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Watch an expert violinist pick up the
violin, place it under the chin and draw the
bow across the strings, making music sing
in the air: it seems so easy and natural.
Actually, it can feel rather awkward at
first! Where do I put my fingers for different
notes? And how can I do it as well as pull the
bow smoothly so it makes a nice sound? It
seems so difficult!
The violin is one of the most popular
instruments the world over. Probably more
children learn the violin than any other instrument
(except perhaps the recorder).
One reason is that music needs so many
violins. Music for orchestras needs a lot of violins;
gypsy music in Hungary needs violins; raags in India
sometimes use violins. Folk musicians in England,
America and many other countries use the violin too.
In the 16 tracks of this collection, you can hear
many different kinds of classical music from the violin.
See which ones you like best…

.
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Paganini Caprice No. 24

4:52
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Elgar Salut d’amour (‘Love’s Greeting’)

Keyword: Thrilling

Keyword: Melody

A tall man with long hair comes on stage, holding his violin
and a bow. He is Nicolò Paganini, the most amazing violinist
the world has ever known. He brings his violin up to his
chin and starts playing this music. Written 200 years ago,
it is still very difficult to play. First comes a simple – and
famous! – tune. Then there are 12 ‘variations’ – like putting
on 12 different sets of clothes. Can you spot where the
violinist plucks the strings, rather than strokes them with
the bow?

One of the best things the violin can do is play a lovely melody that you can sing,
or even whistle, for a long time afterwards. The melody of Salut d’amour (‘Love’s
Greeting’) became one of the most popular ever written by the English composer
Edward Elgar. He gave the piece as a present to his future wife, Alice.
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Mozart Violin Concerto No. 3: 3rd movement

Keyword: Soloist
The violin was an important instrument in the family of
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. His father was a violinist and
taught his young son to play. Although Wolfgang played the
piano more in concerts, he loved the violin and wrote a lot
of music for it. This is the third of his five violin concertos –
for violin and orchestra. Although there are many violins in
the orchestra, Mozart has carefully written the big solo part
so that people can hear it clearly. Can you?
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J.S. Bach Concerto for two violins and strings: 3rd movement

3:03

4:59

Keywords: Two violins
6:42

Most violin concertos have one solo violin. Here, Johann
Sebastian Bach decided to use two violins. We can hear
that these two play like friends: sometimes one comes to
the front, then the other, and then they weave in and out as
if they’re dancing.
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Granados Danza española No. 5

Keyword: Dance
This Spanish music was originally written for the piano, but the Austrian violinist Fritz
Kreisler loved it so much he wanted to play it in his own concerts. So he ‘arranged’
it – altered it – to fit the violin and piano, though of course he made sure the violin
had the big tune!

3:43
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Massenet Thaïs: Méditation

5:16
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Bazzini La Ronde des lutins (‘The Dance of the Goblins’)

Keyword: Meditation

Keyword: Goblins

This quiet, beautiful music shows what a sweet sound the
violin can make. It actually comes from an opera called Thaïs.
It uses the low notes of the violin but also goes high on the
top string. It is difficult to play fast music – like the piece you
can hear on track 1 – but it is just as difficult to make the
violin really sing in a smooth, slow line. ‘Meditation’ means
thinking very deeply: the music is almost dreamlike.

Ready, steady, go! This is a ‘Dance of the Goblins’ – and
it sounds like these goblins dance very fast! The bow is
bouncing along the string and the fingers are running up
and down the fingerboard furiously as the music scampers
along. The violinist is playing at top speed and the piano is
keeping up brilliantly… Can you hear little ‘pings’ every now
and again when the violinist plucks the strings?
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Mendelssohn Violin Concerto: 3rd movement

6:29
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Tchaikovsky spent one summer in a nice house in the Russian
countryside and he wrote this piece as a reminder of it. Can
you hear the birds fluttering on the violin?
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Dvorˇák Slavonic Dance in G minor, B. 170

Keywords: Two strings
We’ve slowed down! This is a very gentle dance, for violin and piano. Sometimes the
violinist bows one string at a time, so you hear the tune in clear notes. But can you
spot when the violinist is playing two strings at once? Instead of hearing one clear
note you hear two together. It means the violin is creating a chord – a thicker sound
that is fun to listen to.

3:26

Keywords: Happy memories

Here is one of the most popular violin concertos of all. A violin soloist has to be able
to play this and make it sound really easy – and this is only part of the whole concerto.
There are three ‘movements’ or sections, and this is the third one. Listen to all those
notes that the violinist has to play! It is very exciting to see a violinist play this piece
live in a concert hall.
8

Tchaikovsky Souvenir d’un lieu cher 		

(‘Memory of a Dear Place’): Mélodie

Keyword: Popular

4:55

3:33

Sarasate Fantasy on ‘Carmen’: Introduction

Keyword: High
Carmen is the world’s most famous opera and it is full
of gorgeous tunes. Although it was written by a French
composer, Georges Bizet, the Spanish composer Pablo de
Sarasate thought it was so good that he borrowed some of
its music and wrote this sparkling ‘fantasy’ for violin and
orchestra. Did you ever think the violin could go so high?!

2:59
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Williams Schindler’s List

4:23
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Shostakovich Suite from ‘The Gadfly’: Romance

Keyword: Film

Keyword: Sting

This incredibly sad music comes from a film called Schindler’s List, which is about
the story of the Jews in World War II. The music begins with a solo from an unusual
instrument called the cor anglais (it sounds like a dark oboe). But then there is the
violin, speaking of sadness – and maybe a little hope…

The Russian composer Shostakovich first wrote this music
for a film about a hero who fought against the people
ruling his country. This hero was called ‘Gadfly’ because he
annoyed them so much – like the sting of a fly. This soaring
melody was written for the hero’s great romantic moment.
A violinist loves playing a big tune like this, gliding the bow
completely across the string from one end to the other!
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Beethoven Violin Sonata in D major, Op. 12 No. 1: 1st movement

8:31

Keyword: Partners

16

The two players here – on the violin and the piano – are equal partners. Up to now in
this collection, the violinist has been the main star and the piano has been more in the
background, supporting. But here, they are equal. After all, Beethoven was a pianist
himself: he played this work and he wanted to be important too!
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Dvorˇák Humoresque No. 7 in G flat major

Keyword: Playful
This playful, jaunty little piece is another that was originally
written for piano only: again, the Austrian violinist Fritz
Kreisler came along and arranged it for violin and piano,
giving the most important bits to the violin! You can hear the
violinist making the most of it – it’s as if the violin is cuddling
the melody all the way through, enjoying every moment.

Monti Csárdás

3:59

Keywords: Gypsy music
3:10

5:51

The violin has been important in Hungarian gypsy music for
many years. Even in modern Hungary, with its computers
and Wi-Fi, all Hungarians love to hear the violin played like
this: fast and furious! Here it is with others including the
cimbalom – an instrument with strings that sounds a bit like
a very old piano. The slow sections build up the excitement...
Shout a Hungarian ‘hurrá!’ when you hear the fast music!

Total time: 76:44
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