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Rainbow
Kacey Musgraves, Natalie Hemby & Shane McAnally, arr. Patrick Dunachie [2.37]

2

Call me the Breeze
Beth Orton, Thomas Rowlands & Edmund Simons, arr. Christopher Bruerton [2.43]

3

The Truth Untold
Steve Aoki, Jake Torrey, Noah Conrad, Kwon Do Hyung, Rap Monster,
Roland Spreckley & Annika Wells, arr. Ed Newton-Rex [4.32]

4

Oh! I Can’t sit down
George Gershwin, Ira Gershwin & DuBose Heyward, arr. Bob Chilcott [2.47]

5

The Rose
Amanda McBroom, arr. Nic Raine [3.41]

6

The Ballad of Nornagest
Traditional, arr. Kieran Brunt [4.32]

7

Yesterday
John Lennon & Paul McCartney, arr. Bob Chilcott [2.52]
Total timings: 23.46

THE KING’S SINGERS
Patrick Dunachie countertenor
Edward Button countertenor
Julian Gregory tenor
Christopher Bruerton baritone
Nick Ashby baritone
Jonathan Howard bass

THE LIBRARY
The Library is the name of a series of EP
releases that celebrates our ‘close-harmony’
library, both historically and as it grows each
year. Close-harmony is the phrase we have
always used to describe its lighter repertoire,
and we see The Library as our chance to make
sure this rich vein of great song-writing and
arranging gets the place of prominence it
deserves. The Library recording series will
involve regular releases which will come out
alongside other touring and recording
projects, giving us an output for revisiting
some
of
these
old
favourites
and
commissioning brand new close harmony
from recent releases. Every volume in The
Library series will capture a variety of songs,
celebrating the wonderful diversity of music in
our world today.

kingssingers.com/the-library
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NOTES ON THE LIBRARY VOL. 1
This first volume of The Library sets the tone for the series. Its seven tracks
encompass some of the many styles within our close harmony library. Four of the
tracks are brand new arrangements, written especially for this project and never
before recorded; the other three of them are gems from the group’s existing
library, loved by audiences around the world and recorded on albums by previous
incarnations of The King’s Singers. With all of the tracks on Volume 1 however, we
believe that the quality of the songwriting is so high that the songs stand the test
of time, no matter when they were released, and could become classics of our
library for decades to come.
The three existing arrangements (Oh! I can’t sit down, The Rose, and Yesterday)
have become iconic items within our library. Oh! I can’t sit down is a song taken
from George Gershwin’s opera Porgy and Bess, which was written in 1935, and was
the first opera written for an entirely African-American cast. This particular song
comes at a high point in the narrative, as the cast prepare to go for a picnic. Bob
Chilcott’s arrangement of the song — written during his time as a member of The
King’s Singers — builds up complicated overlapping rhythmics patterns, with the
melody moving between parts as the song progresses, leading to a technicolor
harmonic ending. The Rose is a song written by the American songwriter Amanda
McBroom, and made famous in its recording by Bette Midler for the 1979 film also
called The Rose. This arrangement was created by Nic Raine for The King’s
Singers’ Emmy Award-winning album Circle of Life in 1996. It was originally
designed to be performed with orchestra, but when the group recorded their a
cappella parts, it was decided that the track should be purely vocal, and it was left
in this a cappella version. Yesterday is one of the most iconic songs to have been
written by The Beatles’ songwriting partnership John Lennon and Paul
McCartney. This arrangement — another by Bob Chilcott — is beloved of King’s
Singers audiences around the world, and we felt that Volume 1 of The Library had
to reflect the special place that The Beatles have in our history, and within our
close harmony repertoire.

Of the brand new songs on this recording, probably the most unusual is Kieran
Brunt’s arrangement of The Ballad of Nornagest, which is a folksong from the
Faroe Islands — the remote island grouping in the North Sea, roughly equidistant
between Scotland, Iceland and Norway. We were invited to sing in the Faroe
Islands for the first time in 2017, and when we arrived we instantly fell in love with
its magical atmosphere and decided to commission a new folksong from the
islands, in the rarely-spoken Faroese language, from Kieran Brunt — a composer
and producer who has personal connections to the islands. The text of The Ballad
of Nornagest comes from an epic saga poem, Nornagests Rima, which tells the
story of Nornagest — a squire to the mythical knight Sigurth — who proves his
courage in this tale. Another of the new arrangements in The Library Vol. 1 is of a
song by the British songwriter Beth Orton, who is known for mixing folk styles and
electronica. ‘Call me the breeze’ is from her 2012 album ‘Sugaring Season’, and
was played whilst Christopher Bruerton’s wife walked down the aisle at their
wedding in 2017. Chris’s arrangement was an anniversary gift to her two years
later. The Truth Untold was a song released in 2018 by the Korean Pop group BTS,
in collaboration with the American DJ and producer Steve Aoki, on BTS’s album
Love Yourself: Tear, and is sung with phrases interspersing Korean and English
(designed to reflect BTS’s huge popularity in both Asia and the West). The
arrangement is by Ed Rex, a music technology entrepreneur who sung as a choral
scholar in King’s College Choir whilst studying Music at Cambridge University. The
final of the new arrangements on the album, Rainbow was written after the
group heard its songwriter, Kacey Musgraves, perform it at the GRAMMY awards
ceremony in Los Angeles in February 2019. The message of positivity and comfort
in the lyrics, as well as its beautiful melody, made it a song we wanted to arrange
and champion, so Patrick Dunachie arranged it shortly after we heard Kacey
Musgraves’ performance.
For the lyrics and translations of each piece please visit kingssingers.com/the-library
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THE KING’S SINGERS
The King’s Singers were founded on 1 May 1968 by six choral scholars who had
recently graduated from King’s College Cambridge. Their vocal line-up was (by
chance) two countertenors, a tenor, two baritones and a bass, and the group has
never wavered from this formation since. With 2018 marking the 50th birthday of
the group, The King’s Singers recently celebrated their GOLD anniversary, which
acknowledges their amazing musical heritage, as well as the bright future of vocal
music in all its forms as they move into 2019 and beyond.
What really distinguished the group in its early years was its musical diversity. The
King’s Singers were a weekly fixture on prime-time television, celebrating popular
music never usually touched by choral ensembles, and their unique British charm,
combined with their precise musical craft, captured audiences’ hearts the world over.
The group has consistently been welcomed on the world’s great stages throughout
its history – from London’s Royal Albert Hall to the Opera House in Sydney or New
York’s Carnegie Hall – as well as being ambassadors for musical excellence across the
globe. Two Grammy® Awards, two more Grammy® nominations, an Emmy® Award,
and a place in Gramophone magazine’s inaugural Hall of Fame sit among the
numerous accolades bestowed upon the group. This love of diversity has always
fuelled The King’s Singers’ commitment to creating new music. An array of
commissioned works by many of the great composers of our times – including Sir
John Tavener, Toru Takemitsu, John Rutter, Luciano Berio, Nico Muhly, György Ligeti,
Sir James MacMillan and Eric Whitacre – sits alongside countless bespoke
arrangements in the group’s extensive repertoire. The group is determined to spread
the joy of ensemble singing, and leads workshops and residential courses all over the
world each season – 2019 took them from the World Youth & Children’s Choir Festival
in Hong Kong to their week-long Summer School within the beautiful surroundings
of Cambridge University. The world may have changed a lot since the original King’s
Singers came together, but today’s group is still charged by the same lifeblood – one
that wants to radiate the joy singing brings every day, and that wants to give life to
audiences with their virtuosity and vision for an exciting musical future.

Publishers:
Rainbow: EMI / Warner Chappell / Concord / Kobalt
Call Me The Breeze: Universal / BMG
The Truth Untold: Warner Chappell / Jobaly / Sony-ATV
Oh! I Can’t Sit Down: Downtown Music / Ira Gershwin Music / Warner Chappell
The Rose: Warner Chappell
Yesterday: Sony-ATV
Recorded in All Saints Church, East Finchley,
London, UK on 18th and 19th March 2019.
Producer – Nigel Short
Recording Engineer – Mike Hatch
Recording Assistant – Tom Mungall
Editor – Robin Hawkins
Cover Image & Design – Darren Rumney

P 2020 The copyright in this sound recording is owned by Signum Records Ltd
C 2020 The copyright in this CD booklet, notes and design is owned by Signum Records Ltd
Any unauthorised broadcasting, public performance, copying or re-recording of Signum
Compact Discs constitutes an infringement of copyright and will render the infringer
liable to an action by law. Licences for public performances or broadcasting may be
obtained from Phonographic Performance Ltd. All rights reserved. No part of this
booklet may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form
or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise,
without prior permission from Signum Records Ltd.
SignumClassics,
Signum Records Ltd, Suite 14, 21 Wadsworth Road, Perivale, Middlesex, UB6 7LQ, UK.
+44 (0) 20 8997 4000 E-mail: info@signumrecords.com
www.signumrecords.com
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Rainbow [2.37]
Kacey Musgraves, Natalie Hemby & Shane McAnally, arr. Patrick Dunachie

Beth Orton, Thomas Rowlands & Edmund Simons, arr. Christopher Bruerton
3

The Truth Untold [4.32]
Steve Aoki, Jake Torrey, Noah Conrad, Kwon Do Hyung, Rap Monster,
Roland Spreckley & Annika Wells, arr. Ed Newton-Rex

4

Oh! I Can’t sit down [2.47]
George Gershwin, Ira Gershwin & DuBose Heyward, arr. Bob Chilcott

5

The Rose [3.41]
Amanda McBroom, arr. Nic Raine

6

The Ballad of Nornagest [4.32]
Traditional, arr. Kieran Brunt

7

Yesterday [2.52]
John Lennon & Paul McCartney, arr. Bob Chilcott
Total timings: 23.46

Signum Records Ltd, Suite 14, 21 Wadsworth Road,
Perivale, Middlesex, UB6 7LQ, United Kingdom LC15723
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