor anglais and bassoon was created as a surprise for a supporter of his work, Nicholas 
Prettejohn. There are now five pieces in the sequence, and this evolving set may well take other forms in the future as the composer sees fit. © Andrew Burke, 
Chief Executive, London Sinfonietta 

Duet 1 is a conversation for two instruments. The original title, The Message, derives from a sculpture by Bob Law on which is inscribed ‘the purpose of life is 
to pass the message on’. 

 

Harrison Birtwistle 

 
Sir Harrison Birtwistle is internationally regarded as one of the most striking and individual composers today. His unique soundworld runs the full gamut from 
large-scale operatic and orchestral canvases, rich in mythical and primitivist power, to intimate chamber works, contemplative in their lyricism. 
 
He was born in 1934 in Accrington and studied clarinet and composition at the Royal Manchester College of Music. In 1965 he sold his clarinets to devote all 
his efforts to composition, and travelled to Princeton as a Harkness Fellow where he completed the opera Punch and Judy (D138). This work, together with 
Verses for Ensembles and The Triumph of Time, firmly established Birtwistle as a leading voice in British music. 
 
The decade from 1973 to 1984 was dominated by his monumental lyric tragedy The Mask of Orpheus, staged by English National Opera in 1986 and issued in 
a Gramophone Award-winning recording on NMC (D050), and by the series of remarkable ensemble scores now performed by the world’s leading new music 
groups: Secret Theatre, Silbury Air and Carmen Arcadiae Mechanicae Perpetuum (recorded by the London Sinfonietta and reissued on NMC [D148]). 

 
 
THE ARTISTS 
 
 
MARK VAN DE WIEL clarinet 

Mark van de Wiel is established as one of Britain's leading, and most versatile, clarinettists. As principal clarinettist of the London Sinfonietta and the 
Philharmonia Orchestra, and as a well-known soloist and chamber musician, he performs at major venues throughout the world. 

Mark was born in Northampton, and educated at Merton College Oxford and the Royal College of Music. He was immediately appointed principal clarinettist 
with the Welsh National Opera and subsequently with Glyndebourne Touring Opera. Since 2000 he has been principal clarinettist with the Philharmonia 
Orchestra, and was appointed principal with the London Sinfonietta in 2002. 

As a soloist he has performed with the Philharmonia, London Sinfonietta, London Chamber Orchestra (in La Scala, Milan), Thames Chamber Orchestra, 
Mozart Festival Orchestra, Welsh National Opera Orchestra, English Classical Players, the Arhus Orchestra, Belgrade Strings, and the Birmingham 
Contemporary Music Group. He is particularly well known for his performances of contemporary music, and has given many premieres. 



Mark was principal clarinettist with the Composers' Ensemble from 1992-2000, and has been principal with the Endymion Ensemble since its formation. He is 
also principal with the London Chamber Orchestra, and is a professor at the Royal Academy of Music. He appeared for several years as the clarinet and 
basset horn soloist in the production of Mozart's Clemenza Di Tito at the Bavarian State Opera in Munich. 

 
ALISTAIR MACKIE trumpet 

Alistair has been a principal player with the London Sinfonietta since 2009 and a member of the Philharmonia Orchestra since 1996 where he currently holds 
the position of Joint Principal Trumpet. From 2005-2011 he also served as Chairman of the orchestra. 

Alistair was formerly Principal Trumpet in the Orchestra of Glyndebourne Touring Opera.He graduated from the University of Surrey in 1988 and in 1990 
became the first brass player to win the wind section of the Royal Overseas League Music competition. 

He has performed as a soloist with many orchestras including the Philharmonia, London Sinfonietta, London Mozart Players, London Soloists Chamber 
Orchestra, the Norwegian Radio Orchestra and the Armenian Philharmonic Orchestra. He taught at the University of Surrey for 15 years and since 2007 has 
been a professor at the Royal College of Music. 

 
DAVID HOCKINGS percussion 
 

David studied at the Royal College of Music with Janos Keszei and Michael Skinner. On leaving College, he spent much time performing with the London 
Sinfonietta, and eventually became its Principal Percussionist in 1995, surely one of the most demanding positions for a percussionist anywhere in the world. 
Having also worked regularly for more than ten years with all of the major London orchestras, he joined the BBC Symphony Orchestra in 1991, becoming its 
Principal Percussionist in 1994. Among his most recent appearances was a televised performance of Bartok's Sonata for two Pianos and Percussion in its 
orchestral version. As well as his orchestral, chamber and recording work, David has also been involved extensively with education work, which has taken him 
to many communities, including prisons and schools for the severely disabled, at home and as far afield as Japan, South America and the United States. In 
January 2008 David was appointed Head of Percussion at the Royal College of Music, a role for which he considers himself privileged even to have been 
considered. 
 
 
LONDON SINFONIETTA 

The London Sinfonietta’s mission is to place the best contemporary classical music at the heart of today’s culture; engaging and challenging the public through 
inspiring performances of the highest standard, and taking risks to develop new work and talent. Founded in 1968, the ensemble’s commitment to making new 
music has seen it commission over 300 works, and premiere many hundreds more. 

Resident at Southbank Centre with a busy touring schedule across the UK and abroad, its core is 18 Principal Players, representing some of the best solo and 
ensemble musicians in the world. The group also works with talented Emerging Artists, to ensure the unique expertise of its Principals is passed on to the next 
generation of performers. Having held a world-leading position in education and participation work for many years, the London Sinfonietta continues this with a 
belief that arts participation is transformational to individuals and communities, and new music is relevant to people’s lives. 

The ensemble has an extensive back catalogue of recordings made over 47 years, which have been released on numerous prestigious labels as well as its 
own London Sinfonietta Label. The London Sinfonietta won the RPS Music Award for Ensemble in 2010. 

www.londonsinfonietta.org.uk 



 
  
  

 

 

Anna Meredith Axeman  John Orford bassoon ● Sound Intermedia 
Harrison Birtwistle Duet 3   Gareth Hulse cor anglais ● John Orford bassoon 
Dai Fujikura es    Enno Senft double bass 
Jonathan Harvey Little Duo   Clio Gould violin ● Tim Gill cello 
Mark Bowden Parable   Simon Haram alto saxophone 
Jordan Hunt Siren   Alistair Mackie trumpet 
Samantha Fernando Kinesphere Michael Cox flute 
Francisco Coll Hyperlude IV  Jonathan Morton violin 
Matt Rogers Orac   Mark van de Wiel clarinet 
Harrison Birtwistle Duet 1  Alistair Mackie trumpet ● Mark van de Wiel clarinet ● David Hockings percussion 
Harrison Birtwistle Duet 4  Alexandra Wood violin ● Michael Cox flute 
Harrison Birtwistle Duet 5  Michael Thompson horn ● Byron Fulcher trombone 
Harrison Birtwistle Duet 2  Paul Silverthorne viola ● Jonathan Morton violin 

 

 
 
Duet 1 was recorded on 5 December 2015 at Queen Elizabeth Hall, London. 
Producer/engineer DANIEL HALFORD and IAN DEARDEN for Sound Intermedia 
  
 

 
NMC Recordings is a charitable company (reg. no. 328052) established for the recording of contemporary music by the Holst Foundation; it is grateful for the 
support of Arts Council England, Britten-Pears Foundation and the Delius Trust. 
 

       
 
 

 
 
 

 
FOR FURTHER DETAILS PLEASE CONTACT: 



 
NMC Recordings Ltd, Somerset House, Third Floor, South Wing,  
Strand, London, WC2R 1LA 
 
Tel. +44 (0)20 7759 1827/8 • Fax. +44 (0)20 7759 1829 
E-mail: nmc@nmcrec.co.uk 
 
All rights of the manufacturer and owner of the recorded material reserved. Unauthorised public performance, broadcasting and copying of this recording 
prohibited. 
 
Catalogue number: NMC DL3021 
(P) 2016 NMC Recordings/London Sinfonietta • © 2016 NMC Recordings Ltd 
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