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SONGS FOR MURDERED SISTERS (2020)

My sister Nathalie Warmerdam was murdered by her ex-boyfriend Basil in September
2015. Two other women, Carol Culleton and Anastasia Kuzyk, were murdered by the
same man on the same morning, both having had relationships with Basil in the past.

Poetry by Margaret Atwood
Music by Jake Heggie
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I met Joshua Hopkins and heard his story when we were both at
Glimmerglass, he singing and I speaking. I have known two women
who were murdered, both by jealous former romantic partners, so the
killing of his sister resonated with me. I have also known the women
working with Ni Una Menos in Argentina, and those working with
Equality Now. I told Joshua that I would think about it but could not
promise anything: with songs and poems, they either arrive or they
don't. I then wrote the sequence in one session, trying to provide a

The exceptional creative team of Jake Heggie and Margaret Atwood answered my call
to social activism, delving deep into their own personal experiences.
I often found myself feeling numb about Nathalie’s death — something too horrifying
to comprehend. Since receiving Margaret’s haunting words and then Jake's gorgeous
music, I have shed countless tears. The words and music, in their own separate ways

27. 22

Nathalie, Carol, Anastasia,
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emotions that were lying dormant under all the layers of self-protection and denial. This
work has provided meaning for me, transforming my grief into something palpable.
Songs for Murdered Sisters is a tribute to Nathalie, Carol and Anastasia and the
countless sisters we have lost over the years. If these songs can awaken the heart
of someone who does not yet recognize the gravity of this epidemic, or motivate
someone to do their part, take action and perhaps save someone from a similar plight,
then I may truly hope to honor my sister’s memory.
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art of song, Joshua’s first recital disc, Let
Beauty Awake, features songs of Barber,
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musical, emotional journey for Josh. I finished setting the songs for voice and
piano in February 2020, and orchestrated them a month later. It is our hope
that many voices will take up the call of these songs in the future — men’s and
women’s voices all over the world.
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– most created with Gene Scheer or
the late Terrence McNally – have been

of 8 texts and asked “How about something like this?” Josh and I were stunned
and deeply moved. I am in complete awe of Margaret’s genius — and it was a
great honor and privilege to explore every corner of her poems to shape this

and Jake on this cycle. I made the "sisters" plural because they are
indeed — unhappily — very plural. Sisters, daughters, mothers. So
many.
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When the initial shock subsided, I felt compelled to use my voice to tell my sister’s story
through the power of music and poetry. With the guidance and financial support of
Canada’s National Arts Centre Orchestra and Houston Grand Opera, my aspiration to
develop a major new song cycle addressing gender-based violence became a reality.
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My sister Nathalie Warmerdam was murdered by her ex-boyfriend Basil in September
2015. Two other women, Carol Culleton and Anastasia Kuzyk, were murdered by the
same man on the same morning, both having had relationships with Basil in the past.
I felt helpless. This tragedy devastated my family and the entire community in which I
grew up. It also opened my eyes to the worldwide epidemic of gender-based violence.
When the initial shock subsided, I felt compelled to use my voice to tell my sister’s story
through the power of music and poetry. With the guidance and financial support of
Canada’s National Arts Centre Orchestra and Houston Grand Opera, my aspiration to
develop a major new song cycle addressing gender-based violence became a reality.
The exceptional creative team of Jake Heggie and Margaret Atwood answered my call
to social activism, delving deep into their own personal experiences.
I often found myself feeling numb about Nathalie’s death — something too horrifying
to comprehend. Since receiving Margaret’s haunting words and then Jake's gorgeous
music, I have shed countless tears. The words and music, in their own separate ways
and woven together, have opened a portal to my heart, connecting me to complicated
emotions that were lying dormant under all the layers of self-protection and denial. This
work has provided meaning for me, transforming my grief into something palpable.
Songs for Murdered Sisters is a tribute to Nathalie, Carol and Anastasia and the
countless sisters we have lost over the years. If these songs can awaken the heart
of someone who does not yet recognize the gravity of this epidemic, or motivate
someone to do their part, take action and perhaps save someone from a similar plight,
then I may truly hope to honor my sister’s memory.
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I met Joshua Hopkins and heard his story when we were both at
Glimmerglass, he singing and I speaking. I have known two women
who were murdered, both by jealous former romantic partners, so the
killing of his sister resonated with me. I have also known the women
working with Ni Una Menos in Argentina, and those working with
Equality Now. I told Joshua that I would think about it but could not
promise anything: with songs and poems, they either arrive or they
don't. I then wrote the sequence in one session, trying to provide a
range of moods and emotions for the singer and composer, and sent
Joshua the results to see what he and Jake thought. Due to Covid, we
could not premiere the song cycle in Houston as planned, but Joshua
came to my backyard in September and gave us a recital ... it was
very moving. It's been a total pleasure and privilege to work with Josh
and Jake on this cycle. I made the "sisters" plural because they are
indeed — unhappily — very plural. Sisters, daughters, mothers. So
many.
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It was November of 2016 when Joshua Hopkins told me the harrowing story
of his sister’s murder and invited me to join him in finding a way to share
that story through song. He felt it was essential to use his voice as a singer
and a man to tell her story; to do his part in waking people up to the massive
worldwide tragedy of violence against women. To wake them up to their
part in it. About a year later, conversations with the great Margaret Atwood
ensued. She asked many questions about the shape and direction of the
piece. What is the journey of the cycle? Who is Josh in that journey? I shared
my concept of the piece as something similar to Schubert’s epic song-cycle
Winterreise (“Winter’s Journey”) with Josh as a wanderer. He walks through the
world wondering how to make sense of this event and put the pieces together,
filled with grief and rage, on a quest for connection and transformation.
Something clicked, and in early 2018, Margaret sent her perfect, complete set
of 8 texts and asked “How about something like this?” Josh and I were stunned
and deeply moved. I am in complete awe of Margaret’s genius — and it was a
great honor and privilege to explore every corner of her poems to shape this
musical, emotional journey for Josh. I finished setting the songs for voice and
piano in February 2020, and orchestrated them a month later. It is our hope
that many voices will take up the call of these songs in the future — men’s and
women’s voices all over the world.
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My sister Nathalie Warmerdam was murdered by her ex-boyfriend Basil in September
2015. Two other women, Carol Culleton and Anastasia Kuzyk, were murdered by the
same man on the same morning, both having had relationships with Basil in the past.
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I met Joshua Hopkins and heard his story when we were both at
Glimmerglass, he singing and I speaking. I have known two women
who were murdered, both by jealous former romantic partners, so the
killing of his sister resonated with me. I have also known the women
working with Ni Una Menos in Argentina, and those working with
Equality Now. I told Joshua that I would think about it but could not
promise anything: with songs and poems, they either arrive or they
don't. I then wrote the sequence in one session, trying to provide a

The exceptional creative team of Jake Heggie and Margaret Atwood answered my call
to social activism, delving deep into their own personal experiences.
I often found myself feeling numb about Nathalie’s death — something too horrifying
to comprehend. Since receiving Margaret’s haunting words and then Jake's gorgeous
music, I have shed countless tears. The words and music, in their own separate ways
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emotions that were lying dormant under all the layers of self-protection and denial. This
work has provided meaning for me, transforming my grief into something palpable.
Songs for Murdered Sisters is a tribute to Nathalie, Carol and Anastasia and the
countless sisters we have lost over the years. If these songs can awaken the heart
of someone who does not yet recognize the gravity of this epidemic, or motivate
someone to do their part, take action and perhaps save someone from a similar plight,
then I may truly hope to honor my sister’s memory.
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I met Joshua Hopkins and heard his story when we were both at
Glimmerglass, he singing and I speaking. I have known two women
who were murdered, both by jealous former romantic partners, so the
killing of his sister resonated with me. I have also known the women
working with Ni Una Menos in Argentina, and those working with
Equality Now. I told Joshua that I would think about it but could not
promise anything: with songs and poems, they either arrive or they
don't. I then wrote the sequence in one session, trying to provide a

The exceptional creative team of Jake Heggie and Margaret Atwood answered my call
to social activism, delving deep into their own personal experiences.
I often found myself feeling numb about Nathalie’s death — something too horrifying
to comprehend. Since receiving Margaret’s haunting words and then Jake's gorgeous
music, I have shed countless tears. The words and music, in their own separate ways
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emotions that were lying dormant under all the layers of self-protection and denial. This
work has provided meaning for me, transforming my grief into something palpable.
Songs for Murdered Sisters is a tribute to Nathalie, Carol and Anastasia and the
countless sisters we have lost over the years. If these songs can awaken the heart
of someone who does not yet recognize the gravity of this epidemic, or motivate
someone to do their part, take action and perhaps save someone from a similar plight,
then I may truly hope to honor my sister’s memory.
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I met Joshua Hopkins and heard his story when we were both at
Glimmerglass, he singing and I speaking. I have known two women
who were murdered, both by jealous former romantic partners, so the
killing of his sister resonated with me. I have also known the women
working with Ni Una Menos in Argentina, and those working with
Equality Now. I told Joshua that I would think about it but could not
promise anything: with songs and poems, they either arrive or they
don't. I then wrote the sequence in one session, trying to provide a

The exceptional creative team of Jake Heggie and Margaret Atwood answered my call
to social activism, delving deep into their own personal experiences.
I often found myself feeling numb about Nathalie’s death — something too horrifying
to comprehend. Since receiving Margaret’s haunting words and then Jake's gorgeous
music, I have shed countless tears. The words and music, in their own separate ways
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emotions that were lying dormant under all the layers of self-protection and denial. This
work has provided meaning for me, transforming my grief into something palpable.
Songs for Murdered Sisters is a tribute to Nathalie, Carol and Anastasia and the
countless sisters we have lost over the years. If these songs can awaken the heart
of someone who does not yet recognize the gravity of this epidemic, or motivate
someone to do their part, take action and perhaps save someone from a similar plight,
then I may truly hope to honor my sister’s memory.
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same man on the same morning, both having had relationships with Basil in the past.
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emotions that were lying dormant under all the layers of self-protection and denial. This
work has provided meaning for me, transforming my grief into something palpable.
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countless sisters we have lost over the years. If these songs can awaken the heart
of someone who does not yet recognize the gravity of this epidemic, or motivate
someone to do their part, take action and perhaps save someone from a similar plight,
then I may truly hope to honor my sister’s memory.
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