BEST OF BRITISH (8.570573-74)

These discs offer the ideal starting point to explore the rich and rewarding legacy of British
Music. By and large they reflect a “golden age” of British music, when the late nineteenth and
early twentieth century produced a flourishing of composers who all gained stature on an
international stage.

The recordings of British music on Naxos are rightly celebrated as being among the highest
achievements of the label. Matching innovative repertoire with superb performances, Naxos has
brought the work of under-recognised composers such as Bax, Bridge and Harty to the musical
forefront.

We take pride therefore in presenting a selection of the very best of British music both sacred
and secular - some of the most rousing, triumphant and uplifting ever written, alongside more
serene and contemplative pieces evoking the rolling green countryside so unique to the British
Isles.

cD1

[1] Edward Elgar (1857-1934)

Enigma Variations: Variation IX (Nimrod): (From Naxos 8.553564) ........cccccoeeevrermerrverersrrirrrane (03:29)
Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra, George Hurst (conductor)

Perhaps the most popular and well known of all Elgar's pieces, the Enigma Variations began life as
something of a joke, picturing his friends in music. This variation represents A J Jaeger, Elgar’s great
friend and allegedly depicts a discussion between them on Beethoven’s slow movements. Nimrod has
become a work in its own right, entering the world of ‘pop’ classics.

[2] William Walton (1902-1983)

Crown Imperial (From NaxX0S 8.555869) .........ccuueeeeeeeeoeeeeeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeereeesesees s eesveseeseesees s (6:45)
English Northern Philharmonia, Paul Daniel (conductor)

Walton used the music of Elgar as his inspiration when he was commissioned by the BBC to compose a
March for the anticipated coronation of Edward VIII. As that event never took place owing to Edward’s
abdication, the new work, Crown Imperial, was played at the coronation of George VI on 12 May 1937.
This march exudes characteristic Waltonian joie de vivre and exuberance.
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[91 John Rutter (b.1945)

Requiem: The Lord Is My Shepherd (From Naxos 8.557130).............cocccouveeeeeervecemeoerensriseriesssessons (5:03)
Choir of Clare College, Cambridge, Timothy Brown (conductor)

The immediate success of John Rutter's Requiem was phenomenal. It received over five hundred
orchestral performances in America alone in the first six months after its publication in 1985. It has an
unquestionable optimism conveyed by its sense of hope and comfort, and it is perhaps for this reason
that it became a preferred choice of music at memorial services following the tragic events of
September 11th 2001.

[10] John Tavener (b.1945)

The Lamb (From NaX0S 8.555256) ........coevueeeereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeseeeseeeeeesess s seees s ess e eseeseeesnens (3:52)
Choir of St John’s College, Cambridge, Christopher Robinson (conductor)

John Tavener like Rutter was born in 1945 and both attended the same school. Tavener has a startling
originality of concept and an intensely personal idiom, making his compositional voice, with its deep
spirituality, quite separate from those of his contemporaries. The Lamb has been described as a sacred
lullaby, built on a very simple melodic idea and its inversion.

[11] Hamilton Harty (1879-1941)

Piano Concerto in B min: Il. Tranquilllo e calmo (From Naxos 8.557731) .......ccceceveeceervecverrenernes (8:57)
Peter Donohoe (piano), Ulster Orchestra, Takuo Yuasa (conductor)

Irish influences can be felt in much of Belfast-born Hamilton Harty’s music, including his Piano
Concerto, although it was composed while Harty was staying in Italy in 1922. The second movement
features a long, pensive melody on the piano punctuated by orchestral interludes, with the soft chimes
of a bell, and solo violin and cello adding to the magical effect.

[12] Frederick Delius (1862-1934)

On Hearing the First Cuckoo in Spring (From Naxos 8.557143).........ceveeveeeeeererereereriessreserisersennen (5:53)
Royal Scottish National Orchestra, David Lloyd-Jones (conductor)

Often considered a quintessentially British composer, Delius was born Fritz Delius to German parents
while the piece on this disc develops a Norwegian folk-song. However the overall sound Delius achieved
is certainly a pastoral English idyll and this piece won instant success with its evocative melody.
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