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ARCADIA
OLIVER DAVIS (b. 1972)

The Infi nite Ocean 
A ballet in 6 sections for solo violin and orchestra 
1 I     [5.32]
2 II    [4.30]
3 III [5.19]
4 IV  [1.44]
5 V  [5.59]
6 VI  [5.07]
Benjamin Baker violin
Royal Philharmonic Orchestra 
Paul Bateman conductor

7 Arcadia for solo piano [2.46]
Huw Watkins piano

Gemini for solo violin and strings  
8 I    [3.09]
9 II [2.33] 
Kerenza Peacock violin
Royal Philharmonic Orchestra 
Paul Bateman conductor

Suite for Piano and Orchestra 
0 I    [3.56]
q II   [1.07]
w III  [2.38]
Huw Watkins piano 
Royal Philharmonic Orchestra
Paul Bateman conductor

e Inferno for solo violin and orchestra  [3.16]
Kerenza Peacock violin 
Royal Philharmonic Orchestra 
Paul Bateman conductor

The Elements
r Air [3.20]
t Water [3.23]
y Fire [4.13]
u Earth [2.56]
The Hanke Brothers

Total timings:  [61.28]
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PAUL BATEMAN CONDUCTOR
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PAUL BATEMAN

Paul Bateman studied piano, organ, singing and 
cello at the Guildhall School of Music in London, 
and began his musical life as an accompanist, 
chamber musician and opera repetiteur. 

He has since conducted recordings with the Royal 
Philharmonic, Philharmonia, London Symphony, 
Munich Symphony, Vienna Symphony and City 
of Prague Philharmonic orchestras and has given 
concerts with the BBC Concert, Malmö Symphony, 
Seville Symphony, Royal Liverpool Philharmonic, 
Royal Scottish National, Dallas Symphony, 
Russian National (at the Bolshoi Theatre), Tokyo 
Philharmonic, Ulster orchestras and the Russian 
Philharmonic orchestra in Moscow. 

He conducts fi lm music concerts all over the 
world and has conducted recordings of over 
thirty albums of fi lm music including two 
volumes of Hitchcock fi lm scores, albums of the 
music of Bernard Herrmann, Maurice Jarre, John 
Williams and Ennio Morricone, and collections 
of Korngold, Steiner and Tiomkin. His total 
discography now includes over 70 recordings, 
many of which feature daily on Classic FM. 

Paul conducts for major artists around the 
world including Sarah Brightman, Sir Bryn 
Terfel, Joseph Calleja and José Carreras and 
his arrangements feature on their albums. He 
also arranges for the albums and concerts 
of violinist Daniel Hope. He is now Principal 
Conductor of the National Symphony Orchestra.

Paul is delighted to have recorded this, his 
fourth album for Oliver Davis, and greatly looks 
forward to all future collaboration.
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The Infi nite Ocean was composed for 
choreographer Edwaard Liang and was 
commissioned by San Francisco Ballet for 
the Unbound festival, 2018. Liang requested 
the work to be in six sections and to feature 
a solo violin. The opening section was to be 
an ensemble piece. After a graceful introduction, 
the solo violin enters playing a very fast 
arpeggiated fi gure which, despite its virtuosic 
feel, is actually accompanying the fi rst violins’ 
melody. Only after this section does the solo 
violin take centre stage. The second section is a 
Pas de Deux, for which I wanted to create a very 
serene movement following the intensity of the 
opening. The third section was to feature male 
solos, hence the use of brass and percussion. 
Following this is a duet, where I used woodwind 
and pizzicato strings to create a lighter feel. 
The fourth section pushes forward rhythmically 
and is an ensemble piece for the dancers. In the 
fi fth section Liang wished to have a second Pas 
de Deux but this time the duet would be more 
sombre and refl ective in mood. The ballet 
fi nishes with a full cast ensemble piece which I 
wrote using a rhythmic ostinato fi gure ending in 
a climactic crescendo. Edwaard Liang’s vision is 
inspiring and I found the project very exciting. 
The soloist, Ben Baker, performed the recording 
on a violin by Carlo Tononi.

My aim when writing Arcadia was to create a 
piece which evoked an idyllic serene place. I 
considered writing an orchestral accompaniment 
to the solo piano part but decided that the 
piece’s charm lay in its simplicity. It is performed 
by Huw Watkins. 

Gemini is a two movement work for violin and 
strings and was written for violinist Kerenza 
Peacock. I wanted to explore some of the 
contrasting styles of Kerenza’s playing. The 
fi rst movement has slow legato passages for 
solo violin which make use of Kerenza’s 
ability to draw a haunting sound from the 
instrument. The second movement refl ects her
ability to play folk style fi ddle, but with a 
virtuosic twist. 

Suite for piano and orchestra was written for 
Huw Watkins. The fi rst movement opens with a 
solo piano passage, the theme of which is later 
quoted in the following allegro section. I used 
the opening piano melody in the brief slow 
movement to create the main theme for the last 
movement, which has a playful character.

Inferno was originally written as a short 
orchestral sketch. I subsequently revisited this 
anarchic piece and expanded the sketch into 
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a single movement piece whilst adding a solo 
violin part, performed here by Kerenza Peacock.

In Spring 2018 I was approached by the Hanke 
Brothers who commissioned me to write a 
work on the theme of the four elements. The 
ensemble consists of piano, viola, recorder and 
tuba, a rare combination which results in a truly 
unique timbre. In Air, I used piano arpeggios 
in a relatively high register combined with a 
repetitive rhythmic pattern on the recorder part
to convey a light, airborne feel. Water has a 
slower, more legato, fl owing melody which is 
played by the tuba, viola and recorder, 
accompanied by the piano. To depict the fl ames 
of Fire, I indicated in the score to strum the 
strings of the piano in an upwards glissando. 
This was combined with a minor trill in the 
violin whilst the viola plays pizzicato. With 
Earth, I wanted to create a more grounded 
feel so anchored the music with long 
pedal notes in the tuba and used a repeated 
rhythmic pattern in the viola to propel the 
music towards its climactic ending. The Hanke 
Brothers premiered The Elements in Stuttgart 
on 14 July 2018 and recorded the work the 
following month at the Alte Ziagrrenfabrik 
studios, Germany.

OLIVER DAVIS

Oliver Davis graduated from the Royal Academy 
of Music in 1994 and has since composed 
numerous concertos, ballet scores, albums, 
soundtracks and television scores working with 
many of the major London orchestras.

Davis’ debut album Flight, recorded by the 
London Symphony Orchestra with soloist Kerenza 
Peacock, was released in March 2015 and 
quickly rose to number 2 in the UK Specialist 
Classical Charts with 5 Star reviews in both 
the UK and US. In addition it was chosen as 
Featured Album of the Week on Classic FM and 
was broadcast daily on the station. Several 
pieces from the album Flight have been used 
for a ballet choreographed by Ma Cong for the 
Tulsa Ballet Company in Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

After the release of Flight came Davis’ second 
album Seasons in October 2015. This album 
featured his work ‘Anno’, a contemporary take 
on Vivaldi’s Quattro Stagioni. This album also 
charted in the UK top 10 and was Album of the 
Week on Classic FM and in the Mail on Sunday. 
Following this release came Dance, recorded by 
the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra at Abbey Road 
studios and released in September 2016. This 

For more than seven decades the Royal 
Philharmonic Orchestra (RPO) has been at the 
forefront of music-making in the UK. Its home 
base since 2004 at London’s Cadogan Hall 
serves as a springboard for seven principal 
residencies as well as more than 45 concerts 
per year in long-term partnership venues 
across the country, often in areas where access 
to live orchestral music is very limited. With 
a wider reach than any other UK large 
ensemble, the RPO has truly become Britain’s 
national orchestra. 

Throughout the regional programme, plus regular 
performances at Cadogan Hall, Southbank 
Centre’s Royal Festival Hall and a hugely 
popular series at the Royal Albert Hall, and 
international touring engagements, the RPO 
remains committed to working with the fi nest 
conductors. In July 2018, the RPO announced 
Vasily Petrenko as the Orchestra’s new Music 
Director, assuming the title of Music Director 
Designate in August 2020 prior to commencing 
the full role in August 2021. He joins the RPO’s 
roster of titled conductors, which includes 
Pinchas Zukerman (Principal Guest Conductor), 
Alexander Shelley (Principal Associate 
Conductor) and Grzegorz Nowak (Permanent 
Associate Conductor).

In 2018, RPO Resound, the Orchestra’s community 
and education programme, celebrated its 25th 
anniversary. Throughout its history it has thrived 
on taking music into the heart of the regions 
that the Orchestra serves, working with a variety 
of participants in a range of settings including 
working with young people, the homeless and 
recovering stroke patients. 

Although the RPO embraces twenty-fi rst-century 
opportunities, including appearances with pop 
stars and on video game, fi lm and television 
soundtracks, its artistic priority remains 
paramount: the making of great music at the 
highest level for the widest possible audience. 
As the RPO proudly looks to its future, its 
versatility and high standards mark it out as one 
of today’s most open-minded, forward-thinking 
symphony orchestras. 

For more information, please visit: www.rpo.co.uk
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too became Classic FM’s Album of the Week and 
featured in their ‘Best of 2016’ show. Various 
pieces from Dance and Flight were used to 
create the ballet Dance Odyssey, choreographed 
by Peter Walker and performed by New York City 
Ballet. Following the ballet’s premiere in Jan 
2018, The New York Times described the music 
as “charming, lyrical, Arcadian”.
 
Davis’s fourth album, Liberty, was released 
in February 2018. This reached number 1 in 
the iTunes Classical Chart and was also 
Classic FM’s Album of the Week. Pieces from 
Liberty formed a new ballet Bacchus, 
choreographed by Matthew Neenan for Pacifi c 
Northwest Ballet and premiered in March 2019. 
PNB have commissioned Davis to write a new 
ballet for the 2020 season, to be choreographed 
by Edwaard Liang. Other recent ballet 
collaborations include Stems, choreographed 
by Kit Holder of Birmingham Royal Ballet, and 
Morpheus, choreographed by Peter Walker for 
Bayerisches Staatsballett Munich. 

590Booklet.indd   Spread 5 of 8 - Pages(12, 5)590Booklet.indd   Spread 5 of 8 - Pages(12, 5) 20/06/2019   15:4520/06/2019   15:45



- 6 -

BENjamin BAKER

Born in New Zealand, Benjamin studied at the 
Yehudi Menuhin School and the Royal College of 
Music where he was awarded the Queen Elizabeth 
the Queen Mother Rose Bowl. 

In 2016 he won 1st Prize at the Young 
Concert Artists auditions in New York and in 
2017 3rd Prize at the Michael Hill Competition 
in New Zealand, establishing a strong 
international presence. 

Since then Benjamin has gone on to perform 
widely throughout the USA and Europe, including 
a critically acclaimed debut at Merkin Concert 
Hall in New York, recitals at the Kennedy Center 
in Washington D.C., Festspiele Mecklenburg-
Vorpommern, Steirisches Kammermusik, and 
regular appearances at Wigmore Hall. Further 
afi eld he has undertaken tours of China, South 
America and New Zealand. In 2019 he made 
his debut at the Al Bustan Festival in Beirut, 
and the Sanguine Estate Music Festival in 
Melbourne, Australia.

As a soloist Benjamin has appeared with the 
Philharmonia, Royal Philharmonic, Auckland 
Philharmonia, Scottish Chamber Orchestra,

Royal Northern Sinfonia, London Mozart Players, 
English Chamber Orchestra, Orchestra Sinfonica 
Abruzzese L’Aquila and Maui Pops Orchestras, 
among many others, in a wide range of 
repertoire. He has recorded with the BBC 
Concert and Royal Philharmonic Orchestras 
and in 2017 premiered a new Concerto Stranded 
by Matthew Kaner for Europe Day at St. John’s 
Smith Square in London.

Equally at home as a chamber musician 
Benjamin has taken part in the Bridgehampton 
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First Violins 
Duncan Riddell 
Tamás András 
Sulki Yu 
Shana Douglas 
Joana Valentinaviciute 
Kay Chappell
 
Second Violins 
David O’Leary 
Charlotte Ansbergs 
Stephen Payne 
Manuel Porta 
Anthony Protheroe 
Sophie Mather
 
Violas 
Abigail Fenna 
Liz Varlow 
Michelle Bruil 
Ugne Tiškuté
 

Cellos 
Richard Harwood 
Jonathan Ayling 
Chantal Webster 
Roberto Sorrentino
 
Double Basses 
David Gordon 
Benjamin Cunningham
 
Flutes 
Karen Jones 
Joanna Marsh
 
Oboes 
John Roberts 
Timothy Watts
 
Clarinets 
Thomas Verity 
Sonia Sielaff
 
Bassoon
Helen Storey
 

French Horns 
David Pyatt 
Kathryn Saunders 
Philip Woods 
Finlay Bain
 
Trumpets 
James Fountain 
Adam Wright
 
Trombones 
Matthew Gee 
Rupert Whitehead
 
Tuba 
Kevin Morgan
 
Timpani 
Dominic Hackett
 
Percussion 
Stephen Quigley 
Martin Owens
 
Harp 
Suzy Willison-Kawalec 

ROYAL PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA
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Jonathan Hanke currently studies the piano 
in Stuttgart, where he specialises in choir 
conducting, jazz piano and composing. He’s 
an enthusiastic classical and jazz musician 
and a sensitive accompanist. As well as his 
work as an instrumentalist he also composes 
and arranges for the Hanke Brothers as well 
as for other artists. 

Fabian Hanke plays the tuba and violin. Since 
his fi rst tuba sounds he has been celebrating 
successes throughout the years and never 
ceases to be surprised by the sounds 
emanating from this giant instrument. Like 
all his brothers, Fabian studies his particular 
instrument in Stuttgart. He’s a fellowship 
holder of the German Tuba Society.

The four brothers began performing together 
at a young age, mostly in churches. Their 
repertoire included original classical music 
and arrangements of works by Chopin and 
Vivaldi among other composers. Since then their 
musical collaborations have taken them 
across Europe, Russia and the USA. They 
have commissioned over 30 original 
compositions for their novel combination 
of instruments, including works by Aleksey 
Igudesman, Oystein Baadsvik and Stephan 

Boehme. They have also performed authorised 
arrangements of works by Garth Knox and 
Daniel Schnyder among others.

- 7 -

Chamber Music Festival with Anthony Marwood 
and Caramoor Rising Stars series in the 
USA, and regularly returns to the Pärnu, East 
Neuk and Northern Chords Festivals. He has 
also collaborated as a soloist with the Royal 
New Zealand Ballet Company and in 2015 
released his fi rst CD on the Champs Hill label.

Hugely popular in New Zealand Benjamin 
returns whenever he is able, to give concerts 
and appear on radio and television. He moved to 
the UK in 1998 with his family to study at the 
Yehudi Menuhin School, on the recommendation of 
Nigel Kennedy. 

Benjamin plays on a Tononi violin (1709) on 
generous loan from a private individual. 

KERENZA PEACOCK

Kerenza was leader of the Pavão Quartet for 
15 years. Their intensive concert schedule took 
them to the Wigmore Hall, the Queen Elizabeth 
Hall, and major festivals. Tours abroad included 
China, Oman, Syria and Israel and an arc of 
European cities from Lisbon to Warsaw. The 
Quartet recorded 5 CDs, receiving 5 star reviews 
and extensive radio play on Classic FM and 
BBC Radio. A disc of quartets by Bax and Elgar 
was welcomed as “a real winner” from “an 

ensemble of real depth and musical distinction” 
(Classic FM Magazine), with “an intoxicating 
warmth and emotional spontaneity” (The Strad 
Magazine). Music Web International christened 
it disc of the month, “an unqualifi ed success – a 
real must-have!” The Pavao Quartet played on 
Eric Whitacre’s Light and Gold album, which 
won a Grammy Award in 2012. 

Kerenza’s debut solo disc was the world premiere 
recording of the Holbrooke Violin Concerto for 
the Naxos record label, praised in Gramophone 
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Magazine for her “lithe, elegant violin-playing and 
her easy conquest of the virtuoso demands…” 
Kerenza’s recording of Vivaldi’s Four Seasons, 
directed by herself from the violin, has received 
much radio play and she regularly performs 
Vivaldi and Bach Concertos in London’s St 
Martin-in-the-Fields. Kerenza has played on 
many television and fi lm soundtracks in Los 
Angeles and London.

A keen fi ddle player, and singer, Kerenza toured 
with alt-bluegrass band The Coal Porters, and 
wrote two songs on their latest album. She also 
composed a piece, Rainbow, for solo violin and 
orchestra which was performed in St Martin-
in-the-Fields. She has recorded with a huge 
number of artists including Sir Paul McCartney, 
Kanye West, Adele, Barbra Streisand and 
Madonna. At one point she was playing on 
all top 3 albums in the Pop Charts, as well 
as the Classical no.1. In 2016, she led the 
orchestra on Adele’s world tour. 

Kerenza studied violin at the Royal Academy of 
Music with Howard Davis, and was awarded 
a Leverhulme Fellowship for 2 years. She 
has recently been appointed an Associate of 
the Royal Academy of Music for making a 
“signifi cant contribution to the music industry”.

HUW WATKINS

Huw Watkins was born in Wales in 1976. He 
studied piano with Peter Lawson at Chetham’s 
School of Music and composition with 
Robin Holloway, Alexander Goehr and Julian 
Anderson at Cambridge and the Royal College 
of Music. In 2001 he was awarded the 
Constant and Kit Lambert Junior Fellowship 
at the Royal College of Music, he now teaches 
composition at the Royal Academy of Music.

Huw is one of the UK’s foremost composer-
pianists, in great demand with orchestras and 
festivals including the London Sinfonietta, 
Britten Sinfonia, the BBC orchestras, and 
Aldeburgh and Cheltenham Festivals. Strongly 
committed to the performance of new music, 
Huw has recently had piano concertos written 
for him by Philip Cashian, Helen Grime and 
Tansy Davies.

A favourite partner for chamber collaborations, 
Huw Watkins performs regularly with his 
brother Paul Watkins, as well as Tamsin Waley-
Cohen and Mark Padmore. Recent appearances 
include Wigmore Hall, Birmingham Town Hall, 
Kettle’s Yard Cambridge, Saffron Walden and 
West Cork Chamber Music Festival. Further afi eld
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Huw has toured extensively all over Europe, 
and performed in Canada, Mexico and the USA. 
He has also featured as both Composer in 
Residence and pianist at festivals including, 
Presteigne Festival and Lars Vogt’s ‘Spannungen’ 
Festival in Heimbach, Germany.

He is currently composer-in-association with 
BBC NOW and won the Chamber Music Society 
of Lincoln Center 2016 Elise L. Stoeger Prize 
in recognition of signifi cant contributions to 
the fi eld of chamber music composition.

THE HANKE BROTHERS

David Hanke recorder 
Lukas Hanke viola/cajon
Jonathan Hanke piano 
Fabian Hanke tuba/violin 

The four Hanke Brothers from Sindelfi ngen 
in Germany grew up in a family immersed in 
classical music and received numerous awards 
at a young age.

David Hanke studied the recorder in Zurich, 
Vienna and Amsterdam with specialisations 
in choir conducting, folk music and electronic 
music. Working as both a soloist in wind and 
symphony orchestras, and as an improviser, he 
has used the recorder to overcome many of its 
perceived genre boundaries.  

Lukas Hanke plays viola and drums and 
is an enthusiastic chamber and orchestral 
musician – performing with groups such 
as the STEGREIF.orchester (the improvising 
symphony orchestra) and the Junge Deutsche 
Philharmonie. He studied the viola in Stuttgart 
and was fellowship holder of the Vienna 
Philharmonic Orchestra.
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1 - 6 The Infinite Ocean [28.11]
A ballet in 6 sections for solo violin and orchestra 
Benjamin Baker violin, Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, Paul Bateman conductor

7 Arcadia for solo piano [2.46]
Huw Watkins piano

8 - 9 Gemini for solo violin and strings   [5.42]
Kerenza Peacock violin, Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, Paul Bateman conductor

0 - w Suite for Piano and Orchestra  [7.41]
Huw Watkins piano, Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, Paul Bateman conductor

e Inferno for solo violin and orchestra  [3.16]
Kerenza Peacock violin, Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, Paul Bateman conductor

r - u The Elements [13.52]
The Hanke Brothers

Total timings:  [61.28]

ARCADIA  OLIVER DAVIS

  BENjamin BAKER VIOLIN  |  KERENZA PEACOCK VIOLIN
HUW WATKINS PIANO  |  THE HANKE BROTHERS

ROYAL PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA
PAUL BATEMAN CONDUCTOR
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