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BEHIND THE WALL

The music on this recording exudes a warmth and humanity that lifts the spirit at a moment when 
the threads that bind the communities of our planet are becoming increasingly fragile. Daniel 
Herskedal has travelled through Syria, Lebanon and Palestine to study and absorb the heritage of 
a region fractured by conflict, and has created a suite of music that celebrates the depth of ancient 
traditions, and the sheer resilience and dignity of a people threatened by forces beyond their 
control. Through the prism of Ramallah, ”Behind the Wall” evokes these traditions in exquisitely 
crafted music that is steeped in Daniel’s insight into a culture that is far too often misunderstood 
by many in the West. But this is far away from being a simple political statement - rather, its 
strength derives from landscapes visited and friendships made, reflected by the music’s lyricism 
and exuberance.

I first met Daniel some years ago when he was part of Take Five Europe, a project devised to 
support the careers of emerging artists from the richly diverse European jazz scene. I already knew 
of his extraordinary instrumental skill, but quickly discovered that he was also a gifted composer 
whose skills stretch far beyond the familiar perceptions of jazz, with a rare command of chamber 
and orchestral writing. More important, he delves deep into the inspiration for his music. ”Behind 
the Wall” is no easy fusion of east and west, but a creative interplay that displays a profound 
understanding of a very different world than his own - and not just of the music that comes from 
that world, but of the people he met and shared time with. I heard this music a few years ago, 
played by Daniel’s own improvising band, with the addition of musicians from the Royal Northern 
Sinfonia. It’s therefore fascinating to hear it again, in this freshly minted version for a terrific chamber 
ensemble. As a player, Daniel approaches live performance with a generosity that swiftly draws the 
audience into his sonic world. As you will hear, this same generosity inhabits his composed music.

Life-enhancing music from a music creator of enduring talent.

JOHN CUMMING, OBE
Co-founder and director of Serious and the London Jazz Festival, 1986–2019
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DANIEL HERSKEDAL (b. 1982) has established himself as an innovative and colorful composer 
and musician on the European scene, working in a personal and cinematic soundscape in the 
intersection between classical, folk music and jazz. He has done several albums for Edition Records 
with his own ensemble, and commissions for among others The Russian Patrarchate choir of 
Moscow, BBC Concert Orchestra and The Royal Norwegian Navy Band. He has also arranged and 
recorded music for the Brad Pitt-produced film and Joe Talbot-directed “The Last Black Man In 
San Fransisco”. 

Behind The Wall is his debut on Naxos and his first album as a composer without participating as 
a musician.
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BEHIND THE WALL

Composed by DANIEL HERSKEDAL

ELIN TORP MELAND - obo/cor anglais

KJELL MAGNE ROBAK - cello

GRO MERETE HJERTVIK - piano

1. Welcome to Ramallah – The Hill of God ............... 05:11
2. Smoking Shisha at Al-Manara Square .................... 06:58
3. Moosiqa Alsalam – Peace Music ............................ 02:32
4. The Olive Farmer ................................................... 05:31
5. Salah Elfajer – Morning Prayer............................... 05:29
6. Abu Ezz Grill........................................................... 03:00
7. Sunrise in Ramallah ............................................... 04:24
8. Amal – Caravan of Dreams – Hope ....................... 07:02
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ELIN TORP MELAND has played obo professionally since 2010. She has a bachelor’s degree from 
the Barratt Due institute of music in Oslo, and a Master’s degree from the university of Gothenburg, 
where she specialised in orchestral music. Having played with several ensembles and orchestras 
both in Norway and abroad, Meland has experience from a wide variety of genres, from classical and 
contemporary music to rock music and jazz. Meland has, since 2012, been employed by Trøndelag/
Nord-Trøndelag fylkeskommune as a regional musician, playing as a trio with Hjertvik and Robak.

KJELL MAGNE ROBAK has established himself as a creative and versatile cellist, covering a variety of 
styles and genres. As a recording and touring musician he has worked with several of Norway’s most 
prominent artists within pop and rock music, heavy metal and jazz, as well as classical and contemporary 
music. Always seeking new ways to express himself, Robak has created a series of cello performance 
videos in collaboration with his wife Ragne Victoria Stauri. 

GRO MERETE HJERTVIK is a pianist who has been touring in Norway since the early 1990’s. She 
has had her main focus on chamber music and accompanying different musicians, singers and choirs. 
From her work,  her recordings of 30 songs for NRK with a soprano is worth mentioning. Gro has 
been touring 25 years in schools and kindergartens and has also been playing as a soloist with The 
Trondheim soloists.
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CREDITS: 
All compositions by Daniel Herskedal

Recorded at Bagsværd kirke, Denmark by August Wanngren
Mixed by August Wanngren at Virkeligheden

Mastered by Thomas Eberger at Stockholm Mastering
Produced by John Ehde and Daniel Herskedal

Photos by Knut Åserud (ensemble) and Aga Tomaszek (composer)
Cover Photo: Elisabeth Whapshott photography of Banksy street art

Daniel Herskedal appears courtesy of Edition Records

LINER NOTES:
John Cumming, OBE

Performed by: 
Elin Torp Meland - obo/cor anglais

Kjell Magne Robak - cello
Gro Merete Hjertvik - piano

SUPPORTED BY:
The composition is commissioned by Trøndelag County

And supported by Norwegian Art Council

DEDICATED TO:
The citizens of Ramallah
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THANK YOU: 

Elin, Kjell Magne and Gro, John Cumming, Tomas Linnes, August Wanngren, John Ehde, 
Christine Zayed, Samer Rashed, Maher Mahmoud, Erik Johannessen, Knut Åserud, 

Aga Tomaszek, Anders Skaugen, Kristin Løseth Waade, Øystein Eide, Bagsværd kirke, 
Pianokompagniet, Norsk Kulturråd and Trøndelag fylkeskommune.



8.574189 8

1.  Welcome to Ramallah - The Hill of God
أهالً وسهالً يف رام الله - هضبة الله

2.  Smoking Shisha at Al-Manara Square 
تدخني األركيلة يف ساحة املنارة

3.  Moosiqa Alsalam – Peace Music 
موسيقا السالم

4.  The Olive Farmer
ُمزارع الزيتون

5.  Salah Elfajer – Morning Prayer 
صالة الفجر

6.  Abu Ezz Grill 
مشاوي أبو العز

7.  Sunrise in Ramallah 
الغروب يف رام الله

8.  Amal – Caravan of Dreams – Hope 
أمل - قافلة األحالم
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